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Like a coming - of - age 
story, Fred and Barbara Van Tas-
sell’s oldest son wondered from 
his Poughkeepsie, New York 
home, to find an equally warm 
and welcoming small town in 
Pennsylvania.

“I feel like this is my home. 
I’m very happy to live in Loretto, 
and I consider myself an adopt-
ed son of Cambria County,” said 
Third Order Regular Franciscan 
Father Malachi Van Tassell, the 
newest president of Saint Fran-
cis University (S.F.U.).

He is definitely woven into 
the fabric  of his Loretto com-
munity. He served as Chaplain 
and Deputy Chief of the Loretto 
Volunteer Fire Company for 10 
years, as well as a captain in 
the  Emergency Medical Service 
(E.M.S.). “This is a bitter sweet 
time for me,” reflected Father 
Malachi. “I’m so honored to 
be president of the college, but 
it will not allow me the time to 
continue with the fire company 
and other community activities.” 

Father Malachi assumed the 
office of president of S.F.U. on 
May 12. His official inaugura-
tion took place on October 4, the 
feast of Saint Francis.

Saint Francis University has 

always had a strong bond with 
the Loretto community, and he 
feels his work with the fire com-
pany and Saint Francis creates a 
dovetail between the two. “I’m 
excited with our relationship,” 
he said. “We have already ac-
complished a lot together as 
evidenced by the Streetscape 
Project.”

The $2.3 million revital-
ization project in the Borough 
of Loretto was completed in 
2008.  The final phase was the 
$600,000 Streetscape Project, 
of which $200,000 provided for 
trees and new decorative street 
lamps. The lamps are modeled 
after the originals on the Charles 
Schwab estate.

He’s undaunted in his new 
role. “I have no reservations 
about assuming the presidency,” 
he said in a telephone interview. 
“I believe this is the right thing 
at the right time in my life.” He 
feels his previous business expe-
rience has him prepared for the 
task.

Along the way to Loretto, 
Father Malachi worked as a cer-
tified public accountant in Phoe-
nix, Arizona, and as a tax ac-
countant in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico.

He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 2004, after pro-
fessed his vows as a Franciscan 
in 1999. Father Malachi has a 
Ph.D. in Higher Education and 

Leadership from Capella Uni-
versity, and a master’s degree 
in Taxation from Arizona State 
University. He attained an un-
dergraduate degree in Account-
ing and Spanish from Francis-
can University of Steubenville, 
Ohio.

Prior to accepting the S.F.U. 
presidency, Father Malachi 
worked 12 years as an adjunct 
assistant professor of account-
ing at Saint Francis and served 
as the treasurer and vicar pro-
vincial of the Franciscan Friars 
Sacred Heart Province. In addi-
tion,  he has served as N.C.A. A. 
Faculty Athletics Representative 
and Campus Minister.

Also, he serves Franciscan 
University of Steubenville as a 
member of the Board of Trust-
ees, as vice president of the 
Foundation Maria Thron Study 
Abroad program, and was re-
cently appointed to the Board of 
Directors of the Association of 
Franciscan Colleges & Univer-
sities.

Being homegrown and a 
faculty member Father Malachi 
says “the transition has been 
smooth, and the faculty is excit-
ed about the new administration.

“Each administration has 
done a lot for the university. 
We will stay true to who we 
are as an institution, and follow 
the mission of the Franciscans. 
There are tough acts to follow, 

Saint Francis President Happy With, Challenged By
New Position At University

FATHER MALACHI VAN TASSELL T.O.R.

but I inherited a great university. 
It’s exciting.”

Right now the university 
is in the middle of its capital 
campaign. Father Malachi said 
there are two major projects on 
the horizon. One, is to trans-
form Schwab Hall into a state 
- of - the - art business college. 
The other is to convert Sullivan 

Hall to house the entire school 
of Health and Science, and to 
equip it with state - of - the - art 
equipment.

“I’m very humbled and 
happy to be called to lead the 
university,” Father Malachi said.  
“This is a great place to be and I 
look for a lot of good things to 
happen in the years to come.”

By Bruce A. Tomaselli



Page 2                                 The Catholic Register, November 3, 2014

Community

Pro - Life Conference

Loretto:  “Do Not Delete: 
Defending Life At Risk In A 
Throwaway Culture” is a pro - 
life conference being held from 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
November 15, at the John F. 
Kennedy Student Center at Saint 
Francis University. 

This conference is spon-
sored by the Pro - Life Health-
care Alliance (PHA), a program 
of Human Life Alliance. The 
PHA is dedicated to promoting 
and developing concrete “pro-
life healthcare” alternatives and 
advocating for those facing the 
grave consequences of health-
care rationing and unethical 
practices, especially those at 
risk of euthanasia and assisted 
suicide.

The conference is free of 
charge and an opportunity for 
care givers, medical personnel, 

patient advocates and the pro - 
life community at large to get 
up to speed on the problems and 
grave risks facing not only the 
sick, vulnerable and  the elderly, 
but also healthcare consumers 
in general in a rapidly changing 
healthcare system. 

Admission is free. Regis-
ter online at http://www.pro-
lifehealthcare.org or by calling 
(651) 484 - 1040.

Panel On Pope Francis

Altoona:  “Pope Francis:  
His Witness And The World’s 
Response,” will be the theme 
of a panel discussion to be held 
Tuesday, November 18 at Saint 
John the Evangelist Church in 
Lakemont, from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak 
will be the keynote speaker, and 
Monsignor Michael A. Becker, 
pastor, will be the panel’s mod-
erator.

The panel will include:  Fa-

PRESIDENTS INSTALLED:   (Top photo) Saint Vincent DePaul Society Diocesan Council Spiritual 
Advisor, Deacon Gary Gill (left) installs new Conference presidents, Mary Lou Peduzzi of Saint Cath-
erine,  Mount Union and Vinny Johnson, Saint Mary, Altoona at the Society’s Fall Presidents Meeting 
held at Bishop Carroll Catholic High School, Ebensburg.  (Bottom photo) Richard Slavik (left) Prince of 
Peace Conference, Northern Cambria, was installed by Deacon Gill  as new Diocesan Council president. 
Outgoing president, Vinny Johnson (right) assisted in the installation. 

ther Anthony G. Roeber, Saint 
Mary Orthodox Church, John-
stown; Bishop Michael Rhyne 
of the Allegheny Synod of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America, Altoona; William 
Wallen, Altoona Jewish Federa-
tion; Rev. Kathy Kind, superin-
tendent of the Altoona District 
of the Susquenna Conference of 
the United Methodist Church; 
and Rev. Cory Hartman, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church of 
Hollidaysburg.

Sponsored by the Ecumeni-
cal Conference of Greater Al-

toona, the panel is being held 
in commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of the publication 
of the Second Vatican Council’s 
“Decree On Ecumenism.”

The torch of promoting 
Christian unity and interfaith di-
alogue has been taken up anew 
by Pope Francis, whose wit-
ness to the call for unity among 
Christians and among world re-
ligious has not gone unnoticed.  
A commanding presence on the 
world stage, Pope Francis has 
captured the imagination and 
stirred the hearts of Christians 

and non - Christians alike.
The evening’s presentations 

will open into a lively discus-
sion of the impact which Pope 
Francis has made upon the local 
communities of faith.

Saint Mary’s
Christian Mothers -
LCBA Branch 1290

27th Annual

Fall Craft
Fair

November 8 - 9
Saturday 9 - 2

Sunday 9 - 1

Saint Mary Memorial Hall
1420 4th Avenue, Altoona

*Fine Crafts*Bake Sale*
*Homemade Soup*

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950

(Continued On Page 3.)
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WALK FOR THE POOR:  Pictured (left to right) are the organizers of the Saint Vincent DePaul So-
ciety Most Holy Trinity Conference, Huntingdon  Walk for the Poor fundraiser, Michael Sulesky and 
Nicholas McKim, Most Holy Trinity parish and Sandy Bellucci and Dorothy Baron, Conference mem-
bers. Michael and Nicholas, students at Huntingdon Area High School organized the fundraiser as their 
Senior Service Project. The Walk raised $3,400.00 for the SVDP Conference.

FATIMA ANNIVERSARY ROSARY RALLY:  A Rosary Rally was held in front of Saint Benedict 
Church, Johnstown on Saturday, October 11, commemorating the 97th anniversary of the last appari-
tion of Our Lady of Fatima.  The rally was one of approximatley 12,000 gatherings held throughout the 
United States to mark the date.

Photo By Tony DeGol

PRO-LIFE BREAKFAST:  Citizens Concerned for Human Life 
of Cambria and Somerset Counties sponsored its annual Pro - Life 
Breakfast on Saturday, October 18 at Holy Name Parish in Ebens-
burg. About 350 guests attended. The guest speaker was Dr. Alveda 
King, a pastoral associate and director of African - American Out-
reach for Priests for Life and Gospel of Life Ministries. She is the 
niece of the late civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr. 
King is pictured at left talking with Amy Kanich, Director of the 
Diocesan Family Life Office, before her presentation.

‘Faustina’ Drama Slated

Johnstown:  “Faustina: 
Messenger Of Divine Mercy,” 
a live theatrical performance, 
is scheduled for presentation at 
Bishop McCort Catholic High 
School on Tuesday, November 
18, and at Saint Francis Univer-

sity in Loretto on Thursday, No-
vember 20.

“Faustina:  Messenger Of 
Divine Mercy” is a live, one - 
woman drama performed by ac-
tress Maria Vargo and directed 
by Leonardo Defilippis of Saint 
Luke Productions.  The show 
runs 90 minutes and is suitable 
for persons aged 13 and older.  
It will be a source of inspiration 
for young people.

Stairlifts

Walnut Medical Servicesicesrvlnut Medical SeWa
Caring for your health at home

www.walnutmedical.com
1-800-233-0915

We Carry 
Outdoor 

Lifts

• Comfort of Homet of Home• Comfor
• Independence
• Peace of Mind
• Competitive Prices

SO-0020101619-01

226 Main St., Johnstown, PA 15901

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

Saint Faustina’s very per-
sonal encounters with Jesus 
have inspired a world - wide de-
votion to Christ’s Divine Mercy.  

A parallel modern story 
with the play offers audiences 
compelling connections to cur-
rent moral issues.  Audiences are 
calling the production a “wake - 
up call.”

On Tuesday. November 18, 
two performances will be staged 
in Bishop McCort Catholic High 
School’s Guzzi Performing Arts 
Center.  A 12:05 p.m. perfor-
mance will be a private matinee 
for Johnstown Catholic school 

and religious education program 
students in grades 7 - 12.  A per-
formance for the public will be 
staged at 7:00 p.m.

Two performances will be 
staged Thursday, November 20 
in the John F. Kennedy Student 
Center auditorium at Saint Fran-
cis University. 

(Continued From Page 2.)

(Continued On Page 6.)
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Point Of View

Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Family Matters
By Amy Kanich
Anyway!

I could not believe it!  As 
a friend read this email to me, 
I could feel cold chills run 
through my spine!  “That’s not 
true!” I said, “Why would some-
one write this about me when 
they hardly even know me?” 
“How can someone take some-
thing innocent and twist it into 
something so unkind?”   Anger 
and deep hurt crossed my heart.  
I wanted to write back.  I wanted 
to fire off a text. I wanted noth-
ing more than to give her a piece 
of my mind.  

Although, the content of her 
message was unkind, complete-
ly inappropriate and definitely 
not very Christian, I chose not to 
respond.   To say I completely let 
it roll off my shoulders would be 
untruthful but I knew deep in my 
heart, if I played into this drama 
with my response, I would be 
opening another door for the 
devil to play his games.  So I 
simply didn’t respond.  I held my 
tongue. I erased the message and 
with white knuckles, wanting to 
hold on to the hurt, I reluctantly 
released it to God.  I thought to 
myself, “He needs to deal with 
her, not me!”  The real truth to 
this story is this person’s hurtful 
message had nothing to do with 
me but something in her life she 
needed to work on with God.  I 
was a scape-goat.  I guess due to 
the fact I am in ministry an easy 
target.    

But instead of settling down 
with a mug of bitterness or 
drinking an ounce of un-forgive-
ness, I decided to purposely fill 
my cup with faith, encourage-
ment and prayer.  So where do 
I get my inspiration, to settle my 
restless soul?  I go to my box, 

as mentioned in my previous 
articles, the one with the pretty 
bow and pull out my “faith fill-
ers.”  These faith fillers are those 
special verses, poems, stories or 
reflections I gathered over the 
years and have ready to access 
anytime I need a booster shot of 
faith.  

In this box, I have numer-
ous stories on faith, a prayers 
answered journal, my grand-
mother’s prayer book, hand 
written notes from my family 
and friends and even dried flow-
er petals preserved.  

This box always holds 
something that nourishes me 
and for this particular hurtful sit-
uation, it provided exactly what 
I needed.  Although, I read this 
reflection many times, this time 
the words on the page seem to 
come alive. 

This reflection is called 

“Anyway” written by one of our 
most beloved Catholic Saints, 
Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta.  I share it now with you!

• People are often un-
reasonable, irrational, and self-
centered.  Forgive them anyway.

• If you are kind, people 
may accuse you of selfish, ulte-
rior motives.  Be kind anyway.

• If you are successful, 
you will win some unfaithful 
friends and some genuine en-
emies.  Succeed anyway. 

• If you are honest and 
sincere people may deceive you.  
Be honest and sincere anyway. 

• What you spend years 
creating, others could destroy 
overnight.  Create anyway. 

• If you find serenity and 
happiness, some may be jealous.  
Be happy anyway. 

• The good you do today, 
will often be forgotten.  Do good 
anyway. 

• Give the best you have, 
and it will never be enough.  
Give your best anyway. 

In the final analysis, it is 
between you and God.  It was 
never between you and them 
anyway.  Thank you Lord, for 
giving me timely wisdom to re-
alize this situation was not about 
me anyway!  Help me Lord, to 
choose to Love anyway, even 
when it really hurts.   Blessings!

Practical Mystics

My most recent pilgrimage to Italy came to an end Wednesday, 
October 15, when I celebrated Mass in the beautiful Romanesque 
Church of San Fedele in the lakeside city of Como.  The present 
church dates to 1121, but sits on the site of an even earlier church.  
San Fedele is a jewel – like structure - - an inspiring place to cel-
ebrate the Eucharist.

San Fedele was but one stop on a twelve day tour of beautiful 
and inspiring sites up and down the Italian peninsula; the basilicas, 
shrines and holy places that are found on every corner of Rome 
and Vatican City; the vertigo – inducing heights of the Amalfi Coast 
highway; the charm of Sorrento; the splendor of the Island of Capri 
and the mountain – top town of Anacapri; the sacred and secular 
art of Florence; the quaint streets of Assisi where the spirit of Saint 
Francis and Saint Clare is still a living thing; the romance of Venice;  
the Alps towering above Como and Lugano.  So much beauty, and 
so little time to appreciate it all!  Each splendid view, each magnifi-
cent church, each breathtaking work of art invited me to lift my heart 
in praise to the Creator of all beauty.

Standing at the altar of San Fedele, I reminded the 20 pilgrims 
in our group that we were celebrating that day the memorial of Saint 
Teresa of Jesus, the great Spanish Saint of Avila, honored as a doc-
tor of the Church and the reformer of the Carmelites.  Saint Teresa 
of Jesus is remembered above all for being one of the greatest 
mystics in the history of the Church.

Saint Teresa, in her mystical experiences, saw much that was 
beautiful with the eyes of her soul and the eyes of her heart, just as 
we who had been on pilgrim had been privileged to see so much 
beauty with the eyes of the body.  But, I told my fellow pilgrims, 
Teresa also recognized what was beautiful, noble and good in all 
that she saw with the eyes of her body.  She was as much a mys-
tic when traveling the highways and byways of Spain, establishing 
one convent after another, as when she was caught up in prayer in 
some quiet convent chapel.  Teresa, I told them, was a most practi-
cal mystic.

Teresa had a great appreciation for all of God’s gifts.  It is re-
corded that she once scandalized some of her nuns by tucking in 
- - with great gusto - - to a dish of fowl.  “When it’s time to fast, I 
fast,” she retorted, “and when it’s time to partridge, I partridge.”  Like 
King David before the Ark, Teresa danced with joy before the Lord, 
keeping time with the castanets - - a veiled and habited flamenco 
dancer!  And when her nuns tried to scale too quickly the heights 
of mystical contemplation, running off to the chapel at the very first 
chance, Madre Teresa brought them back down to earth with the 
reminder that “The Lord walks among the pots and pans,” as she 
sent them back to finish their work in the kitchen.

Pilgrims, I told my traveling companions, also have to come 
back down to earth in a hurry when their trip to a far country comes 
to a close.  All too soon we have to go back to the pots and pans, 
the computers and calculators, the desks and the counter tops that 
circumscribe the boundaries of our daily lives.  If we can find in all 
that is ordinary, down – to – earth and mundane the same beauty 
that we found in great cathedrals and scenic wonders, if we can find 
the Lord walking among the pots and pans, then we can be very 
practical mystics, too.

For after all, the Lord’s wonders are not found just in those 
places and things that lift us out of ourselves and draw our hearts, 
minds and souls so very easily to Him.  He can be found in every 
circumstance, in every person, in every place of our daily lives.  If 
we bring the eyes of our souls to the eyes of our bodies and let 
them look at life as a harmonious whole, we will be true sons and 
daughters of Saint Teresa of Jesus, practical mystics, thanking God 
for the beauty to be found in all things.
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The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown announced 
Tuesday, October 21,  that parties have reached a 
settlement with the victims of the late Brother Stephen 
Baker, a Third Order Regular Franciscan Friar from 
the Province of the Immaculate Conception, Holliday-
sburg.

“The Diocese hopes that this outcome will allow 
the victims to seek counseling and find the healing 
and comfort they deserve,” said Bishop Mark L. Bart-
chak.

“We continue to pray for them and all victims of 
sexual abuse.”

In addition to the victims, parties to the settlement, 
but independent of the Diocese, are the Province of 
the Immaculate Conception of the Third Order Reg-
ular Franciscans and Bishop McCort Catholic High 
School, Johnstown.

The Diocese of Altoona - Johnstown takes this 
opportunity to remind everyone that child abuse and 
abuse of vulnerable adults should be reported to the 
appropriate civil authorities.  Information and assis-
tance is available from Carmelite of the Word Sister 
Marilyn Welch, Victims’ Advocate, at (814) 886 - 4098.

Additional information concerning the Diocesan 
Youth Protection Policy and response can be found 
on the Diocesan website at www.dioceseaj.org.

Settlement Reached
With Brother Baker

Abuse Victims

Appreciated Kent’s Column

Dear Monsignor Stein

Thank you for the column “Consider This” by Stephen 
Kent in the Register.  Please keep providing information 
along these lines.

I find too many people in this area who complain about 
taxes and see everyone on welfare as some sort of cheat.  
Certain widely - watched media outlets promote these atti-
tudes.  Thanks for a blow against this!

Sincerely,
Carolyn Brenner
Hollidaysburg

Waiting In Joyful Hope

Dear Monsignor. Stein,

      I usually do not comment on articles in the newspaper 
but I just had to tell you how much I loved and appreciated 
your last column.  You really hit the nail on the head with the 
“already but not yet” but even more so with you comments 
about “ waiting in joyful hope”.

I can so related to your thoughts here and how especial-
ly during the Mass we have moments when “ we can touch 
heaven while standing here on earth: those moments when 
God seems so very very close”.  Those words that you wrote 
were truly inspired by the Holy Spirit.

I am going to share these thoughts with my grown chil-
dren.  I pray they can experience this when they are at Mass. 

Thank you for sharing your thoughts in this column with 
us.  I love reading them.

God bless.

Waiting in joyful hope,
Elaine Pellas

Religious Education

Dear Monsignor Stein,

I’ll start this email by doing what I should have done ear-
lier, and thank you for the “Perspective” you offer in the Catho-
lic Register.  Your column is one of my favorites! My (current) 
favorite favorite is “Welcome Back to Religious Education.” 
(9/8/14)  As an experienced Catechist and a new DRE, I great-
ly appreciate your sharing your thoughts and experience!

We will be celebrating National Parish Religious Educa-
tion Week from Nov. 2-9.  Along with encouraging excitement 
for religious education in our students and parishioners dur-
ing this celebration, I hope to show our Catechists how much 
they are appreciated!  May I please have your permission to 
reprint “Welcome Back to Religious Education,” in our Sunday 
bulletin?  

I thank you for your time, consideration and of course, 
your perspective.

May God Bless and Keep You,
Mandy Vigna, DRE
Saint Clement Parish, Johnstown

Letters To The Editor

CNS Photo/Cole Burston, EPA

EMBRACE AT WAR MEMORIAL:  A couple embraces at the 
foot of the National War Memorial in Ottawa, Ontario, Thursday, 
October 23.Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, a Canadian soldier, was shot and 
killed the previous day while on duty at the memorial.

Ottawa 
Archbishop
Reacts To
Shooting

OTTAWA, Ontario (CNS) 
-- Recalling the words of St. 
John Paul II, Ottawa Archbish-
op Terrence Prendergast called 
upon Canadians not to be afraid 
in the wake of the Oct. 22 shoot-
ing that left a Canadian soldier 
dead and forced lawmakers to 
barricade themselves inside 
their parliament offices.

In an email interview a day 
after the incident, Archbishop 
Prendergast noted that the vio-
lence occurred on the feast of St. 
John Paul and recalled the saint’s 
first words when he was elected 
pope in 1978 were, “Don’t be 
afraid! Open your hearts wide to 
Christ.”

“These words apply most 
appropriately to this present mo-
ment in our life in the nation’s 
capital, but they speak also to 
all Canadians,” the archbishop 
wrote.

Authorities said a gun-
man killed Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, 
a member of the army reserves 
from Hamilton, Ontario, who 
was guarding the tomb of the 
unknown soldier at the National 
War Memorial blocks from par-
liament. The assailant, whom 
police identified as Michael Ze-
haf-Bibeau, made his way to the 
parliament where he fired mul-
tiple times before he was shot 
and killed.

“God is still the Lord of 
our lives and is at work in the 
hearts of the bystanders who at-
tempted CPR, called the police 
and other first responders who 
showed themselves courageous 
in putting their lives at risk in 
a moment of crisis,” Archbish-
op Prendergast said. “We have 
much to be grateful for. To live 
with moral certitude is to pre-
sume people mean me/us well 
and we should live out of that 
conviction.”

By Deborah Gyapong
Catholic News Service
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University students, and 
students from Bishop Carroll 
Catholic High School in Eb-
ensburg and Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School in Al-
toona, and students from grades 
7 - 12 in parish religious edu-
cation programs will attend the 
10:00 a.m. performance, which 

is also open to the general pub-
lic.  Another performance for the 
general public will take place at 
7:00 p.m.

The play is coming to the 
Blair/Cambria Counties area 
through the efforts of Beth Britz 
of Hollidaysburg and Joan Hel-
sel Stofko of Johnstown.

Tickets are needed for at-
tendance, and a free - will of-

TEAM DONATES TO CATHOLIC CHARITIES:  The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School of 
Altoona’s girls’ volleyball team has donated $1,000.00 to Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Altoona - 
Johnstown.  Accepting the donation was Jean Johnstone, executive director of Catholic Charities.

fering will be accepted at each 
performance. 

Tickets for the Johnstown 
presentations are available at 
Johnstown parish offices, or by 
calling Joan Helsel Stofko at 
(814) 255 - 7356. 

Tickets for the Loretto stag-
ings may be obtained by call-
ing the Saint Francis University 
Campus Ministry Office at (814) 
472 - 3329, or the Hollidaysbug 
office of Britz & Associates at 
(814) 696 - 1100.

Family Life

Spiritual Tea

Lilly:  All women and men 
who have experienced the loss 
of a spouse are invited to share 
together a cup of comfort, a cup 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HEALING 

MASS 
 

Monday 
 November 24, 2014 

7:00 pm 
Fr. Bill Kiel 
CELEBRANT 

 
CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
For all in need of physical, emotional or spiritual 

healing and those who support them. 
 

 “I came so that they might have life and 
have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

 
ALL ARE WELCOME! 

PRESENTED BY THE CATHEDRAL CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 
 

Carmelite Community  of  the  Word 

PRE-CHRISTMAS  FESTIVAL 

11:00 AM  -  3:00 PM 

AND  SPAGHETTI DINNER 

11:00 AM  -  2:00 PM 
November 9, 2014 

At Bishop Guilfoyle High School, Altoona 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of tea (or coffee if you prefer).  
Sponsored by the Family Life 
Office, this “Morning Tea” will 
be held on the second Wednes-
day of every month starting No-
vember 12 from 10:00 to 11:00 
a.m. at the Family Life Office, 
5379 Portage Street.

Reservations are required 
one week prior.  Contact the 
Family Life Office at (814) 886 
- 5551 or familylife@dioceseaj.
org.

High Schools

Team Makes Donation

Altoona: The Bishop Guil-
foyle Catholic High School 
girls’ volleyball team presented 
a check for $1,000.00 to Catho-

lic Charities of the Diocese of 
Altoona - Johnstown.

Four BG seniors - - Natasha 
Rasmussen, Brynee Baughman, 
Nicole Kiser and Taylor John-
sonbaugh - - came up with the 
suggestion of donating the pro-
ceeds from the team’s gift card 
raffle to Catholic Charities, fol-
lowing the suggestion of Pope 
Francis to help the less fortunate 
in our community.

“It was a special way for me 
to remember my senior year and 
to help those in need in our com-
munity with the help of our vol-
leyball family, friends and fans,” 
Baughman said. 

We Make Fundraising & Festivals Easy!
Here Is A Sampling Of What We Have To Offer:

• Chicken
• Charcoal
• Hams
• Rolls

• Pit BBQ Racks
• Turkeys
• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Side Dishes
and so much more!

CALL FOR DETAILS...

800-446-5377

(Continued From Page 3.)

(Continued On Page 15.)
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Prayer For
Father Gallitzin’s Intercession

A Prince In The Service
Of The Great King

The Servant Of God
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
1770 - 1840

O God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls, who sent 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin to serve God’s people in 
the Allegheny Mountains, feeding your sheep by his words 
and forming them by his example, pour out your Spirit to sow 
seeds of truth in people’s hearts and to awaken in them obedi-
ence to the faith.

May the Gospel continue to be preached and the Sacraments 
bring power and grace to the faithful.  By the example of this 
man of faith, Demetrius Gallitzin, may your people advance in 
the path of salvation and love.

Confident of your faithfulness to us, we humbly ask you, our 
God, to grant us the favor of (name your intention).

May Christ’s saving work continue to the end of the ages, and 
may we feel a more urgent call to work for the salvation of 
every creature.  We pray this, as did your priest Demetrius 
Gallitzin, through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

+  +  +

Kindly send information about favors granted to:
The Cause for the Servant of God

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown

927 South Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg PA 16648

Pope Beatifies Blessed Paul VI,
The ‘Great Helmsan’ Of

Vatican II

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- Beatifying Blessed Paul VI 
at the concluding Mass of the 
Synod of Bishops on the fam-

ily, Pope Francis praised the late 
pope as the “great helmsman” of 
the Second Vatican Council and 
founder of the synod, as well as 
a “humble and prophetic wit-
ness of love for Christ and his 
church.”

The pope spoke during a 

homily in St. Peter’s Square at 
a Mass for more than 30,000 
people, under a sunny sky on an 
unseasonably warm Oct. 19.

“When we look to this great 
pope, this courageous Christian, 
this tireless apostle, we cannot 
but say in the sight of God a 
word as simple as it is heartfelt 
and important: thanks,” the pope 
said, drawing applause from the 
congregation, which included 
retired Pope Benedict, whom 
Blessed Paul made a cardinal in 
1977. 

“Facing the advent of a 
secularized and hostile society, 
(Blessed Paul) could hold fast, 
with farsightedness and wis-
dom -- and at times alone -- to 
the helm of the barque of Peter,” 
Pope Francis said, in a possible 
allusion to “Humanae Vitae,” 
the late pope’s 1968 encyclical, 
which affirmed Catholic teach-
ing against contraception amid 
widespread dissent. 

The pope pronounced the 
rite of beatification at the start of 
the Mass. Then Sister Giacomi-
na Pedrini, a member of the Sis-
ters of Holy Child Mary, carried 
up a relic: a bloodstained vest 
Blessed Paul was wearing dur-
ing a 1970 assassination attempt 
in the Philippines. Sister Pedrini 
is the last surviving nun who at-
tended to Blessed Paul.

In his homily, Pope Fran-
cis did not explicitly mention 
“Humanae Vitae,” the single 
achievement for which Blessed 
Paul is best known today. In-
stead, the pope highlighted his 
predecessor’s work presiding 

over most of Vatican II and es-
tablishing the synod.

The pope quoted Blessed 
Paul’s statement that he intend-
ed the synod to survey the “signs 
of the times” in order to adapt to 
the “growing needs of our time 
and the changing conditions of 
society.”

Looking back on the two-
week family synod, Pope Fran-
cis called it a “great experi-
ence,” whose members had “felt 
the power of the Holy Spirit who 
constantly guides and renews 
the church.”

The pope said the family 
synod demonstrated that “Chris-
tians look to the future, God’s 
future ... and respond coura-
geously to whatever new chal-
lenges come our way.”

The synod, dedicated to 
“pastoral challenges of the fam-
ily,” touched on sensitive ques-
tions of sexual and medical 
ethics and how to reach out to 
people with ways of life contrary 
to Catholic teaching, including 
divorced and civilly remarried 
Catholics, cohabitating couples 
and those in same-sex unions.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

TAPESTRY:  A tapestry of Blessed Paul VI hangs from the facade 
of Saint Peter’s Basilica during his beatification Mass celebrated by 
Pope Francis in Saint Peter’s Square at the Vatican Sunday, October 
19. The Mass also concluded the extraordinary Synod of Bishops on 
the family.

“God is not afraid of new 
things,” Pope Francis said. 
“That is why he is continually 
surprising us, opening our hearts 
and guiding us in unexpected 
ways. He renews us; he con-
stantly makes us new.”

Prices starting at $2,699 ~ with 
Airfare Included in this price 
Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/

Airfare from anywhere  
in the continental USA 

 

Several trips to different destinations: 
the Holy Land; Italy; France,  
Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima; 
Ireland & Scotland; Austria,  

Germany, & Switzerland; Greece 
& Turkey; Camino de Santiago;  

Viking Cruises; Budapest Prague; 
Denmark, Sweden, & Norway; 

etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips 
for Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 

 

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel.com 
carmela@proximotravel.com 

Call us 24/7 
508-340-9370 | 855-842-8001 

Carmela Manago 
Executive Director 
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Your Family
By Bill Dodds

Word of Life

Learning To Be
A Caregiver

The
Pope Teaches
By Pope Francis

All Wars Begin
In A Jealous Heart

Martin de Porres
1579 - 1639

Feast - November 3

ONE MORE TIME:  While attending the September 14, 1975 canonization of Saint Elizabeth Ann 
Seton at the Vatican, Bishop James J. Hogan was received in audience by Pope Paul VI, who had named 
him Bishop of Altoona - Johnstown in 1966.  Pope Paul VI, who served as pontiff from 1963 - 1978, was 
beatified by Pope Francis on Sunday, October 19.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- All wars begin in the human heart 
-- a heart that is jealous and bitter and tears apart communities 
through misunderstandings and marginalization, Pope Francis 
said.

“How wonderful if we would remember more often who we 
are, what Jesus Christ did with us: We are his body,” members 
of the church filled with the Holy Spirit’s gift of new life in Christ 
and united in fellowship and love, he said at his weekly general 
audience in St. Peter’s Square Oct. 22.

The day also marked the feast day of St. John Paul II, who 
“invited everyone to open the doors to Christ,” said Pope Fran-
cis, who had canonized the Polish pope in April.

As the church celebrated for the first time the memorial of 
St. John Paul, Pope Francis recalled how he “reminded the 
whole world of the mystery of divine mercy.

“May his spiritual legacy not be forgotten, but drive us to 
reflect and act concretely for the good of the church, the family 
and society,” he said in a greeting to pilgrims from Poland.

In his main audience talk, the pope continued his cateche-
sis on the nature of the Catholic Church, focusing on the church 
as body of Christ.

The pope told everyone that their homework for the day 
was to read Chapter 37 of the Book of Ezekiel and the “Vision of 
the Dry Bones,” which, he said, offers a “striking” yet hope-filled 
image of God’s power to join together and breathe new life into 
a dead and divided people.

Through baptism, Christians are made to be one with Christ 
creating “a masterpiece of the Spirit who instills in everyone a 
new life in the risen Christ and puts us next to each other, each 
one to serve and support the other, making all of us be one 
body edified in communion and love,” he said.

This is “the great gift we receive on the day of our baptism,” 
he said, to be joined together, conforming ourselves to Christ 
and sharing his love with each other “as living members of the 
same body.”

However, it is not always easy for individual Christians and 
their communities to live in loving, respectful unity, he said.

Parishes, groups, even neighborhoods can be marked by 
“divisions, jealousies, misunderstandings and marginalization. 
All these things are not good because instead of edifying and 
making the church grow as the body of Christ, they shatter it 
into many pieces, they dismember it,” he said.

Jealousy of other people’s gifts and good fortune -- “that 
one bought a new car ... that one won the lottery” -- tears the 
community apart and damages the one who is filled with envy, 
he said.

“The jealousy builds up, builds and fills the heart, a jealous 
heart is acid,” as if it were filled not with blood, but vinegar, mak-
ing the person always be unhappy, he said.

“It is the beginning of war. War does not begin in the battle-
field. ars begin in the heart,” he said. 

Family caregivers don’t 
solely need hands-on training. 
They need “hearts-on” training, 
too.

It becomes clearer and 
clearer that love demands action 
and that it calls for repeated ef-
fort and self-sacrifice. At times, 
it seems that caring for another 
person is akin to going to boot 
camp.

With that in mind, there is 
a lot to consider if you’re caring 
for a loved one. Sometimes you 
may find yourself asking, “Why 
is this so hard for me to do?” 
Though each family’s circum-
stance and situation are unique, 
caregiving is hard for every 
caregiver, perhaps not all the 
time, but everyone experiences 
difficulties.

That’s true whether your 
duties have increased over time 
or whether they suddenly landed 
on top of you in a heap.

No caregiver feels like an 
expert. None is free from care-
giver guilt. Every caregiver 
wants to be better at it. Every 
caregiver feels as if they’re not 
doing enough, or they’re not 
doing it right, or feels as if they 
don’t know what they’re doing 
at all. Caregiving often means 
learning about things you never 
wanted to know about, such as a 
disease, an injury, about declin-

ing health, dementia, hospice, 
death.

Others may see you as an 
“expert” on dialysis or Parkin-
son’s disease or heart surgery or 
whatever disease your loved one 
is dealing with. You wish you 
were blissfully ignorant.

It can take practice to bal-
ance getting information about 
your loved one’s health issues 
without becoming almost ob-
sessed with worst-case scenar-
ios. It can take patience when 
others who know nothing about 
the situation you are dealing 
with strongly offer their opin-
ions or snake-oil remedies.

A caregiver’s life can seem 
filled with highs and lows. You’ll 
experience the joy of your loved 
one’s good test report, new skill 
or return home after a hospital 
stay. But you’ll also experience 
the fear and sadness when test 
reports bring bad news, when 
a lifelong ability is lost, when 

there’s a need to take the person 
you care for back to the hospital 
or move him or her to a nursing 
home.

There’s a difference be-
tween selfishness and self-care. 
Taking care of yourself isn’t 
selfish. Taking a break on a 
regular basis makes you a better 
caregiver. Taking care of your-
self helps you to be the caregiver 
you really want to be.

Caregiving can mean focus-
ing on the present, concentrating 
on what needs to be done today, 
not thinking about tomorrow. 
You have to pause and appreci-
ate small things, such as the fact 
that your loved one still recog-
nizes you, knows your name, 
that you can hold hands or that 
the new medicine seems to be 
working.

During all of it, hang on to 
your faith. It is a gift from God 
that you can choose to use even 
when God seems distant.
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Question Corner
By Father Kenneth Doyle
Who Can Give A Blessing?

This illegitimate son of a freed Panamanian slave and a Spanish 
knight became a hero to the people of Lima, Peru, his birthplace, 
for his compassionate care of the sick and poor. Apprenticed at 
age 12 to a barber-surgeon, Martin also learned herbal medicine 
from his mother. After working for several years at a Dominican 
monastery as a Third Order member, he made his profession as 
a lay brother in 1603. He founded an orphanage and foundling 
hospital, ministered to African slaves, practiced great penances 
and experienced mystical gifts. Martin was carried to his grave 
by prelates and noblemen and all Peruvians acclaimed him their 
beloved saint. He is the patron of hairdressers and interracial 
justice.

© 2014 Catholic News Service

For The Journey
By Effie Caldarola
Helping The World,
One Family At A Time

Martin de Porres
1579 - 1639

Feast - November 3

Q. At a family discussion, 
the following question came up: 
Can anyone other than a priest 
or deacon do a Catholic bless-
ing? (Baltimore)

A. As your question would 
suggest, aside from certain 
blessings reserved to a bishop 
(e.g., the consecration of the 
sacramental oils at the chrism 
Mass during Holy Week), it is 
a priest who normally imparts a 
Catholic blessing.

Certain blessings also are 
entrusted to deacons -- at rites 
where a deacon is presiding, 
such as a baptism, a wedding 
ceremony or the distribution 
of holy Communion outside of 
Mass. But many blessings are 
done properly -- and perhaps 
more appropriately -- by lay-
people.

The most common example 
is the blessing of food before a 
meal, which many families do 
each evening around the dinner 
table.

The church’s Book of Bless-
ings lists several other blessings 

that are normally done by lay-
people, including the blessing 
of sons and daughters by their 
parents. (In Irish families partic-
ularly, parents often gather their 
children for a blessing when 
they are leaving home for a new 
venture or embarking on a trip.)

Another example recom-
mended by the Book of Bless-
ings is the blessing of a newly 
engaged couple by both sets of 
parents. Laypeople may also use 
a suggested prayer of blessing 
when moving into a new home, 
although more commonly the 
parish priest is invited to mark 
that joyful event.

In one particularly touching 
prayer, the Book of Blessings 
envisions a catechist gathering 
his or her class and asking God’s 
blessing over them in these 
words:

“With your unfailing pro-
tection, watch over these chil-
dren. ... Grant that they will con-
fess your name in willing faith, 
be fervent in charity and perse-
vere courageously in the hope of 
reaching your kingdom.”

Q. I am interested in Catho-
lic liturgies and rites outside the 
Roman/Latin rite. I know that 
Latin-rite Catholics are allowed 
to attend Catholic Eastern-rite 
liturgies on the same basis as a 
Latin-rite Mass and also to re-
ceive Communion at them. I 
have been to a number (Maroni-
te, Ukrainian, Ruthenian).

But my question regards 
the Personal Ordinariate of the 
Chair of St. Peter, which was set 
up to allow Anglicans to join the 
Catholic Church without aban-
doning all of their liturgical tra-
ditions.

Are these Masses just for 
former Anglicans, or can all 
Catholics attend them, as they 
can with more long-standing 
Catholic rites? (City of origin 
withheld)

A. First, let’s review the 
history. In 2012, the Vatican cre-
ated the Personal Ordinariate of 
the Chair of St. Peter you men-
tion. It is similar to a diocese, in 
response to repeated inquiries 
from Anglican groups who were 
seeking to become Catholic.

This ordinariate includes 
communities in the Unites States 
and Canada, while similar ones 
were created in Australia and for 
England and Wales. The ordina-
riate enables former Anglicans, 
once they have become Catho-
lic, to retain many aspects of 
Anglican heritage and traditions.

The liturgy that is celebrat-
ed looks very similar to an An-
glican service, using texts that 
incorporate Anglican prayers. 
In answer to your question, yes, 
any Catholic is welcome to at-
tend and to participate in litur-
gies of the ordinariate, just as 
members of the ordinariate are 
welcome at liturgies in other 
Catholic churches.

However, the ordinariate is 
really intended for those coming 
from an Anglican tradition.

Questions may be 
sent to Father Ken-
neth Doyle at askfat-
herdoyle@gmail.com 
and 40 Hopewell St. 
Albany, N.Y. 12208.

I belong to a Catholic group that gathers for prayer and 
good works. At a recent meeting, we discussed a project to help 
a refugee family resettle in our city.

The discussion was practical until the leader asked every-
one to explain what motivated them to consider the project.

That’s when my friend began to cry.
She couldn’t watch the news, she said, with its frequent re-

porting of misery and tragedy around the world without becom-
ing overwhelmed and wondering, “How can I help?”

I’ll admit that my friend cries easily, but there are few of us 
who can handle the daily onslaught of horrific news without feel-
ing deep emotions. We seem to move from one humanitarian 
crisis to another.

Whether it’s the enormous suffering of those affected by 
Ebola in African cities on the verge of internal collapse, or the 
horrors of war and beheadings in the Middle East or the sight 
of young children trying to find refuge from violence by making 
the long journey across Central America, it has been a grue-
some year. The suffering of refugees is one of the most painful 
to behold.

Our group will be assigned a family by a local agency that 
handles placement of refugees through the U.S. Department of 
State. We have been given a list of items the family needs to 
begin their new life, from a refugee camp on one continent to the 
dizzying environment of a busy American city.

They’ll need everything, from toothbrushes to cleaning sup-
plies, to a table and beds. They need bus tokens, towels and 
garbage cans. The list is long and specific. We realized that by 
taking on the material needs of one family, we’re making a dent, 
scratching the barest surface, of human troubles in this weary 
world.

There is a saying, “He who saves a life saves the world en-
tire.” Sometimes the news obscures individual suffering. People 
are lost in a blur of huge numbers. That’s when assisting one 
family brings home reality.

I recently saw a news photo of a baby, a few months old, 
in the arms of a Turkish soldier in full battle regalia. The soldier 
was looking for the Syrian child’s parents in the wake of thou-
sands fleeing a city besieged by Islamic State fighters. The baby 
was cradled against a gun slung across the soldier’s chest.

I wondered: Did that baby ever find his mom? That picture 
brought the war to my kitchen table in a way that statistics can’t.

Millions of Syrians have fled their homes, some have left for 
neighboring countries such as Turkey or Lebanon.

Additionally, millions more have fled wars in countries 
throughout the world. Millions live, sometimes for decades, in 
refugee camps established by the United Nations, and many will 
never have a chance to go home.

A few “lucky” ones will be sent by the U.N. to countries like 
ours, and to cities like mine. They come from Bhutan, Iraq, the 
Congo, South Sudan. They come to a strange place, to live 
among strangers in a culture, customs and language foreign to 
them.

For many, the apartments they will be able to afford will be 
in tough neighborhoods. The adjustment will be hard, the loneli-
ness deep.

There are few fairy-tale endings here. But there is a chance, 
one family at a time, to tell them that we care about a suffering 
world.
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Garvey Manor Nursing Home &
Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence

Continuing Care Retirement Community
Serving Elders in the 

Altoona-Johnstown Diocese Since 1965

1037 South Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
814-695-5571 • www.garveymanor.org

The ONLY CATHOLIC Senior Living 
Facility of its kind in the Diocese
• St. Joseph Chapel - Daily Mass 
 - devotional  services

• Modern, spacious, attractive, dignified  
   environment inside and outside
• Meeting continuing care needs with multi-levels of service
• Beauty/Barber Salon *Cafe *Gift Shop *Therapy

*Garvey Manor Nursing Home - Medicare/Medicaid approved
- Compassionate, professional nursing and rehabilitation services
- Short term stays for rehabilitation
- Long term living for ongoing care
- Special dementia care units & program

* Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence
-Personal Care Home
+ Supportive services & amenities to maintain wellness
+ Spacious residential private rooms and suites

- Independent Living Apartments
   Live in a community setting with services available
+ Spacious units - 889 sq. ft.
+ Meals provided - Housekeeping - 24 hour emergency staff response
+ Access to amentities within the Garvey Manor community

Ca
rm
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ite

 Sisters for the Aged and Inf rm

The Difference is Love™

astoral services• P

Rhine Getaway 
Basel to Amsterdam 

Escorted by Msgr. Michael Becker 
June 10 - 20, 2015 

FESTIVAL TRAVEL  
 

 For Information: 
Call Festival Travel (814) 467-6277  

Or 
Msgr. Becker (814) 937-9383 

 

A near-record crowd of 
about 1,100 high school stu-
dents from around the Diocese 
attended this year’s Senior High 
Youth Conference, and if any of 
those teens left unaware of the 
mandate given to them, some-
one should have checked them 
for a pulse.

Held on Sunday, October 
26 at Saint Francis University 
in Loretto, the theme for SHY-
CON 2014 was “What Are You 
Doing? Do Something!”

Francine Swope, diocesan 
coordinator for Youth Ministry, 
Religious Education, and Sac-
ramental Preparation, organizes 

Teens Challenged To Make A Difference,
And To Do Something ‘Now’ At SHYCON 2014

Photos And Text
By Tony DeGol

SHYCON 2014: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak and keynote speaker Steve Angrisano join a group of 31 
students and seven adult chaperones from Saint Michael Parish in Saint Michael at the Diocese’s annual 
Senior High Youth Conference (SHYCON). Held on Sunday, October 26 at Saint Francis University in 
Loretto, the individuals from Saint Michael were among 1,100 people who participated in the event. 
This year’s theme was “What Are You Doing? Do Something!”

SHYCON with assistance from 
a committee. 

She said when choosing a 
theme this year, she thought a 
lot about the things young peo-
ple are experiencing in the world 
today. 

“I wanted our theme to 
challenge and encourage them 
to not just sit back and watch, 
but to get out there and do some-
thing to make a difference in the 
world,” she said. “Even a teen-
ager can make a big difference 
by doing small things.”

Swope’s vision was rein-
forced throughout the day by 
keynote speaker Steve Angri-
sano and Bishop Mark L. Bart-
chak. 

(Continued On Page 11.)
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St. Peregrine Shrine

At the Church of
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

1127 McKinley Avenue, Johnstown PA 15905-4323

Saint Peregrine is the Patron Saint 
of Cancer Sufferers.

He is a powerful intercessor with 
God for all those who are seeking 
good health.

Saint Peregrine (1260-1345) was 
a Servite Friar canonized in 1726. 
His feast is May 1.

Father Barry Baroni and the faith community at Visitation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Invite you to send your 
prayer intentions to the new Shrine of Saint Peregrine at 
their parish church. The suggested donation for a candle to 
burn at the Shrine is $3.00; a novena booklet may be ob-
tained for $1.00. All intentions will be remembered at every 
Mass celebrated at the parish for a period of 30 days.

Please remember my intentions at the Shrine:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Intention: __________________________________

___________________________________________

Happy Birthday Mary Scarton!
From Your Family And Friends!

“It is absolutely important 
for you as teenagers to do some-
thing,” the Bishop pointed out 
in a remarkable homily layered 
with poignant stories. “And 
there is so much you can do now. 
You should not wait until you 
are adults. And it is absolutely 
important for you as teenagers to 
know what to do and how to do 
something. It’s important so that 
you can overcome being afraid, 
worried, or confused”  

Bishop Mark noted that 
teens often comment to him that 
they do not like it when adults 
say to them “you are the future.” 

Rather, teens want adults to 
recognize them in the present, 
he said.

“You can do something 
about your life, and you can 
make a difference in your world 
–not just in the future – if you 
live your life according to two 
sentences from today’s Gos-
pel reading: love God and love 
other people,” Bishop Mark told 
them. “You really can do some-
thing. And the Lord Jesus can do 
so much through you if you only 
give it a try.”

Before Mass, Angrisano, a 
nationally recognized speaker 
who has been featured at SHY-
CON in the past, delivered two 
keynote addresses.

“For sure, my message to-
day for the young people is you 
have within you the capacity to 
be a reflection of God’s love in 
everything that you do,” Angri-
sano said. “It’s not about when 
you grow up, if you do this for 
a living or that for a living. It’s 
so much about how every day 
we have an opportunity to be a 
reflection of God’s love in the 
things we do for the least among 
us, for our parents, for everyone 
around us.”

In an effort to allow the 
teens to “do something,” Swope 
collected canned goods for 
Catholic Charities and took a 
monetary collection for the Dio-
cese’s Fulton County Mission.

Students who attended 
SHYCON raved about the expe-
rience.

“Coming from a smaller 
area, it was good to go to a big 
conference like this, and it’s 
nice to have others my age in-
spire me,” said Kassie Stermer, 

a member of Saint Stephen Par-
ish in McConnellsburg.

“It was really neat to inter-
act with other kids from the dio-
cese,” said Karingtin Sklodows-

FUN AT SHYCON: Keynote speaker and musician Steve Angri-
sano peforms on stage with a little help from the audience, including 
Carmelite of the Word Sister Cindy Burns (left) of Saint Benedict 
Parish in Johnstown and Austin Keith (second from left), a Diocesan 
seminarian studying at Saint Vincent Seminary in Latrobe. 

When asked what he liked 
best about SHYCON, Maxwell 
Varvien from Saint Michael Par-
ish in St. Michael did not hesi-
tate with his answer.

“Pretty much everything,” 
he concluded.

And Angrisano received 
great reviews.

“I thought he was wonder-
ful, and he really took everyday 
situations and made them under-
standable,” noted Victoria Bo-
land of Saint Monica Parish in 
Chest Springs.

Courtney Moyer, also a 
Saint Monica parishioner, add-
ed, “I really enjoy Steve and his 
talks about faith. I was here the 
last time he was here, and I re-
ally enjoyed him, and something 
he says always rings with me 
and stays with me.”

(Continued From Page 10.)

ki, a member of Our Lady of the 
Alleghenies Parish in Lilly. “To-
day showed me that the littlest 
things can make a difference and 
bring you closer to God.”

Pope Francis Calls
Benedict ‘Great Pope’

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Retired Pope Benedict XVI is a perfect 
example of how intellectual knowledge and scientific curiosity do not 
lead a person further from God, but can strengthen their love for God 
and for his human creatures, Pope Francis said. 

“Benedict XVI was a great pope,” he said: “Great for the power 
and penetration of his intellect, great for his considerable contribution 
to theology, great for his love for the church and for human beings, 
great for his virtues and his religiosity.” 

Pope Francis praised his predecessor Oct. 27 at a meeting of 
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. The academicians invited Pope 
Francis to unveil a bronze bust of Pope Benedict at the academy’s 
headquarters in the Vatican Gardens.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- 
After several days of animated 
debate over its official midterm 
report, the Synod of Bishops on 

the family agreed on a final doc-
ument more clearly grounded 
in traditional Catholic teaching. 
Yet the assembly failed to reach 
consensus on especially contro-
versial questions of Communion 
for the divorced and civilly re-
married and the pastoral care of 
homosexuals.

The synod’s last working 
session, Oct. 18, also featured 
a speech by Pope Francis, in 
which he celebrated the mem-
bers’ frank exchanges while 
warning against extremism in 
the defense of tradition or the 
pursuit of progress.

Discussions in the synod 
hall had grown heated after the 
Oct. 13 delivery of a midterm 
report that used strikingly con-
ciliatory language toward peo-
ple with ways of life contrary 
to church teaching, including 

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

POPE ATTENDS SYNOD SESSION:  Pope Francis attends the morning session of the extraordinary 
Synod of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Saturday, October 18.

Synod Affirms Tradition, 
Leaves Controversional 

Questions Open

divorced and civilly remarried 
Catholics, cohabitating couples 
and those in same-sex unions.

The summaries of working-
group discussions, published 
Oct. 16, showed a majority of 
synod fathers wanted the final 
document to be clearer about rel-
evant church doctrine and give 
more attention to families whose 
lives exemplify that teaching.

The final report, which the 
pope ordered published almost 
at once after the synod’s con-
clusion, featured many more 
citations of Scripture, as well as 
new references to the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church and the 
teachings of Pope Paul VI, St. 
John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI.

Synod fathers voted on 
each of the document’s 62 para-
graphs. All received a simple 
majority, but three failed to gain 
the two-thirds supermajority or-
dinarily required for approval of 
synodal documents.

Two of those paragraphs 
dealt with a controversial pro-
posal by German Cardinal Wal-
ter Kasper that would make it 
easier for divorced and civilly 
remarried Catholics to receive 
Communion. The document not-
ed disagreements on the subject 
and recommended further study.

The document’s section on 
homosexuality, which also fell 
short of supermajority approval, 
was significantly changed from 
its counterpart in the midterm 
report.

The original section head-
ing --”welcoming homosexuals” 
-- was changed to “pastoral at-
tention to persons with homo-
sexual orientation.”

A statement that same-sex 
unions can be a “precious sup-
port in the life of the partners” 
was removed.

The final report quoted a 
2003 document from the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith: “There are absolutely no 
grounds for considering homo-
sexual unions to be in any way 
similar or even remotely analo-
gous to God’s plan for marriage 
and family.”

Jesuit Father Federico Lom-
bardi, the Vatican spokesman, 
told reporters that the absence 
of a supermajority indicated a 
lack of consensus and a need 

for more discussion, but stressed 
that none of the document car-
ried doctrinal weight. The 
synod’s final report will serve 
as an agenda for the October 
2015 world synod on the family, 
which will make recommenda-
tions to the pope.

Pope Francis said he wel-
comed the assembly’s expres-
sions of disagreement.

“Personally, I would have 
been very worried and saddened 
if there hadn’t been these temp-
tations and these animated dis-
cussions,” the pope said, “if ev-
erybody had agreed or remained 
silent in a false and quietistic 
peace.”

“So many commentators, 
or people who talk, imagined 
they saw the church quarrel-
ing, one part against the other, 
even doubting the Holy Spirit, 
the true promoter and guaran-
tor of unity and harmony in the 
church,” he said.

While reassuring the as-
sembly that the church’s unity 
was not in danger, Pope Francis 
warned against several tempta-
tions that he said had been pres-
ent during the two-week synod.

One of the temptations he 
cited was that of “hostile rigid-
ity” that seeks refuge in the let-
ter of the law, “in the certainty of 
what we know and not of what 
we must still learn and achieve.” 
This temptation, he said, is char-
acteristic of the “zealous, the 
scrupulous, the attentive and 
-- today -- of the so-called tra-
ditionalists and also of intellec-
tuals.”

Another temptation for the 
synod fathers, the pope said, was 
that of “destructive do-goodism, 
which in the name of a mis-
guided mercy binds up wounds 
without first treating and medi-
cating them; that treats symp-
toms and not causes and roots. It 
is the temptation of do-gooders, 
of the timorous and also of the 
so-called progressives and liber-
als.”

Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz 
of Louisville, Kentucky, presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said in a state-
ment that he was “grateful that 
the clarifications and deepen-
ing of scriptural and theological 
reflection shine consistently” 
through the final report. “Now 
the real work begins!”

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

Carmelite Community of the Word
Big Band Music Dinner and Dance

Saturday, November 29, 2014
Carrolltown Fire Co. 
Banquet Hall
148 South Main St. 
Carrolltown, PA 15722

 

Featuring 
Flood City Brass

Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Dinner 6:00 p.m. 

Dancing 7 - 10 p.m.  

Tickets: $24 each (Cash Bar)

 

 

 

 

Tickets can be purchased by calling
Sr. Jane at 814-886-4098 or Sue at 814-322-2470

Or Send request to 
Carmelite Community of the Word, 
394 Bem Road, Gallitzin, PA 16641

Proceeds benefit Carmelite Community of the Word

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
www.gazetteprinters.com

Your local connection to great printing.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- 
Even before the start of the Oct. 
5-19 Synod of Bishops on the 
family, observers were likening 
it to the Second Vatican Council 
of 1962-65.

In both cases, an innovative 
and charismatic pope called an 
assembly in the first months of 
his pontificate, seeking to preach 
the Gospel in terms of contem-
porary culture and apply Catho-
lic teaching with what St. John 
XXIII called the “medicine of 
mercy.”

As it turned out, history also 
repeated itself in the institutional 
dynamics of this year’s event, as 
bishops from around the world 
asserted their collective author-
ity, leading the assembly’s orga-
nizers in Rome to revise some of 
their best-laid plans.

A classic history, The 
Rhine Flows Into The Tiber, 
recounts the first tumultuous 
week of Vatican II, when bish-
ops rejected the Vatican’s hand-
picked candidates for the com-
missions that would write the 
council documents.

“It was not a revolutionary 
act, but an act of conscience, an 
act of responsibility on the part 
of the council fathers,” recalled 
Pope Benedict XVI in 2013. 
Then-Father Joseph Ratzinger 
attended Vatican II as a theo-
logical adviser to Cardinal Josef 
Frings of Cologne, Germany, 
one of the leaders of the bishops’ 
resistance.

More than 50 years later, 
bishops at the synod on the fam-
ily reacted strongly after the 
Oct. 13 presentation of an of-
ficial midterm report by Hun-
garian Cardinal Peter Erdo of 
Esztergom-Budapest.

Cardinal Erdo’s report, 
which was supposed to sum-
marize the assembly’s first week 
of discussions, made headlines 
with its strikingly conciliatory 
language toward people with 
ways of life contrary to Catholic 
teaching, including divorced and 
remarried Catholics, cohabitat-

ing couples and people in same-
sex unions.

Immediately after the cardi-
nal spoke, 41 of the 184 synod 
fathers present took the floor to 
comment. A number objected 
that the text lacked certain nec-
essary references to Catholic 
moral teaching, particularly 
regarding homosexuality and 
cohabitation. Bishops also re-
marked on the midterm report’s 
scarce references to the concept 
of sin.

“Three-quarters of those 
who spoke had some problems 

with the document,” Cardi-
nal George Pell, prefect of the 
Secretariat for the Economy, 
told Catholic News Service. He 
called the report tendentious, 
skewed and without sufficient 
grounding in Scripture and tra-
ditional doctrine.

At a news conference Oct. 
13, Cardinal Erdo distanced 
himself from the midterm report, 
identifying Italian Archbishop 
Bruno Forte of Chieti-Vasto, the 
synod’s special secretary, as re-
sponsible for a particularly con-
troversial passage on same-sex 

Family Synod’s Dynamics Recalled Vatican Council II
By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

CNS Photo/Paul Haring

SYNOD’S FINAL DAY:  Pope Francis talks with Italian Cardinal 
Lorenzo Baldisseri, general secretary of the Synod of Bishops, dur-
ing the morning session on the final day of the extraordinary Synod 
of Bishops on the family at the Vatican Saturday, October 18.

unions.
Later that afternoon, the 

synod fathers divided into 10 
working groups to discuss the 
midterm report and suggest 
amendments for the synod’s fi-
nal document.

The midterm report was 
“seen by many as not being 
as balanced as it should have 
been,” Cardinal Donald W. 
Wuerl of Washington told CNS.

Cardinal Wuerl, one of 11 
members of a team that drafted 
the synod’s final report, said one 
common objection was to the 
theological concept of “gradu-
ality,” which the midterm re-
port used, among other ways, 
to suggest the positive value of 
“irregular” relationships such as 
cohabitation.

“You don’t see that in the fi-
nal document because the small 
language groups said, ‘Yes, it 
was said, but it didn’t garner 
support,” the cardinal said.

The synod’s leadership, un-
der Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, 
who served as general secretary, 
planned not to publish the work-
ing groups’ individual reports 
but provide them only to the 
drafters of the final report, along 
with their approximately 450 
suggested amendments.

But on Oct. 16, the bish-
ops insisted that the working-
groups’ reports be made public.

“We wanted the Catho-
lic people around the world to 
know actually what was going 
on in talking about marriage and 
the family,” Cardinal Pell said.

On the same day, the draft-
ing committee was expanded to 
increase its geographic diver-
sity, with the addition of Cardi-
nal Wilfrid F. Napier of Durban, 
South Africa, and Archbishop 
Denis Hart of Melbourne, Aus-
tralia. Just as bishops from a 
cluster of northern European 
countries had been leaders of 
change at Vatican II, some of the 
more outspoken synod fathers 
this year were from the English-
speaking countries and Africa.

The synod’s final report, 
which the pope ordered pub-
lished almost immediately after 
the assembly finished its work 
Oct. 18, featured many more 
citations of Scripture, as well as 

new references to the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church and the 
teachings of Blessed Paul VI, St. 
John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI.

Synod fathers voted on 
each of the document’s 62 para-
graphs. All received a simple 
majority, but three -- on espe-
cially controversial questions of 
homosexuality and Communion 
for the divorced and civilly re-
married -- failed to gain the two-
thirds supermajority ordinarily 
required for approval of synodal 
documents.

“What I think Pope Fran-
cis succeeded in doing was let-
ting the synod fathers, letting 
the synod participants, actually 
come to a real consensus, even 
though it’s a weak consensus 
in some areas,” Cardinal Wuerl 
said. “The process worked, even 
though there were bumps along 
the way.”

Letrent’s

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark
  Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

PHARMACY

(814) 623-1442

On October 16, the Bishops insisted that the work-
ing-groups’ reports be made public.  “We wanted the 
Catholic people around the world to know actually 
what was going on in talking about marriage and the 
family,” Cardinal Pell said.
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WWCP - TV FOX Channel 8

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will include:

November 9 - - Melissa Kreutzberger from Catholic Charities 
updates the Bishop on the status of the agency’s new shelter 
in Johnstown.

November 16 - -  Jean Johnstone, executive director of Cath-
olic Charities, talks about the importance of an upcoming Di-
ocesan collection to support the work of the agency.

NEW YORK (CNS) -- 
Who knew the Day of the Dead 
could be so much fun? The 
Mexican method of observ-
ing All Souls’ Day, Nov. 2, is 
the backdrop for “The Book of 
Life” (Fox), an entertaining and 
visually stunning 3-D animated 
film.

Traditionally on this feast 
day, families visit cemeteries to 
place gifts by the gravesides of 
their departed loved ones in a 
spirit of remembrance. Although 
the practice is Aztec in origin, 
its intentions correspond with 
Catholic teaching, which en-
courages prayer for the souls of 
the deceased.

In popular culture, the Day 
of the Dead has often morphed 
into a Halloween-like party with 
multicolored skulls and imagery 
bordering on the diabolical. For-

tunately, this is not the case in 
“The Book of Life.” Instead, di-
rector and co-writer (with Doug-
las Langdale) Jorge R. Gutierrez 
uses the observance to highlight 
the enduring bonds of family.

Yes, dancing skeletons 
abound, and there are mytholog-
ical aspects to the plot that might 
call for discussion with impres-
sionable youngsters. But this is, 
in essence, a harmless fairy tale.

At its core, “The Book 
of Life” is a love story, told to 
schoolchildren on a museum 
visit by one of the institution’s 
guides, Mary Beth (voice of 
Christina Applegate). She uses 
wooden dolls that spring to life 
to enact her yarn.

In the Mexican village of 
San Angel, best friends Manolo 
(voice of Diego Luna) and Joa-
quin (voice of Channing Tatum) 
have been in love with the same 
woman, Maria (voice of Zoe 
Saldana), since childhood.

Manolo is a reluctant bull-
fighter, forced into the ring to 

uphold his family’s proud tra-
dition. A gentle, sensitive soul, 
Manolo would rather make 
beautiful music with his guitar 
-- and with Maria. (He woos her 
with a surprising playlist that 
includes covers of Elvis Presley 
and Rod Stewart.)

Joaquin, on the other hand, 
is a puffed-up macho soldier, 
struggling to live up to his own 
family line of fierce warriors.

Unbeknownst to Manolo, 
Joaquin has a secret weapon: a 
medal which makes him invin-
cible. This charm was given to 
him by the god Xibalba (voice 
of Ron Perlman), the ruler of 
the desolate Land of the Forgot-
ten, a purgatory-like underworld 
populated by the spirits of those 
who have no one to pray for 
them.

Xibalba longs to escape his 
realm. So he makes a wager with 
his estranged wife, the goddess 
La Muerte (voice of Kate del 
Castillo), overseer of the heav-
en-like Land of the Remem-
bered. The bet centers on Maria. 
If she chooses Joaquin as her 
mate, La Muerte will, reluctant-
ly, swap positions with Xibalba.

CNS Photo/Fox

THE BOOK OF LIFE:  This is a scene from the animated movie “The Book of Life.” The Catholic 
News Service classification is A-II -- adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG -- parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

Since Xibalba has stacked 
the deck in favor of Joaquin, 
things look bad for La Muerte 
and Manolo. But several twists 
and turns are in store as the ac-
tion shifts back and forth among 
the three worlds.

Although “The Book of 
Life” is a fantasy and does not 
espouse a particular religion, it 
does include among hundreds 
of background characters a (pre-
sumably Catholic) priest and a 
trio of nuns. Their depiction is, 
however, perfectly respectful.

Parents should be advised 
that, while the tone is light and 
the action slapstick, there are 
several dark moments which 

may frighten younger viewers.
In the end, Catholic mov-

iegoers will concur with the 
script’s lesson about honoring 
the dearly departed: “As long as 
we remember, they are always 
with us.”

The film contains nonscrip-
tural religious themes, some 
mildly scary sequences, occa-
sional bathroom humor and a 
few very mild oaths in Spanish. 
The Catholic News Service clas-
sification is A-II -- adults and 
adolescents. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating 
is PG -- parental guidance sug-
gested. Some material may not 
be suitable for children.

‘Book Of Life’ A Rich
Celebration

By Joseph McAleer
Catholic News Service
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May
They Rest 
In Peace

Sister Ann Lucille Bohn
I.H.M.

Sister Ann Lucille Bohn, 
formerly Sister M. Petra, of the 
Sisters, Servants of the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary died Sun-
day, October 12, at Our Lady 
of Peace Residence in Scranton. 
She was 87.

She was born on June 18, 
1927, in Scranton, the daughter 
of the late Peter J. and Catherine 
(Crane) Bohn. She entered the 
IHM Congregation on Septem-
ber 8, 1946, made her temporary 
profession of vows on May 9, 
1949, and her final profession 
on August 2, 1952.

Sister Ann Lucille served 
locally as a teacher at Saint Ber-
nard School in Hastings from 
1953 to 1956. 

From 2004 until the time 
of her death, Sister Ann Lucille 
served as a prayer minister at the 
Marian Convent and Our Lady 
of Peace Residence in Scranton.

She received a bachelor 
of science degree in education 
and master of science degree in 
guidance both from Marywood 
College, Scranton.

  She was preceded in death 
by a brother, Peter; and two sis-
ters, Mary E. Dougherty and 
Catherine Lewis.  Surviving are  
nieces and nephews.

The funeral Mass for Sis-
ter Ann Lucille Bohn was cel-
ebrated Wednesday, October 15 
at Our Lady of Peace Residence, 
Scranton. Committal was at 
Saint Catherine Cemetery, Mos-
cow.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to support the re-
tired IHM Sisters c/o the IHM 
Sisters Retirement Fund, IHM 

The BG volleyball family 
responded with gift card dona-
tions and participation in the 
raffle to help the girls’ volleyball 
team reach its goal of $1,000.00.

 “It was special to decide as 
a team that we wanted to donate 
to Catholic Charities instead of 
using that money for our team,” 
Johnsonbaugh said.

Bishop Guilfoyle volley-
ball coach Bob Kasun said this 
donation was a proud moment 
for their team. “Our seniors, our 
team and our families were sin-
cere in their efforts to help oth-
ers in our community,” he said. 
“We pray daily at practice for 
those in need. Christian disciple-
ship is one of the tenets of our 
school and our Catholic faith.”

Catholic Charities execu-
tive director Jean Johnstone said 
the need for help in our commu-
nity continues to grow.

“As the weather turns cold-
er, more people are coming to 
Catholic Charities to ensure 
they have access to electricity, 
natural gas and heat during the 
winter ahead,” Johnstone said. 
“This gift will be used to di-
rectly help these families stay in 
their homes, keep their utilities 
on and stay warm this winter.  
We are so appreciative of all the 
support from the students and 
teachers at Bishop Guilfoyle.  
They are true partners in our 
common mission of loving and 
serving our neighbors in need.”

Kiser and Rasmussen said 
the volleyball team took Pope 
Francis’ message to help the less 
fortunate to heart.

“Our volleyball team this 
year has embraced our faith 
more deeply.  Giving to Catholic 
Charities strengthens the bond 
between God, the community 
and our team,” Rasmussen said. 

“Catholic Charities is a 
great program because it helps 
so many people in need and 
gives them hope. I’m so happy 
that together the senior volley-
ball players chose to donate to 
this cause. Giving this dona-
tion to Catholic Charities is just 
something else that will make 

my senior year even more mem-
orable,” Kiser said.

Higher Education

Honorary Alumni

Altoona:  Somerset At-
torney, Daniel W. Rullo, was 
honored by the Mount Aloysius 
College Alumni Association.  
Attorney Dan Rullo was named 
an Honorary Alumni of Mount 
Aloysius College in recogni-
tion of his decade of service to 
the College’s Board of Trustees.  
A graduate of the University of 
Pittsburgh, Attorney Rullo is a 
member of the UPitt Athletic 
Hall of Fame.  His three year 
term as Mount Aloysius Board 
Chairman ended this past June.  

Attorney Rullo was pre-
sented with the award by Mount 
Aloysius College Alumni Board 
President, Jacob Claar together 
with Mount Aloysius College 
President Tom Foley at the An-
nual Alumni Recognition Din-
ner.  The event was held in the 
college’s historic Alumni Hall 
during their combined Home-
coming/Alumni Weekend.

Mount Aloysius President 
Foley voiced his appreciation 
of the Association’s choice of 
Attorney Rullo as an Honorary 
Mount Aloysius Alumni.  “Dan 
Rullo loves the Mount Aloy-
sius way,” explained President 
Foley, adding, “Because that 
was, and is, the Dan Rullo way 
also. Dan isn’t just in the sports 
Hall of Fame down at Pitt, he 
was an academic all-star too, 
graduating from Duquesne with 
his law degree and practicing as 
one of the top lawyers not just in 
Somerset or the region but in the 
entire state.”  Foley described 
Attorney Rullo as a true friend 
of the College.  “We mark the 
extraordinary commitment of 
the Rullo Family to the Mount 
Aloysius Scholarship Fund,” he 
said.  Foley noted too that the 
distinguished Somerset attorney 
is a three sport star student-ath-
lete who today, “maintains the 
modest reserve common among 

Center, 2300 Adams Avenue, 
Scranton, PA 18509.

Sister M. Elissa Meehan
I.H.M.

Sister Mary Elissa Meehan, 
of the Sisters, Servants of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary died 
Friday, October 24, at Our Lady 
of Peace Residence in Scranton.  
She was 92.
She was born May 20, 1912, in 
Carbondale, and given the name 
Mary Winifred, the daughter 
of the late Patrick and Sarah 
(Giblin) Meehan. She entered 
the IHM Congregation on Sep-
tember 8, 1932, and made her 
temporary profession of vows 
on April 30, 1935, and her final 
profession vows on August 1, 
1938.  

Sister Elissa served locally 
at Immaculate Conception High 
School in Lock Haven from 
1957 to 1963.

From 2002 until the time of 
her death, Sister Elissa served as 
a prayer minister at the Marian 
Convent and Our Lady of Peace 
Residence in Scranton.

She received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in education 
from Marywood College and a 
Master of Arts degree in educa-
tion from Villanova University.

She was preceded in death 
by four brothers, Robert, John, 
Paul, and Eugene; and a sister, 
Rose Smith. Surviving are niec-
es and nephews.  

The funeral Mass for Sister 
Mary Elissa Meehan was cel-
ebrated Tuesday, October 28 at 
Our Lady of Peace Residence, 
Scranton.  Committal was at 
Saint Catherine Cemetery, Mos-
cow.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to support the re-
tired IHM Sisters c/o the IHM 
Sisters Retirement Fund, IHM 
Center, 2300 Adams Avenue, 
Scranton, PA 18509.

the very best of retired athletes,” 
he said.

President Foley noted that 
during Attorney Rullo’s ten-
ure as Mount Aloysius College 
Board of Trustees Chairman, the 
College completed: the Ray and 
Louise Walker Outdoor Athletic 
Complex which includes soc-
cer, softball and baseball fields 
completed two years ago with 
the addition of the Mountie Sta-
bles; renovations to the historic 
Alumni Hall; and the comple-
tion of the 87,000 square foot 
Athletic Convocation and Well-
ness Center.  The ACWC was 
formally dedicated on Friday, 
October 3rd. 

Last April, Mount Aloysius 
honored Attorney Rullo with the 
2014 Walker Award.  The Walk-
er Award is named in honor of 
Ray and Louise Walker whose 
generosity along with others 
made possible the Mount Aloy-
sius College athletic field com-
plex.

In The Alleghenies

Proximo Travel LLC, a 
Catholic Tour Company, is 
searching for a Deacon who 

may be interested in  
a full time position.   

 
For more information,  

please contact Karen Koegle 
at 440-915-4613 or email:  

kkoegle@proximotravel.com 
 

Entrusting all our trips to the  

Maternal Care of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon 
them.  May they rest in peace.  May 
their souls and the souls of all the 
faithful departed, through the mercy 
of God, rest in peace, Amen.

Submit news for publica-
tion to tstein@dioceseaj.
org, or to btomaselli@dio-
ceseaj.org.  Photos should 
be submitted in the jpeg 
format for best reproduc-
tion.
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Personable Priest Is Public Face
Of Bishop Guilfoyle High

By Msgr. Timothy P. Sstein

If, as he contends, the role 
of a high school president is to 
be “the public face” of the in-
stitution, then Bishop Guilfoyle 
Catholic High School in Altoona 
has a most personable face in 
the person of Father John “Jack” 
McDowell.

Appointed in August to suc-
ceed Thomas J. Kristofco, who 
had been Guilfoyle president 
since 2012, Father Jack, a Fran-
ciscan of the Order of Friars Mi-
nor, Holy Name Province, New 
York City, says that his job al-
lows him to be “the good guy,” 
presenting “a good image of the 
school to the public.”

“The Guilfoyle board’s idea 
in having me come here,” Father 
Jack stated, “is to do the ‘outside 
work,’ to be the face of Bishop 
Guilfoyle Catholic High School 
to the community.

“The principal and the vice 
- principal are the ones who do 
the ‘inside work’ in the school.  
They are responsible for edu-
cation and for discipline.  As 
president, I work as a team with 
them.  I can be a listening ear to 
the members of the school com-
munity.”

His position will require 
Father Jack to raise money for 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School, and to recruit students.  

FATHER JOHN ‘JACK’ McDOWELL O.F.M.

He will also be a contact person 
with the local Chamber of Com-
merce, “advancing the school 
brand and making it known.  
Sometimes when people think 
of Guilfoyle they think ‘It’s all 
sports,’ and with our football 
team doing so well, it’s very easy 
to think that!  But Guilfoyle is so 
much more than that.  I have to 
get that message out there.”

Interacting with the stu-
dents allows Father Jack, who 
had previously served in Catho-
lic high schools as principal and 
dean of students, to shed the 
“bad guy” role, and to adopt a 
more companionable approach.

“I get to be the good guy 
with the kids,” he said, “joking 
with them, encouraging them, 
drawing out their gifts and tal-
ents.

“I’ve always liked kids and 
I’ve always enjoyed education,” 
he reflected.  “I like bringing out 
what’s best in kids.  The kids 
make me laugh.  They keep me 
going.  I’m soon going to be 70, 
but most days I feel like I’m 30!”

In his brief tenure in the 
top position at Guilfoyle, Father 
Jack says he has been impressed 
by the faculty and staff “who 
are passionate about education.  
Everyone who works here re-
ally seems to like it here,” he 
said, and in conversations with 
them he has seen “a dream, a 
desire” to build on the school’s 
strengths, and to rediscover pro-
grams such as performing arts, 

that may have taken a back seat 
in recent years.

Parents, too, have made a 
good impression on Father Jack, 
who characterized them as “co-
operative and grateful.  They 
want what’s best for their kids.”

“We’re not perfect here,” 
Father Jack said, “but so much 
that is good has happened and 
is happening here.”  To draw on 
the strengths of the past and to 
build an even stronger future, 
part of Father Jack’s outreach 
will be to the school’s over 
10,000 alumni living throughout 
the United States.  “I’m sending 
a personal letter to each of them, 
he said, “inviting them to keep 
in touch and to at least look us 
up on the web.”

This is not the first time 
Father Jack has served locally.  
From 2007 to 2009 he was di-
rector of campus ministry at 
Saint Francis University, Lo-
retto, and it was a friend from 
the university who encouraged 
him to apply for the position at 
Guilfoyle.  Nor was that time in 
Loretto his first exposure to the 
local community.

“I began my religious life 
with the Third Order Regular 
in Loretto,” he explained, “but I 
left them before Solemn Vows.  
I am so grateful to God for call-
ing me to the Franciscans in the 
Order of Friars Minor,” he said, 
“but my heart will always be in 
Loretto.  That’s where I received 
my education and my initial re-

ligious formation.  I learned a 
sense of discipline there.”

The rather cloistered exis-
tence of a young friar in forma-
tion did not allow Father Jack 
to see much of the area, but 
his move back to the Altoona 
- Johnstown Diocese has pro-
vided him with the opportunity 
to see sights he had not seen be-
fore.

“It’s gorgeous here!  I drove 
to State College recently,” he 
said, “and could not get over the 
views of the mountains and the 
valleys.”

The people of the area have 
also touched the veteran educa-
tor.

“There’s a certain simplici-
ty about the people here,” Father 
Jack said.  “People genuinely 
want to help each other and to 
be good neighbors to one anoth-
er.  All of the priests I have met 
have been very welcoming, and 
the Bishop is a very kind young 
man.”

Father Jack hopes to en-
courage that spirit of simplicity, 
kindness and neighborliness in 
the Guilfoyle students.

“When I walk through the 
cafeteria,” he laughed, “I tell the 
kids ‘don’t let someone sit alone 
at lunch time!  Welcome them 
to sit with you! Unless they’re 
studying for a test!’”


