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Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
927 S. Logan Boulevard

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-2604
Telephone: (814) 695-5579
Fax: (814) 695-8894
Website: www.dioceseaj.org

6 April 2018

Dear Pastor and/or Director of Religious Education,

I am writing to ask your help in keeping our college students connected to their Catholic Faith.  Statistics show that 80% of students stop practicing the faith while they are way at college.  And for the students who want to stay connected to their faith, only 10% actually find the campus ministry on their own.  

This year we are working with Newman Connection, a national non-profit organization, to address this. They have High School Outreach program and it works in Catholic High Schools and parishes just like ours.  You will soon be receiving a parish packets with all the information and instructions on how to implement this program.  You will need to collect contact information from your graduating seniors, including where they are going to college. Once you’ve gathered the information you will send to Newman Connection.   Newman Connection will then send it off to the campus minister at that student’s college.  This allows the college campus minister the ability to not only identify incoming students but gives them the ability to reach out to our students even before they arrive on campus!  Time has shown that an invitation from a student on campus or a campus minister is way more effective than a call from mom, dad or grandma and grandpa asking the student if they’ve gone to Church this week. 
    

You will be receiving your packet in the very near future.  We see this program to be important for the success of our young adults and the future of our Church.  So unite with us and let’s help Keep Our Students Connected to the Catholic Church during their time away in college.
Thanks so much for taking the time to gather this information and send it to Newman Connection.  All we need is the names of the students and the college which he/she is attending.  This is not only for freshmen, but for all of your college students.  

My sincerest gratitude,

Msgr. Michael A. Becker


