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Uncertainty is a constant 
companion in Laura Housel’s 
daily life.

An autoimmune nervous 
system dysfunction that surfaced 
not long after a severe concus-
sion in 2010, has left her with 
unpredictable bouts of fainting, 
dizziness, and a rapid heart beat, 
among other symptoms. 

But the Director of Reli-
gious Education (DRE) at Saint 
Thomas More Parish in Roaring 
Spring, sees people in her own 
community dealing with their 
own uncertainties, such as how 
to provide their children the 
with basic amenities of food and 
school clothing.

“About four years ago our 
Confirmation class was looking 
for a service project. I could see 
there was a real need for Winter 
clothing, so we began a collec-
tion, and it went real well,” said 
Housel.

“Because of its success peo-
ple asked me to organize another 
clothing drive, but my illness 
prevented me from doing so.”

That was until this year. Her 
condition improved to the point, 
“that I felt good enough to orga-
nize a Back - To - School cloth-
ing distribution event on August 
15, which was a big success. My 

parish is so helpful and so giv-
ing,” she gushed. “We gave out 
over 1,000 pieces of clothing. I 
certainly couldn’t organize this 
without a lot of help.”

The annual Winter clothing 
distribution will be held on Oc-
tober 31 at Saint Thomas More. 

Persons wishing to donate coats, 
clothing or personal hygiene 
products may call Laura at (814) 
414 - 8684. Clothing needs to 
be in good condition and from 
smoke - free homes.

Laura, and her husband, 
J.C., who live in Martinsburg, 

are the parents of Emma, 16, 
and Michael, 13. “My children, 
family, and friends have been 
so helpful to me,” Laura said. 
“They are really protective of 
me. They push me around in my 
wheelchair, and make sure that 
I am comfortable wherever we 

Disability Opens The Door To A New Ministry
For Parish’s Religious Education Director

WORKING TOGETHER:  Laura Housel (left), director of religious education at Saint Thomas More 
Parish, Roaring Spring, and her daughter, Emma (right) work together at the Back - To - School clothing 
distribution event held at the parish on Saturday, August 15.

are. The children have become 
very responsible.”

Laura is a teacher and has a 
master’s degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction. She taught in 
Maryland for 10 years when the 
family decided to move to the 
area so she could be close to her 
sisters, Julie and Christine. She 
and her husband are natives of 
New Jersey.

In 2010, she accepted a job 
with Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 
High School. That year she suf-
fered the concussion. She tried 
to return to teaching the fol-
lowing year, but her condition 
prevented her from teaching the 
entire school year. Finally, in 
March of 2012, she had to resign 
her position. “My illness is just 
too unpredictable,” she sighed.

She says working as a DRE 
is good for her because it’s not 
a huge undertaking, and she can 
do a lot of work at home when 
she feels up to it. Being able to 
work around her illness and on 
her own schedule has allowed 
her to minister. “My fellow 
teachers and parishioners are so 
giving. They help to pick up the 
slack when I’m not feeling up to 
par,” Housel added. 

By Bruce A. Tomaselli

(Continued On Page 10.)
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SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED:  Six graduating seniors from Saint Augustine Parish, Saint Augustine, and Saint Monica Parish, Chest Springs, were recipients of $500.00 
scholarships funded by the Holy Name Society of Saint Augustine Parish, and donations from both parishes.  They earned the awards by service to and ministries within their 
parishes, community  service, attendance at religious education and Confirmation sessions, and by writing an essay.  Pictured at left are, from Saint Augustine Parish (left to 
right) First row:  Third Order Regular Franciscan Father Carl Vacek, Cori James, Bridget Krantz, Hannah Smithmyer.  Second row:  Zachary Stoltz and Deacon Steve Luke.  
Pictured at right, from Saint Monica Parish are (left to right) Madison Maslonik and Dominic Farabaugh.

CATHOLIC SUMMER CAMP:  Tuscarora Catholic Summer Camp, a ministry of the Fulton County 
Mission, completed its 22nd year the week of July 26.  Catholic youth from the Easter part of the 
Diocese of Altoona - Johnstown and the Western part of the Diocese of Harrisburg, and friends, met at 
Rhodes Grove Camp, Chambersburg, to share outdoor camp and Catholic spiritual growth activities.

CHARTER NIGHT:  Taking part in the 49th annual Anniversary Charter Night of the Serra Club of 
Cambria County on Tuesday, June 2 at Saint Anne Church in Davidsville were (left to right) First row:  
Bernard Smith, John Correll, Georgene Dubovecky, Mary Danyluk, Barbara Bartkovich, Mary Beyer, 
Patricia Falcone, Robert Blaschak, Fran Yetsko.  Second row:  Marjorie Lechene, Deacon Ron Kolonich, 
Father Barry Baroni, Father Matthew Reese, Bishop Mark L. Bartchak, Father Angelo Patti, Father Mar-
tin Cingle (pastor) and seminarian Peter Crowe.

Family Life

Grandparenting Program

Lilly:  The Family Life Of-
fice announces a program for 
grandparents.  

This four week DVD facili-
tated workshop will be held on 
Wednesday evenings, October 7, 
14, 21, 28 at the Family Life Of-
fice, 5379 Portage Street, from 
6:00 - 8:30 p.m.  This program 
will help grandparents embrace 
their roles as torch bearers, leg-
acy leavers, and blessing givers 

as they strive to help lead their 
grandchildren in their Christian 
faith.

The cost is $15.00 per per-
son; $20.00 per couple, and 
includes programming, partici-
pant’s journal and refreshments.  
Reservations are required by 
Thursday, September 24.

For 25 years working with families and individuals 
providing ways to financially and permanently 

support the Catholic ministries that are important 
to them.  Ministries such as parishes, named 

scholarships, religious men & women,        
Catholic Charities, St. Vincent DePaul, etc. 

Remember your faith in your estate planning. 

Bill Hiergeist, Executive Director 
3618 Fifth Ave., Suite 1 

Altoona, PA  16602 
(814) 201-2080  Bill@icfdaj.org  

www.icfdaj.org

(Continued On Page 3.)
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In The Alleghenies

CAMP DISCOVERY:  “Camp Discovery” was the theme of Vacation Bible School held this Summer 
at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, in Altoona.  Over 40 children participated, learning how Jesus 
works through them, today. Christine Laraia is director of religious education.

YOUTH WEEK:  “Everest - - Conquering Challenges With God’s Mighty Power,” was theme of Youth 
Week - Vacation Bible School, held by Saint Augustine Parish, Saint Augustine, and Saint Monica Par-
ish, Chest Springs, June 22 - 26.  Jane Stoltz served as coordinator.

CHARTER NIGHT:  Taking part in the 49th annual Anniversary Charter Night of the Serra Club of 
Cambria County on Tuesday, June 2 at Saint Anne Church in Davidsville were (left to right) First row:  
Bernard Smith, John Correll, Georgene Dubovecky, Mary Danyluk, Barbara Bartkovich, Mary Beyer, 
Patricia Falcone, Robert Blaschak, Fran Yetsko.  Second row:  Marjorie Lechene, Deacon Ron Kolonich, 
Father Barry Baroni, Father Matthew Reese, Bishop Mark L. Bartchak, Father Angelo Patti, Father Mar-
tin Cingle (pastor) and seminarian Peter Crowe.

RELAY FOR LIFE:  Father David Rizzo, pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, Altoona, blesses the “M*A*S*H*” tent at the Relay 
for Life held June 12 and 13 in Altoona.  Team Lourdes raised over 
$2,400.00 to benefit the American Cancer Society.  Team Lourdes 
took second place in the People’s Choice Awards and third place for 
Miss Relay.  Team captains Sally Balmforth and Matthew Villano 
are shown standing on either side of Father Rizzo.

Send name, address, phone 
number, e - mail and payment to 
Family Life Office, 5379 Por-
tage St., Lilly PA, 15938; fami-
lylife@dioceseaj.org ; (814) 886 
- 5551.

Higher Education

Program Accredited

Cresson:  The Commission 
of Collegiate Interpreter Educa-

tion (CCIE) - - the preeminent 
accrediting body created to as-
sess professional sign language 
interpreter programs at colleges 
and universities across the coun-
try - - has announced that Mount 
Aloysius College’s American 
Sign Language Interpreter bach-
elor’s program is one of only 12 
nationally to have achieved its 
accreditation, and the only CCIE 
accredited program in Pennsyl-
vania and throughout the Mid-
Atlantic Region. 

Mount Aloysius College 
president, Tom Foley, congratu-
lated the ASL/English Interpret-

er faculty whose excellence is 
reflected in the CCIE Accredita-
tion.  “Our interpreting students 
really benefit from an attentive 
faculty who offer students one-
on-one support throughout their 
education,” he said. 

 “The students excel due to 
small classes, a high - tech inter-
active ASL lab, an active student 
- run club, and faculty - driven 
innovations that closely connect 
our students to members of the 
deaf communities throughout 
our portion of Pennsylvania.”

Associate professor of the 
American Sign Language/Eng-

lish Interpreting program at 
Mount Aloysius College, Kier-
stin Muroski remarked that the 
accreditation process was both 
rigorous and exacting.  “Every-
one associated with the Mount 
Aloysius College ASL/English 
Interpreter program is affirmed 
by our CCIE Accreditation.  
Our students are career - ori-
ented and they understand the 
technique of mediating com-
munication between two cul-
tures - - the hearing culture and 
the unique culture of the deaf,” 
she said.  “Our program has a 
long history, and has built sturdy 
bridges between the college and 
the deaf communities of central 
and western Pennsylvania.  We 
believe that those relationships 
and the learning infrastructure 
created by the college mark our 
program as an outstanding place 
for students to prepare for a 
great career as an American Sign 
Language interpreter.”

The Commission on Col-
legiate Interpreter Education 
CCIE was founded in 2006 to 
promote professionalism in the 
field of sign language interpreter 
education through the process of 
accreditation.  CCIE was estab-
lished after nearly two decades 
of collaborative efforts of six 
stakeholder organizations, the 
National Alliance of Black In-

terpreters, Inc., National Regis-
try of Interpreters for the Deaf, 
National Association of the 
Deaf, Conference of Interpreter 
Trainers, Association of Visual 
Language Interpreters of Cana-
da and the American Sign Lan-
guage Teachers Association. 

Prices starting at $2,699 ~ with 
Airfare Included in this price 
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/

Airfare from anywhere  
in the continental USA 

 

Several trips to different destinations: 
the Holy Land; Italy; France,  
Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; 
Ireland & Scotland; Austria,  

Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 
& Turkey; Camino de Santiago;  

Viking Cruises; Budapest Prague; 
Denmark, Sweden, & Norway; 

etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips 
for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

 

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel.com 
carmela@proximotravel.com 

Call us 24/7 
508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001 

Carmela Manago 
Executive Director 

(Continued From Page 2.)
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Point Of View

Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Family Matters
By Amy Kanich

The Challenge
Of Challenging Times

Parents, Be At Peace
As Kids Leave Home
For College

He accepted the challenge. 
While the rest of them snickered 
and sneered at him, God smiled!     
As a young adult freshman in 
college, ready to take on the 
challenges of the world, he was 
stopped dead in his tracks. Ev-
erything taught to him by his 
parents was now challenged, by 
one philosophy professor, who 
was bent on proving one thing to 
his class.  This highly educated 
man was determined to prove 
“God is dead” and with this de-
termination he used his teaching 
authority along with his fancy 
educational dialect to convince 
many young tender minds to 
agree.  But not this kid!  

With a heart and mind full 
of God’s love, deposited by his 
parents, he knew this profes-
sor was wrong, totally incorrect 
and with his heart full of faith, 
he was determined to prove 
him otherwise.  And the shows 
go on…  This probably sounds 
like a line from a movie script 
and that is exactly what it is!  
The movie “God Is Not Dead,” 
is an incredible story about a 
courageous young man of faith 
coupled with a rude awakening 
to parents about a world wait-
ing their naïve college students.  
This movie can be called the 
“College age David verses Go-
liath” and it gets five stars from 
me! 

With one son, a high school 
senior, the college talk has be-
gun in my home.  From trying to 
decide a major, obsessing over 
SAT scores and gasping at the 
tuition costs, my husband and 
I are starting the journey of re-

leasing one of our children from 
our nest. 

After watching this movie 
I realize preparing for college, 
means much more than decid-
ing the basic things like majors 
and meal plans.  It also involves 
me as a parent helping my 
child build their armor, a battle 
gear of faith, so they are more 
than prepared to face the giants 
ahead.  So who and what are the 
giants?   One giant may come 
in the guise of a professor that 
in the name of Science or Phi-
losophy proclaims unashamedly 
non- Christian views.  Another 
face of a giant may appear in the 
form of various activities and 
groups on campuses that lure 
kids into doing things that do 
not reflect wholesome Christian 
values.  Another possible quiet 
giant comes in form of a small 
whisper telling good Catholic 
kids they need not go to Mass, 
convincing them on the defense 
that “no one will ever know.”  
So how do parents help clothe 
their children with the armor of 
God, preparing them for the gi-
ants that lay ahead?  

• The first thing a parent 
must do is pray!   Pray for Godly 
influences.  Pray for a solid and 
inviting Campus Ministry that 
attracts students.  Despite all of 

the noise and clammer of col-
lege life pray your children will 
recognize the voice of God and 
also discern those voices not 
coming from the Lord.

• Remind your children 
through letters, emails and gift 
packages they are close to your 
heart and God’s too. Include a 
religious item, a good Chris-
tian book or perhaps a Christian 
movie in their care packages. 
Don’t hesitate, send it!

• If you had a college 
experience be mindful of possi-
bly your own wavering of faith 
as it pertained to your higher 
education and desire for inde-
pendence.  Talk to your son or 
daughter about your life experi-
ences and remind them how God 
proved Himself strong in your 
life even through times of doubt.

• Be genuine and au-
thentic role models of faith for 
your child.   Remember - young 
adults will be the first one to call 
out a Hypocrite!

• Finally, be at peace and 
put aside all anxious thoughts 
and imaginations concerning 
your child.  Remember God 
proves Himself strong in help-
ing young, wide-eyed teens slay 
giants. If in doubt ask King Da-
vid, he has a pretty incredible 
story to tell!   Blessings!  

Deciding on a topic for this column was difficult.  There are a 
welter of issues facing the Diocese of Altoona – Johnstown.  Which 
would be best addressed in my column?  How to address it?  What 
should I say?  I spent much time pondering those questions.

When the Sunday, August 30 edition of The Altoona Mirror land-
ed on my porch, a headline on the editorial page was like a red flag 
to a bull.  “For local diocese, a challenging time,” it read.  There and 
then, I found what I was looking for:  a topic for this column.

Challenging times?  Indeed, these are challenging times for 
the Diocese of Altoona – Johnstown.  That having been said, what 
else is new?  Challenging times are part and parcel of what being 
a Christian is all about.  The 114 year history of the Diocese of Al-
toona – Johnstown is but one small part of the 2000 year history of 
the Church.  Challenging times have been the Church’s portion and 
cup from the start.  The Church was born in the midst of challenging 
times.  We have lived in the shadow of the cross from Day One.  Our 
local Church has not been immune from that shadow.

While we know our strengths, we have also had to embrace our 
weaknesses.  This is not the first time in our history that we have 
had to close schools, reorganize parishes, respond to scandals, or 
face a shortage of priests.  We have had to face diminishment and 
uncertainty, before.  Think of our beautiful Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament, riding high on the Altoona skyline.  For over 30 years it 
sat unfinished, a dark, forbidding, empty shell.  The Great Depres-
sion began as construction on the Cathedral commenced.  It took 
the coming of better days and a stronger economy to see that noble 
structure brought to completion.  It stands as an inspiring symbol of 
what our faith is all about:  that if we remain steadfast and faithful 
through the dark days, a better and brighter future will be revealed.

Challenging times?  Yes, these are challenging times for our lo-
cal Church, but as we face those challenges, we would do well to 
remember the words of Saint Paul in his second letter to the Corinthi-
ans:  “I am most happy, then to be proud of my weaknesses, in order 
to feel the protection of Christ’s power over me.  I am content with 
weaknesses, with insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties for 
Christ’s sake.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

Challenging times remind us of just how much we need the Lord 
Jesus.  This is not “our” Church; this is His Church, and we are His 
holy people.  His Church is not buildings.  His Church is a community 
of believers.  He has promised that where two or three gather in His 
name, He will be there in their midst.  He has not and He will not 
abandon us.  Challenging times remind us to keep our eyes fixed 
firmly on Him.

Our Diocese of Altoona – Johnstown faced challenging times 
in the 1990s when a strategic planning process invited us to take a 
close look at each of our parish faith communities, and to plan for our 
future.  That process resulted in the closing, clustering or consolidat-
ing of many of those parishes.  At that time we were invited to reflect 
on three words:  We were invited to have reverence for the past, to 
show respect for one another as we worked together in the present 
moment, and to hold to a desire to renew the life of our diocesan 
Church as we moved together into the future.  While it is true that not 
all of the scars from those days have healed, we did emerge from 
that process a stronger Church, with a deepened commitment to wit-
ness to the Lord Jesus in the Allegheny Mountains.

If we commit ourselves now to that same reverence for the past 
that has brought us to this moment in time, and respect for those we 
are working with now, will we not be able to renew our local Church 
once again?  Challenging times call us to do nothing less.  Challeng-
ing times call us to do even more.  Challenging times challenge us 
to put our faith in the Lord Jesus, and to walk into the future trusting 
in Him.
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A new era is dawning for Catholic education in the Altoona area. The Diocese 
of Altoona-Johnstown recently announced that Altoona Central Catholic School, Hol-
lidaysburg Catholic School, Saint John the Evangelist School in Altoona, Saint Patrick 
School in Newry, and Saint Rose of Lima School in Altoona will close as parish schools 
at the conclusion of this academic year. Next year, one regional school will open with 
two campuses for students in pre-kindergarten through grade five and a third campus 
– a middle school – for students in grades six, seven, and eight.

Catholic education is a ministry of the Church, but we cannot escape the financial 
realities of operating Catholic schools. Enrollment at the five elementary schools has 
dropped 54 percent since 2000, and the cost to educate a student has risen 34 percent 
since 2005. The subsidy parishes pay for students is beginning to cripple their budgets. 
The current model is not fair to parishioners, and it is not sustainable for the future. 
What would happen if, one by one, Catholic schools in the Altoona Quadrant had to 
close because parishes could no longer afford to support them? If a regionalization 
plan was not in place, we would likely see an end to Catholic education in the Altoona 
area.

Setting aside enrollment and finances, here is the exciting news: our plan for re-
gionalization also gives us the ability to significantly enhance our educational offer-

Altoona Quadrant 
Regional School Information
Following are some details on the regional school transition. 

Tuition and fundraising
•While tuition has not been finalized, it will be consistent across all campuses.
•Likewise, fundraising activities, to be determined, will be consistent across all cam-
puses.

Uniforms
Uniform requirements will be determined by a parent committee and with ample time 
for families to purchase new uniforms as necessary.

Campus tours, selection and transportation
•Families can expect opportunities to tour each campus in October or November of 
2015.
•Families who are presently enrolled in one of the schools in the quadrant will have first 
choice on selecting an elementary campus as space allows. 
•New families enrolling in the regional school will be assigned a campus based, first, on 
the closest geographical location, and second, on capacity for students. 
•Bussing is available for students to all three regional school campuses through our 
public school system.
•School day start and end times will be consistent across all campuses.

Administrative and teaching staff
•Following interviews that will begin in late fall, announcements for administrative and 
teaching assignments at each campus is planned to be made by Catholic Schools 
Week 2016.
•A year-long professional development initiative is already underway to ensure that the 
unique learning needs of all students are met. 

Curriculum and class size
Presently, an inventory and review of the current curriculum and new curriculum op-
tions has been completed by the Diocesan Education Office. 
•We believe it is critical that our teachers and administrators are active in the selection 
of the curriculum that will ultimately be implemented. Finalizing the curriculum will be a 
top priority of school staff once positions are announced in late January 2016. 
•Families can rest assured that the curriculum at all campuses will have weekly art, 
music, technology and physical education classes, taught by certified teachers. All 
campuses have gym and/or multi-purpose rooms with ample space and availability for 
physical education classes.
•In addition, all campuses are equipped with iPads, computers and SmartBoard tech-
nology.

ings. The new middle school will feature a curriculum based on the STREAM model 
(Science, Technology, Religion, Engineering, Arts, and Math). Our Diocesan Education 
Office has already established partnerships with local universities and businesses to 
provide real life, hands-on learning opportunities. Professionals with expertise in busi-
ness, science, agriculture, engineering, the environment, and more will be fixtures in 
the school. Students will learn by doing, not just by reading a text book.  At the same 
time, we remain committed to providing the best, most rigorous, most authentically 
Catholic education for our students.  

Change is rarely easy, but one thing will never change in our schools: Jesus Christ 
is, and always will be, at the center of everything we do. Bishop Mark has directed that 
Catholic mission and identity be the top priority as we implement this new plan. Rest 
assured that the safe and nurturing Catholic environment that parents love about our 
schools will be fully present at the three regional campuses. 

As we move forward, parents understandably have good questions, and we are 
committed to answering them. In this edition of The Catholic Register and on our Di-
ocesan website, www.dioceseaj.org, is a list of commonly asked questions along with 
responses from our Diocesan Education Office. In the weeks ahead, please keep an 
eye on all Diocesan media (the Register, website, and Proclaim! Television Ministry) as 
we continue to educate parents about the benefits of this regionalization plan. We also 
invite parents to be involved through various committees that will help steer the transi-
tion process. This is a time for everyone – parents, faculty, administrators, pastors, and 
Diocesan officials – to work together and set a wonderful example for the students. Our 
efforts will ensure a more sustainable future for Catholic education. What better gift can 
we give our children?

- - Tony DeGol
Secretary For Communications

Guest Column

Catholic Education:
The Dawn Of A New Era
In The Altoona Quadrant

•Meetings are currently taking place with higher education and business resources for 
the project-based learning curriculum for grades 6-8.
•Currently our schools offer small class sizes and personal attention, aimed at helping 
each student reach his or her potential. Both elementary schools and the middle school 
in the regional system will continue to offer this benefit. We are committed to class sizes 
at the following levels:
•K-2nd: 13-15 students
•3rd-4th: 18-20 students
•5th: 20-25
•6th-8th: up to 25

Faith and service
As part of the regional Catholic school, each campus will offer a strong faith community 
and a commitment to serving others and the community.
•Each campus will celebrate weekly mass in which all students will have an opportunity 
to take part as readers, singers, servers, etc. 
•A pastor will be part of the governance board for the regional school
•All local pastors will be invited to participate in Mass and other activities at each cam-
pus.
•Teachers and administrators at each campus will develop an ample range opportuni-
ties for students to participate in community service activities.

Campus safety and security
•Two years ago, all school buildings in the quadrant were subject to onsite evaluations 
by school security consultants. All upgrades and recommendations made during the 
evaluation process were completed at each facility. All campuses have security cam-
eras, systems and protocols in place.
•At any time that students must walk outside to a different building, they are and will 
continue to be accompanied by a teacher or multiple teachers, without exception.

Extracurricular and other activities
•Sports teams will continue as they are currently constituted:
- - Grades 7 & 8 play for the high school team
- - Lower grades play for the quadrant team against teams from the Prince Gallitzin 
quadrant and the Bedford League. (Johnstown and State College-area Catholic schools 
have chosen to play against their local public schools to minimize travel.)
•Other extracurricular activities and clubs, as well as summer enrichment programs, 
are to be determined, but all efforts will be made to continue existing programs, at the 
discretion of teachers and administrators.
•Christmas programs and other seasonal activities, as well as field trips and other ac-
tivities, will be determined by teachers and administrators, with an effort to maintain 
consistent opportunities at each campus and to provide a rich, faith-filled experience 
for all students. 

More information will be provided as soon as it becomes available.
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In 2008, CCIE became a 
member of the Association of 
Specialized and Professional 
Accreditors (ASPA).

Mass Of The Holy Spirit

Loretto:  To mark the open-
ing of the academic year, Saint 
Francis University celebrated its 
annual Mass of the Holy Spirit. 
The Mass was celebrated by our 
President, Fr. Malachi Van Tas-
sell, T.O.R., on August 25. It 
was held on the University Mall 
in the center of the campus.

The Mass of the Holy Spirit 
gathered together the entire Uni-
versity family to invoke God’s 
blessing for inspiration, guid-
ance and wisdom on the new 
school year. It helped us to re-

dedicate ourselves to our Catho-
lic Franciscan mission and was 
a time to renew friendships, 
welcome our new students to 
the University community, and 
voice our desire to be a Spirit-
filled community.

Convocation

Cresson:  Mount Aloysius 
College will mark the start of 
the 2015 - 2016 academic year 
with their  traditional Convoca-
tion Ceremony on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 8.  

Mount Aloysius College’s 
76th Convocation will take 
place at 3:30 p.m. on Whalley 
Plaza, directly in front of the 
iconic Main Building on the 193 
-a cre Cresson campus.  Con-
vocation speaker will be Daniel 
R. Porterfield, Ph.D., president 

In The Alleghenies

CROSS DEDICATED:  Mem-
bers of the Altoona - Johnstown 
Diocese’s Cursillo Community 
gathered in the Spring on the 
property of Mercedes and Nich-
olas Smith at 766 Mount Airy 
Drive in Richland Township, to 
dedicate a cross crafted by Greg 
Solomon, a member of Saint 
Francis of Assisi Parish, John-
stown.  The Smiths, members 
of Saint Benedict Parish, Geis-
town welcomed fellow commu-
nity members to the dedication, 
presided over by community 
member Tom Price, a lay direc-
tor of the Cursillo community.  
The cross features the traditional 
inscription at the top, fashioned 
of a piece of sheepskin and in-
scribed in three different lan-
guages, loosely translated mean-
ing “Jesus Christ, King of the 
Jews.”

of Franklin and Marshall Col-
lege, Lancaster, Pa.   Dr. Por-
terfield’s Convocation Address 
will formally inaugurate Mount 
Aloysius College’s theme for 
the new academic year, “Voice.”   
The theme was announced to the 
College’s incoming freshman 
and their parents as they partici-
pated in “Move - in Day” for the 
class of 2019.

Convocation will formally 
open the academic year; allow-
ing students, staff, faculty and 
members of the Mount Aloysius 
Board of Trustees an opportu-
nity to convene, set a common 
tone for the exciting year ahead, 

We Make Fundraising & Festivals Easy!
Here Is A Sampling Of What We Have To Offer:

• Chicken
• Charcoal
• Hams
• Rolls

• Pit BBQ Racks
• Turkeys
• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Side Dishes
and so much more!

CALL FOR DETAILS...

800-446-5377

and embark on the campus - 
wide exploration of, “Voice.”  
That exploration will be marked 
by a yearlong speaker series.  

In addition, students and 
faculty will explore “Voice” 
through a common campus read-
er, community service activities, 
in - class discussion, and other 
avenues of exploration both in 
and out of the classroom.

Mount Aloysius College 
president Tom Foley instituted 
the College’s tradition of ex-
ploring an annual theme during 
his inauguration.  “The con-
cept of ‘Voice’ is fundamental 
to personal development and 

democracy,” said Foley.  “The 
idea of being heard has moti-
vated people throughout history, 
across faiths, and across oceans.  
Philosophically,” he added, “the 
right to a voice, and the respon-
sibility to allow other voices to 
be heard is essential to freedom.  
We think this exploration will 
inform and engage great discus-
sion.  All of us look forward to 
Dr. Dan Porterfield’s kickoff to a 
great academic year.”  

Seats Available For Trip 
To See Pope In Philadelphia
Due to last - minute cancellations, there are now a few 

openings on the adult pilgrimage to Philadelphia for Pope 
Francis’ visit on September 25 - 28. For more details about 
the pilgrimage, please visit the Diocesan website at www.dio-
ceseaj.org. If you are interested in registering, please contact 
Francine Swope at the Diocesan Administration Center at 
(814) 317 - 2646 as soon as possible.

(Continued From Page 3.)

(Continued On Page 15.)
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Prayer For
Father Gallitzin’s Intercession

A Prince In The Service
Of The Great King

The Servant Of God
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
1770 - 1840

O God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls, who sent 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin to serve God’s people in 
the Allegheny Mountains, feeding your sheep by his words 
and forming them by his example, pour out your Spirit to sow 
seeds of truth in people’s hearts and to awaken in them obedi-
ence to the faith.

May the Gospel continue to be preached and the Sacraments 
bring power and grace to the faithful.  By the example of this 
man of faith, Demetrius Gallitzin, may your people advance in 
the path of salvation and love.

Confident of your faithfulness to us, we humbly ask you, our 
God, to grant us the favor of (name your intention).

May Christ’s saving work continue to the end of the ages, and 
may we feel a more urgent call to work for the salvation of 
every creature.  We pray this, as did your priest Demetrius 
Gallitzin, through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

+  +  +

Kindly send information about favors granted to:
The Cause for the Servant of God

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown

927 South Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg PA 16648

NEW HAVEN CT (CNS) 
-- The priesthood of Father Mi-
chael J. McGivney, founder of 
the Knights of Columbus, "mod-
els the teaching of recent popes," 
said Baltimore Archbishop Wil-
liam E. Lori.

"St. John Paul II said that 
the priest's personality must be 
a bridge to Christ, and indeed 
Father McGivney's unassum-
ing, lighthearted-yet-determined 
character attracted many to the 
Catholic faith and to St. Mary's 
Church," said the archbishop, 
who is supreme chaplain of the 
Knights.

"When Pope Francis tells 
priests to acquire 'the smell of 

the sheep' and 'to bring the Gos-
pel to the margins of society,'" 
he continued, "I think of Father 
McGivney. He loved the priest-
hood deeply."

Archbishop Lori made the 
comments in his homily for a 
Mass marking the 125th anni-
versary of the death of Father 
McGivney. The prelate also was 
principal celebrant of the Aug. 
14 Mass at St. Mary's Church in 
New Haven.

The church is where Father 
McGivney, a priest of the Arch-
diocese of Hartford, founded the 
Knights of Columbus in 1882. 
He was an assistant pastor there 
when he gathered a handful of 
men in the church basement to 
start the fraternal organization.

Archbishop Lori spoke of 
how the priest influenced those 
early Knights in embracing the 
organization's principles.

"These men would not have 
committed to the principle of 
charity had they not seen in Fa-
ther McGivney a man of tireless 
pastoral charity, who reflected 
God's love through acts of per-
sonal generosity and compas-
sion," he said.

The men also would not 
have committed "to the prin-
ciple of unity had they not seen 
how Father McGivney brought 
together the people of St. Mary's 
Parish and how he served as 
a source of unity in the wider 
community of New Haven."

The priest's witness of fra-
ternity also had an impact on 
those early Knights' commit-
ment to that principle.

"Father McGivney was 
not only the father but also the 
brother to his parishioners and 

indeed to anyone in need," Arch-
bishop Lori added.

The priest is a candidate 
for sainthood. The Father Mc-
Givney Guild was formed in 
1996 to promote his cause;the 
Vatican approved opening the 
cause in 1997.

Father McGivney was de-
clared "venerable" by Pope 
Benedict XVI, recognizing his 
heroic virtue. A miracle attrib-
uted to his intercession is under 
investigation at the Vatican. In 
general one confirmed miracle 
is needed for beatification and 
a second such miracle is needed 
for canonization.

Archbishop Lori spoke in 
strong personal terms about Fa-
ther McGivney, whom he said 
he considers his "parish priest, 
the parish priest of my soul."

"Every morning I pray to 
him and I pray that he be can-
onized, as I know you do. Every 
day I load his plate with all kinds 
of intentions," he added.

Sixteen Knights formed an 
honor guard that led the pro-
cessional and recessional at the 
noon Mass, and four Knights 
carried a 4-foot statue of Father 
McGivney. The statue and an 

Venerable Father McGivney
Models What Popes Taught

By Catholic News Service

original painting of Father Mc-
Givney were placed in the sanc-
tuary during the Mass.

Among the hundreds in at-
tendance were officers of the 
Knights' Connecticut State 
Council, including Thomas J. 
Vita, who is state deputy. He 
brought up the gifts at the offer-
tory with his wife, Rosemary.

At the conclusion of Mass, 
Archbishop Lori was joined by 
Supreme Knight Carl A. Ander-
son, other supreme officers of 
the Knights of Columbus and 
John Walshe, a Bridgeport law-
yer who is a great-grandnephew 
of Father McGivney, at the sar-
cophagus near the entrance of 
the church, where the remains of 
Father McGivney are interred. 
The archbishop incensed the sar-
cophagus as church bells tolled, 
and then led the congregation in 
prayers for his canonization.

Based in New Haven, the 
Knights of Columbus has about 
1.9 million members in the Unit-
ed States, Canada, the Philip-
pines, Mexico, Poland, the Do-
minican Republic, Puerto Rico, 
Panama, the Bahamas, the Vir-
gin Islands, Cuba, Guatemala, 
Guam and Saipan.

CNS photo/Mary Chalupsky, The Catholic Transcript

KNIGHTS HONOR FOUNDER:  Four men carry a four - foot 
statue of Father Michael J. McGivney past an honor guard at Saint 
Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn., Aug. 14. The Mass celebrated 
the 125th anniversary of the death of Father McGivney, founder of 
the Knights of Columbus.

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950
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Word of Life
The
Pope Teaches
By Pope Francis

Prayer In The Family

Spirituality
For Today
By Father John Catoir
Managing Conflict While
Praying For Patience

ONE MORE TIME:  Our Lady of Victory School, State College, opened its doors to 140 students in 
September 1963.  The school was staffed by three Sisters of Saint Joseph of Baden, and one secular 
teacher.  The first grade class is pictured here with their teacher, Sister Mary James.  The photo is from a 
booklet commemorating the May 10, 1964 dedication of the school, auditorium and convent.

Families are made up of 
fighters, compromisers, sore 
losers and problem solvers. Are 
you a fighter for your rights or a 
compromiser? A sore loser or a 
problem solver?

Problem solvers know that 
the art of compromise rests on 
the principle that a win-win so-
lution is indeed possible. With 
patience, a good strategy and the 
help of God, all things are pos-
sible.

Professional arbitrators 
know that if you listen to all 
sides, with sincere interest, the 
conflict has a way of resolv-
ing itself. Why not apply these 
professional standards to family 
spats? A good plan begins with 
the idea that each party has a 
point of view and a right to have 
his or her reasonable needs met.

Write this down: Your right 
to meet your needs is equal to 
my right to have my needs met, 
but no one has an absolute right 
to have all their needs met.

When disciplining children, 
the rights of parental authority 
are superior to the rights of the 
children. Nevertheless, listening 
respectfully to a child’s argu-
ments will always be wiser than 
asserting full parental authority 
immediately.

In conflicts involving adults, 
never start out by demanding 
that others give up their right 

to meet personal needs. Any as-
sumption that rejects a reason-
able presentation of all sides of 
the arguments is doomed to fail.

Define the problem clearly. 
Put it in writing. Let all the par-
ties agree on exactly what the 
issue is and what needs are in 
conflict. Also, brainstorm to find 
solutions. Share ideas and make 
no judgments. As people voice 
their ideas, put all the options on 
the table and look at them with-
out criticism. Choose the most 
creative solutions, keeping in 
mind that some things cannot be 
compromised, such as the laws 
of God and the laws of legiti-
mate civil authority.

Select the solution that gets 
the most support and then imple-
ment it. Later, follow up to see 
that all promises are kept. Ev-
eryone may not get exactly what 
they want, but compromises can 
make the resolution more palat-
able.

Having a plan of action of-
ten diffuses the emotional heat 
before arguments escalate. Con-
flict is normal, and family con-
flicts are commonplace. Each 
person has differing needs, and 
when one person’s needs, at any 
given age, are not being met, 
there is usually a lot of frustra-
tion, which leads to emotional 
conflict.

The way we control our-
selves has much to do with the 
virtue of patience. We need to 
pray for the virtue of patience. 
Charity begins at home, accom-
panied by lots of patience.

We all have attitudes, which 
often govern our behavior to-
ward others. Some arguments 
are more about underlying as-
sumptions than about the issue 
at hand. There are a variety of 
conflicts, whether in a family, a 
factory or a monastery.

Just remember to keep your 
cool, and remember that resolu-
tion is possible.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Parents who juggle packed work 
and family schedules deserve a Nobel Prize in mathematics 
for doing something not even the most brilliant scientists can 
do: They pack 48 hours of activity into 24, Pope Francis said.

“I don’t know how they do it, but they do,” the pope told 
thousands of people gathered Aug. 26 for his weekly general 
audience. “There are moms and dads who could win the No-
bel for this!”

Focusing his audience talk on the family and prayer, Pope 
Francis said he knows modern life can be frenetic and that 
family schedules are “complicated and packed.”

The most frequent complaint of any Christian, he said, is 
that he or she does not have enough time to pray.

“The regret is sincere,” the pope said, “because the hu-
man heart seeks prayer, even if one is not aware of it.”

The way to begin, he said, is to recognize how much God 
loves you and to love him in return. “A heart filled with affection 
for God can turn even a thought without words into a prayer.”

“It is good to believe in God with all your heart and it’s 
good to hope that he will help you when you are in difficulty or 
to feel obliged to thank him,” the pope said. “That’s all good. 
But do we love the Lord? Does thinking about God move us, 
fill us with awe and make us more tender?”

Bowing one’s head or “blowing a kiss” when one passes a 
church or a crucifix or an image of Mary are small signs of that 
love, he said. They are prayers.

“It is beautiful when moms teach their little children to blow 
a kiss to Jesus or Mary,” the pope said. “There’s so much ten-
derness in that. And, at that moment, the heart of the child is 
transformed into a place of prayer.”

“Isn’t it amazing that God caresses us with a father’s 
love?” he asked the crowd in St. Peter’s Square. “It’s beautiful, 
so beautiful. He could have simply made himself known as the 
Supreme Being, given his commandments and awaited the 
results. Instead, God did and does infinitely more than this. He 
accompanies us on the path of life, protects us and loves us.”

If you learn as a child to turn to God “with the same sponta-
neity as you learn to say ‘daddy’ and ‘mommy,’ you’ve learned 
it forever,” he said.

By teaching children how to make the sign of the cross, 
to say a simple grace before meals and to remember always 
that God is there and loves them, he said, family life will be 
enveloped in God’s love and family members will spontane-
ously find times for prayer.

“You, mom, and you, dad, teach your child to pray, to 
make the sign of the cross,” Pope Francis said.

The simple little prayers, he said, will increase family 
members’ sense of God’s love and presence and their certain-
ty that God has entrusted the family members to one another.



                                       The Catholic Register, September 7, 2015                               Page 9

For The Journey
By Effie Caldarola
A Spiritual Stroll 
At The Cemetery

Question Corner
By Father Kenneth Doyle
Can Suicide Be Forgiven?

The details of Mary’s birth are unknown. Her parents, not men-
tioned in the Bible, are called Joachim and Anne in the apocry-
phal Gospel of James. This book claims that Joachim went into 
the desert to lament their childlessness and learned in a vision or 
dream that he and Anne would have a daughter. Ancient tradi-
tions put Mary’s birth in Nazareth or Jerusalem. The feast of her 
birth originated in the East; in the seventh century, Pope Saint 
Sergius I ordered that it and three other Marian feasts, the An-
nunciation, Purification and Assumption, be celebrated in Rome. 
This feast is another sign of God’s faithfulness to old and new 
covenant promises that were fully realized in Mary’s son, Jesus 
Christ.

© 2015 Catholic News Service

The Birth Of Mary
First Century

Feast - September 8

Spirituality
For Today

ONE MORE TIME:  On October 13, 1990, Bishop Joseph V. Adamec blessed a statue of Saint John 
the Baptist at the new retreat house at Saint John the Baptist Parish, New Baltimore.  He was assisted by 
Deacon Gene Neral (left) and Father Barry Baroni, pastor (right).  Father Baroni was the first priest of 
the Diocese of Altoona - Johnstown to be named pastor of the New Baltimore Parish, and he oversaw the 
renovation of the former Carmelite monastery into a retreat house.  Father Baroni died Saturday, August 
8, his 66th birthday.

This summer, my husband and I did something we didn't 
do when we lived in Alaska -- we took road trips throughout 48 
states. And in some of those places we visited cemeteries.

On this summer's trip, since we both love Abraham Lincoln, 
we stopped at the Gettysburg battlefield -- and the cemetery 
where Lincoln delivered his famous address. We also visited 
Springfield, Illinois, where Lincoln lies buried in an impressive 
monument. We visited the street near the state Capitol that has 
been preserved just as it was when Lincoln lived there and was 
an attorney in the city.

Why do graves move us? For me, it combines the Catholic 
concept of the communion of saints with the Celtic idea of what 
are called "thin spaces." Truly, I felt a nearness to Lincoln as I 
cried at his burial site. But there's also the sense of history that 
nearness brings. I feel it whether at the grave of a great man, 
well-remembered, who saved the Union, or at the grave of my 
forgotten great-grandmother, whose slave-owning father fought 
for the Confederacy.

Cemeteries remind us, sometimes uncomfortably, that life is 
short and that our life is limited. Something about a cemetery 
says to me, "Pay attention!"

There's a documentary on Sister Wendy Beckett, the spright-
ly little British nun who made several films about art history for the 
BBC. The woman truly knows how to bring a painting to life for the 
average viewer. Now she lives a humble life as a hermit on the 
property of a Carmelite convent.

One comment she made has stuck with me: "We really aren't 
very important, except to God."

When one views the graves at Gettysburg, stretched out in 
a semi-circle around the spot where Lincoln once uttered some 
of the most revered words in the English language, one realizes 
how not very important we are. The gravestones are tiny and 
many of them are marked simply "unknown."

Some of markers around the site said 51,000 men were 
killed, wounded or missing in three days at Gettysburg, and when 
authorities saw the carnage and the corpses rotting in the sun, a 
cemetery was established. Who remembers those individuals? 
No, we aren't very important.

But in the eyes of faith, that caveat of Sister Wendy's is im-
portant and consoling: "except to God." That makes all the differ-
ence. And it should rivet our attention to God's presence now in 
our lives. St. Thérèse of Lisieux, who died in her early 20s from 
tuberculosis, was declared a doctor of the church in 1997. That's 
a big deal. That means she has some important things to teach 
us.

I used to be puzzled by that. Reading her autobiography, 
Story Of A Soul, I didn't quite "get" what made her such a special 
saint. She grappled with simple things, like trying to get along with 
crabby old nuns who irritated her. She lived a short and obscure 
life in a French convent -- what did she ever do that was, as Sister 
Wendy would say, "important"?

As I've gotten older, I realize that St. Thérèse's sanctity lies in 
the fact that her life was important only in relation to God and the 
struggle she made to find him in all things.

"Jesus does not demand great actions from us but simply 
surrender and gratitude," St. Thérèse wrote.

As we grow older, most of us recognize our lives have been 
blessed and full, hopefully, but probably not particularly "impor-
tant." Except, of course, to God. And that makes all the difference.

Q. I need an answer. Our 
son had been suffering from 
clinical depression since he was 
4 years old. All of the doctors 
and all of the medications we 
tried over the years seemed to do 
little to help. One year ago, his 
own son died in an auto accident 
at the age of 24, and that seemed 
to be more than our son could 
handle. Last week we received a 
phone call that our son, aged 50, 
had taken his own life.

The priest from our church 
spent that evening with us. He 
told us that our son was forgiven 
because it was mental illness 
that caused him to take his life. 
Since my sister found out about 
my son's self-inflicted death, she 
has refused to speak with us. I 
am wondering whether she be-
lieves that someone who com-
mits suicide, no matter what the 
reason, is condemned forever.

I am writing to you because 
I would like to have some-
one who is removed from the 
scene tell me what the Catholic 
Church's thinking is on this sub-
ject. (City of origin withheld)

A. Suicide, objectively, is a 
grave sin. God has gifted us with 
life. We are only its stewards, 
not its masters. But in remind-
ing us of that, the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church in No. 2282 
is quick to note that the moral 
responsibility for a suicide may 
be diminished because the in-
ner turmoil a person was going 
through precluded sound rea-
soning.

The catechism goes on to 
say in No. 2283 that "we should 
not despair of the eternal salva-
tion of persons who have taken 
their own lives. By ways known 
to him alone, God can provide 
the opportunity for salutary re-
pentance. The church prays for 
persons who have taken their 
own lives."

In contrast to older ver-
sions of the Code of Canon Law, 
Canon No. 1184 no longer lists 
a person who died by suicide 
as someone who should not be 
given a Christian funeral.

Moral judgment in such 
cases is best left to God. The 
church's approach to the tragedy 

is pity, not condemnation, and 
your parish priest had a sound 
basis for the comfort he offered 
you.

Q. Human remains have 
been found that are 50,000 years 
old. But Christ came to earth 
only 2,000 years ago. Are all 
those “pagan” people before Je-
sus now in purgatory? And why 
did he wait so long to come? 
(Houma, Louisiana)

A. My first instinct is to 
quibble with your use of the 
word “pagan” to describe all 
those who lived on earth be-
fore Jesus. My dictionary de-
fines “pagan” as “a follower of 
a polytheistic religion” or “one 
who has little or no religion and 
who delights in sensual plea-
sures and material goods.” I 
hardly think that definition fits 
the Jews -- who fought to defend 
monotheism, had a strong com-
mitment to prayer and a strict 
code of personal morality.

But on to your question. 
Catholic theology has tradition-
ally taught that the righteous 
who came before Jesus were in 
the “limbo of the fathers,” a sort 
of spiritual waiting room where 
they remained until “in his hu-
man soul united to his divine 
person, the dead Christ went 
down to the realm of the dead. 
He opened heaven’s gates for 
the just who had gone before 
him,” says the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church in No. 637.

As to why Christ “waited 
so long” to come to earth, that 
is a matter of perennial specu-
lation -- to be answered, I sup-
pose, only in heaven when we 
can ask the Lord ourselves. One 
theory is that the Roman Empire 
provided the optimal setting, 
because by then common roads 
and a common tongue united the 
known world and the message 
of the Gospel could spread more 
quickly. (By that same reckon-
ing, though, others would argue 
that the present day would have 
been better, since Twitter offers 
a worldwide system of instanta-
neous communication.) 

Questions may be sent to 
Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 
40 Hopewell St. Albany, N.Y. 
12208.
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As a Catholic and Christian, 
Housel sees her role as one of 
serving others. “Our faith is de-
fined through service to others,” 
is how she sees it.

It’s ironic that in the time 
of  her life, when at random mo-
ments, her disorder can steal 
away from her the use of her 
body, she says, “I want to be the 
hands and feet of Jesus.”

Housel said,  “At the end of 
your life Jesus will say, ‘What 
have you done for me?’ That’s 
how I want to live my life.”

She said the coat and cloth-
ing distributions have been an 
eye opener for the young chil-
dren of the parish. They didn’t 
realize that there is poverty right 
here, where they live. 

“We’ve gotten pretty good 

at  collecting clothing for our 
drives each year,” Housel con-
tinued. “The parish has been so 
supportive. We began getting 
used items, but it didn’t take 
long before people began donat-
ing new coats. We’ve learned to 
watch for the end of the season 
sales for winter clothing, which 
can be purchased very cheaply 
in many cases.”

Housel said divine inter-
vention has many times played 
a role in the distribution. There 
was the time a woman on medi-
cal disability, was forced to de-
pend on her 16 year - old son to 
provide for her on a very limited 
income.  

“He was badly in need of 
warm clothing, long underwear 
and jeans for his outside job. We 
had none donated the last time 
I checked, but then out of no-

YOUNG VOLUNTEERS: Many young people donated their time to help with the with the August 15 
clothing distribution held at Saint Thomas More Parish in Roaring Spring, including (left to right): Ryan 
Bowers, Lexi Hicks, Josh Harker, and Jaret Ray.

Educator Finds New
Ministry

(Continued From Page 1.)

where they appeared. They were 
donated at just the right time. It 
kind of makes you wonder,” she 
smiled.

Housel says every time she 
needs a certain size clothing it 
seems to be there. One time she 
was in need of hangers. As luck 
would have it, a store went out 
of business and donated over 
1,000 hangers to her.

She always comes back to 
marvel at the generosity of her 
fellow parishioners and the area 
in general. At Christmas, Saint 
Thomas More sponsors an Angel 
tree to help those less fortunate. 
People have gone way beyond 
the call, to donate things  like Ip-
ods, bicycles, video games, etc., 
she said proudly.

Laura isn’t one to sit around 
feeling sorry for herself. A door 
closed, and she found another 
one that opened to a new minis-
try in her life.

Garvey Manor Nursing Home &
Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence

Continuing Care Retirement Community
Serving Elders in the 

Altoona-Johnstown Diocese Since 1965

1037 South Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
814-695-5571 • www.garveymanor.org

The ONLY CATHOLIC Senior Living 
Facility of its kind in the Diocese
• St. Joseph Chapel - Daily Mass 
 - devotional  services

• Modern, spacious, attractive, dignified  
   environment inside and outside
• Meeting continuing care needs with multi-levels of service
• Beauty/Barber Salon *Cafe *Gift Shop *Therapy

*Garvey Manor Nursing Home - Medicare/Medicaid approved
- Compassionate, professional nursing and rehabilitation services
- Short term stays for rehabilitation
- Long term living for ongoing care
- Special dementia care units & program

* Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence
-Personal Care Home
+ Supportive services & amenities to maintain wellness
+ Spacious residential private rooms and suites

- Independent Living Apartments
   Live in a community setting with services available
+ Spacious units - 889 sq. ft.
+ Meals provided - Housekeeping - 24 hour emergency staff response
+ Access to amentities within the Garvey Manor community
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135 W. Pitt Street
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(814) 623-1442

Laura has a strong faith and 
relies on it in her daily life. “I 
pray everyday to Jesus that oth-
ers will see Him in me. I believe 
that faith is an action,” she said.

Those words echo a quote 
posted in the vestibule of her 
parish church:  “Preach the Gos-
pel at all times, and if necessary, 
use words.”

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
www.gazetteprinters.com

Your local connection to great printing.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- 
More than a month before Pope 
Francis was scheduled to arrive 
in the United States, his ride 
landed on U.S. shores.

"A Jeep Wrangler will be 
used as the popemobile in the 
USA (like the one used in Ecua-
dor in July 2015)," the Vatican 
press office said in a statement 
Aug. 20.

Of course, an official said, 
there will be more than one. 
Pope Francis will need a pope-
mobile in Washington, New 
York and Philadelphia, and be-
sides, "there is always a reserve" 
in case of malfunction.

The vehicle or vehicles, the 
Vatican said, have "already been 
given to the Secret Service" for 
safekeeping before the pope's 
arrival. An air cargo company is 
used for sending the popemobile 
abroad before papal trips.

‘Popemobile’
Shipped To U.S.
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After gaining a Lay Min-
istry certification in 2010, Yea-
ger had been looking for a way 
to practice his faith. He said he 
was reading a book, written by 
former President Jimmy Carter, 
that questioned the merit of 
waiting until retirement to vol-
unteer.

“I’d been searching for 
something I could do to help the 
community, and this was right 
under my nose,” recalled Yeager 
of his decision to come up with 
the C4C initiative. He and Pat 
Trimble developed the idea for 
the garden.

Trimble is a Penn State Uni-
versity Master Gardener, and 
she is secretary and spokesper-
son for C4C.

A small fee secures the lease 
of a whole plot of land, 30’x 30’ 
or a half plot, 15’ x 20’. The fees 
are then used for the preparation 
of the land in the Spring and the 
purchase of nutrients for the soil. 

There are a total of 24 in-
dividual plots. There are nine 

plots that donate all of the their 
produce to C4C. The remain-
der of the gardeners also donate 
part of their produce. The dona-
tion plots encompass over 8,100 
square feet. 

There is also what is called 
a high tunnel, a sort of green-
house, that is 3,000 square feet.  
It is a metal hoop structure cov-
ered by plastic. A solar panel 
controls a drip irrigation system 
that waters plants twice each 
day.

The mission statement for 
the program is: “To feed and 
help the needy and the poor.” 
There are nearly 20 agencies and 
288 families, 2,400 individuals, 
and a total of over 4,000 persons 
receiving fresh produce. 

Care For Creation Manager
Finds Happiness In Bringing

Happiness To Others
(Continued From Page 16.) Among them are the Saint 

Vincent DePaul Food Banks in 
Altoona, Johnstown, and Pat-
ton; also, food banks in Clays-
burg, Martinsburg, and Roar-
ing Spring; American Rescue 
Mission, Family Services Inc., 
the Altoona Food Bank, Jean 
Marie Ministries in Juniata, the 
Calvary Baptist in Bedford; The 
Alliance Church in Cresson, 
The United Church of Christ in 
Martinsburg, the Dorothy Day 
Justice Center in Loretto; Saint 
Leonard’s Home and Autumn 
Estates Nursing Home in Hol-
lidaysburg. 

The C4C couldn’t survive 
without the generosity of the 
monastery, that not only donates 
its land, but allows it to use the 

HARVESTING CROP:  Jim Yeager harvests the corn crop at the 
Care For Creation garden on the grounds of Saint Bernardine Mon-
astery in Hollidaysburg.

Community Building to process 
the produce and prepare it for 
shipping. The vegetables are 
personally inspected by Yeager, 
who says, “I throw out anything 
I wouldn’t eat myself.”  They 
use no chemicals in the gardens, 
wear gloves during the process-
ing, and have their well water 
tested each year.

Yeager said there are mul-
tiple crops and each one has its 
own science, a manner in which 
they grow, produce, and nutri-
ents it requires.

Members of the Board in-
clude: Yeager, Trimble, Dotty 
Caminiti, Dana Imler, Julie Nel-
son, and Beth Futrick. All are 
volunteers and there are 22 addi-
tional volunteers that assist with 
the  planting and harvesting.

“This program would not 
be successful without the vol-
unteers and staff members. Most 
have full time jobs, and this is 
a large commitment,” said Yea-

ger. “But this is a commitment 
in which we all share. This has 
been a great experience because 
of the volunteers.”

Yeager said “we build com-
munity just by doing what we 
do.” They have their fun, too, 
with corn roasts, and bon fires 
throughout the growing season.

C4C survives through 
grants, donations, and the help 
of the volunteers. “There is more 
we can do - - we just need more 
people to volunteer,” said Yea-
ger. He said it would be nice to 
get parishes involved and C4C 
will make a concerted effort to 
gain their interest. Donations 
to C4C can be made by calling 
Trimble at (814) 942 - 8254 or 
327 - 1555.

“I’ve been blessed in my 
life with a great family and a 
good job. I want to give back,” 
Yeager said. “We do this for the 
glory of God. It makes me happy 
to help make others happy.”

“I’ve been blessed in my life with a 
great family and a good job. I want to 
give back,” Jim Yeager said. “We do 
this for the glory of God. It makes me 
happy to help make others happy.”

Photo By Tony DeGol

NEW SEMINARIANS: The Diocese of Altoona - Johnstown welcomes two new seminarians this 2015 
- 2016 academic year. Mark Groeger, a member of Saint Leo Mangus Parish in Ridgway, is entering 
his first year of pre - theology studies at Saint Vincent Seminary in Latrobe. Devin Crouse, a member 
of Saint Catherine of Siena Parish in Mount Union, is beginning his first year of college at Saint Mark’s 
Seminary College and Pre - Theology Formation in Erie. Groeger and Crouse join four other men in 
formation for the Diocesan Priesthood. Pictured (left to right) are: Father Matthew Reese, Diocesan 
Director of Vocations; Groeger; Crouse; and Bishop Mark L. Bartchak.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- A self-described "homebody," 
Pope Francis will make the 10th 
foreign trip of his pontificate in 
September, visiting Cuba and 
then, for the first time in his life, 
the United States.

The visit of the 78-year-old 
Argentine pope comes in a year 
packed with important events 
for him: the publication in June 
of "Laudato Si'," his encyclical 
on the environment; the world 
Synod of Bishops on the family 
in October; and the opening Dec. 
8 of a special Year of Mercy.

The former Cardinal Jorge 
Mario Bergoglio of Buenos Ai-
res was not a household name to 
most North American Catholics 
when he was elected to succeed 
Pope Benedict XVI March 13, 
2013, but his brothers in the Col-
lege of Cardinals knew who he 
was.

The Argentine Jesuit had 
been second on the balloting in 
the conclave that elected Pope 
Benedict to succeed St. John 
Paul II in 2005.

His growing up with four 
siblings in a family with strong 
ties to its Italian origins, his 
training and ministry as a Jesuit 
-- including what he says were 
mistakes as a provincial superior 
-- and his regular contact with 
the poorest residents of Buenos 
Aires are influences seen in his 
preaching, priorities, style of 
governance and, especially, in 
the way he interacts with indi-
viduals.

The pope signaled just how 
strong those influences were 
almost immediately after his 
election. The first sign was his 
decision not to live in the Apos-
tolic Palace, but in the Vatican 
guesthouse where the cardinals 
stayed during the conclave.

He told reporters it was a 
matter of liking to have a lot of 
people around and not a state-
ment about simplicity or auster-
ity, although he said both are es-

sential for every minister in the 
church.

As he settled into his new 
life as pope, he shook up much 
of what had become tradition 
with a small "t" in the Vatican. 
He cold-called Vatican officials 
to check on the progress of proj-
ects; he kept his own schedule 
in the afternoon, phoning people 
who had written to him or in-
viting them over for a chat; he 
lectured clerics on the need for 
simple lifestyles; and he repeat-
edly condemned office gossip 
and clerical careerism.

Early in his pontificate, 
Pope Francis named an interna-
tional panel of cardinals -- most 
of whom head dioceses, not 
Roman Curia offices -- as an 
advisory panel for church gov-

ernance. Their first big task, one 
that is ongoing, is to reorganize 
the Vatican bureaucracy.

While the bulk of the proj-
ect has not been completed, the 
pope accepted the cardinals' 
recommendations to establish a 
council and secretariat for eco-
nomic affairs, a secretariat for 
communications and a commis-
sion to promote child protection. 
They already are at work.

Just eight months after tak-
ing office, Pope Francis pub-
lished his apostolic exhortation, 
"The Joy of the Gospel," a de-
tailed vision of the program for 
his papacy and his vision for 
the church -- particularly the 
church's outreach and its re-
sponse to challenges posed by 
secular culture.

Priorities, Preaching, Personal Touch Reflect 
Pope Francis’ Background

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

POPE FRANCIS:  Pope Francis arrives to greet participants in the Renewal of the Spirit meeting in Saint Peter’s Square at the Vatican, 
Friday, July 3. 

In the document, the pope 
called on Catholics to go out 
into the world, sharing their 
faith "with enthusiasm and vital-
ity" by being living examples of 
joy, love and charity. "An evan-
gelizer," he said, "must never 
look like someone who has just 
come back from a funeral."

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was 
born in Buenos Aires Dec. 17, 
1936. He earned a chemical 
technician's diploma from his 
high school and entered the Je-
suit novitiate in March 1958.

As part of his Jesuit forma-
tion, he taught literature and psy-
chology at Jesuit high schools 
in the mid-1960s, and he was 
ordained to the priesthood Dec. 
13, 1969.

In 1973, he was appointed 
superior of the Jesuit province of 
Argentina. "I was only 36 years 
old. That was crazy. I had to deal 
with difficult situations, and I 
made my decisions abruptly and 
by myself," he said in an inter-
view after becoming pope. "My 
authoritarian and quick manner 
of making decisions led me to 
have serious problems and to be 
accused of being ultraconserva-
tive."

In 1992, Pope John Paul II 
named him an auxiliary bishop 
of Buenos Aires. He was pro-
moted to coadjutor archbishop 
in 1997 and became head of the 
archdiocese in 1998; St. John 
Paul named him to the College 
of Cardinals three years later.

The visit to the United States of the 78 - year - old Argentine Pope comes in a 
year packed with important events for him: the publication in June of “Laudato 
Si’,” his encyclical on the environment; the world Synod of Bishops on the 
family in October; and the opening Dec. 8 of a special Year of Mercy.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
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I didn’t choose  
to have chronic 
back pain. I did  
choose UPMC.

“

”
Christiane always enjoyed an active 
lifestyle. But for 25 years, she suffered 
with chronic back pain. The doctors  
she saw couldn’t do anything to 
help relieve her pain. But she kept 
searching until she found UPMC  
and finally had the back surgery  
she needed. 

 “The pain is completely gone.  
It’s a miracle. I have a new life again.”

To learn more about UPMC services,  
call 1-800-533-UPMC (8762),  
or visit UPMC.com/Choose.

4176_upmc_sr_choose_christiane_10x11_catholic-register-bw_a.indd   1 6/22/15   11:34 AM
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WATM - TV ABC Channel 23

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will include:

September 13 - - In honor of the Year of Consecrated 
Life, Diocesan Director of Education Sister of Charity 
Donna Marie Leiden, offers insight into her religious com-
munity.

September 6 - - Father Alan Thomas, newly - appointed 
pastor of Saint Joseph Parish in Bellwood and Vicar Gen-
eral of the Diocese, shares his vision for his new position.

Photo By Bruce A. Tomaselli

KEEPING THE FAITH:  James Svonavec (left) and Wallace “Wally” Miller (center) of Saint Peter 
Parish Somerset, were interviewed by Bishop Mark L. Bartchak for his “Keeping The Faith” segment 
of the “Proclaim!” television broadcast.  The segment aired Sunday, September 11, 2011, and Svonavec 
and Miller recalled their efforts at the site of the United Flight 93 crash in Shanksville during the terror-
ist strike against the United States of America on September 11, 2001.  “Proclaim!” and the telecast of 
the Sunday Mass from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown, will now air on WATM - TV, ABC 
Channel 23, effective Sunday, September 13.

‘Proclaim!’ And 
Mass Broadcast Moving

To New Channel
Effective Sunday, Septem-

ber 13, the Diocese of Altoona 
- Johnstown’s ‘Proclaim!’ tele-
vision show, the the live telecast 
of Sunday Mass from Saint John 
Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown, 
will be moving to a new televi-
sion channel.

The 10:30 a.m. broadcast 
of “Proclaim!” and the 11:00 
a.m. Mass telecast will move to 
WTAM - TV ABC Channel 23, 
the sister - station of WWCP - 
TV FOX Channel 8, where both 
had previously been aired.

In an announcement in the 
“Proclaim! TV Newsletter,” 
it is reported that “the move is 
made necessary as a result of a 
decision by the FOX Network to 
furnish programming to its af-
filiates in the 11:00 a.m. to noon 
time slot, in what had previously 
been available to stations for lo-
cal programming.”

The story about the move 
went on to say “For the vast 

majority of our viewership, the 
move will simply mean tuning 
to a different channel, depend-
ing on their cable TV or satellite 
provider.  Our advice:  contact 
your signal provider to learn 
how to access the WATM - TV 
signal.  The viewers who now 
receive the Mass signal off - 
air by private antenna via FOX 
Channel 8 are reminded that the 
signal of both stations is multi-
plexed and the WATM - TV sig-
nal is available on Channel 8.2.”

There is an upside to the 
move, the report stated.

“A major advantage of the 
move is that our telecast will 
retain the same time slot that it 
has occupied since the move to 
broadcast television on Decem-
ber 2, 2001.  A majority of view-
ers tell us they like the present 
telecast time, and this move will 
enable us to keep the same time 
slot that they have grown accus-
tomed to over the years.”

American Ultra (Lions-
gate)

Excessive violence over-
whelms the appeal of this ac-
tion comedy in which a small-
town slacker (Jesse Eisenberg) 
discovers that he has been 
subjected to mental tampering 
as part of a CIA research pro-
gram designed to turn ordinary 
citizens into highly skilled war-
riors. Although his memories 
of the experiment have been 
erased, he subconsciously re-
tains the cutting-edge combat 
abilities it gave him. These gifts 
come in handy as the would-be 

comic book artist and his live-
in girlfriend (Kristen Stewart) 
find themselves caught up in a 
deadly power struggle between 
a ruthless agency bureaucrat 
(Topher Grace) and the more hu-
mane operative (Connie Britton) 
who initiated the project that 
altered him. Though it amounts 
to the script’s single joke, the 
combination of low-key won-
derment and ninja-like dexter-
ity with which the pot-loving 
protagonist reacts to his peculiar 
circumstances is good for a few 
laughs, while his determination 
to marry Stewart’s character 
adds some positive morality to 

his situation. But, as portrayed 
by director Nima Nourizadeh, 
the gory results of his campaign 
of self-defense -- during which 
he deploys everything from the 
edge of a spoon to an iron-head-
ed club hammer -- are far too ex-
plicit. Frequent graphic blood-
letting, cohabitation, drug use, 
at least one instance of profan-
ity, pervasive rough and crude 
language. The Catholic News 
Service classification is O -- 
morally offensive. The Motion 
Picture Association of America 
rating is R -- restricted. Under 
17 requires accompanying par-
ent or adult guardian. 

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

Capsule
Movie Review
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May
They Rest 
In Peace

Ann Golden

Ann Golden, 90, of Sum-
merhill, died Monday, August 
17, at home.  She was the moth-
er of Deacon Richard T. Golden, 
who serves at Basilica of Saint 
Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Loretto. 

She was born April 2, 1925, 
in Benscreek, the daughter of 
the late Marco and Catherine 
(Borenish) Pawvluk. 

In addition to her parents 
she was preceded in death by 
her husband, Stanley T. Golden; 
brothers, Peter, Michael and 
John Pawvluk; sister, Nancy; 
and grandson, Joshua M. Gold-
en. 

Surviving are her children, 
Deacon Richard T. (Jane) Gold-
en, Stanley J. (Mary) Golden 
and Deborah A. (Michael) Riva, 
all of Summerhill. Also surviv-
ing are eight grandchildren and 
25 great-grandchildren, and a 
brother, Charles Pawvluk of 
North Carolina. 

Mrs. Golden worked at 
Oravecz Store, Cresson Santori-
um and sewing factories in Gal-
litzin and Portage. She managed 
a dairy farm until 1977, then her 
and her late husband, Stanley, 
founded Allegheny Belting Inc., 
in 1980, where she served as 
vice president. She was a mem-
ber of the Saint Anne Society 
at Saint Bartholomew Parish, 
Wilmore, and loved volunteer-
ing at Bishop Carroll Catholic 
High School, Ebensburg. 

The funeral Mass for Ann 
Golden was celebrated Saturday, 
August 22 at Saint Bartholomew 
Church, Wilmore.  Committal 
was in the Sherbine - Golden 
Cemetery, Summerhill Town-
ship. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Bishop Carroll 
Catholic High School, 728 Ben 
Franklin Highway, Ebensburg 
PA, 15931;  or All Saints Catho-
lic School, 220 Powell Avenue, 
Cresson PA, 16630 - 1295.

Father Patrick J. Donahoe
T.O.R.

Father Patrick J. Donahoe, 
68, of the Third Order Regular 
Franciscans of the Province of 
the Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus, died Thursday, August 27at 
Saint Francis Friary - Mount As-
sisi, Loretto, after a brief illness.  

He was born August 16, 
1947 in Wilmington DE and 
given the name John Patrick at 
his baptism.  He was the son of 
the late John Daly Donahoe and 
Anne G. (Malloy) Donahoe.   He 
attended Saint Elizabeth Grade 
School and graduated from Saint 
Elizabeth High School in Wilm-
ington.  After high school gradu-
ation, he attended Saint Francis 
College (University), Loretto.  
He entered the Third Order Reg-
ular at St. Bonaventure Friary, 
Loretto, on August 25, 1967 as 
a postulant.  On May 31, 1968 
he entered Sacred Heart Friary, 
Winchester VA as a novice and 
professed first vows on June 1, 
1969.   He professed solemn 
vows on June 1, 1972 at Sacred 
Heart Friary in Winchester.  

Father Patrick was ordained 
to the priesthood on May 11, 
1974 by the late Bishop Adrian 
J.M. Veigle, T.O.R., D.D., Bish-
op of Borba, Brazil at Immacu-
late Conception Chapel, Saint 
Francis College (University), 
Loretto.  

He received his bachelor 
of arts degree in Philosophy 
and French from Saint Francis 
College (University) in May 
1970.  He completed his The-
ology studies at Saint Francis 
Seminary, Loretto, and received 
a master of divinity degree in 
May, 1974.  In 1975, he received 
a master of aArts degree in 
French from Marquette Univer-

sity, Milwaukee WI.  In 1980, he 
received a master of arts degree 
in Religious Education from The 
Catholic University of America, 
Washington DC.  Father Patrick 
spent a year in 1996 doing post 
graduate studies at Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, and at 
University of Notre Dame, 
Notre Dame IN.  

During his life Father Pat-
rick served as a faithful Fran-
ciscan Friar in the ministries of 
the Province.  He taught or was 
involved in campus ministry at 
Franciscan University of Steu-
benville, Steubenville OH and at 
Saint Francis University, Loret-
to.  He was acting pastor at Saint 
Wenceslaus and Saint Ann Par-
ishes, Baltimore MD.  He was 
parochial vicar at Saint Joseph 
Parish, Herndon VA.  

For five years, he was ex-
ecutive secretary for the Fran-
ciscan Friars Conference.  For 
eight years he was on the leader-
ship team for the Province of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus as a 
Provincial Councilor.  He was 
Director of Formation for the 
Province and superior of Saint 
Francis Seminary, Toronto, On-
tario, Canada.  For many years 
he was a member of the Apostle-
ship of the Sea of the USA and 
served as cruise ship chaplain 
on many voyages.  From Sep-
tember 2012 until the present, 
Father Patrick served in the min-
istry of prayer at Saint Francis 
Friary – Mount Assisi, Loretto.  

Surving is a sister, Mary E. 
(Donahoe) Mahon and husband 
Steven Mahon and two neph-
ews, Louis Mahon and Matthew 
Mahon, Hockessin DE and his 
Franciscan brothers.  

The funeral Mass for Father 
Patrick J. Donahoe T.O.R. was 
celebrated Tuesday, September 
1 at Immaculate Conception 
Chapel, Saint Francis Universi-
ty, Loretto, with Father Richard 
L. Davis, T.O.R., Minister Pro-
vincial, as principal celebrant.  
Committal was in the Franciscan 
Friars’ Cemetery on the campus 
of Saint Francis University.  

Memorial contributions 
may be made to support the re-
tired T.O.R. Friars, c/oT.O.R. 
Friars Retirement Fund, St. 
Francis Friary, P.O.  Box 137, 
Loretto PA  15940.

Sister Patricia Tittler
C.S.J.

Sister Patricia Tittler, for-
merly known as Sister Sebas-
tian, 78, died, Thursday, August 
27, in Sewickley Valley Hospi-
tal in her 60th year as a Sister of 
Saint Joseph of Baden.  

The daughter of Paul and 
Elsie (Coons) Tittler, Sister Pa-
tricia entered the Congregation 
from Saint Therese Parish in Al-
toona.  

Sister Patricia ministered in 
the field of education for more 
than 35 years in the Dioceses 
of Altoona - Johnstown,  Pitts-
burgh and Sioux Falls, SD.  She 
served for six years at Sacred 
Heart School in Altoona.  

Sister Patricia ministered as 
principal and Pastoral Care Co-
ordinator at Saint Joseph Indian 
School, Chamberlain SD, and 
as director of education at Sa-
cred Heart Southern Missions in 
Walls MS.  

From 1998-2003 Sister 
served on the Leadership Team 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of 
Baden. She was co - manager 
at Saint Thomas More Manor 
in Bethel Park, and manager of 
Beechview Manor from 2007 to 
the present.   

Surviving are two broth-
ers:  Father Leo Tittler of Ti-
monium MD, and Robert Tyler 
(Judy) of Tinley Park, IL, nieces 
and nephews, grand nieces and 
grand nephews, and the Sisters 
of Saint Joseph of Baden.  

The funeral Mass for Sister 
Patricia Tittler C.S.J. was cel-
ebrated Tuesday, September 1 in 
the chapel of Saint Joseph Con-
vent, Baden.  Committal was 
in the Sisters’ Cemetery on the 
Motherhouse grounds.

Donations in the name of 
Sister Patricia may be sent to the 
Sisters of Saint Joseph Memo-
rial Fund, Saint Joseph Convent, 
1020 State Street, Baden, PA  
15005.

In The Alleghenies

Dr. Daniel Porterfield, 
Ph.D., became president of 
Franklin and Marshall College in 
March, 2011.  A scholar of Eng-
lish, he teaches literature courses 
dealing with human rights, edu-
cation, and social justice.  Under 
Porterfield’s leadership, F&M 
has expanded partnerships with 
successful K - 12 educators and 
college access networks includ-
ing the Posse Foundation, KIPP, 
Achievement First, Uncommon 
Schools, the College Advising 
Corps, and the Cristo Rey Net-
work.  In 2012, KIPP honored 
Porterfield with its “Beyond Z” 
award, which “celebrates mem-
bers of the school community 
who go above and beyond for 
the benefit of children.” Porter-
field also received the “I Have A 
Dream” Foundation’s 2014 Eu-
gene M. Lang Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for his efforts to in 
ensuring that “every child…has 
the opportunity to achieve great-
ness.”

Schools

Receives Scholarship

Somerset:  Abigail M. Ur-
ban has won a Tuition Assis-
tance Program award from the 
Catholic Order of Foresters. She 
attends Saint Peter School and 
Parish. She is the daughter of 
Jeffery and Christine Urban.

Annually, COF gives away 
125 $250.00 tuition assistance 
awards to members attending a 
Catholic kindergarten, elemen-
tary or high school. Student 
members may apply once every 
year they enroll in a Catholic 
school, no matter if they won or 
lost the previous year.

Established in 1883, COF 
is a not - for - profit Catholic 
life insurance company helping 
members achieve financial secu-
rity while supporting the Catho-
lic community through fraternal 
outreach of spiritual, social and 
community service projects. It is 
headquartered in Naperville IL.

With more than 120,000 
members nationwide, it is the 
third largest Catholic fraternal 
society in the United States.

(Continued From Page 6.)
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There are many forms of 
ministry and they’re not all per-
formed within the confines of 
church structures or school halls.

“This is a ministry to me,” 
said Jim Yeager as he looked out 
over the expanse of vegetable 
gardens on the grounds of Saint 
Bernardine Monastery on Cat-
fish Mountain just outside Hol-
lidaysburg.

Yeager, a native of Patton, is 
the project manager for the Care 
For Creation (C4C) an Initia-
tive of the Saint Vincent DePaul 
Society Monastery Community 
Gardens. It is a 501C nonprofit 
group.

This is the fifth year for the 
organic gardens that provide  
vegetables to food banks and 
soup kitchens throughout the 
Altoona - Johnstown Diocese.

“The first year we donated 
over 2,000 pounds of fresh veg-
etables,” Yeager said. Last year 
over 4,900 pounds were donated 
and he says this year they should 
be able to provide over 5,500 
pounds. 

Each year as the number of 
volunteers has increased, C4C 
has been able to till more ground 
and plant more vegetables. “We 
would have been able to pro-
duce more if not for the unusual 
amount of rain we’ve had this 
year, plus, the number of deer, 
rabbits and moles that have tak-
en their meals here regularly,” 
Yeager laughed.

A member of Saint Michael 
the Archangel Parish in Holli-
daysburg, Yeager was raised on 
a farm, so it all comes quite nat-

urally to him. His grandparents 
lived on a substance farm that 
provided for 14 family mem-
bers.

Care For Creation Ministry Feeds The Hungry

INSPECTS PRODUCE: Jim Yeager, project manager for the Care for Creations (C4C) Initiative for the Saint Vincent DePaul Society 
Monastery community Gardens, inspects tomatoes in the high tunnel greenhouse. C4C will donate over 5,500 pounds of food various agen-
cies in the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese this year.
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