DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

Office of Liturgy
925 South Logan Boulevard

Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
Telephone: 814-693-9870
Fax: 814-696-9516

MEMO

TO:  Clergy
FROM: Monsignor Robert Mazur
DATE: November 2, 2016

CONCERNING: Enclosures: Advent and Christmas Season Mailing

( 1) Advent and The New Liturgical Year 2017
( 2) Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
( 3) Blessing of Advent Wreath: Attachment
( 4) Communal Advent Penance Service: Attachment with Reading from Micah
( 5) Special Dates Within the Christmas Season: Attachment for Blessing Families
( 6) Blessing of Nativity Scene: Attachment
( 7) Holy Days of Obligation in the Year of Grace 2017
( 8) Special Days of Prayer in the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
( 9) Seasonal Proclamations
(A) Christmas: Attachment
(B) Epiphany - Date of Easter: Attachment
(10) Dates and Times of Diocesan Lenten Penance Services
(11) Time of the Easter Vigil 2017
(12) Bulletin Inserts
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ADVENT and THE NEW LITURGICAL YEAR 2017:
Lectionary Cycles

Sunday Cycle A (Gospel of Matthew)

Weekday Cycle I (Lectionary Volume II)

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY:

December 8, 2016, falls on a Thursday this year. In accord with the USCCB decision of
November 1991, confirmed by the Holy See in July 1992, the precept to attend Mass on this
Solemnity is maintained. Thursday, December 8. 2016, is a Holy Day of Obligation for the
faithful in the United States.

THE ADVENT WREATH:

The order for the blessing of the advent wreath within Mass is attached. The official text for the
blessing of the advent wreath may be found in the Book of Blessings, Numbers 1509-1520.

The blessing of the wreath occurs only on the First Sunday of Advent as part of the Universal
Prayer. On the subsequent Sundays of Advent there are no further blessings or prayers. The
candles are lighted before Mass or before the Opening Prayer.

The advent wreath is a popular symbol in churches. The four candles represent the four weeks
of Advent. The candles make a combination of 3 violet candles and 1 rose candle or 4 violet
candles or 4 white candles. The evergreen speaks of life and freshness that is Christ. The
wreath may be placed in the entrance of the church or near the ambo; it should not obscure the
altar, ambo or chair.

A copy of this blessing has been provided. Please place the blessing within an appropriate
folder for liturgical use.

COMMUNAL ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE:

Attached is a Penance Service for Advent that is copy ready (will only need folded) for your
parish community this Advent. While not required, a light violet color of paper would be
appropriate. The theme this year is Christ is the Light Shattering the Darkness of Sin. Also
included is a copy of the reading from Micah 7:7-9. This reading is taken from the Lectionary
Volume II, Number 243, page 232. Though I sit in darkness, the Lord is my light.
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SPECIAL DATES WITHIN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON:

Christmas (December 25) and Mary, Mother of God (January 1) both occur on a Sunday in
2016. This year the Church commemorates the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph on the Friday following Christmas (December 30). At the conclusion of the Universal
Prayer, the Prayer of Blessing for Families, from the Book of Blessings, would be appropriate.
The presider would bless the families gathered with the imposition of hands. See attachment.

The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (January 8) is followed by the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord on Monday, January 9, 2017, officially ending the Christmas Season.

THE NATIVITY SCENE:

The order for the blessing of the nativity scene within Mass is attached. The official text for the
blessing of the traditional Christmas créche within Mass may be found in the Book of
Blessings, Numbers 1541-1546, 1562-1564.

The blessing of the nativity scene occurs as part of the Universal Prayer with the presider's
concluding prayer containing the blessing.

A copy of this blessing has-been provided so it may be placed within an appropriate folder for
liturgical use.

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION IN THE YEAR OF GRACE 2017:

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary....... Thursday, December 8, 2016

The Nativity of the Lord............coooviiiiiiiiie Sunday, December 25, 2016
Mary, the Holy Mother of God................coociiiiiiiiinnn. Sunday, January 1, 2017
The Ascensionofthe Lord..............ooiiiiiiiiiii i, Thursday, May 25, 2017
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary...................... Tuesday, August 15,2017

Al SaIntS. .. i Wednesday, November 1, 2017
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SPECIAL DAYS OF PRAYER IN THE DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN:

(1)**Day of Prayer for World Peace and Justice
Sunday, January 1, 2017

**NOTE: While the Mass For the Preservation of Peace and Justice may not be used on the
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, the Local Church will still observe this as a Day
of Prayer for world peace. Please make the following prayer available to all on this day:

0 God, who have revealed that peacemakers are to be called your children,
grant, we pray, that we may work without ceasing to establish that justice
which alone ensures true and lasting peace. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

(2) Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children
Monday, January 23 2017

(3) Mary, Mother of the Church, Principal Patroness of Diocese
Saturday, May 27, 2017
See ORDO for: Liturgy of Hours for the day
Roman Missal and Lectionary Selections;
there is Glory to God at Mass

(4) Diocesan Day of Prayer for Human Rights and Equality
Monday, September 4, 2017

(5) Diocesan Day of Prayer for the Harvest and Fruits of the Earth
Thursday, November 23, 2017

SEASONAL PROCLAMATIONS:

(A)  The Christmas Proclamation:
Attached is the musical selection of The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ from The
Roman Martyrology. This text may be chanted or recited on December 24 before the
beginning of Christmas Mass during the Night.
It is found in Appendix I of the Roman Missal, Third Edition—pages 1293-1294.

(B)  The Epiphany Proclamation:
Attached is the musical selection of A nnouncement of Easter and the Moveable Feasts.
The proclamation of the date of Easter and the various dates that depend on Easter
(April 16th) is chanted by the deacon or cantor after the Gospel on the Solemnity of
Epiphany (Sunday, January 8th).
It is found in Appendix I of the Roman Missal, Third Edition—pages 1291-1292.



Page 4 - Advent/Christmas Season

(10) DIOCESAN LENTEN PENANCE SERVICES:
Bishop will gather with his priests on the following dates in Lent 2017:

Tuesday. April 4, Good Shepherd Parish, State College
Penance Service at 7:00 PM.

Wednesday. April 5, Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona
Penance Service at 6:30 PM.

Thursday, April 6, Saint John Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown
Penance Service at 6:30 PM.

(11) TIME OF THE EASTER VIGIL:

The Easter Vigil will be celebrated Saturday, April 15, 2017, no earlier than 8:30 PM,
Daylight Saving Time. Sunset is to occur at 7:53 PM that evening. This will allow for the
Easter Vigil to begin in darkness.

(12) BULLETIN INSERTS:

This liturgical year the Liturgy Office is providing liturgical inserts that will discuss the revised
Order of Celebrating Matrimony. These inserts will reflect on the theology of matrimony, the
gift of married couples to the Church, and the different aspects of the revised ritual.
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BULLETIN INSERTS: Liturgy Office, The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, 2016

ADVENT—CHRISTMAS, 2016

Liturgical Reflection...

The United States Catholic Conference of Bishops has directed the use
ORDER OF of the revised Order of Celebrating Matrimony. The former rite was initially
issued in 1969 following the Second Vatican Council. The Diocese of Altoona-
CELEBRATING  Johnstown begins the use of the revised ritual beginning this first week of
Advent. Workshops have occurred throughout the Diocese for clergy and
MATRIMONY liturgical musicians. The liturgical inserts will reflect on the theology of
matrimony, the gift of married couples to the Church, and the different aspects of
the revised ritual. It is hoped that all Catholics will gain a deepened appreciation

and love for this great Sacrament of the Church.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648

Liturgical Reflection...

Advent is a time of longing and expectation as we remember Mary
awaiting the birth of the Son of God. The new ritual for the Order of Celebrating
ORDER OF Matrimony (OCM) offers an Order of Blessing an Engaged Couple. The
CELEBRATING  ¢ngaged couple is longing and expecting the day of the celebration of their
marriage. The honorable betrothal of Christians is a special occasion for two
MATRIMONY families to pray together and receive a divine blessing. The blessing of the
engaged couple is a formal beginning of what will be completed at the
celebration of the Matrimony (OCM 218). This celebration of prayer is to be

adapted to suit particular circumstances.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648,

Liturgical Reflection...

This Thursday, December 8, is the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a Holy Day of Obligation for
Catholics; all are expected to participate at Mass on this day. This feast
celebrates that she who was to bear the Incarnate Word of God was immaculate
herself from the first moment of her conception. Our country places itself under
the protection of our patroness, Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception. Please
check the times for Mass as we pray for the United States of America through
the intercession of our Immaculate Mother.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

HOLY
DAY
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Liturgy Office, The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, 2016

ADVENT—CHRISTMAS., 2016

Liturgical Reflection...

Advent prepares us for Christmas. In the Order of Celebrating
ORDER OF Matrimony, the couple is directed to diligently prepare for the celebration of
their marriage. The couple participates in diocesan sponsored marriage
CELEBRATING preparation programs. Couples take the FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple
Communication, Understanding and Study) inventory; this is reviewed with
MATRIMONY  the priest or deacon celebrating the marriage. Couples meet with the priest or
deacon to discuss the theology of matrimony. And a time is scheduled to
prepare the marriage celebration itself. Marriage is a serious life vocation

and invites serious preparation.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

Christmas is very close. Everything must be ready for the great day
ORDER OF commemorating the birth of our Savior. As couples approach their wedding
day, the Order of Celebrating Matrimony (Number 29) directs that they be
CELEBRATING  directly involved in planning the liturgy for their marriage. Among the
choices and options, they may choose from the selection of scripture
MATRIMONY readings presented by the Church; the form for expressing their mutual
consent; the choice of Nuptial Blessing; the intentions of the Universal
Prayer; and music that is God centered. Great preparation is made in getting

ready to celebrate the Sacrament of Matrimony.

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648

Liturgical Reflection...

Today the Church celebrates the arrival of the Word Made Flesh on
this earth. Darkness is shattered; peace is proclaimed; divinity has made a
home with his people. The God who has no beginning or no end, has arrived
as an infant in a manger. We join the angels and shepherds in giving praise
to God. All the earth is filled with wonder. May we be filled with that awe
and wonder this Christmas Day. Salvation has arrived; we remember the
beginnings of our redemption!

2016, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

HOLY
DAY
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Liturgy Office, The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown., 2016

ADVENT—CHRISTMAS, 2016

ORDER OF
CELEBRATING
MATRIMONY

Liturgical Reflection...

This Sunday we celebrate the Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother.
Today the Church acclaims Mary with her most ancient title, Mother of God.
Mary showers her maternal love on her Son. The Order of Celebrating
Matrimony (Number 3) states that the institution of Marriage itself and conjugal
love are ordered to the procreation and formation of children. Children are thus
truly the supreme gift of Marriage and contribute greatly to the good of the
parents themselves. Motherhood and fatherhood are integral to married love.

2017, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648.

Liturgical Reflection...

Today is the Epiphany of the Lord and the last Sunday of Christmas
time. Tomorrow, Monday, January 9, is the feast of the Baptism of the Lord
and the formal ending of the Christmas season. Today the Church celebrates
with the wise visitors from the east that the Word Made Flesh has arrived for all
peoples and all nations. Jesus, born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth, and
crucified in Jerusalem, is Lord of all races and nations. May the Christian
Gospel be proclaimed throughout the world to all inhabitants.

2017, Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown, Liturgy Office, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648

HOLY
DAY
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ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

1516 The Advent Wreath may be blessed by a priest, deacon, or a lay
minister.

I. ORDER OF BLESSING
WITHIN MASS

1517 After the gospel reading, the celebrant in the homily, based on the
sacred text and pertinent to the particular place and the people involved,
explains the meaning of the celebration.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

1518 The general intercessions follow, either in the form usual at Mass or
in the form provided here. The celebrant concludes the intercessions with
the prayer of blessing. From the following intentions those best for the oc-
casion may be used or adapted, or other intentions that apply to the par-
ticular circumstances may be composed.

The celebrant says:

Christ came to bring us salvation and has promised to
come again. Let us pray that we may be always ready to
welcome him.

R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Or:
R. Come, Lord Jesus.

Assisting minister:

That the keeping of Advent may open our hearts to God’s
love, we pray to the Lord. R.

Assisting minister:
That the light of Christ may penetrate the darkness of
sin, we pray to the Lord. .

Assisting minister:
That this wreath may constantly remind us to prepare for
the coming of Christ, we pray to the Lord. R.

Assisting minister:
That the Christmas season may fill us with peace and joy

as we strive to follow the example of Jesus, we pray to
the Lord. R).




PRAYER OF BLESSING

1519 With hands outstretched, the celebrant says the prayer of blessing:
Lord God,
your Church joyfully awaits the coming of its Savior,
who enlightens our hearts
and dispels the darkness of ignorance and sin.

Pour forth your blessings upon us
as we light the candles of this wreath;
may their light reflect the splendor of Christ,
who is Lord, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

1520 Or:

Lord our God,
we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ:
he is Emmanuel, the hope of the peoples,
he is the wisdom that teaches and guides us,
he is the Savior of every nation.

Lord God,

let your blessing come upon us

as we light the candles of this wreath.

May the wreath and its light

be a sign of Christ’s promise to bring us salvation.
May he come quickly and not delay.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

The first candle is then lighted.




8991 Vd ‘bungsAbpyjor “pajg unbo yinos sz6
‘201Jo AbannT ‘umoisuyof-puooy)y Jo asao01( ‘9102

‘ATINOH (8uog juaApy eridordde Aue 10)
PI4OM 2y1 fo 1ybIT y3 21y om
"1yby Awt s1 paoT ay3 ‘ssawyupp ui 31s [ ybnoy | 10
(z€z a8ed ‘€bz Jaquunp ‘I] swnjop Areuornda) abpssajy (nfAof ay3 wipppoud  :HNOS HNISOTD
6-L:LYBOTIN  “DNIAVIYI
‘POD 2q syjuey], v
"seunisuLy)) jo Aep 1eals jeys
(1s) QHOM HHI 40 ADANLIT 01 sn Suulq uoneredaid Jusaapy ano Aews pue asead ur 09
:19pisald/uodead
udury qIv udwy [V
"pIoT Ino 1Sy ySnoayl sIy3 juern nndg AjoH ay1 pue
"SPUIISLIY)) JO Isedf Jeald oy ‘uog a3 pue ‘Iaye] 3yl + ‘noA ssajq pon AySruife Aej :19pisaid
1oy paredard sn aaey pue ssauaArSioj Imok
jo 18 ay1 puy Aew surs Ino Jo sSsauLIEAM .:u:m< v
g « "I9A9 pUE I9A9 10] ‘pOD) auo ‘JLIdg
ot 020 5 ks it S
} P qm p U X HM v ‘uog uanodag A[uQ Inox jo AjianeN paieme-guof a3yl jo
) BI0 ST ssaumau ay3 Aq 331§ 19s 3q ‘Uls Jo oL Y3 Yreauaq A1aAe[s
Aep JUSAPY SIY] SSOUSAIZIOJ [BIUIUIBIOES £q umop payStam ‘om ey ‘pon AySiuie ‘Aerd am Juein
10J Yse 0] IaYIeS8 IA\ 'SIAI[ pUE S1IBdY INO Ul -kead sn 397
Isuy)) 10§ aredaid 031 sn 10J SWI) SYI ST JUSAPY :IopIsald :19pIsald
"udury v [enuewwy ‘Quio) O ‘awo) O 31\’
.ﬁ.ﬂ&m \ﬁoz a3 jo pue “A>13W S, pOr) Ul pamaual
‘U0g a3 Jo pue ‘Iayiey ay3 JO SWeU + 3yl uj .I9p1sald a1e 9pq “saydeordde seunsuy) jo Isedj 3eAIZ YL, :IIPISAI]
(8uos uaapy dreurdordde Aue 1o0) iPnuUewwy ‘Qurod O ‘@uo) O vV
Au0]9 fo bupy ayy "p107 3y
10 ISy st oym Suny uroqmau ay3 19218 03 Apeal are ap\ :Iapisald
PIOM ay1 fo 1ybrT ay1 a1y ap4  :ONOS DNINAIO
(punis) i[enuewwy ‘Quo) O ‘@uo) O qIvV
"uts woyj uIni o3 YaSuals ay) sn saAIS JuIWRIIeS SIY ], :19pIsaid
j[Pnuewwy ‘Quro) O ‘Quo) O 31\’
urg Jo ssawIe(d a3 Surlrayieys Jysr] oyl St ISy "S3AI[ ANO

oju1 3yJ1] sBuLlq pue UIS JO SSAWR[IEP 33 SIANIRYS ISLIYD) :I9pIsald

9102 FIINUAS FINVNId LNIAAY (pupss) :4SIVdd 40 NOILLVAVIDO¥d



p40T O YUM 29 1o ADJA] sujunopy ay3 ybnoy

Pliom ay1 fo 1ybry ay3 a1y am 400d ayz fo A1) ay
sbuip s,a16p7 uO buog map y buig

yubg s,upptof ug D3N a4y nojg

(123u) 10 315) :NOISSAINOD TYNAIAIANI DNIINA

NOILLVITIONODFY 40 LNdVIOVS

‘Surnasyyueyy jo herd ur utof 03 ureurax
nv -fAmunuurod jo SuiBurs ay3 ur Sumurol yosanys jo Apoq Iy
0] SUINIAI JUSNUSJ “Pres ST NOLLRILNOD J0 1DV ON ‘ddueusd
e 2AI8 M 3s911d Sy ], "SuUlS SSIJUOD PUE UOISSIFUOD ISE[ I9Y/STY Sem
uaym £es [im Juajruad Sy ], ‘UOHN[OSqe PUBR UOISSJUOD [EnpIAIpUl
Toy yomyd umym soe[d 1LYl eI 5ISBMJ SNOLLOHAIA
(1s)

..... Iyed nQ IV

‘sn jySne) sey pio Q) Aerd sy Aead

am 1939803 ‘surs Ino ssajuod 01 Aep JUIAPY SN} 19YILS am Sy :19pIsald
(pupis)

HIAVEd SAJOTIHL

‘UDWIY  "UIS JO SUOISEIDO JBe3U ) PIOAR 0] pUE 310U OU
uis 0} ‘9oeis anok Jo day a3 YIIM ‘DAjosal Afurny [ "aAo] Au e jo
Surriasap pue pooS-[re are oym ‘pon Aw ‘nok puagjo Asy3 ssnedaq
[re Jo 3sowr 1nq quawysrund 3snf 1oL Jo asnedaq suls Au [[e 3sa319p
[ ‘nok papuago Sumney 10y A110s A[nIeay ure | ‘pon A O B\

“‘uonLIuod jo Iakexd orqnd Ino xews am 19Y1Z0], ‘SIAY INO UI 13139G
Op 03 JA[OS3I M ‘PISSIJUOD 3G 01 SUIS Y} 10J ALIOS aIe app  :IIPISal]

“HONVINAdAY 40 LOV

¢ umo Awr yam Addey | ury
£y Awr ur sSunyy arowr pey [ ysim | o
*spoo3 s Joqy3au 1oL 19402 10U [[eYs nox ‘X

3] 8,35 auoawios i uaddey sSunp pood usym mykol [ ury
¢S SUOSLIOS JO snojea | ury
-asnods s roqySeu.moA 1940 jou [leys nox Y]

¢3UIEU POOS SFUOALIE paumm | 2ARH

$Peq spuoiue puryeq usyods 1o padissod ‘pay [ aaeH
“JoqySPu.mo/ jsureSe ssatnim asTey reaq jou reys nox ‘ITIA

;Apasu pue 100d 3y) Yam aABY | JBYM SIRYS 01 335 | 0(]
£9UTUI JOU ST JBYM UDE) | dARH
‘[e91s J0U [[BYs nox °TIA

$SI9I0 10 JpasAur yam anduar Affenxas usaq [ sAeH
*AI3][NPpe JMUWOoD J0U [[eYyS NOX ‘JA

;[0Y0d[e 10 SSnIp pasnqe [ aArH
;auohue paurrey AredtsAyd | aaey
TP Iou Jreys nox A

SUAIp[IYD pue asnods o3 saniiqisuodsal Ajrurey Aw pajdajdau | aaey
;3w 1ano Lyuroyine ur asod pue syuared Aw £3qo pue rouoy [ o]
“J2{J0UI pue I3YIeJ INoA Jouoy [[eYs NOX ‘Al

:Aep Ajoy e se fepung doady 01 An [ og
cuonesiqQ jo ske( Ajo uo Io Aepung uo A[21eI3qI[ap SSBIA PasSTUI | dARH
‘kep yreqqeg ay1 Ajoy daay [reys nox ‘i1

s A1ssarared 10 APyST 31 pasn 1o swieu A[oY S,po) paIMSUI [ SARH
‘ureA Ui pox) INoA pIoT Y3 JO Ureu 3y e} 10U [[eys nox ‘II

¢ pon uey juerroduur arow Jurnyidue 1o suoiue spewr [ aaey

¢3Jn Awr ur aoerd 181y 3ty proy Ann poo) saoqg

*aur 310J2q Spo3 as[ej aAey Jou [feys nok {pos mok pro sy ureJ °|
:J0JRIUDWILIO) /U0DBI(]

‘3DUSIDSUOD INO SUTUWIEXS MOU A\ ‘UOTIRAJES InO Jo Suruuidaq ap
ST YAIIq ST} °SSIUD[IED JDUO Sem I3y aIaym Y Surrq [[im Isuy) ‘suls
INO 3AISIOJ [[Im POD) 18T ISNO YIIM SUIBIY INO S[[Y W) JUIAPY :IapIsald

(123u)]) “HONAIDOSNOD 4O NOILLVNINVXAH



| will arise; though | sit in darkness, the Lorb is my light.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Micah

will look to the Lorp,
I will put my trust in God my savior;
my God will hear me!

Rejoice not over me, O my enemy!
though I have fallen, I will arise;
though I sit in darkness, the Lorp is my light.
The wrath of the Lorp I will endure
because I have sinned against him,
Until he takes up my cause,
and establishes my right.
He will bring me forth to the light;
I will see his justice.

The word of the Lord.

1:7-9



At the conclusion of the Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful) on Friday, December 30, 2016.

PRAYER OF BLESSING—FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

O God,
you have created us in love and saved us in mercy,
and through the bond of marriage
you have established the family
and willed that it should become a sign of
Christ’s love for his Church.
Shower your blessings on these families
gathered here in your name.
Enable those who are joined by one love
to support one another
by their fervor of spirit and devotion to prayer.
Make them responsive to the needs of others

and witnesses to the faith in all they say and do.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Book of Blessings, Catholic Book Publishing Company, New York, 1989, Page 44




ORDER FOR THE BLESSING OF THE NATIVITY SCENE

1562 After the gospel reading, the celebrant in the homily, based on the
sacred text and pertinent to the particular place and the people involved,
explains the meaning of the celebration.

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS

1563 The general intercessions foliow, either in the form usual at Mass or
in the form provided here. The celebrant concludes the intercessions with
the prayer of blessing. From the following intentions those best for the oc-
casion may be used or adapted, or other intentions that apply to the par-
ticular circumstances may be composed.

The celebrant may introduce the intercessions with these or similar words:

Let us ask for God’s blessing on this Christmas manger
and upon ourselves, that we who reflect on the birth of
Jesus may share in the salvation he accomplished.

R. Lord, hear our prayer.
Or:
R. Come, Lord, dwell with us.

Assisting minister:

For the Church of God, as we recall the circumstances
surrounding the birth of Christ, that we may always pro-
claim with joy his gift of new life for all people, we pray
to the Lord. R. '

Assisting minister:

For the world in which we live, that it may come to rec-
ognize Christ who was greeted by the angels and
shepherds, we pray to the Lord. R\

Assisting minister:
For our families and our homes, that Christ who was laid

in the manger may dwell with us always, we pray to the
Lord. B.

Assisting minister:

For parents, that their love for their children may be
modeled on that of the Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, we
pray to the Lord. R.




PRAYER OF BLESSING

1564 With hands outstretched, the celebrant says the prayer of blessing:

God of every nation and people,

from the very beginning of creation

you have made manifest your love:

when our need for a Savior was great

you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives he brings joy and peace,

justice, mercy, and love.

God,

bless all who look upon this manger;

may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,
and raise up our thoughts to him,

who is God-with-us and Savior of all,

and who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.




VARIOUS CHANTS FOR THE ORDER OF MASS 1293

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

from the Roman Martyrology

The announcement of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord from the Roman
Martyrology draws upon Sacred Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ. It
begins with creation and relates the birth of the Lord to the major events and personages
of sacred and secular history. The particular events contained in the announcement help
pastorally to situate the birth of Jesus in the context of salvation history.

This text, The Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, may be chanted or recited, most
appropriately on December 24, during the celebration of the Liturgy of the Hours. It
may also be chanted or recited before the beginning of Christmas Mass during the
Night. It may not replace any part of the Mass.
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covenant and peace; in the twenty-first century since Abraham,
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in the one hundred:and ninety-fourth O -lym-pi-ad, in the year
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seven hundred and fifty-two since the foundation of the City of
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Rome, in the forty-second year in the reign of Caesar Octavi-
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eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, desiring to consecrate the
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world by his most loving presence, was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
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and when nine months had passed since his conception, was born
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of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of Judah, and was made man:
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The Nativity of Our Lord Je-sus Christ according to the flesh.




VARIOUS CHANTS FOR THE ORDER OF MASS 1291

The Announcement of Easter and the Moveable Feasts

On the Epiphany of the Lord, after the singing of the Gospel, a Deacon or cantor, in
keeping with an ancient practice of Holy Church, announces from the ambo the
moveable feasts of the current year according to this formula:
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Know, dear brethren, (broth-ers and sis-ters,) that, as we have re-
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e -joiced at the Nativity of our Lord Je -sus Christ, so by leave of
0 )
— —er—t e 1|
® God’s mer-cy we announce to you al-so the joy of his Resur-
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* -rection, who is our Sav - ior. On the... day of will
1st March
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* fall Ash Wednes -day, and the beginning of the fast of the most
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sacred Lent-en sea -son. On the ... day of ]
A 16th April
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you will celebrate with  joy East -er Day, the Paschal feast of our
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Lord Je - sus Christ. On the... day of will be the
25th | May
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As-cen-sion of our Lord Je - sus Ch;ist. On the . . . day of
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*  the feast of Pen - te -cost. On the ... day of the feast of the
A _ 18th June
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® Most Holy Bod -y and Blood of Christ. On the ... day of
0 " ' 3rd
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* the First Sunday of the Ad-vent of our Lord Je-sus
December
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Christ, to whom is honor and glory for  ev-erand ev-er. A-men.



