Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
Office of the Chancellor

927 S. Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-2604

Telephone: (814) 695-5579
Fax: (814) 695-8894
Website: www.dioceseaj.org

October 4, 2017

Dear Pastor/Administrator,

We have been informed from the P. J. Kenedy & Sons that the blue updated forms which
are sent directly to parishes have not been sent out. The reason for this delay is due to the test of an
online system for updating their forms for the 2018 edition. However, our Diocesan General
Statistics Report for 2017 will need to be returned to our office no later than October 2379, With
the confusion of the P. J. Kenedy & Sons issue, we have extended the return date of our white form.

Once these plans have been finalized, we will be given an official notification. In addition,
the individual parishes, schools and other corporate entities will receive a mail notification with
instructions on how to access the new system. It is our understanding there will be a revision with
deadlines for reports to be completed to provide ample time.

As soon as we have an update on the above information, we will let you know.

If you purchased a new 2017 edition of The Catholic Directory, there has been a delay in
production. At this time, we do not know when they will be mailed out.

If you have any questions, please let my office know.

”\

yours ip Christ,

18.) Teresa M. Stayer, Chancellor



Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
Office of the Chancellor

927 S. Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-2604

Telephone: (814) 695-5579
Fax: (814) 695-8894
Website: www.dioceseaj.org

TO: Diocesan Clergy and Directors
FROM: (Mrs.) Teresa M. Stayer, Chancello
RE: Holiday Schedule 2018

ADMINISTRATION CENTER HOLIDAYS - 2018

Diocesan Offices will be closed on these dates:

January 1 Monday New Year’s Day

January 15 Monday Martin Luther King’s Birthday
February 19 Monday Presidents’ Day

March 29-April 2 Thursday-Monday Holy Triduum/Easter
May 10 Thursday Ascension

May 28 Monday Memorial Day

July 4 Wednesday Independence Day

August 15 Wednesday Assumption of the B.V.M.
September 3 Monday Labor Day

October 8 Monday Columbus Day

November 1 Thursday All Saints Day

November 12 Monday Veteran’s Day

November 22-23 Thursday-Friday Thanksgiving

December 24-26 Monday-Wednesday Christmas

December 31 Monday New Year’s Eve

January 1, 2019 Tuesday New Year’s Day
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Special Collection Memo

To: Pastors and Parochial Administrators
From: Pam Seasoltz, Director of Stewardship & Development

Re: Second Collection for Catholic Charities

This year, the second collection for Catholic Charities of Altoona-Johnstown will occur after
Thanksgiving on November 26 (Christ the King Sunday). Bulletin flyers and/or envelopes are
enclosed.

For the weekend of November 18 & 19, all parishes should:
1) Print an announcement in your bulletin (sample below),
2) Include the collection in verbal announcement at all masses (hold up the insert), and,
3) Distribute bulletin inserts and/or special envelopes.

Even if you did not request bulletin flyers, we have sent you a small amount for use as mini-
posters or for placement in a gathering space. For the sake of everyone who walks through
Catholic Charities doors, please do not throw them away. If you are inspired to distribute more
than we provided, please call us at (814) 695-5577 for extras.

Please modify this bulletin announcement to suit your style.

Please forward individual checks and parish checks to:

Catholic Charities

Second Collection for Catholic Charities

For 77 years, Catholic Charities has helped our neighbors throughout Central Pennsylvania
regardless of faith or background. 100% of contributions received through next weekend’s
second collection will directly help your neighbors in need. Please return your Catholic Charities
envelope or make your gift online at www.catholiccharitiesaj.org. Thank you for helping Catholic
Charities of Altoona-Johnstown reduce poverty in communities throughout our diocese.

1300 12" Avenue
Altoona, PA 16601

Thank you. May God bless you for raising awareness about Catholic Charities!



YOUR GIFT,
A NEIGHBOR'’S HOPE

LIVE UNITED

United
Way

)

Community Partner

Annual Second Collection
NOVEMBER 26

Five Reasons to Give

= |

'-Ju‘-' Neighbors helping neighbors: Your gift stays in your county,

impacting an individual or family, and your local community.

A hand-up: We help clients stabilize their finances so they are less likely to
need emergency financial help in the future.

'-ff' Transitional support: 86% of our clients need a one-time-only gift to

manage temporary financial instability caused by a major life event.

Serving all people: (atholic Charities helps all people regardless of
their faith,

Growing need: Widening gaps in existing social service programs leave
many of our area’s seniors and families facing hunger and homelessness,
forcing them to choose between paying for medicine or utility bills, childcare
or food.

MAKE YOUR DONATION ON NOVEMBER 26 WITH THE
ENVELOPE PROVIDED BY YOUR PARISH.

Thank you for putting your faith into action by helping your
neighbors who are unable to afford basic necessities, like heat,
water, and electricity, in their greatest time of need.

Your support is appreciated and makes a difference Sf:it?&lg C“ h‘fﬂ} ILcs

year-round: Learn more, or seek our help:

= Give online at www.catholiccharitiesaj.org. Altoona: 814-944-9388

= Mail to Catholic Charities, 1300 Twelfth Ave., Altoona, Johnstown: 814-535-6538
PA 16601 Bellefonte: 814-353-0502

= Make a gift of stock or remember Catholic Charities Martha & Mary House:
through a bequest by contacting Diocesan 814-254-4413

Development at 814-695-5577

www.catholiccharitiesaj.org



Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

Family Life Office
5379 Portage St.

Lilly, PA 15938

Telephone (814) 886-5551
Facsimile (814) 886-7697
familylife@dioceseaj.org

October 17,2017

TO: Clergy, Campus ministers, parish bulletin editors

2018 Marriage Preparation Schedule

= A list of Marriage Preparation dates for 2018 is available online at
dioceseaj.org. Click on Ministries/Marriage Preparation. The
information can also be accessed under Offices/Family Life. Click on
the green Marriage Preparation box. Please refer your engaged couples
to either of these sites.

* Printed brochures will be distributed at the Clergy Conference for
couples who do not have access to the internet. A copy of the schedule
is included in this clergy mailing.
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IDEAS FOR LIVING BETTER FROM THE FAMILY LIFE OFFICE

Family Ritual
Feast of Christ the King-November 26

This feast is celebrated on the last Sunday of the
Church calendar. Whatever may happen, Jesus

Christ will reign in the end. He is the King of all
creation.

During your seasonal preparation,
invite Christ the King to rule your
heart by loving and serving others,
especially the poor and by
forgiving your enemies.

Christ the King

Celebrating Thanksgiving

¥ What are some of the most difficult times you’ve
experienced as a family this year? Looking back,
can you find a reason for being thankful even for
the negative?

¥ What is distinctive about your Thanksgiving
Dinner? Is it one of the food items served? Is it
one of the customs, prayers, or activities that
makes it special? Whatever it is, be sure you keep
it alive as your “Family Tradition.”

¥ Have family members write a letter of
Thanksgiving to someone who touched their life
in some special way within the past year.

¥ Thanksgiving would be an ideal time for your
family to celebrate the Eucharist. The word
Eucharist means Thanksgiving. There is no
obligation to attend Mass but the extra effort to
do so makes it a little extra special.

¥ Let as many members of the
family as possible assist in the
preparation of the Thanksgiving
meal Each can do somethlng

each one contributed to the meal.

Reprinted from Holiday Spirituality in the Home-
Thanksgiving to Epiphany. Published by the Family Life
Office-Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown.

Families and the Gospel

November 5 Mt. 23:1-12

In today’s gospel Jesus describes the vocation of
parents: “The greatest among you must be your
servant.” Children take our blood, genes, strength,
name, patience and resources. A parent’s servitude
begins at the moment of conception. The Lord is
present in each of our acts of selfless service.

November 12 Mt. 25:1-13

Five bridesmaids in today’s gospel were considered
foolish because they let their lamps go out. Don’t be
foolish. Pay attention to the small acts necessary to
keep the flame alive in all your relationships.

November 19 Mt. 25:14-30

As the man in the gospel entrusted his servants with
his money, so God has entrusted our family to us.
Like the good servants we are expected, not to play it
safe, but to selflessly and totally invest ourselves in
each other.

November 26 Mt. 25:31-46

“When you feed or give a drink or clothing to the
least, you did it for me.” Today Jesus teaches us that
parenting is sacramental. The routine actions of
family life are religious and priestly
for we make Christ present in what
we do. Family Life is Beatitude life.

Reprinted with permission from:
A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

Where are you going?

“Always consider yourselves
pilgrims on the move toward
the Lord.” —Saint Augustine




Finding Joy in Difficult Times

JOY! What a delightful word that is! Joy should be
the hallmark of who we are as Christians; joy should
define the way we live. We have that on no less an
authority than Jesus Himself, who said at
the Last Supper: “I have said these things 4
to you so that my joy may be in yous, and
that your joy may be complete.” -
(John 15:11) v

It’s a beautiful thought, isn’t it? The
same sentiment was expressed in another way by Blessed
Elizabeth of the Trinity, a 19th-century Carmelite nun:
“The secret of happiness, and the secret of all the saints,
is that they loved God as a friend.”

It all sounds simple enough, and reasonable
enough, until you remember that every one of us is
saddled with something called the human condition,
and our all-too-human emotions—doubt, suffering,
anger, fear—can get into the way of the joy that can
be ours.

We all need to know that God is a faithful friend,
especially in difficult times. People who don’t know
about divine love often ask, “Where was God when I
needed Him?” Those who know Him as a friend are
more inclined to trust Him in all circumstances.

But there are times when even people with strong
faith falter in the face of tragedy. And tragedy is the
work to describe the powerful tsunami that struck
Southeast Asia in December of 2004, taking the
lives of nearly a quarter-million people. Close to a
million were left homeless. The hopelessness and
despair of the tsunami’s aftermath shook the faith of
nearly everyone, including a local Roman Catholic
bishop named Joseph K Swampillia of Sri Lanka.
“This disaster has shaken my faith,” he told The
Wall Street Journal, “and yet I know it was faith that
saved us.”

A shaken faith is not a shattered faith. Pain is
pain, and each individual has to deal with suffering
in his or her own way. But those who have God as a
friend draw strength from Him, and manage to carry
on with courage.

When someone asks them, “Where was God in
this tragedy?” they are able to say that He was on the
scene, encouraging the victims to help one another.
They might add that God was also active all over the
world, inspiring millions of people to send money
for food and medical supplies. This happens over
and over again as catastrophes hit us unexpectedly.

God is strong enough to overlook the indignation
of those who doubt Him, and gentle enough to
accept all kinds of ridicule and rejection, because He
remains loving in all circumstances.

Christopher News Notes
5 Hanover Square, New York, NY 10004

On Generosity

Franciscan Virtues Through the Year, p. 49

“Generosity is more than giving. It means
giving from your want, from your need, not just
giving what you have left over. Can you remember
a time when someone showed you
generosity? ...Additionally, generosity can be
shown with gifts of time or a listening ear. We can
be generous in sharing our talents or our
knowledge. Generosity is giving an undeserved gift
without expecting gratitude or repayment...

The reflection concludes, “Is it possible to be
generous to a fault? St. Francis would not think so.
He would consider how generous God is with us.
He gives his very best. He gives us himself in His
Son... We can never out give God. St. Francis
thanked God profusely and constantly for His
generosity.

“Have you thanked God lately for his
outpouring of undeserved generosity in your life?”

Reprinted with permission from:
“Apple Seeds” Fr. Brian Cavenaugh, T.O.R.

Music to Their Ears!

Music is recognized and used as a therapeutic tool
in promoting mental health. Through the centuries the
family of man has used music to help celebrate the
joys of life as well as to help bear the sorrows.

How does music fit into the educational and
developmental aspects of the lives of our children? It
has been established that children learn through the
senses. Studies have shown that infants are quieter
and more relaxed when there is constant soft music in
their environment.

As the child grows, you can provide your child
with valuable learning tools in the form of music-
making toys or objects. Clap out rhythms with your
child. Dance with them. Label what you are doing as
you and your child sing, hum, jig, dance, or clap to
music. Children take great delight in responding to
music they learn to recognize. Various musical
rhythms and patterns help a child to correlate sensory
learning. When a child has mastered a degree of
sensory learning, they can move on to symbolic and
abstract learning.

Adequate exposure to music will help the child
acquire a keener sensitivity to their environment and

enhance physical development. ‘ ,

Reprinted with penmission from:

J. E. Van Horn, Ph.D.

Family Sociology Extension Specialist
The Pennsylvania State University



