Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

Temporalities Secretariat

Office of Finance

927 S. Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
Telephone: (814) 695-5579
Fax: (814) 695-8894

Memorandum Website: www.ajdiocese.org

Date: July 27,2017
To:  Pastors & Parish Administrators
Fr.  Matt Stever, CFO N\U/’S

Re: 2017 Catholic Ministries Drive Parish Progress Report

As the 2017 Catholic Ministries Drive continues in parishes throughout the Diocese, I am writing
to provide you an update on our progress and to appeal for your support and continued prayers.

Attached is the latest progress report through July 24", To date, 13 parishes have surpassed their
targets through total “Gifts/Pledges” of which 4 qualified for refunds by amounts “Received”.
Overall receipts totaled 58% of our Diocesan target as compared to 63% received at this stage of
the campaign last year. Total pledged amounts stand at 68% of target verses 74% last year.

The 14 ministries underpinning our quest to care for the poor, strengthen our families, nurture our
youth and form our clergy/laity will be funded solely by this drive in FY17/18. Funding allocations
to each ministry will be granted through the Catholic Ministries Drive committee. No other
Diocesan financial support will be available.

We are grateful for the generosity of the Catholic faithful, and we thank you for all that you have
done to encourage participation in your faith community. We ask that you continue to support our
efforts by stressing the importance of the Catholic Ministries Drive and assuring your parishioners
that all money collected will be used exclusively to fund vital ministries in the Diocese. The fund
does not support core administrative offices of the Diocese. It is also important that the faithful
understand that money a parish receives beyond its target stays in that parish for special projects.

Our Diocesan Church faces many challenges, but our mission of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus
Christ will continue. The Catholic Ministries Drive is essential in aiding that mission, and support
from your parish is critical to our overall success. Thank you for your leadership and for your
tireless service to our Church. Please know that I am available to assist you in any way I can and
to answer any questions you may have.

Sincerely in Christ, Matt
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2017 Ca.thOliC MlnlStrleS DI‘ ive Talking Points

The “Catholic Ministries Drive” will provide 100% of revenue for a specific group of
vital ministries in the fiscal year beginning on July 1. The ministries are entirely
dependent upon contributions received through the Catholic Ministries Drive.

These ministries are divided into three categories:
o Caring for the Poor & Strengthening Families

= Catholic Charities, Family Life, Fulton County Catholic Mission &
Missions Office - Mandeville Diocese in Jamaica

o Nurturing Our Youth

= Campus Ministry, Educating Youth, Sacramental Preparation, Youth
Ministry

o Forming Clergy & Laity

*  Adult Enrichment, Christian Initiation (RCIA), Evangelization, Lay
Ecclesial Ministry, Priests’ Vocations, Ongoing Formation of Priests &
Deacons

o Only 1.5% of the total target goal will be budgeted for campaign expenses.

The Fund no longer supports core administrative offices of the diocese.

Each parish is asked to achieve a “target” amount. Contributions exceeding the parish’s
target will be refunded to the parish free from assessment.

Contributions to the 2017 Catholic Ministries Drive will be allocated during the fiscal
year beginning on July 1, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2018.

The Catholic Ministries Drive committee will provide oversight of fund allocations to the
above ministries, ensuring that contributions fulfill the mission of the bishop to proclaim
the Gospel message of Jesus Christ.



Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministries

625 Park Avenue

Johnstown, PA 15902
Telephone: (814) 361-2000
E-mail: mheinze@dioceseaj.org

LAY

b

TO: Pastors and Bulletin Editors

FROM: Deacon Michael Russo, Ministerial Coordinator
RE: Upcoming Classes
DATE

August 1, 2017

BULLETIN NOTICE
Please run the following bulletin announcement as space permits.

Thank you!

Do Something For Yourself!

Encounter the fullness of Christ with ongoing faith formation. The Office of Adult
Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministry has announced the following classes for the
2017 Fall Schedule: Heart of Faith, Old Testament, New Testament, Wisdom
Literature and Psalms, The Writings of John and Ecclesiology. For a description of
classes, locations, times, registration forms and to learn more about our programs visit

www.dioceseaj.org/lay-ecclesial-ministry/ or contact Marybeth at (814) 361-2000. All

are welcome!




Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

Adult Enrichment and Lay Ecclesial Ministries
625 Park Avenue

Johnstown, PA 15902

Telephone: (814) 364-2000

E-mail: mheinze@dioceseaj.org

Website: www.ajdiocese.org/lay-ecclesial-ministry

TO: All Pastors and parish Bulletin Editors
FROM: Deacon Michael Russo, Ministerial Coordinator
RE: The Shroud of Turin Talk

-Bulletin Announcement-

Please run this announcement in your bulletins as space allows.
Thank you!

SAVE THE DATE!

Is this the face of Jesus?

The Shroud of Turin Talk will be held at St. Benedict Parish, 2310 Bedford Street, Johnstown, Sunday
October 29, 2017 at 3:00 PM. In 2013 Bill Wingard established “Shroud Talks” to present the history
and science of the Shroud of Turin and tackle the biggest mystery...Is the Shroud the actual burial
cloth? Personal research coupled with the knowledge and help of the original photographer, Barrie
Schwortz, for scientific evaluation in 1978 make for a powerful and comprehensive presentation that will
not disappoint. You are invited to hear the talk and see the full size replica of the Shroud of Turin.
Attendees are encouraged to bring their cameras. No tickets are required; a love offering will be
collected. For more information, contact Deacon Michael at (814) 288-3036 or email:
michael. russo@atlanticbb.net. All are welcome!
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Family

Catholic

An Invitation to Live in Joy and Peace

2018 Catholic Family Calendar
O

e Monthly scripture quote

» Reflective graphic changes each month

o Weekly Sunday readings with discussion questions
o Catholic Feast Days, Holy Days, Holidays

« Simple daily activities or thoughts to foster family
spirituality and communication

¢ Large spaces each day encourage families to record
schedules, celebrations and significant moments

o Calendar published since 1982 by the Family Life
Office, Altoona-Johnstown Diocese...our 36th year!

Organization/Church/Sponsor

Calendar

REMINDER

Ordering deadlin€
August 4, 2017

« 2018 Theme: “The Beatitudes”

Each month will focus on an
inspirational saying inviting
people to live in joy and peace.

« Evangelizing tool
 For families of all ages and stages

« Promotes family communication
and faith sharing!

$1.10 each—*100 & up
*free Sponsor/Organization ADS available

$3.00 each—1-99 No 4ds

Shipping/handling charges extra
Delivery option available

Address

# of 2018 calendars ordered

City

State Zip

Phone

Signature of Person Ordering

UPS Shipping Address (if different than above)

Deadline for bulk orders over 100 with ADS...August 4, 2017

*Church/Organization Advertisement No Yes
*Sponsor Advertisement No Yes
If yes, send ad as you wish it to appear on calendars.

Ad size: 1-3/4” high x 9-1/2" wide—Please type/print ad information

Ad proof will be sent or emailed in August 2017, prior to final printing.

Orders invoiced
after receipt in late
Oct. 2017 or pay
now and shipping
costs later.

Mail form to: Family Life Office
Altoona-Johnstown Diocese
5379 Portage St., Lilly, PA 15938
familylife@dioceseaj.org
814-886-5551 Fax: 814-886-7697




April 2018

Sample
page

2018

Adulft What are you
daing in your life to
move toward light

Chitd: How can you let
the light of your faith in
Jesus shine for others to

rather than darkness?

see?

{fnol, magbe | am fraly longing
spiritual Jood only Christ can give.

for

“living water” for your Jesus helped make you Go outside. Praise God Chat with Mary about Acts 9:26-31/1Jn3.18-24
own joumey of faith? stronger. in your own words. Smile at two strangers Eat together her Son Jn151-8
29 White o 30 White
5th Sunday St Pius V = A e — —
of Easter !
Easter Season ad 1 O . - . |
1im | Experigncing datisfaction?

Church/Organization ad space

Also sold to schools, religious education programs, KofC, CDA, etc.

Calendars sold throughout U.S.

Sponsor ad space

*Funeral home, parish, business, parish organization, etc.
Most businesses gladly sponsor this calendar upon request.

Order over 100 calendars,

- -
Sunday Monday Tuesday |Wednesday| Thursday Friday Saturday (: ath°| ic
White ‘White White While White White White
Resurrection 2 3 4 5 6 7 L)
n Family
EASTER SUNDAY Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season
Adult. Why do you
believe that you will Chitd Who has helped Sunday Readings
love with Christ for all you believe that you will Say a "different” meal Plant, pick or buy How da you Study scrip be a Acts 4 32-35/1dn 5 1-8
eternity? live with Jesus forever? prayer. flowers for you home the 50 days of Easter? river, not a3 swamp Jn 20:19-31
White o White White Red White White White
B 2nd Sunday 9 Annunciation 1 o 1 1 St. Stanislaus 1 2 1 3 St Martin | 14
of Easter of the Lord
(Sunday of
Divine Mercy) Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season iEaster Season
Adult What could you
do to inspire your family | Child. What could you
to resemble the early and your family do to Sunday Readings
Christians more help others who are in Identify a blessing you Share some joy Smile Spend time in nature Participate in a prayer Acts 3:113-15 17-18
closely? need? received today all day long Take piclures chain 1Jn 2:1-5a/Lk 24'35-48
White ® White White White White White White
15 e, |16 17 18 19 20 21 e
of Easter
Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season
Child What question would
Adult. What questions  |you like o ask someone Sunday Readings
about Jesus still arise in |about Jesus' appearance Start your day with a Cook something from Pick up litter as a family Acls 4 8-12/1Un 3 1-2
the midst of your faith? |to the Apostles? prayer of gratilude Grandma's recipe box Read Numbers 6 24-26. project. Jn1011-18
White o White White Red White White White
22 4th Sunday 23 St George 24 St Fidelis of 25 St. Mark 26 27 28 St. Peter Chanel
of Easter St. Adalbert Sigmaringen St. Louis Mary
de Montfort
Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Season Easter Seasan Easter Season
Adult Where have you | Chéd. Name some times
found a source of when your belief in Sunday Readings

AD size
1%" high x 912" wide
Visible all year

To order, contact publisher at 814-886-5551

familyife@dioceseaj.org AD IS FREE
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Family Life Office
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Family Ritual

I¢’s a Heavenly Thing!

August 15th is the feast of the Assumption when

Mary was assumed body and soul into “heaven” to

be united with her Beloved Son, Jesus.

- Pray for three or more different family members
or friends that have passed into eternal life and
think about the joy of :
being reunited with them
in “heaven.”

- After attending Sunday
Mass as a family, have a “heavenly” treat of an
ice cream sundae!

Lessons for Students
By Earl Nightingale
“The Way Will Clear,” Insight, #63, p.4 & 57

“There’s a great lesson in a story for students
who wonder about the necessity of going on, day
after day, studying subjects in which they find no
particular interest, and which seem to be leading
nowhere. Remember the line, ‘And the work you
began in the fog you continue in the sunlight.” Just
stay with your studies, do your best each day, and
you’ll find a valuable place in your future for what
you’re learning today.”

“...It’s been said that the solution to
every problem is so close, you can
reach out and touch it. But you can’t
touch it with your hand until you touch
it with a bit of lateral creative thinking.

Children seem to be better at lateral
thinking than grown-ups, unless
grown-ups work at it and practice it. And they can
learn the knack—or perhaps relearn it would be
more appropriate. We all were creative children at
one time, before we had it worn off or knocked out
of us by unimaginative, dull adults.”

Reprinted with permission from:
Apple Seeds, Fr. Brian Cavanaugh, TOR

Families and the Gospel

August 6 Mt. 17:1-9

In today’s gospel the apostles had an amazing
experience of Jesus. With those we love we also have
peak experiences of passion, appreciation, love and
intimacy. Like the apostles we can’t stay on the
mountain top. We must return to the valley of
ordinary life. It is the memory of the peak moments
that carry us through those difficult moments.

August 13 Mt. 14:22-33

The demands of family can be so overwhelming we
feel walking on water would be easier. When Jesus
was pressured, He dismissed everyone, so he could
be “by himself and pray.” When overwhelmed and
stressed, go to a quiet place and surrender your
pressured feelings to the Lord using Peter’s prayer in
today’s gospel: “Lord, save me.”

August 20 Mt. 15:21-28

The mother in today’s gospel persisted, even when
she was ignored and insulted. She would do whatever
was necessary to bring relief to her child. Parenting is
more than bringing life into the world; it is also about
sacrificing daily for your children.

August 27 Mt. 16:13-20

Jesus put Peter in charge of the Church and expected
him to be a leader even though he was imperfect.
Every parent is imperfect but Jesus expects us to lead
our family despite our personal faults. Imperfection is
not an excuse to neglect our role. It is
our challenge.

Reprinted with permission from
A Family Perspective by Bud Ozar

| / Smile!! What would the world be like

@'_‘ without smiles? After the prayer before meals,

A passa smile to each person at the table. Make
this a mealtime ritual even on grumpy days.




Late Summer Fun

As the summer winds down and the children are
starting to get tired playing with their summer toys,
playing with play dough can help their creativity as
well as strengthen muscles in their hands.

You don’t need to buy play dough at the store. Have
your child help you make your own play dough.

Homemade Play Dough
1 cup white flour

1/4 cup salt

2 Tbsp cream of tartar

1 cup water

1 Thbsp. vegetable oil
Food coloring

Mix the flour, salt, cream of tartar, water, & oil in a
medium saucepan. Cook over medium heat, stirring
constantly (3-5 minutes). Mixture will become stiff.
Keep stirring until the mixture cleans the bowl like
pie dough. Divide into 2-3 balls and add coloring to
each ball. Knead like bread on a lightly floured
surface. Store in a plastic bag or air tight container.

Ry

Encourage your child to roll, pound, squeeze, and
pat the dough into different shapes. Let them use
cookie cutters to cut out different shapes. Or roll
out long snakes and have them make letters and
numbers.

Using a rolling pin to flatten the dough, make
different prints using buttons, seeds, paper clips,
uncooked macaroni, etc. Have fun getting creative.

Reprinted with permission from:
COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE
The Pennsylvania State University
University Park, PA 16802

On Our Team...

We encourage one another,
We build one another up,
We are at peace with each other,
We seek to do good,

We rejoice,

We give thanks,

We pray constantly,

On our Team.

Adapted from 1 Thess. 5:11, 13, 15-18
Reprinted with permission from:
“Apple Seeds” Fr. Brian Cavenaugh, T.O.R

Why Faith and Community Matter to Teens

I know that God is leading me into a bright future.
That’s what brings me strength and confidence because
I have confidence in Him. -Lauren, High School student

Every generation of teens has challenges. Today’s
young people face cultural influences and peer pressure
that could overwhelm even the most confident and
well-adjusted teen. Yet many avoid danger and remain
strong, healthy, and connected to their families. They
have discovered inner strength, developed the courage
to make right choices, and emerged as positive aduits.

Volunteer work and charitable efforts encourage
young people to have a constructive outlook on life. At
age 13, Brie had surgery to remove a brain tumor.
When Brie became depressed, her doctor suggested she
attend a camp for children with cancer. Brie returned
home with a positive attitude. Her family started Brie’s
Buddies, a non-profit organization that raised money to
fund camp experiences for children with cancer. Brie
says, “I wanted to make sure that other children could
have the same experiences that I have had.” She also
wanted “to give children with cancer a chance to be a
kid again.”

According to a University of Illinois study, faith-
based groups provide the highest rates of growth
experiences of all organized teen activities. A professor
at the university says, “These groups, whether a church,
synagogue, or mosque, provide a positive belief system
that addresses the issues that teens struggle with.”

Putting faith into action builds character and
confidence and helps teens grow aware of others’
needs. According to a study by the Corporation for
National Community Service an estimated 15.5 million
youth, ages 12-18, participate in volunteer activities
and contribute 1.3 billion hours of community service
annually.

Faith is an integral part of nurturing strength of
spirit and peace of mind. Lyn, a young teen whose
cousin died from cancer, found comfort in the way faith
helped him in his last days. “He seemed to have a lot of
peace going through his suffering,” she said. “I have
found that prayer and reading the Bible has been really
helpful.”

One 14 year old has also discovered guidance
through spirituality. She talks to God when she feels
down. “You don’t have to pray a set prayer, just sound
off like you would with your best friend,” she says.
“God is not a bunch of rules. God is Love. Talk to

Him! Trust in Him! He loves you!”

Christopher News Notes
5 Hanover Square, 11th Floor,
New York, NY 10004



