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Ten persons have been 
named by Bishop Mark L. Bart-
chak to receive the Prince Gal-
litzin Cross Award at the 26th 
annual award dinner to be held 
Saturday, May 19.

Those to be honored at the 
Calvin House in Duncansville 
are:

- - Philip C. Arnone Sr. of 
Saint Patrick Parish, Johnstown;

- - Thomas Baker of Saint 
Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Hollidaysburg;

- - Donald and Judy Beeler 
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, 
Altoona;

- - Sister Marietta Therese 
Hanley of the Sister Servants of 
the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus;

- - Lawrence Harker of 
Saint Rose of Lima Parish, Al-
toona;

- - Raymond Seymour of 
Basilica of Saint Michael the 
Archangel Parish, Loretto;

- - Edward and Carol 
Shields of Saint Anne Parish, 
Davidsville;

- - Kathleen D. Spargo of 
Saint John the Evangelist Par-
ish, Everett.

Each of the awardees is 
being honored for carrying on 
the evangelizing spirit of the 
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THE SERVANT OF GOD

FATHER DEMETRIUS AUGUSTINE GALLITZIN

Ten To Be Recipients Of
Prince Gallitzin Cross Award

By Msgr. Timothy P. Stein
Servant of God Demetrius Au-
gustine Gallitzin.  The award 
consists of an enamel cross 
based upon one that appears on 
the coat of arms of the Prince - 
Priest’s family.  Suspended from 
a yellow ribbon, it is worn about 
the neck at parish and diocesan 
functions, particularly those at 
which the Bishop is present.  It 
is accompanied by a certificate 
signed by the Bishop.

The honorees were nomi-
nated by their pastors, fellow 
parishioners and co - workers.

Philip C. Arnone Sr., is 
described by Father Walter J. 
Moll, pastor of Saint Patrick 
Parish, Johnstown as “a faithful 
and exceptionally dedicated pa-
rishioner.”  A life - long member 
of the Moxham parish, Arnone 
began his many years of service 
as a child, when he became an 
altar server and a choir member, 
ministries in which he continues 
at the age of 79.  He serves the 
parish today as a server, lector, 
sacristan and cantor, and is also 
an Extraordinary Minister of the 
Eucharist, and a volunteer at fu-
neral luncheons and a variety of 
parish fundraisers.  Father Moll 
calls him “a man of frequent and 
faith filled prayer” who is a reg-
ular participant in the parish’s 
perpetual adoration ministry.

“In my 30 years as a priest 
and 16 years as a pastor, I have 
experienced very few people as 

generous and self - giving as 
Philip Arnone Sr.,” wrote Father 
Moll in his letter of nomination.

Thomas J. Baker “and his 
eleven siblings have had a long 
and significant impact upon 
Saint Michael Parish” in Holli-
daysburg, said Monsignor Stan-
ley B. Carson, pastor, in making 
his nomination of Mr. Baker.  
“Tom’s love for the Church and 
his service to God’s people are 
part of the fruitful harvest we 
continue to reap from the seeds 
sown by Prince Gallitzin,” said 
Monsignor Carson.

Baker’s is either an officer 
or a member of the following 
parish organizations:  Picnic 
Committee, Greenlawn Cem-
etery, Barbara Zanker Scholar-
ship Fund, Vocations Commit-
tee, Men’s Club and Matthew 
Ministry.  He offers hospitality 
following Sunday Masses and 
funerals, and also serves the par-
ish as an usher, and as a daily 
Mass reader and server.  Mon-
signor Carson noted that Baker 
is also helpful in providing 
transportation for parishioners 
needing to travel out of town for 
medical reasons.  An Air Force 
Veteran with 30 years of service, 
Baker has served locally and on 
the state level with the Air Force 
Association, and is an active 
volunteer with the American 
Cancer Society.

(Continued On Page 5.)
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SAINT MICHAEL:  Saint Michael Parish, Saint Michael, celebrated Confirmation on Thursday, April 
9.  Pictured are (left to right) First row: Alexandra Maurer, Kathryn Jordan.  Second row: Michael 
J. Barton, Jr. (catechist), Erik Kudlawiec, Shannon Kudlawiec, Isabella Yakicic, Julia Gully, Ashleigh 
Baer, Danielle Mickus, Pauline Minor (catechist); Third row: Jayme Naugle, Andrew Pinkas, Maxwell 
Varljen, Ian Wieczorek, Joel Barton, Garrett Bunn, Dominic Panick, Robert Bambino, Nicholas Line-
man and Anthony Hribar.

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS:  Pictured (left to right) are winners of a Science Fair at Saint Benedict 
School, Carrolltown. First row:  Fourth Grade - - Joseph Snedden, Logan Baker, Hannah Krug, Joslynn 
Kirsch.  Second row:  Fifth Grade - - Aydin Swander, Isabella Barrett, Blaine Farabaugh, Brandon Mc-
Nulty.  Third row:  Sixth Grade - - Abbie Baker, Julie Westrick, Ethan Cunningham, Brianna Kirsch.  
Fourth row:  Seventh Grade - - Adam Link, Caleb Barrett, Kaleb Hilyer.  Fifth row:  Eighth grade - - Em-
ily Cunningham, Abby Farabaugh, Juliana Snedden and Kelsey Krug.  Not pictured is Jacob Sharabaugh 
(Seventh Grade).

WASHINGTON (CNS) 
-- Pope Francis has accepted 
the resignation of Bishop Law-
rence E. Brandt of Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania, and appointed as 
his successor Father Edward C. 
Malesic, judicial vicar of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg, Pennsyl-
vania.

Bishop Brandt, who has 
headed the Greensburg Diocese 
since 2004, is 76, one year past 
the age that bishops are required 
by canon law to turn in their res-
ignation to the pope.

Bishop-designate Malesic, 
54, has been judicial vicar and 
secretary of canonical services 
in Harrisburg since 2006.

The changes were an-
nounced in Washington April 
24 by Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Vigano, apostolic nuncio to the 
United States.

The newly named bishop 
will be ordained and installed 
during a July 13 Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament Cathedral in Greens-
burg.

“This is an office that I 
never strove for nor expected,” 
said Bishop-designate Malesic, 
describing his shock when he 
received a call from Archbishop 
Vigano telling him the pope was 
appointing him to Greensburg.

“But now that reality is set-
ting in, I must thank God who 
has blessed me so much in this 
life and in the priesthood,” he 
said at a morning news confer-
ence. “It has been quite a jour-
ney so far and I suppose there is 
much more to come -- and the 
people of Greensburg are going 
to be a huge part of my journey 
from now on.

“I am grateful to Pope Fran-
cis for placing his confidence in 
me. I do not feel deserving of it, 
but I am accepting of it,” he add-
ed. “I love Pope Francis, and the 
way he has asked us all to exam-
ine and deepen our personal re-
lationship with God. I give him 
my loyalty and devotion.”

Bishop-designate Malesic 
thanked Bishop Brandt “for wel-
coming me so warmly.”

“When you called me last 
week, you told me that I am 
inheriting a gem of a diocese. I 
know that you have worked hard 
to keep it sparkling during times 
of change. The Catholic com-
munity here owes a debt of grat-
itude to you,” the newly named 
bishop added.

Edward C. Malesic was 
born Aug. 14, 1960. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in 1983 and 
a master’s in divinity in 1987, 
both from the Pontifical College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio. 
He was ordained a priest of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg May 30, 
1987.

Following ordination, he 
was an assistant pastor of St. 
Theresa Parish in New Cum-
berland, Pennsylvania, for two 
years and then at St. Rose of 
Lima Parish in York, Pennsylva-
nia, for two years.

He also was campus min-
ister at York College of Penn-
sylvania, 1989 to 1992, and at 
Millersville University of Penn-
sylvania, 1992 to 1996. He has 
served, first as administrator, 
then pastor at Holy Infant Parish 
in York Haven, Pennsylvania, 
since 2004.

Bishop-designate Malesic 
holds a licentiate in canon law 
from The Catholic University 
of America in Washington. He 
served as an auditor in the eccle-

siastical tribunal, 1996 to 1998, 
and as defender of the bond and 
canonical consulter for the tribu-
nal, 1998 to 2000. He has served 
as judicial vicar and secretary of 
canonical services in the Harris-
burg Diocese since 2006.

Lawrence E. Brandt 
was born March 27, 1939, in 
Charleston, West Virginia, and 
ordained a priest of Erie, Penn-
sylvania, on Dec. 19, 1969. St. 
John Paul II appointed him bish-
op of Greensburg Jan. 2, 2004. 
He was ordained a bishop March 
4 of that year.

Harrisburg Priest Named
Bishop Of Greensburg

CNS Photo

BISHOP - DESIGNATE
EDWARD C. MALESIC

By Catholic News Service

The Diocese of Greens-
burg covers 3,334 square miles. 
Out of a total population of 

about 665,700 people, just over 
144,000, or 22 percent, are 
Catholic.

The deadline for submitting First Holy Communion, 
Confirmation, May Crowning and Graduation photos 
for publication in The Catholic Register is Wednes-
day, July 15.  No exceptions to this deadline will be 
made.

Photos may be submitted to The Catholic Regis-
ter, 925 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg PA 
16648; or by e - mail to tstein@dioceseaj.org or bto-
maselli@dioceseaj.org.  Photos submitted by e - 
mail should be sent in the jpeg format.
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In The Alleghenies

ALL SAINTS, BOSWELL:  All Saints Parish, Boswell, celebrated Confirmation on Thursday, April 9.  
Taking part were (left to right) Kara West, Von Yoder, Matt Marafino (catechist) and Madison Huzsek.

SCHOLARS WELCOMED:  Welcomed to Mount Aloysius College were new Mercy Presidential 
Scholars, from left: Theresa Muir, Mount Aloysius College President Tom Foley, Amanda Schneider, 
Trenton Hoag, Casey Young, Nicholas Goldyn, Teresa Goc, Seth Hull, Jordan Gebhart, Logan Flick, 
Jenna Deemer, Aaron Mogle, Jessica Bressler, Brittany Hubler, Makalah Zankey, Sydney Barger, Han-
nah Simpson, Natalie Folton, Lucy Craig, Jordan Morrison, Jacob Pasley, Frank Crouse (Vice President 
for Enrollment Management), Keriann Black and Grace Grata.  The students, distinguished by their 
academic achievements, leadership and community service, earned a collective high school grade point 
average of 3.82 with critical reading and math SAT scores ranging between 1100-1400.  Mount Aloysius 
College President Tom Foley noted that the students chosen as Mercy Presidential Scholars reflect the 
school’s expectations for their bright future. “This year’s Mercy Presidential Scholars were chosen on 
the basis of their community service and their academic talents,” he said.  “At Mount Aloysius College 
it’s clear that character is the foundation for leadership, academic success and a deepening commitment 
to their community.  We look forward to their future contributions at Mount Aloysius College,” he added.
Frank Crouse, vice president for enrollment management welcomed the group of Mercy Scholars, their 
parents, faculty and staff, noting “These young men and women best exemplify the values and goals of 
Mount Aloysius College.  We are very glad to have them here.”

Community

Healthy Community Walk

Johnstown:  The Society 
of SaintVincent DePaul will par-
ticipate in the May 30 Highmark 
Walk for a Healthy Community, 
in Johnstown’s Central Park. 
The Society is looking for walk-
ers to join their efforts which 
will benefit the SVDP Food for 
Families Johnstown program.

Registration is at 7:45 a.m. 
and  the 5K walk begins at 9:00 
a.m. A One Mile Fun Walk be-
gins at 9:15 a.m.

Food for Families in John-
stown is the distribution cen-
ter for many food pantries and 
other agencies in Johnstown 
and throughout Cambria Coun-
ty which serve 7,200 people 
per month. In addition the pro-
gram’s Family Kitchen serves a 
lunch daily for all those in need 
serving 125 – 200 meals per day.

Walkers can join ‘Team 
Vinnie’ by registering at the 
Highmark Walk website, John-
stown and look for Society of 
Saint Vincent DePaul. Those un-
able to take part in the walk can 
make a donation on the site. Do-
nations can also be sent to SVDP 

Food for Families 945 Franklin 
Street, Johnstown PA 15905.

Golf Outing

Altoona:  The Society of 
Saint Vincent DePaul Youth 
Ministries is promoting and ad-
vocating for local youth. The 
Society’s youth ministry is in-
volved with different missions 
to help those youth who need 
just a little extra support. The 
7th Annual Ravine Invitational  
Golf Outing at Park Hills Coun-
try Club on Saturday, June 27 
supports these efforts.. The soci-
ety is looking for participants as 
players, team captains, sponsors, 
in-kind contributors, advertisers 
and partners. 

Support of the golf outing 
will assist Back to School Back 
Pack project, holiday meals to 
the Domestic Abuse Shelter, 
SDVP National Haitian Adopt 
a Student program, Evergreen 
Manors After School programs 
and SDVP Christmas for Kids 
Program for those less fortunate, 
as well as other area youth group 
functions.

For information call Sonny 
Consiglio, executive director at 
(814) 943 – 1981, or by e – mail 
at avcdepaul@atlanticbbn.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HEALING 
MASS 

 
Monday 

 June 1, 2015 
          7:00 pm 

Fr. Bill Kiel 
CELEBRANT 

 
CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
For all in need of physical, emotional or spiritual 

healing and those who support them. 
 

 “I came so that they might have life and have 
it more abundantly” John 10:10 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
PRESENTED BY THE CATHEDRAL CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
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Point Of View

Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Family Matters
By Amy Kanich
Sweet Surprise!

My Heart Has Been Blessed
By ‘The Sound Of Music’

Taking my little girl out 
for ice- cream is always a joy!  
She revels in the frosty treat and 
squeals in delight at the thought 
of getting sprinkles on her cone.  
How sweet these moments are 
to me!  As a special treat for 
my birthday, I took my daugh-
ter to a new local frozen yogurt 
chain.  This chain allows you to 
build your own sweet treat with 
the addition of many of differ-
ent goodies to top of your frosty 
concoction.  There are gum-
mies bears, chocolate cookies, 
fruit and a multitude of colorful 
sprinkles. This place is surely 
a child’s delight and a perfect 
setting for a mother to share a 
special moment with her pre-
cious daughter.  But, there was 
something different about this 
place that really caught my at-
tention.  It wasn’t the brightly 
colored walls or sparkling clean 
counters that impressed me, it 
was something that caught me 
off guard, a conversation that 
made my heart jump for joy!  As 
I was helping my little princess 
build the most amazing yogurt 
sundae ever, I over heard the 
young clerk say to a custom-
er, “Do you go to church?”  I 
stopped and tried to listen more 
intently – the customer said, 
“No, I haven’t been in church 
since I was a kid!”  The clerk 
then said, “Just remember you 
are always welcome!”  I thought 
to myself, “I never heard anyone 
in a store, especially a clerk of 
a national chain, inquire about 
someone’s faith!”  I typically 
hear, “Would you like to sign 
up for our rewards card or per-
haps our credit card?” but never 
hear, “Do you go to church?”   I 

was delighted!  As approached 
the counter, I complimented the 
clerk for his courage in sharing 
the Christian faith. He said, “We 
are a Christian Company and we 
are working very hard to love 
our neighbors!” I smiled.    In 
today’s world, all we hear is the 
bad news about how our Chris-
tian values are being taken away 
from our everyday life.  Howev-
er, here in a simple yogurt chain, 
the Good News is lovingly being 
sprinkled on each person, one 
customer at a time!  

As I got into my car, with 
my sticky, sprinkled little one, I 
prayed, “Thank you God for the 
courage of this young man and 
for a company who is not afraid 
to share their faith.” I thought to 
myself from now on, when my 
family goes out for frozen yo-
gurt we are coming here!  If a 
company’s logo has God’s name 
in it, plays Christian music for 
the customers and hires young 
witnesses to our Faith, then it 
is a company I am supporting 
whole-heartedly.   Then several 
other questions started to flood 
my mind. What would happen 
if Christians started to research 
companies led by Christian val-
ues and supported them exclu-
sively?  What if Christian’s real-
ly put their “money where their 
mouths are?” What if Christian 

Americans could take back their 
one nation under God, with one 
purchase at a time?    Just here 
in our diocese, I know of places 
to shop and eat that are run by 
Christian companies.  There is 
a Christian bookstore that gives 
100% of its profit to Christian 
Charities.  There is a craft store 
that plays Christian music and 
closes on Sundays so their em-
ployees can celebrate the Sab-
bath and there is a fast food 
chain that writes” Happy Birth-
day Jesus” on it’s sign during the 
Christmas Season.  Also, there 
are many “mom and pop” places 
run by good Christian families 
that wholeheartedly support our 
Christian Faith.   Yes, it may take 
some searching around and a 
little inconvenience but the real-
ity is that money talks in Amer-
ica and we Christians could use 
our spending choices to voice 
our love of God.  Could you 
imagine if the over 250 million 
Christians in our country, would 
start thinking consciously about 
supporting businesses that care 
more about glorifying God than 
their bottom line?  We Christians 
are the biggest group in the US 
(80%) and the only reason to 
fear our rights are being taken 
away is when we decide to do 
nothing about it.    

Blessings!

Let’s start at the very beginning, a very good place to start.
In the Fall of 1960, when I was all of two – years – old, 

my father attended a conference in New York City.  While he 
was there, he saw the original Broadway production of “The 
Sound Of Music,” and brought home a photo – filled souvenir 
program and an original cast recording (both of which I still 
have tucked away among my favorite things).

Dad’s good luck in getting a standing – room – only ticket 
to the sold – out smash stage show paved the way for my own 
fascination with the story of Maria and the Von Trapp Family 
Singers.  When the movie version of “The Sound Of Music” 
was released five years later, in the Spring of 1965, Dad and 
Mom took my sister and me to see it at the Nixon Theater in 
Pittsburgh.  It was a huge event!  Twentieth – Century Fox 
was marketing the movie as a “roadshow,” with reserved seat 
tickets, an intermission, and yes, a souvenir program full of 
photos, which is also still in my possession!

For over 50 years, “The Sound Of Music” has been like 
the soundtrack of my life - - a roadmap to be followed when 
climbing every mountain, and the source of a rich vocabulary 
for talking about the things that matter most.

Contrary to popular rumor, circulated among my family 
and friends, I cannot quote every line from “The Sound Of 
Music.”  But there are more than a few lines that have made 
such an impression on me that I turn to them again and again.

- - When the Mother Abbess asks Maria “What is the most 
important lesson our Abbey has taught you?” Maria responds 
“To find out what is the will of God, and then to do it, whole-
heartedly.”

- - A few minutes later, when Maria is leaving the Abbey, 
she pauses, looks at a crucifix, and says “When God closes a 
door, somewhere He opens a window.”

- - And then, when Maria returns to the convent to sort out 
her feelings for Captain Von Trapp, the Abbess refuses to let 
her hide behind convent walls, but challenges her “You have 
to live the life you were born to live.”

At the age of seven, I was more caught up by the beauty 
of the music and the scenery than I was by the wisdom of 
those words.  At sixteen going on seventeen, I understood 
more clearly that this beautiful story was speaking to my heart 
and pointing me in the direction of every byway, every path I 
would have to walk.  As I became older and wiser, forded a 
few streams and  realized that I had a long, long way to run in 
my quest to live the life I was born to live, I saw that I was still 
no more than a lark who was learning to pray.

And so it goes on, and so I continue to draw inspiration 
from “The Sound Of Music.”  My heart has been blessed as I 
try to find my dream, and the dream God has in mind for me.  
As the 50th anniversary year of “The Sound Of Music” contin-
ues, I can pray only that it will bloom and grow forever!
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We All Shape Each Other

Nominated by Father David 
R. Rizzo, pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes Parish, Altoona, and 
by Mary Louise Campbell, vice 
- president of the parish’s Con-
fraternity of Christian Moth-
ers, Don and Judy Beeler are 
“fourth generation members of 
Our Lady of Lourdes parish” 
and “participate in every event 
we are having.”

“They are superb represen-
tatives of a Christian married 
couple with a strong Catholic 
faith,” wrote Campbell, while 
Father Rizzo described them as 
“two individuals who truly em-
body the evangelizing spirit of 
the Reverend Prince Demetrius 
Gallitzin.”  Don is a member of 
the Knights of Columbus and 
Judy is president of the Chris-
tian Mothers at Lourdes.  With 
a deep devotion to the Blessed 
Mother and a strong commit-
ment to family life, they have 
worked to help others grow in 
their faith through the Christian 
Family Movement, a commit-
ment to working with Catholic 
Charities and the Saint Vincent 
DePaul Society, and developing 
a parish “Family Night” in Ad-
vent and a Parish Mission every 
Fall.

Sister Marietta Therese 
Hanley has served since 2005 
as a teacher at All Saints Catho-
lic School in Cresson, and was 
nominated for the award by 
Kathleen Maurer, principal, who 
says of Sister Marietta Therese 
“her fun - loving, outgoing per-
sonality attracts students and 
allows them the opportunity to 
see that a vocation serving Jesus 
can be an interesting and joyful 
life.”  Maurer also acknowl-
edges that “Since working with 
Sister Marietta Therese, my own 
faith life has grown stronger by 
her witness to the faith.”

Sister Marietta Therese, a 
member of the Sister Servants 
of the Most Sacred Heart of Je-
sus “challenges our students to 
be the best they can be, provid-
ing them with a living example 
of consecrated life,” said Mau-
rer.  “She provides our students 
with opportunities to pray and to 
serve.  What better way to spread 

the spirit of Prince Gallitzin than 
by following in his footsteps, 
evangelizing and encouraging 
the faith of those who now live 
in these Allegheny Mountains,” 
Maurer concluded.

Lawrence Harker has 
been a member of Saint Rose 
of Lima Parish, Altoona, for 55 
years, according to Father Brian 
Saylor, pastor “during which 
time he has assisted both our 
parishioners and our neighbors.”  
Father Saylor noted “Larry nev-
er lets someone in need go by.  
He reaches out in so many ways 
to those who are struggling and 
hurting.  He brings the love and 
compassion of God to so many 
people, asking nothing in re-
turn.”

A founding member of the 
parish’s Saint Vincent DePaul 
Society Conference, Harker 
helped establish a food pantry at 
Saint Rose, and has been active 
in the Society’s Youth Ministry.  
He serves on the parish’s RCIA 
team, is an Extraordinary Min-
ister of the Eucharist, has been 
a Pre - Cana instructor and is a 
member of the Nocturnal Adora-
tion Society.  A Cursillo member 
for 32 years, he assists with of-
fering retreats at local correc-
tional facilities, and serves the 
community as a volunteer with 
families in need at Evergreen 
Manor in Altoona.

A number of voices were 
raised in nominating Raymond 
Seymour of the Basilica of Saint 
Michael the Archangel Parish in 
Loretto for the Prince Gallitzin 
Cross Award.  Monsignor Timo-
thy Swope, pastor; Father John 
D. Byrnes, the Diocese’s judi-
cial vicar; and Frank and Betty 
Seymour, diocesan postulators 
of Father Gallitzin’s Cause, all 
speak of Seymour’s over 45 
years of service as a teacher of 
Spanish and Latin at Bishop 
Carroll Catholic High School 
in Ebensburg, in which capacity 
he has helped many seminarians 
and potential seminarians learn 
Latin, and has also helped them 
discern their vocations to minis-
try.

Monsignor Swope pointed 
out that “Ray is very knowl-
edgeable in the Christian faith 
and is always willing to evange-

lize our faith by his life and by 
his wisdom.”  The nominators 
also stated that “Ray’s gifts and 
good offices were put at the dis-
posal of Father Luis Escalante 
when he was appointed Roman 
postulator for Father Gallitzin’s 
Cause.  Ray labored for Father 
Escalante through the summer 
of 2013 translating all of the ear-
ly 19th century Latin correspon-
dence between the Vatican and 
the American Church authorities 
which mentioned the ‘Apostle 
of the Alleghenies.’”

Ed and Carol Shields were 
nominated for the Prince Gal-
litzin Cross Award by Father 
Martin Cingle, their pastor at 
Saint Anne Parish in Davids-
ville.  Father Cingle calls them 
“valuable resources for the Saint 
Anne Parish Community,” and 
says “Ed and Carol demon-
strate Christian love and charity 
through their daily lives and the 
many ministries in which they 
are involved.”

Ed’s ministries have in-
cluded service as an usher and 
greeter, an Extraordinary Minis-
ter of the Eucharist, RCIA leader 
and religious education teacher.  
Carol has served as a member 
or president of the Ladies Guild 
and as a choir member.  As a 
couple they have organized a 
number of parish events, both 
liturgical and social in nature, 
often hosting events in their own 
home.  “Only Carol and Ed can 
mobilize parishioners as volun-

teers the way that they do!,” said 
Father Cingle, adding “They 
create a fun, stress - free envi-
ronment in which volunteers can 
freely express their opinions and 
suggestions to add to the events.  
This fosters fellowship among 
the parishioners and invites oth-
ers to Saint Anne’s.”

Kathleen D. Spargo is a 
member of Saint John the Evan-
gelist Parish in Everett, where 
she ministers as parish secretary, 
and goes above and beyond the 
call of duty, according to Fa-
ther Derek Fairman, pastor, who 
lauds her for her contribution to 
“the growth of the Church” by 
her service.

A catechist for children pre-
paring for their First Holy Com-
munion, Spargo is active in the 

Prince Gallitzin Cross Award Dinner Set For May 16

THE PRINCE GALLITZIN
CROSS AWARD

(Continued From Page 1.) Catholic Daughters of the Amer-
icas, serving as regent in the par-
ish’s chapter and on the diocesan 
level.  She is active as a lector 
and Extraordinary Minister of 
the Eucharist, leads the Rosary 
before Sunday Mass and is ac-
tive in the Cursillo Movement.  
Spargo also helps organize par-
ish socials and funeral meals.

The award dinner will be 
served at 6:00 p.m. and will be 
preceded by a social at 5:00 p.m.

Tickets for the event are 
$35.00 per person, and may be 
obtained from the Jeanne Duffy 
at the Diocesan Administration 
Center, by phone at (814) 695 - 
5579 or by e - mail at jduffy@
dioceseaj.org.  Tickets must be 
purchased by Wednesday, May 
6.

Nester To Be Ordained
Deacon May 16

KEVIN JAMES NESTER

Kevin James Nester of 
Most Holy Trinity Parish, Hunt-
ingdon, will be ordained a per-
manent deacon by Bishop Mark 
L. Bartchak at 10:00 a.m. Satur-
day, May 16, at the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona.

A 1976 graduate of Owen 
J. Roberts High School in Pott-
stown, Nester received a bach-
elor of science degree in en-
vironmental engineering from 
Penn State University in 1981, 
and a professional development 
degree from the University of 
Wisconsin - Madison, in 2003.

He was admitted to candi-
dacy for Holy Orders in 2012.  
Nester serves as co - chairman 
of the social concerns commit-
tee at Most Holy Trinity Parish, 
and is co - leader of the Queen 
of Peace Prayer Group.  He has 
served as an Extraordinary Min-
ister of the Eucharist, lector, ac-
olyte and master of ceremonies, 
and is a Second Degree Member 
of the Knights of Columbus.

Nester is employed by 
GHD, a consutling engineering 
firm.  His work involves mu-
nicipal water distribution and 
treatment, municipal wastewa-
ter collection, conveyance and 
treatment, and municipal engi-
neering.

He and his wife, Penny, live 
in Alexandria.

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950
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SACRED HEART:  Sacred Heart Parish, Altoona, celebrated Confirmation on Wednesday, April 8.  
Pictured are (left to right) First row:  Julia Nagle, Mikayla Stubler, Clara Good, Madison Baker, Allissa 
Chirdon, Angelica Lynam.  Second row:  Kevin Neely, Isaiah Collins, Father Lubomir Strecok (pastor) 
and Zachary Colyer.

FESTIVAL OF PRAISE:  A Festival of Praise was held Palm Sunday, March 29, at the Basilica of 
Saint Michael the Archangel in Loretto.  The Saint Joan of Arc Charismatic Prayer Group, led by Chris-
tine Sanker, and the Praise and Worship Music Ministry took part.  A witness talk was given by Roy 
Holtz, and a homily was given by Third Order Regular Franciscan Father Bob Hilz, who also led Eu-
charistic adoration.

SAINT CATHERINE:  Saint 
Catherine of Siena Parish, 
Mount Union, celebrated Con-
firmation on Tuesday, April 14.  
Pictured are (left to right) Kait-
lin Todaro, Nicholas Roddy and 
Kaylee McMath.  Father Joseph 
Fleming is pastor and Eric Gi-
acobello is the director of educa-
tion at the Mount Union parish.

WASHINGTON (CNS) 
-- Although the upcoming can-
onization of Blessed Junipero 
Serra has stirred mixed reac-
tion, a group of panelists April 
22 said the ambiguities around 
the friar should not discount the 
good work he did or the positive 
dialogue and reconciliation that 
could result from his sainthood.

“He made a lot of mistakes, 
but he was a man of his time. 
He was flawed but heroic,” said 
Franciscan Father Joe Nangle 
about Blessed Serra, the 18th-
century Spanish Franciscan who 
established missionaries in the 
U.S.

Father Nangle, associ-
ate pastor of Our Lady Queen 
of Peace Parish in Arlington, 
Virginia, was a panelist in the 
“Founding Padres” discussion 
held at The Catholic University 
of America. It focused on three 
Catholic priests represented in 
the U.S. Capitol’s Statuary Hall: 
Blessed Serra and Jesuit Fathers 
Jacques Marquette and Eusebio 
Kino.

Father Nangle, who served 
as a missionary in Latin Amer-
ica for 15 years, was not alone 
in having mixed feelings about 
Blessed Serra, who was de-
scribed by Pope Francis as “the 
evangelizer of the West in the 
United States” but has been la-
beled by some Native Ameri-
cans as a brutal colonizer and 
someone who suppressed Indian 
culture.

Father Henry Sands, who 
heads the Native American ef-
forts of the Secretariat of Cul-
tural Diversity in the Church for 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, acknowledged the un-
easiness many have expressed 
about Blessed Serra.

The priest, a member of the 
Ojibwe, Ottawa and Potawatomi 
tribes, said that when Blessed 
Serra’s canonization was an-
nounced in January many Na-

tive Americans felt he represent-
ed many things that “were not 
right” in the way they had been 
treated.

He said some of the criti-
cism of Blessed Serra “has 
been overblown” but he also 
acknowledged that the canon-
ization offers an opportunity 
for Native Americans to express 
their frustration and also gives 
Christians the chance to “make 
a difference in this” by their 
prayers and efforts to reach out 
to Native Americans.

Steven Hackel, a history 
professor at the University of 
California at Riverside who 
has written a biography titled 
Junipero Serra: California’s 
Founding Father, said Blessed 
Serra’s canonization can draw 
attention to the friar’s work in 
developing the Western part of 
the nation before the country 
was even established.

He noted that Blessed Ser-
ra, a contemporary of George 
Washington, brought a focus on 
farming and agriculture, which 
was crucial to the nation’s de-
velopment.

Hackel said the Catholic 
Church should talk more about 
Blessed Serra and said these dis-
cussions could lead to reconcili-
ation with Native Americans.

Bishop Gerald F. Kicanas 
of Tucson, Arizona, highlighted 
the challenges for pioneer mis-
sionaries, noting they had no 
clear policy to follow particular-
ly about adapting to local culture 
and languages.

“It was clearly daunting,” 
he added, noting that Father 
Kino, who established more 
than 20 missions in the Sonoran 
Desert also faced hot tempera-
tures, unpredictable winds and 
wolves.

The bishop, who is a pro-
ponent of the cause of sainthood 
for Father Kino pointed out that 
the mission priest, who died in 
1711, had “a deep love of God 
and love for the poor” and be-
lieved missionaries should pray, 
work hard and go where the 
people are.

Ambiguities About Serra
Should Not Discount

Canonization
By Carol Zimmerman
Catholic News Service
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Prayer For
Father Gallitzin’s Intercession

A Prince In The Service
Of The Great King

The Servant Of God
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
1770 - 1840

O God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls, who sent 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin to serve God’s people in 
the Allegheny Mountains, feeding your sheep by his words 
and forming them by his example, pour out your Spirit to sow 
seeds of truth in people’s hearts and to awaken in them obedi-
ence to the faith.

May the Gospel continue to be preached and the Sacraments 
bring power and grace to the faithful.  By the example of this 
man of faith, Demetrius Gallitzin, may your people advance in 
the path of salvation and love.

Confident of your faithfulness to us, we humbly ask you, our 
God, to grant us the favor of (name your intention).

May Christ’s saving work continue to the end of the ages, and 
may we feel a more urgent call to work for the salvation of 
every creature.  We pray this, as did your priest Demetrius 
Gallitzin, through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

+  +  +

Kindly send information about favors granted to:
The Cause for the Servant of God

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown

927 South Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg PA 16648

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- 
The canonization of Blessed Ju-
nipero Serra will give the United 
States its first Hispanic saint, 
which should help more Ameri-
cans realize that the country was 
settled by both Hispanics and 
Anglos, said the secretary of the 

Pontifical Commission for Latin 
America.

Guzman Carriquiry, the 
Vatican official who hails from 
Uruguay, told reporters he hoped 
the canonization would promote 
greater acceptance of Hispanic 
Americans, recognition of the 
Catholic contribution to U.S. 
history and a more accurate un-
derstanding of how the United 
States became a country. Jesuit Father Federico 

Lombardi, Vatican spokesman, 
announced April 20 that Pope 
Francis planned to canonize the 
18th-century Spanish Francis-
can missionary the evening of 
Sept. 23 during a Mass on the 
lawn of the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception in Washington.

The announcement, and 
Carriquiry’s comments, came 
during a Vatican news confer-
ence about Pope Francis’ visit 
to the Pontifical North America 
College, the U.S. seminary in 
Rome, May 2 to conclude a 
study day about Blessed Serra.

An “Anglo-centric” reading 
of U.S. history, Carriquiry said, 
ignores the fact that Spaniards 
explored much of its eventual 
territory and made important 
contributions to the histories of 
California, New Mexico, Texas, 
Louisiana and Florida.

The “anti-Catholic, anti-
Hispanic” sentiments do not die 
easily, he said, but the canoniza-
tion of Blessed Serra should help 
more people recognize the con-
tributions Hispanics have made 
and continue to make. A more 
accurate vision also will “help 
break down walls of separation 
between what is Anglo and what 
is Hispanic, between the Prot-
estant and Catholic traditions, 

between the United States and 
Latin America.”

“And it will allow many 
millions of Hispanics who live 
in the United States to free 
themselves of a mentality that 
says they are barely tolerated 
and frequently discriminated 
against foreigners on the mar-
gins of society,” he said. Instead 
they should see themselves “in 
continuation with a line of His-
panics who for centuries have 
inhabited large areas of what 
is now the southwestern, cen-
tral and eastern United States. 
They can rightly affirm, ‘We are 
Americans,’ without having to 
abandon their best cultural and 
religious traditions.”

Asked about the California 
Senate’s vote April 12 seeking 
to replace the statue of Blessed 
Serra in the U.S. Capitol with 
a statue of the astronaut Sally 
Ride, Carriquiry said, “what 
could this be saying? Bury in 
oblivion an ideal, the extraor-
dinary Hispanic Catholic con-
tribution a missionary made not 
only to the history of California 
but also of the United States? 
What could it mean in a state 
where many millions of Hispan-
ics live and the great majority of 
them venerate Blessed Junipero 
Serra? They want to eliminate 
the only Hispanic -- the only one 
-- represented among the coun-
try’s notables” in the Capitol?

He said the vote -- which 
still must be approved by the 
California Assembly and by its 
governor -- seems particularly 
ill timed when “the first His-
panic pope in history proposes 
to canonize him.”

Capuchin Father Vincenzo 
Criscuolo, an official in the 
Vatican Congregation for Saints’ 
Causes, told reporters the 1,200-
page “positio” or position paper 
outlining why Blessed Serra 
should be canonized, relied par-
ticularly on 191 handwritten let-
ters and reports by Father Serra 
about his life and his work in the 
California missions he founded.

In contrast with charges that 
Blessed Serra mistreated native 
peoples, he said the letters prove 
that Father Serra was an “in-
trepid defender of the rights of 
native people,” a position that 
often put him at odds with lo-
cal Spanish military officers and 
government leaders.

Although the Catholic 
Church believes he was holy, 
Father Serra was “a man of his 
time,” Father Criscuolo said. 
Corporal punishment was al-
most universally accepted at the 
time, he said, so “the fact that 
he believed some corporal pun-
ishment could be beneficial in 
the education process, includ-
ing of native peoples, cannot be 
excluded. But to claim he sup-
ported genocide or even the use 
of the death penalty -- this, cer-
tainly not!”

Objections raised to the 
canonization, including some 
that are obviously “prejudicial, 
are completely contradicted by 
the documentation,” he said.

Carriquiry said the real 
atrocities against the native 
peoples of California came 
long after Father Serra’s death 
with the 19th-century Califor-
nia gold rush and the push for 
California’s incorporation into 
the United States. Thousands 
died of disease or were forcibly 
removed to less fertile land else-
where.

Born on the Spanish island 
of Majorca in 1713, Father Serra 
went to Mexico in 1749 to work 
as a missionary. He began his 
ministry in what is now Califor-
nia in 1769, eventually estab-
lishing nine missions and evan-
gelizing local Indians before his 
death in 1784.

St. John Paul II beatified 
him in 1988.

Father Serra Will Be 
First Hispanic U.S. Saint

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service

CNS Photo/Santa Barbara Mission

BLESSED JUNIPERO
SERRA

Prices starting at $2,699 ~ with 
Airfare Included in this price 
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/

Airfare from anywhere  
in the continental USA 

 

Several trips to different destinations: 
the Holy Land; Italy; France,  
Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; 
Ireland & Scotland; Austria,  

Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 
& Turkey; Camino de Santiago;  

Viking Cruises; Budapest Prague; 
Denmark, Sweden, & Norway; 

etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips 
for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

 

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel.com 
carmela@proximotravel.com 

Call us 24/7 
508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001 

Carmela Manago 
Executive Director 
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Word of Life
The
Pope Teaches
By Pope Francis

Bring Honor Back To
Marriage, Family

ONE MORE TIME:  In 1951 May Crowning was celebrated by Saint Mary (Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary) Parish in Portage, in the original church on Main Street.

The Human Side
By Father Eugene Hemrick
A Lenten Lesson For Life

On a recent trip out West, 
I once again became aware of 
one of St. John XXIII’s reasons 
for initiating the Second Vati-
can Council: to encourage the 
church to adjust to changing 
times.

It’s no exaggeration to say 
that much of today’s life is shift-
ing dramatically and calling for 
drastic changes. When I was in 
California, residents there were 
talking about passing laws and 
taking other measures to pre-
serve water, since the state finds 
itself going through a historic 
drought.

After my visit to California, 
I traveled to Portland, Oregon. 
At the airport, I rode its light rail 
into the city, and while in the 
city, I noticed its vast transfor-
mation over the decades.

In both experiences, the 
common denominators seemed 
to be conservation, sacrifice and 
austerity.

In the case of water con-
sumption in California, the 
public was asked to cut down 
on watering their lawns, among 
other measures. Hotels and in-
stitutions were asked to curtail 
excessive use of water, and re-
cycling water was highly en-
couraged everywhere. Because 
of the drought, a plant to remove 
salt from ocean water is under 
construction near San Diego.

In Portland, people had to 
endure streets being torn up and 
trains invading their neighbor-
hoods in order to have fewer 
cars on the road to reduce pol-
lution. They also had to endure 
losing some of city’s antiquity 
because of the rail.

In both cases, there was re-
sistance. Some people in Cali-
fornia complained about the 
farmers’ use of water. They were 
told farmers need water so they 
can produce food that people 
can eat.

In Portland, there was resis-
tance from wealthy homeown-
ers who didn’t want a streetcar 
from Lake Oswego to Portland 
going through their neighbor-

hood. Even in Washington, 
D.C., where streetcars are being 
reintroduced to the city, some 
people complain that the wires 
overhead destroy the look of the 
neighborhood.

It is no exaggeration to say 
that any politician running on a 
platform of conservation, sac-
rifice and austerity would have 
little chance of winning. And yet 
if droughts continue, if air pol-
lution increases, if global warm-
ing continues and the fish in our 
oceans become scarce or disap-
pear, Mother Nature just might 
create its own age of austerity.

During Lent, we were re-
minded to do with less in order 
to better appreciate God’s bless-
ings. Austerity is one of life’s 
golden rules!

We can appreciate this les-
son beyond Lent. Perhaps aus-
terity can be used as a means to 
effectively cope with change, to 
create a brighter future, if we 
practice it throughout life and 
learn to take better care of our 
resources.

During Lent, we were 
reminded to do with 
less in order to bet-
ter appreciate God’s 
blessings. Austerity 
is one of life’s golden 
rules!

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- God’s plan for fruitful, everlasting 
unions between a man and woman has been lost in a world 
filled with skepticism, distrust and hostility, Pope Francis said.

A culture that does not value “the stable and life-giving 
covenant between a man and woman is certainly a loss for 
everyone. We must bring honor back to marriage and the fam-
ily,” he said April 22 during his general audience in St. Peter’s 
Square.

But much also must be done to return respect and dig-
nity to women, who are often exploited, objectified and under-
standably skeptical of the possibility of harmony between men 
and women, he said.

The pope continued his catechesis about the family with 
the second of two talks on the complementary nature of men 
and women.

The Book of Genesis shows how God created the heav-
ens and earth, and then a special creature made in his like-
ness to care and watch over the earth. Even though man was 
“the culmination” of God’s creation, still “something was miss-
ing,” the pope said.

In the Garden of Eden, Adam “is free, is master, but he 
is alone and God sees that this ‘is not good.’ It’s like a lack of 
communion, a communion is lacking, a lack of fullness,” he 
said.

God, therefore, creates a woman whom Adam instinctive-
ly and “joyfully” recognizes as “part of him: ‘bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh.’ Finally there is a mirrored reflection, a 
reciprocity,” the pope said.

As an example, he said it is like extending a hand to greet 
someone, but no one is there. “That’s how man was, some-
thing was missing in order for him to reach his fullness and he 
was missing reciprocity.”

Eve was not an exact “replica” of man, he said, but was 
made by another original creative act by God.

The image of a woman being made from a man’s rib “does 
not at all express inferiority or subordination, but on the con-
trary, that man and woman are made of the same substance 
and are complementary,” Pope Francis said.

In fact, he said, it is significant that God formed the wom-
an while man slept to “underline exactly how she is not in any 
way a creature of man, but of God.”

Speaking off-the-cuff, the pope said it also shows the 
secret to encountering a woman as well as love: “to find the 
woman, man must first dream about her and then he will find 
her,” he said to applause. 

Pope Francis said it is significant that God formed 
the woman while man slept to “underline exactly how 
she is not in any way a creature of man, but of God.”
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For The Journey
By Effie Caldarola
Welcoming A Stranger
To A New Home

Question Corner
By Father Kenneth Doyle
Too Much Focus On 
The Passion?

According to an early legend, the Roman martyr Pancras was a 
native of Syria or Phrygia (now Turkey) brought to Rome by 
an uncle after he was orphaned. They converted to Christianity 
there and were martyred during the persecution of Emperor Di-
ocletian. Pancras reportedly was only 14, the likely reason for his 
being a patron saint of children. A strong cult of Pancras devel-
oped in Rome and in England from the time of Saint Augustine 
of Canterbury, who dedicated a church to him around 600. Pan-
cras is also mentioned in Saint Bede’s martyrology and in most 
medieval English calendars, and the famous north London train 
station takes its name from an ancient church there dedicated to 
Saint Pancras.

© 2015 Catholic News Service

Pancras
Died circa 304

Feast – May 12

Spirituality
For Today
By Father John Catoir
The Greatness 
Of Being You

The United Nations reports that as of 2014, there were over 
50 million refugees in our world. Tonight, I’m going to meet five 
of them.

Statistics can easily make our eyes glaze over and maybe 
even harden our hearts a bit. And 50 million -- that number stag-
gers but also dehumanizes. All that misery, dislocation and pain 
can’t be comprehended.

That’s why the five people that I’m meeting, to be relocated 
from the other side of the world to Omaha, Nebraska, the city 
where I live, will put a human face on an overwhelming number. 
It’s why a group to which I belong, Ignatian Associates, volun-
teered to help furnish and equip an apartment for these newcom-
ers.

We can’t help 50 million people, but maybe we can do some-
thing for five.

Ignatian Associates is a loose community dedicated to the 
spirituality of St. Ignatius of Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. We try 
to support each other in prayer and “apostolic activity,” a fancy 
term that basically means doing good things, trying in our small 
way to imitate Christ in the world. We don’t always do projects 
together, but we decided to take on this task as a group.

Refugees travel a long road to resettlement. They’ve fled 
their homes due to war, violence, famine, social disasters.

The United Nations oversees camps for refugees all over the 
world. “Camp,” with its connotation of a few nights spent rough-
ing it in a tent before heading back to a nice mattress, doesn’t 
begin to describe the living conditions for some of these refugees. 
Some have been in the camps for decades, even generations.

Even when the U.N. chooses someone to be resettled in an-
other country, it’s still a long process. The U.S. Department of 
State accepts a certain number of refugees, and parcels their 
cases out to agencies in each of the 50 states that help refugees 
adjust to life in a wildly new and different environment.

These agencies rely on volunteers for help. Naturally, a lot of 
that help comes from churches and faith-based groups who hear 
the mandate, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

Some refugees arrive speaking no English. Some have nev-
er seen a toilet flush or operated a light switch. Relocation is not 
a magic elixir. It’s hard to climb out of poverty and overcome feel-
ings of disorientation and loneliness and culture shock.

Since my husband and I have a relatively empty basement, 
my house became the staging area for our project. People help-
ing with the project began bringing in sheets, towels, futons and 
recliners. A man’s bicycle appeared. Pots and pans, a small mi-
crowave, a toaster, a queen-size mattress and the essential can 
opener made their way to my basement, as well as toothbrushes, 
toilet paper and soap. Some things were gently used, some were 
gleaming and new.

As the arrival date for “our” refugees neared, we were given 
names, ages, sexes and country of origin.

We were given the keys to a run-down little apartment in a 
part of town where rent is cheap. After all, these refugees will be 
expected to find jobs and support themselves in short order. One 
of the volunteers rented a moving truck. Armed with disinfectant 
and mops, we cleaned, moved in, took note of items needed. We 
had fun. Our project became a community builder.

Tonight, some of us will go to the airport along with staff from 
the resettling agency. We’ll welcome a family who defied all those 
numbing statistics and carry in their hearts great loss but also a 
deep sense of hope.

Q. I have always wondered 
why we read the Passion dur-
ing Palm Sunday services. Palm 
Sunday is a day of rejoicing and 
jubilation, as we remember Je-
sus riding into Jerusalem amid 
throngs of cheering people.

But then we read the pas-
sion of Christ, which we also 
read again on Holy Thursday 
and, for a third time, on Good 
Friday. There is no mistaking 
the fact that historically these 
events unfolded with Jesus ar-
riving triumphantly into the city. 
We seem to be the only Christian 
denomination to turn Palm Sun-
day into such a sad and horrible 
day. (Louisville, Kentucky)

A. First, a correction. The 
narrative of the passion is not 
read on Holy Thursday; the 
readings at Mass on that day 
focus on the Last Supper -- on 
Christ’s institution of the Eucha-
rist and his washing the feet of 
the apostles. The passion of Je-
sus is read twice in the Catholic 
liturgy: once on Palm Sunday, 
when the account is taken from 

one of the synoptic Gospels 
(Matthew, Mark or Luke), and 
again on Good Friday, when 
John’s Gospel is proclaimed.

On Palm Sunday, the Cath-
olic liturgy is like an overture for 
all of Holy Week: At the begin-
ning of the ceremony, palms are 
blessed and a short Gospel is 
read describing Jesus’ triumphal 
entrance into Jerusalem riding 
on a donkey. During the Mass, 
the Passion is read, often in three 
parts.

The liturgy for Palm Sun-
day is something of a hybrid, 
like an overture for all of Holy 
Week: It begins in triumph, but 
quickly there looms the shadow 
of the cross. In fact, the joy of 
Christ’s followers on the first 
Palm Sunday was short-lived. 
The crowd in Jerusalem was 
swelled immensely that day by 
Jews who had gathered for the 
Passover celebration.

Many in that assembly were 
unaware that the savior of the 
world was in their midst, and 
those followers who honored 
him with palms were doubtless 

in the minority -- as evidenced 
by his arrest just a few days later 
and the cries of the crowd for 
crucifixion.

For many Catholics, Palm 
Sunday is the only time they 
hear the Passion read, since the 
Good Friday liturgy is often held 
during workday hours and the 
congregation is much larger on 
Palm Sunday.

Q. I have been asked by 
several people who know that 
I am a Catholic whether the 
church permits people to donate 
their bodies to a medical center 
after death. Their intent is to en-
able others to live longer if any 
viable organs can be used or to 
provide the material for research 
that might prevent disease in the 
future. Following any proce-
dures, the remains are then cre-
mated. (Chadron, Nebraska)

A. The answer to your 
question is a resounding “yes.” 
In fact, in October 2014, Pope 
Francis met with the Transplan-
tation Committee for the Coun-
cil of Europe and called the act 
of organ donation “a testimony 
of love for our neighbor.”

That statement echoed 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, which says in No. 2296 
that “organ donation after death 
is a noble and meritorious act 
and is to be encouraged as an ex-
pression of generous solidarity.”

Likewise, the catechism 
states in No. 2301 that “autop-
sies can be morally permitted 
for legal inquests or scientific 
research.” In 1995, in his encyc-
lical “The Gospel of Life,” Pope 
John Paul II called organ dona-
tion an example of “everyday 
heroism.”

The remains, after organ 
donation or medical research, 
must be treated with reverence 
and entombed or buried. In my 
diocese, our diocesan cemetery 
donates gravesites and burial 
services for the interment of 
the cremated remains of those 
who donated their bodies to sci-
ence. 

Questions may be sent to 
Father Kenneth Doyle at ask-
fatherdoyle@gmail.com and 
40 Hopewell St., Albany, N.Y. 
12208.
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Can you picture Bishop 
Mark L. Bartchak with a pipe 
wrench and drain snake instead 
of his mitre and crozier? 

For those who know about 
his passion for do - it - yourself 
household projects, it is not that 
hard to imagine. 

Some high school students, 
however, seemed to get a chuck-
le when they found out recently 
that the Bishop once considered 
a career as a plumber.

“When I was a kid, my dad 
let me follow around a plumber 
who was doing work at our 
house,” the Bishop explained. “I 
loved it. I love working with my 
hands. For a while, I thought it 

might be something I wanted to 
do as a profession.” 

As we all know, he opted 
for the seminary and canon law 
school, and the rest, as they say, 
is history.

For students at the annual 
Quad High Day, the story was 
just one of many enjoyable 
moments as they learned more 
about their faith, their Bishop, 
and each other.  

Each year, a small group of 
students from each of the four 
Catholic high schools - - Bishop 
Carroll Catholic High School 
in Ebensburg, Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School in Al-
toona, Bishop McCort Catholic 
High School in Johnstown, and 
Saint Joseph’s Catholic Acade-
my in Boalsburg - - joins Bishop 
Mark for the gathering.

BCCHS PRIDE: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak poses with the students representing Bishop Carroll Catholic High School in Ebensburg at 
Quad High Day 2015, held on Thursday, April 16 at the Suzanne Pohland Paterno Catholic Student Faith Center in State College.  A group 
of students from each of the four Catholic high schools in the Diocese joined the Bishop for the annual event.

ALTAR SERVERS: Charles Ross (left) and Peter Forstmeier, students at Saint Joseph's Catholic Acad-
emy in Boalsburg, joined Bishop Mark for a photo after serving Mass at Quad High Day. SJCA was the 
host school for the gathering.

Bishop, Students Get To Know One Another
At Annual Quad High Day

Letrent’s

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark
  Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

PHARMACY

(814) 623-1442

(Continued On Page 11.)

Photos And Text
By Tony DeGol
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This year, Quad High Day 
was on Thursday, April 16 at 
the Suzanne Pohland Paterno 
Catholic Student Faith Center 
in State College. Saint Joseph’s 
Catholic Academy was the host 
school. 

As usual, the day began 
with an ice - breaker activity 
designed to help the students 
from different schools feel a lit-

POWER LUNCH: Bishop Mark enjoys pizza and conversation with students during lunch at Quad 
High Day 2015. The day also included a question and answer session and Mass. 

tle more comfortable with each 
other. 

A question - and - answer 
session followed, with Mass and 
lunch rounding out the day.

The students did not hesi-
tate to ask plenty of personal 
questions of the Bishop, includ-
ing who inspires him. 

Most people are aware that 
Bishop Mark has been fortunate 
enough to meet individuals such 
as Blessed Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta, Saint Pope John Paul 
II, Pope - Emeritus Benedict, 
and Pope Francis, but there are 
plenty of other everyday indi-
viduals who have left a mark on 
him.

“My grandmother taught 
me more about praying than 
some of my spiritual directors,” 
he said. “Even you young peo-
ple inspire me because of your 
continued growth. That’s inspi-
ration to me. It’s pretty awesome 

when you get to meet a Pope. Do 
they inspire me? Yes, but so do a 
lot of other people.”

Not surprisingly, the stu-
dents were looking for advice to 
build a closer relationship with 
God. 

Bishop Mark encouraged 
the teens to make time every day 
to spend with the Lord in prayer 
and reflection, urging them to at 
least spend five minutes twice a 
day in prayer.

“You would give that much 
time to your best friend,” he 
noted, adding that it is not only 
important to talk to God, but to 
also listen to Him. 

The Bishop followed up on 
that point in his homily.

He told the students that lis-
tening is a path to learning, and 
listening to God is not like ordi-
nary listening. It requires faith, 
he said.

“Today is a day for listening 
and speaking - - listening atten-
tively and speaking boldly about 
God and faith, but that listening 

and speaking must go on when 
you return home,” he remarked.

Students attending Quad 
High Day enjoyed the experi-
ence and the camaraderie with 
fellow Catholic high school 
teens.

“It’s just a good time for all 
the schools to get together and 
just discuss our faith with the 
Bishop and listen to what he has 
to say about faith in his life,” 
said Courtney Link, a junior at 
Bishop Carroll Catholic High 
School.

Collin Welteroth, a student 
at Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 
High School, said he enjoyed 
hearing the questions other stu-
dents had for the Bishop.

“It reinforces my faith see-
ing that there are other students 
out there who are just as strong 
in their faith, and they want to 
go deeper in their faith and learn 
more about God,” the junior 
student commented. “I think it 
is really awesome to be able to 
witness that.”

(Continued From Page 10.)

 

Support Catholic Schools 
with PA Business Taxes 

Contact the diocese’s Second Century Fund today 

to learn how to invest your PA business taxes in 

your favorite Catholic School: 

(814) 695-5577 
SecondCenturyFund.org 

• With Educational Improvement Tax Credits, your 

business can invest in our Catholic Schools so they 

will continue to be accessible and affordable to low- 

and moderate-income families.  

 

• Pass-Through Entities can apply tax credits toward 

Partners’ or Shareholders’ Personal Income Taxes.    

 

• Earn credits with Capital Stock, Corporate Net 

Income and several other taxes. 
 

• Earn a 100% tax credit to support Pre-School 

Programs and a 90% credit to support grades K-12. 

 

Society of Saint Vincent DePaul 

1:00 PM 
Sunday, 

May 17, 2015

St. Therese of the Child Jesus Parish
Altoona

Music By The Cathedral’s Charismatic Group

Pray
For 

Peace

Rosary Rally

Open To All Who Wish To Honor Our 
Blessed Mother
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St. Peregrine Shrine

At the Church of
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

1127 McKinley Avenue, Johnstown PA 15905-4323

Saint Peregrine is the Patron Saint 
of Cancer Sufferers.

He is a powerful intercessor with 
God for all those who are seeking 
good health.

Saint Peregrine (1260-1345) was 
a Servite Friar canonized in 1726. 
His feast is May 1.

Father Barry Baroni and the faith community at Visitation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Invite you to send your 
prayer intentions to the new Shrine of Saint Peregrine at 
their parish church. The suggested donation for a candle to 
burn at the Shrine is $3.00; a novena booklet may be ob-
tained for $1.00. All intentions will be remembered at every 
Mass celebrated at the parish for a period of 30 days.

Please remember my intentions at the Shrine:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Intention: __________________________________

___________________________________________

TURIN, Italy (CNS) -- A 
thin white cloth draped over the 
glass-covered Shroud of Turin 
was pulled down and billowed 
to the floor, marking the official 
opening of the venerated icon’s 
exposition to the public.

The unveiling came during 
a Mass held in the city’s cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist April 
19 in the presence of a small 
group of dignitaries, religious 
and lay faithful.

“We have put ourselves in 
the wake of generations of pil-
grims” who come to contem-
plate the shroud, and “it will do 
us good to feel like we are drops 
in the river ... of a humanity in 
need of God, of his affection-
ate mercy,” Archbishop Cesare 
Nosiglia of Turin, papal custo-
dian of the shroud, said in his 
homily.

Pope Francis authorized the 
public display of the shroud to 
help commemorate the 200th 
anniversary of the birth of St. 
John Bosco, a 19th-century 
priest from the Turin region who 

was a pioneer in vocational edu-
cation, worked with poor and 
abandoned children and founded 
the Salesian order. The pope was 
scheduled to visit Turin June 
21-22 and was to venerate the 
shroud.

After reciting the “Regina 
Coeli” prayer in St. Peter’s 
Square April 19, the pope said 
he hoped venerating the shroud 

“may help us all to find in Jesus 
Christ the merciful face of God 
and to recognize it in the faces 
of our brothers and sisters, espe-
cially those who suffer most.”

As it was for countless pil-
grims over the centuries, the 
shroud continues to be an invi-
tation to reflect on Jesus’ incar-
nation, death and resurrection, 
which in turn inspires and calls 

people to reach out to others 
in need, Archbishop Nosiglia 
said at the morning Mass. “The 
shroud invites us to never let 
ourselves be beaten down by 
evil, but to overcome it with 
good,” he said.

As people gaze at the im-
age, they no longer feel alone or 
afraid as soon they can discover 
“it is not we who are looking at 
that image,” but it is Christ who 
is gazing back at them, he said.

The shroud, believed 
by many Christians to have 
wrapped the crucified body of 
Christ, will be on public display 
through June 24. More than 2 
million people were expected 
to visit, and before the official 
opening in mid-April, 1 million 
people had already pre-booked 
their visit through the archdio-
cese’s free, but mandatory on-
line and on-site reservation pro-
cess.

One couple from Paris with 
their two small children stood 
disappointed on the flagstone 
street alongside the long metal 
barricades that kept them and 
scores of other visiting foreign-
ers and locals from attending the 
invitation-only Mass.

Shroud Of Turin On Display:  City Readies 
For Visit By Pope, Pilgrims

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

SHROUD OF TURIN:  The Shroud of Turin is displayed during a preview for journalists at the Cathe-
dral of St. John the Baptist in Turin, Italy, April 18. A public exposition of the shroud, believed by many 
to be the burial cloth of Jesus, runs from April 19 through June 24.

By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

(Continued On Page 13.)

 

 
For 24 years working with families and 

individuals providing ways to financially 
and permanently support the Catholic 
ministries that are important to them.  
Ministries such as parishes, named 

scholarships, religious men & women, 
Catholic Charities, etc. 

 
Remember your faith in your estate 

planning. 
  

Bill Hiergeist, Executive Director 
3618 Fifth Ave., Suite 1 

Altoona, PA  16602 
(814) 201-2080  Bill@icfdaj.org  

www.icfdaj.org 
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Garvey Manor Nursing Home &
Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence

Continuing Care Retirement Community
Serving Elders in the 

Altoona-Johnstown Diocese Since 1965

1037 South Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
814-695-5571 • www.garveymanor.org

The ONLY CATHOLIC Senior Living 
Facility of its kind in the Diocese
• St. Joseph Chapel - Daily Mass 
 - devotional  services

• Modern, spacious, attractive, dignified  
   environment inside and outside
• Meeting continuing care needs with multi-levels of service
• Beauty/Barber Salon *Cafe *Gift Shop *Therapy

*Garvey Manor Nursing Home - Medicare/Medicaid approved
- Compassionate, professional nursing and rehabilitation services
- Short term stays for rehabilitation
- Long term living for ongoing care
- Special dementia care units & program

* Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence
-Personal Care Home
+ Supportive services & amenities to maintain wellness
+ Spacious residential private rooms and suites

- Independent Living Apartments
   Live in a community setting with services available
+ Spacious units - 889 sq. ft.
+ Meals provided - Housekeeping - 24 hour emergency staff response
+ Access to amentities within the Garvey Manor community

Ca
rm

el
ite

 Sisters for the Aged and Inf rm

The Difference is Love™

astoral services• P

The couple, who identified 
themselves only by their first 
names, Constance and Hubert, 
said they were heading to south-
ern France from the Italian Alps 
and came through Turin as a 
shortcut.

“I saw on the Internet that 
today is the first day the shroud 
is being shown, so we came to 
see, but we won’t have the pos-
sibility,” Constance said, since 
they hadn’t booked ahead and 
had family waiting for them.

She said she remembered 
seeing the shroud as a young 
girl with her parents and “I 
have memories of it being like a 
‘shock’ when you see it,” trying 
to find the right word in English 

for the impact and amazement 
she felt. She said she wanted her 
kids and husband to experience 

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

DETAIL OF SHROUD:  A detail view of the Shroud of Turin is 
seen during a preview for journalists at the Cathedral of St. John the 
Baptist in Turin, Italy, April 18.

(Continued From Page 12.)

the shroud for the first time, too.
Media outlets were given 

an exclusive preview April 18 
when Archbishop Nosiglia had 
the shroud unveiled for report-
ers.

Flanked by uniformed 
members of the Italian military 
and police forces, the shroud’s 
high-tech protective case was 
positioned upright like a large 
landscape portrait, surrounded 
by large red velvet drapes and 
with a small box of green ivy 
and white tulips below.

At least 100 journalists were 
perched on a winding three-
tiered platform that pilgrims 
would later use as their viewing 
stand. They had cameras, mobile 
devices and eyes focused on the 
shadowy photonegative image 
of a man’s bearded face, crossed 
hands and long body -- front and 
back -- on the 14-foot by 4-foot 
linen cloth.

The man in the image bears 
all the signs of the wounds corre-
sponding to the Gospel accounts 
of the torture Jesus endured in 
his passion and death. Scientists 
have determined the dark stains 
around the head, hands, feet and 
right side are human blood, type 
AB.

The church supports sci-
entific research concerning the 
shroud and its possible age and 
origins -- still the subject of 
heated debate -- but it has never 
officially ruled on the shroud’s 
authenticity.

Instead, the church in-
vites the faithful to reflect on 
the shroud’s image as a way to 
grasp the kind of suffering Jesus 
endured during his passion and 
death, and the love for humanity 

that sacrifice entailed.
Archbishop Nosiglia told 

the press he hoped the people 
visiting the shroud would be 
filled with the hope and courage 
needed to overcome “every ad-
versity, every difficulty” in life.

Meanwhile, the city of Tu-
rin, which has been home to the 
shroud since 1578, was calmly 
gearing up for the expected in-
flux of people. The city saw 
millions come for the last pub-
lic displays in 1998, 2000 and 
2010.

Special maps, pilgrim assis-
tance centers, and wheelchair-
accessible confessionals had 
been set up to help guide and 
care for visitors, and some 4,500 
volunteers wearing violet vests 
were at the ready with smiles 
and helpful information.

Near the cathedral, a wide 
pedestrian-only boulevard lined 
with shops and cafes had made 
room for a long line of white 
tents offering local crafts and a 
huge array of religious souvenirs 
like rosaries, postcards of popes, 

plates and holographic posters 
of the shroud and tackier trin-
kets like plastic Pope Francis 
bobbleheads and tea towels.

Security had been height-
ened around the cathedral and 
high-tech surveillance cameras 
placed --as they were in 2010 
-- around the shroud. Before 
entering the cathedral, visitors 
must walk through metal detec-
tors and put their bags through 
X-ray machines.

Given news reports that 
prominent Christian places in 
Italy may be potential terrorist 
targets, organizers urged visi-
tors to combat today’s “culture 
of fear” with a “culture of wel-
coming.”

“To celebrate the exhibi-
tion of the shroud with serenity 
means to also say ‘no’ to those 
who, with violence or fear, want 
to impose a ‘terroristic’ vision 
of the world and restrict citi-
zens’ rights and freedoms,” or-
ganizers said in a written press 
release.

105 Glenn Road, Duncansville Tel: (814) 693-1733

Beautiful Gifts for Mother’s Day
Large selection of Statues, Gazing Balls, Bird 

Baths, Lawn Décor, Wind Chimes, Lawn Stakes, 
Spinners/Kites, Crystal Sun Catchers & More.  

Hours: Tues-Sat 10am-5pm
Directions: Exit #23 off 99 toward Roaring Spring. Turn left at 2nd

light to Rt. 36N. Or, Route 36 south bound toward East Freedom.  
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WWCP - TV FOX Channel 8

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop 
Mark L. Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will include:

May 10 - -On this Mother’s Day, Kelly Keagy of Our 
Lady of Fatima Parish in Altoona joins Bishop Mark 
to discuss the joys of being a mother to two boys and 
being the expectant mother of a baby girl.

May 17 - -  Sonny Consiglio, Executive Director of the 
Saint Vincent DePaul Society, talks about the good 
work of the agency and updates the Bishop on the 
latest happenings.

NEW YORK (CNS) -- Re-
ligious values and a gentle sensi-
bility pervade the family-friend-
ly drama “Little Boy” (Open 
Road).

Yet, while suitable for a 
wide audience, director Alejan-
dro Monteverde’s good-hearted, 
nostalgic parable, set in 1940s 
coastal California, is not without 
its occasional aesthetic lapses.

At its best, this tale of an 
undersized, bullied lad named 
Pepper (Jakob Salvati) who sets 
out to prove his faith in God 
by performing a series of good 
works is reminiscent of the 
1983 holiday-themed classic “A 
Christmas Story.”

Whereas the protagonist of 
that film had no more exalted 
goal in mind than to receive a 
B.B. gun as a Christmas present, 
however, Pepper is angling for 
a far weightier objective. He’s 
praying for the divinely guided 
release of his beloved father, 
James (Michael Rapaport), a GI 
taken prisoner by the Japanese.

Early scenes narrated by 
the adult Pepper (voice of Barry 
Ford) show us the touching bond 
between the youthful outcast 
and his sympathetic, resolutely 
supportive dad.

Under James’ guidance 
and inspired by the example of 
his favorite comic-book and se-
rial movie hero, Ben Eagle (Ben 

Chaplin), diminutive Pepper 
comes to believe in his own po-
tential. Thus he’s able to give a 
positive response to his father’s 
repeated question: “Do you be-
lieve we can do this?”

In the wake of James’ emo-
tionally wrenching departure for 
the war, Pepper’s kindly par-
ish priest, Father Oliver (Tom 
Wilkinson), tries to help the 
7-year-old recognize the differ-
ence between mere wish-fulfill-
ment and trust in God’s provi-
dence. He presents Pepper with 
a list of the corporal works of 
mercy, and encourages the boy 
to carry them out as a tangible 
demonstration of his pious de-
votion. 

Along with the more fa-
miliar tasks of feeding the hun-
gry and visiting the sick, Father 
Oliver also requires Pepper to 
cleanse his mind of hatred by 
befriending a fellow outsider, 

Japanese-American widower 
Hashimoto (Cary-Hiroyuki 
Tagawa). Since his discharge 
from a government-run deten-
tion camp, Hashimoto has been 
ostracized by the local commu-
nity -- and threatened by some 
of its more hotheaded citizens.

Pepper’s older brother Lon-
don (David Henrie) has been 
among those targeting Hashimo-
to. Though Pepper himself grad-
ually overcomes his antipathy 
toward the reclusive stranger, 
London shows little inclination 
to greater tolerance. Their com-
passionate mother Emma (Em-
ily Watson), by contrast, proves 
more open-minded.

With its lessons about per-
sistence in belief and the need 
to overcome prejudice, “Little 
Boy” will be particularly wel-
comed by viewers of faith. Even 
those who appreciate its numer-
ous assets, however, may note 
moments of forced plotting.

CNS Photo/Open Road

LITTLE BOY:  Jakob Salvati and Eduardo Verastegui star in a scene from the movie “Little Boy.” The 
Catholic News Service classification is A-II -- adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children 
under 13. 

‘Little Boy’
Often Falls Short

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

James, for instance, is por-
trayed as having essentially no 
choice but to take London’s 
place in the ranks after the lat-
ter, an eager volunteer, turns out 
to be flat-footed -- and therefore 
medically unfit to serve.

There are also interludes of 
undeniable sentimentality. Yet 
this plucky and positive tale, 
with its affirmative presenta-
tion of the priesthood -- and of 
Catholic life in general -- makes 
for winning entertainment that’s 
well-suited to all but the young-
est potential moviegoers.

The film contains scenes of 
combat with minimal gore and a 
couple of crass terms. The Cath-
olic News Service classification 
is A-II -- adults and adolescents. 
The Motion Picture Associa-
tion of America rating is PG-13 
-- parents strongly cautioned. 
Some material may be inappro-
priate for children under 13.

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
www.gazetteprinters.com

Your local connection to great printing.

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500
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May
They Rest 
In Peace

Father Gerard Majella
Connolly T.O.R.

Father Gerard Majella Con-
nolly,74, of the Third Order 
Regular Franciscan Friars, died 
Wednesday, April 22 at Saint 
Bernardine Monastery, Holli-
daysburg.

He was born March 31, 
1941 in Riverdale, NY, son of 
the late Michael and Katherine 
(Lyons) Connolly.

Surviving are his Francis-
can community and two sisters: 
Regina Lewis (Dr. William) of 
Winfield and Sister Seton Marie, 
of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and 
Methodius, Danville.  He was 
preceded in death by a sister, 
Anna; a stepbrother, Michael; 
and a stepsister, Marianne.

Father Gerard entered the 
Franciscans of the Third Or-
der Regular of Saint Francis 
of Penance in September 1957 
and professed his solemn vows 
on July 4, 1962. After complet-
ing his studies in theology and 
psychology at The Catholic Uni-
versity of America, Washington 
DC, he was ordained a priest on 
February 8, 1969.

During his 52 years of reli-
gious profession, Father Gerard 
ministered in many capacities, 
including high school teacher, 
candidate director and pastor. 
Locally, he served as pastor at 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Par-
ish, Altoona (1985); Saint An-
thony of Padua Parish, Windber 
(1986-95); and Saint Clare of 
Assisi Parish, Johnstown (2000-
02). Father Gerard also served 
in a number of roles within the 
Immaculate Conception Prov-
ince, including mission director 
and archivist, a post he had held 
since 1978.

The funeral Mass for Father 
Gerard Majella Connolly T.O.R. 
was celebrated Monday, April 
27, at Our Lady of Mount Carm-
el Church, Altoona, with  Father 
Patrick Quinn, T.O.R., Minister 
Provincial, as main celebrant 
along with the members of the 
Third Order Regular Franciscan 
Community. Committal was in 
the Franciscan Friars Commu-
nity Cemetery, Saint Bernardine 
Monastery.

We Make Fundraising & Festivals Easy!
Here Is A Sampling Of What We Have To Offer:

• Chicken
• Charcoal
• Hams
• Rolls

• Pit BBQ Racks
• Turkeys
• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Side Dishes
and so much more!

CALL FOR DETAILS...

800-446-5377

-�Louis�Legory,  
lost 240 lbs

“�I�lost�the�weight,�and found  
new activities to enjoy.”

Is your weight holding you down? 
You’re not alone, since almost 34 percent of adults in  
the United States are obese.

So, if you’re struggling with obesity and you’re ready to 
lose weight, the UPMC bariatric surgery team can help 
you find a healthier, happier you. UPMC’s experts are 
pioneers in using bariatric surgery to treat obesity.  
Let our multidisciplinary team develop a personalized 
weight loss plan specifically for you and your goals.

UPMC Altoona has been accredited as a  
Comprehensive Center for Bariatric Surgery.
This advanced accreditation means UPMC Altoona 
meets the highest national standards for:
·  Safety
·  Proficiency
·  Volume

The Center for Weight Loss and Bariatric Surgery  
specializes in the treatment of obesity and abdominal 
problems in men and women. Our bariatric surgical team 
is committed to helping you improve your life.
 
To attend an information session, or for more information, visit  
UPMC.com/WeightLossOptions or call us at 814-889-7500.

*By the Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery Accreditation and Quality Improvement Program

Affiliated with the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine,  
UPMC is ranked among the nation’s best hospitals by U.S. News & World Report.

Now an Accredited Comprehensive  
Center for Bariatric Surgery*
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An anonymous donor, so 
touched by the kindness ex-
tended to his mother in her late 
years, was inspired to honor her 
memory and those who provid-
ed her care.

Now residing in Florida,  
the former area resident and his 
family were in a difficult situa-
tion; his mother had reached the 
time in her life when she needed 
personal care.

His search for help led him 
to the John Paul II Manor in 
Cresson, sponsored by The Sis-
ter Servants of the Most Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. Even though he 
could not cover the necessary 
finances the Sister Servants told 
him not to worry. They would 
provide for his mother’s care.

So grateful was this resident 
of Orlando, for the care adminis-
tered to his now deceased mom, 
he and his family contacted The 
Spiritual Arts Foundation of 
Windermere FL, with an idea to 
have a statue created that would 
honor his mother and the John 
Paul II Manor.  

“He came to us seeking a 
way to help repay the kindness 
extended to his mother and felt 
a statue would be a nice addition 
to the John Paul II Manor,” said 
Gregg Dobbs, the founder and 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the Spiritual Arts Foundation.

“We are a nonprofit 501 (c) 
(3) charity. In fact John Paul II 
is the inspiration for our Foun-
dation that began its charitable 
work in 2013. It was Pope John 
Paul II, who expressed a hope 
that all artists would return to 
creating spiritual art. He felt 
that artists brought people to the 
Church through their visual in-
terpretations of Bible stories.”

Dobbs said the Foundation 
has three full - time artists on 
its staff, and sometimes solicits 
other artists when it’s neces-
sary. The Spiritual Arts Foun-
dation provides the artists, the 
venue, and solicits funding for 
each project to cover the cost of 
production. The time and talent 
of those in the foundation is do-
nated.

“After our board heard the 
story of this man and his family  
it was a simple decision for us to 
take on this project,” said Dobbs 
in a phone interview. “Usually 
we have a meeting to discuss 
a project. I polled each board 
member over the phone and the 
idea met with unanimous ap-
proval.”

The full - size clay sculpture 
will be encased in bronze cast-
ing. The total cost of the project 
including freight and installation 
is $11,500. 

The anonymous donor, who 
Dobbs said is not a rich per-
son, donated half of the money 
toward the project. The Spiri-
tual Arts Foundation will solicit 

grants and donations to complete 
the funding.

The statue will be finished 
in about three months and plans 
are for it to be dedicated on the 
feast of Saint John Paul II on Oc-
tober 22.

“The life - size, 250 - pound 
clay sculpture, which was do-
nated by the artist has yet to be 
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bronzed,” Dobbs explained. 
He expects it will be placed in 
the common garden area at the 
manor. A bronze plaque will be 
placed adjacent to the bust bear-
ing the names of the donors. 

All persons are welcomed 
to donate to the statue fund. As a 
501 (c) (3) charity, donations to 
The Spiritual Arts Foundation is 

tax deductible under IRS Code. 
For more information or to make 
an online donation visit the web 
site at www.SpiritualArtsFoun-
dation.org. 

Please make checks payable 
to: The Spiritual Arts Founda-
tion P. O. Box 747 Windermere, 
FL. 34786

The John Paul II Manor was 
established in October of 2005. 
The ministry itself began in the 
early 1980s with Sacred Heart 
Manor in Altoona in a building 
rented from the parish of the 
same name.

In 1991, the ministry was 
relocated to Johnstown and was 
dedicated to the founder of the 
Sister Servants congregation,  
Saint Joseph Sebastian Pelczar, 
and was known as Bishop Pelc-
zar Manor.

The Sisters dream of own-
ing and operating their own per-
sonal care home became a real-
ity with the opening of the John 
Paul II Center on Cambria Street 
in Cresson. The center is able to 
care for 50 residents.

Saint John Paul II holds a 
special place in the heart of the 
Sister Servants. The congre-
gation served Pope John Paul 
when he was Cardinal Arch-
bishop of Krakow, Poland. The 
Sisters then moved onto the pa-
pal household, serving as aides, 
secretaries, housekeepers, and 
nurses to the Holy Father, who 
was canonized by Pope Francis 
on April 27, 2014.

By Bruce A. Tomaselli

CLAY SCULPTURE:  The clay sculpture of Saint John Paul II will 
be cast in bronze before being installed at the John Paul II Manor in 
Cresson.


