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Thanksgiving, Advent and Christmas book 

 

DECEMBER 8 - THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 

Many families prepare a Mary Candle on this day.  

They take an ordinary candle and with beads or crayons, 

form the letter "M".  Just below it they trace the chi-rho 

to symbolize Christ's coming through Mary.  The candle 

can be decorated with pine cones and greens at the base, 

or any other way you wish. 

 

Because this feast occurs in Advent, so 

close to Christmas, many often 

mistakenly think it refers to the 

conception of Jesus.  It is really Mary's 

own feast commemorating her own 

conception in the womb of her mother.  

But, the feast reminds us of the 

importance of her role in our salvation. 

 

This is a good feast to plan a special family night prayer.  

Perhaps lighting a candle in the darkness will impress 

upon each member, the role of Christ as light of the 

world - and Mary as the Christ-bearer. 

Very useful resource 
for Christian 

interfaith families 

CELEBRATING THANKSGIVING 
  

THE HUSTLE AND BUSTLE OF 

PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS  
 

THE FAMILY IN ADVENT  
The Advent Wreath  

The Strawless Manger  

The Family Advent Tree  

Advent Calendars  

The Promise Branch  

Krist Kindl  

The Jesse Tree  
 
YOU HAVE TO OWN THE DAY 

Nov. 30 - St. Andrew's Day  

Dec. 4   - St. Barbara's Day  

Dec. 6   - St. Nicholas Day  

Dec. 8   - Immaculate Conception  

Dec. 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Dec. 13 - St. Lucy's Day  

Dec. 17-24 - “O” Antiphons 

Dec. 21 - The First Day of Winter 

Dec. ?? - Hanukkah  

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve  

Dec. 25 - Christmas Morning  

Dec. 25 - Christmas Day  

Dec. 26 - St. Stephen's Day  

Dec. 27 - St. John's Day  

Dec. 28 - Holy Innocents 

Feast of the Holy Family 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS 

AND TRADITIONS  
The Christmas Tree  

Decorating the Church Tree in a Parish 

Christmas Television  

Christmas Caroling  

Christmas Decorations  

Christmas Tree Ornaments as Gifts  

Giving of Gifts  

Christmas Cards  

Christmas Shopping  

The Miracle of the Poinsettia  

The Christmas Dinner  

The Christmas Crib  

Christmas Wreaths  

Magical Mistletoe  

Holly  

Merry Christmas  

Luminaries  

The Power of Light  

Star Gazing  

Making Holiday Birthdays Special  
 
REDUCING HOLIDAY CONFLICT  

NEW YEAR’S CELEBRATIONS 

THE EPIPHANY 

ADVENT READINGS 

  

Thanksg i v i ng ,  A dvent  and  

Chr i s tmas  Book  

Simple , Practical, Spiritual 
• 53 page booklet  

• Ideal guide for families and individuals 

in search of spiritual and festive home 

practices. 

• Traditions, activities, home rituals, and 

holiday legends from Thanksgiving to 

Epiphany. 

Price: $3.00 each—1-49     Postage 

 $2.50 each—50-99   costs 

 $2.00 each—100 +   additional 
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