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Bishop Mark eased him-
self into a seat among the high 
school student representatives, 
and readied himself to answer 
various questions they presented 
to him at the annual Quad - High 
Day.

One of their initial ques-
tions revealed much about his 
character.

“What was your most dif-
ficult decision?”, prompted a 
student. The Bishop thought for 
a few seconds and answered, 
“When I have really difficult 
decisions to make I consult with 
a lot of people. I certainly don’t 
know everything on every lev-
el,” he explained. 

The exchange illustrated 
Bishop Mark L. Bartchak’s hu-
mility and his efforts toward 
transparency.

“Those kids presented some 
very serious questions that pro-
vided deep spiritual insight,” 
said Sister of Charity Donna 
Marie Leiden, director of educa-
tion for the Altoona - Johnstown 
Diocese. “Their questions were 
very serious and current.”

The annual Quad - High 
Day was held on Friday, March 
21 at Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic 
High School in Altoona.

Bishop Mark clearly enjoys 
the sessions with the students. 
Their questions ranged from 
concern for the shortage of vo-
cations to his hectic daily sched-
ule.

“It was a great experience 
for the 40 high school students, 
freshmen through seniors,” said 
Sister Donna Marie. 

The day always begins with 
an ice - breaking activity to 
help raise the comfort  level of 
the students that come together 
from the Diocese’s four high 
schools, for the first time. This 
year’s idea tested their knowl-
edge of the Bible, Sister Donna 
Marie added.

“As one might expect,” 
Sister Donna Marie reminded, 
“Bishop Mark is always very 
thorough and patient with his 
answers.”  

When questioned about the 
shortage of vocations, the num-
ber of priests who serve the Dio-
cese was discussed.

“I’m very encouraged with 
our success,” Bishop Mark ex-
plained. “Right now we have 
four seminarians, five prepar-
ing  to enter the seminary, and 
30 more young men thinking 
about a vocation.” He said he’s 
pretty optimistic we won’t have 
a priest shortage in the near fu-
ture.

Bishop Mark said one of the 
most serious questions young 

people have is the commitment 
that needs to be made to become 
a priest or religious.

“They want to know about 
the sacrifices that must be 
made,” explained the Bishop. 
“They want to be sure that a vo-
cation is not a part - time job, 
and it’s a meaningful life.”

The Bishop continued that 
“I’ve found through discus-
sions there’s a commitment and 
a sacrifice young people want 
to make. They want to be all 
in. They want to lay down their 
lives for God and the Church.”

He added he is glad he sac-
rificed his life to God, and never 
gave a second thought to what 
his life might have been like had 
he not answered God’s call.

One student said he heard 
that the Bishop wakes up very 
early each day. “I do. I’m usu-
ally up at 5:15 and in the my 
Chapel praying by 5:45 a.m.,” 
he said. 

“I usually pray for about 
an hour before I go to the office 
because my days don’t end un-
til 9:00 or 10:00 p.m. Each day 
I celebrate Mass in a different 
place. So, I like the early morn-
ings.”

Of the questions submitted 
to the Bishop prior to the gather-
ing, one in particular stood out 
for him. “Someone asked what I 
thought was the most powerful 
kind of prayer,” he said.

Students Lob Questions
At Bishop At Quad - High Day

“I was really impressed 
with that question, and it is a 
very important one.” The most 
important kind of prayer, he 
explained, is the prayer you do. 
“Any act of praying, no matter 
what kind of prayer it is, it will 
be powerful because it is our 
communication with God. There 
are many ways to speak directly 
to God throughout the day.” He 

LISTENING:  As Peter (Jiahao) Cao, a student from Bishop Carroll 
Catholic High School, Ebensburg, sits next to him, Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak listens intently to a question posed to him at Quad - High 
Day, Friday, March 21 at Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, 
Altoona.

said to remember that receiv-
ing the Sacraments are forms of 
prayer, such as Confession.

The students had two dis-
cussion sessions with Bishop 
Mark. He celebrated Mass, 
which was followed by a lunch 
of cheese pizza. 

Next year the Quad - High 
Day will be held at Saint Joseph 
Catholic Academy in Boalsburg.

“Those kids presented some very serious 
questions that provided deep spiritual in-
sight,” said Sister of Charity Donna Marie 
Leiden, director of education for the Altoona 
- Johnstown Diocese. “Their questions were 
very serious and current.”
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Higher Education

Moral Choices Lecture

Cresson:  Mount Aloysius 
College invites the general pub-
lic to the next chapter in their 
2013 - 2014 speaker series which 
is examining the theme, “21st 
Century Citizenship: The Com-
mon Good.”  The next scheduled 
event is the Eighth Annual Mor-
al Choices Lecture.   

The Moral Choices Lecture 
for Spring 2014 will be delivered 
by Sister of Mercy Mary Ann 
Dillon PhD, former president of 
Mount Aloysius College.   The 
title of her remarks is “Ethical 
Considerations of Citizenship 

in the 21st Century.”   She will 
deliver her address in historic 
Alumni Hall on Tuesday, April 
8th at 7:00 p.m. 

Sister Mary Ann currently 
serves as senior vice president 
of mission and sponsorship at 
Mercy Health System in south-
eastern Pennsylvania.  In ad-
dition to organizational ethics, 
she is responsible for clinical 
and organizational ethics edu-
cation, programs and processes 
throughout the System as well as 
for development and implemen-
tation of formation programs for 
trustees, leadership team mem-
bers and colleagues.

PENNSYLVANIA JUNIOR ACADEMY OF SCIENCE:  Eight Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High 
School, Altoona, students finished either first or second in their respective categories at the Pennsylvania 
Junior Academy of Science Regional Competition. The students qualify for the PJAS state competition 
at University Park in May. The BG students include (from left): Corey Patterson, first place, perfect 
score and Judge’s Special Award for her in-depth research and understanding of her project; Juliana 
Burke, first place and six-year perseverance medal; Mary Kate Fochler, second place and four-year per-
severance certificate; Jamie Murgas, first place; Jennifer Patterson, first place, perfect score and six-year 
perseverance medal; Matt Keefer, first place; Nick Nale, first place and three-year certificate; Brennan 
Nale, first place and six-year perseverance medal.

GIRLS CHAMPIONS:  The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, Altoona, junior high girls’ basket-
ball team won the Laurel Highlands Athletic Conference championship. Team members include (from 
left) First row row:  Molly Kibler, Kyra Kelley, Beth Yahner, Tessa Crider and Alexis Williams. Second 
row:  Samantha Adams, assistant coach; Laura Frederick, head coach; Devyn Yingling, Harlem Jen-
nings, Ryley Lewis, Aliyah Labriola, Morgan Kiesewetter, Ciara Consiglio,  Dale Rogers, statistician.

BOYS CHAMPIONS:  The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, Altoona,  junior high boys basket-
ball team won the Laurel Highlands Athletic Conference championship with a 20-0 record. Team mem-
bers include (from left) First row:  David Luther, Michael Piccerillo, Noah Trexler, Matt Unpingo and 
Evan Potter. Second row:  Andrew Irwin, Josh Trybus, Tyler Glunt and Ryan Maucieri. Third row:  Fa-
ther Raymond Crosser, athletic chaplain; Joe Muri, head coach; Brennan Hurd, student assistant coach; 
Evan Chadbourn; Luke Frederick, Kyle Green, Fred Elvey, assistant coach, Dale Rogers, statistician.

In the heart of “Dutch Hill,”
a Lenten tradition continues . . . 

Lenten Seafood Buffet

Eat In or Take out

Featuring Weekly Chef’s Special

Served at Saint Mary Parish
Memorial Hall 4th Avenue and 15th Street

Every Friday in Lent
(Except Good Friday)

4:30 - 7:00 p.m.

Adult - - $11.00
Children Ages 3 - 12 - - $5.00

Children Under 3 - - Free
Takeout Dinners - - $8.00

Voted the 2013 Altoona Mirror “Hometown Favorite”

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950

St. Andrew School
Basket Party, Johnstown

Only 400 tickets available! No 
tickets will be sold at the door. 
Donation is $8, which includes 
a boxed lunch, drinks and 25 
tickets. Doors open at Noon, 
drawings begin at 2 PM. Tickets 
sold at School Office & Rectory 
Monday - Friday.

Sunday, April 27

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

(Continued On Page 3.)
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In The Alleghenies

Pontifical Schedule For
Holy Week 2014

The Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak
Bishop of Altoona-Johnstown

Celebrant and Presider

Passion (Palm) Sunday
April 13 -- 11:00 a.m.

Blessing of Palm and Pontifical Mass
Saint John Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown

Monday Of Holy Week
April 14 -- 11:00 a.m.

Chrism Mass
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

Holy Thursday
April 17 – 6:00 p.m.

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Saint John Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown

Good Friday
April 18

Morning Prayer -- 9:00 a.m.
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion -- 12:00 p.m.

Tenebrae Service – 7:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

Holy Saturday
April 19

Office of Readings -- 9:00 a.m.
The Easter Vigil -- 8:30 p.m. 

Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

Easter Sunday
April 20 -- 11:00 a.m.

Mass of Our Lord’s Resurrection
Saint John Gualbert Cathedral, Johnstown

BOYS CHAMPIONS:  The Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, Altoona,  junior high boys basket-
ball team won the Laurel Highlands Athletic Conference championship with a 20-0 record. Team mem-
bers include (from left) First row:  David Luther, Michael Piccerillo, Noah Trexler, Matt Unpingo and 
Evan Potter. Second row:  Andrew Irwin, Josh Trybus, Tyler Glunt and Ryan Maucieri. Third row:  Fa-
ther Raymond Crosser, athletic chaplain; Joe Muri, head coach; Brennan Hurd, student assistant coach; 
Evan Chadbourn; Luke Frederick, Kyle Green, Fred Elvey, assistant coach, Dale Rogers, statistician.

Sister Mary Ann Dillon 
came to Mercy Health System in 
2011 after a long career in high-
er education.   Before her tenure 
at Mount Aloysius College, she 
was dean of general education at 
Saint Francis University where 
she also served as assistant pro-
fessor of philosophy and reli-
gious studies.  

The Mount Aloysius Col-
lege Moral Choices Lecture for 
Spring 2014 is open to the gen-
eral public free of charge.

Red Mass/Law Day

Loretto:  Saint Francis 
University will host its annual 
Red Mass / Law Day on Fri-
day, April 25.  Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak, J.C.D., will serve as 

the celebrant for the Red Mass.  
Third Order Regular Franciscan 
Father Gabriel Zeis., president 
of Saint Francis, will serve as 
the homilist. The Honorable Da-
vid J. Hickton, United States At-
torney, Western District of Penn-
sylvania, will give the keynote 
address at the luncheon.   

Hickton co - founded Burns, 
White & Hickton, LLC, in 1987. 
Prior to that, he was an associate 
attorney at Dickie, McCamey & 
Chilcote where he practiced in 
the areas of transportation, liti-
gation, commercial, and white 
collar crime. His legal career be-
gan as a law clerk for the Honor-
able United States District Judge 
Gustave Diamond from 1981 to 
1983. In addition, Mr. Hickton 
taught antitrust for more than a 
decade as an adjunct professor 
of law at Duquesne University 
School of Law.

Hickton is a fellow in the 
American College of Trial Law-
yers and a fellow of the Acad-
emy of Trial Lawyers of Al-
legheny County. He has been 

admitted before the United 
States Supreme Court, the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court, the 
United States District Court for 
the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, and several of the U.S. 
Circuit Courts.

The Red Mass will begin 
at 10:30 am in the Immaculate 
Conception Chapel followed by 
lunch at the John F. Kennedy 
Student Center.

All area judges, lawyers, 
law enforcement officials, 
friends, and area residents of all 
faiths are invited to participate 
in Red Mass/ Law Day.  For 
more information or to register, 
please contact Vickie Soyka at 
(814) 472 - 3001 or vsoyka@
francis.edu.

Letrent’s

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark
  Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

PHARMACY

(814) 623-1442

Garvey Manor Nursing Home &
Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence

Continuing Care Retirement Community
Serving Elders in the 

Altoona-Johnstown Diocese Since 1965

1037 South Logan Blvd., Hollidaysburg, PA 16648 
814-695-5571 • www.garveymanor.org

The ONLY CATHOLIC Senior Living 
Facility of its kind in the Diocese
• St. Joseph Chapel - Daily Mass 
 - devotional  services

• Modern, spacious, attractive, dignified  
   environment inside and outside
• Meeting continuing care needs with multi-levels of service
• Beauty/Barber Salon *Cafe *Gift Shop *Therapy

*Garvey Manor Nursing Home - Medicare/Medicaid approved
- Compassionate, professional nursing and rehabilitation services
- Short term stays for rehabilitation
- Long term living for ongoing care
- Special dementia care units & program

* Our Lady of the Alleghenies Residence
-Personal Care Home
+ Supportive services & amenities to maintain wellness
+ Spacious residential private rooms and suites

- Independent Living Apartments
   Live in a community setting with services available
+ Spacious units - 889 sq. ft.
+ Meals provided - Housekeeping - 24 hour emergency staff response
+ Access to amentities within the Garvey Manor community

Ca
rm

el
ite

 Sisters for the Aged and Inf rm

The Difference is Love™

astoral services• P

(Continued From Page 2.)
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Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Family Matters
By Amy Kanich
Mary Was A Mother

In The Midst Of Death, 
We Are In Life

I could hardly watch the 
events going on in front of me.  
My heart wrenched and my guts 
turned about.  I wanted to cry, 
but my tears seemed to be fro-
zen.  My heart did not want to 
believe what I was watching but 
my mind knew otherwise.  “This 
couldn’t be happening!  Please 
don’t let this be real,” my heart 
ached. The pain and agony in 
front of me paralyzed my very 
being.  This person is a mother 
and that was her only child.  
“Please stop,”  my heart cried, “I 
can’t take much more.” And the 
movie went on……   

I have always made it a tra-
dition in my house, that some-
time during Lent I would watch 
the “Passion of the Christ.” Al-
though there were many scenes 
in the movie that moved me to 
tears, there was one in particu-
lar that just literally knocked the 
breath out of me.   

The scene involved Mary 
laying in the pool of her son’s 
blood, after being scourged, us-
ing a white cloth to soak up ev-
ery drop of her son’s pain.   As 
tears fell from her eyes and pure 
grief shown on her face, she 
wailed as her precious son was 
being brutally killed right in 
front of her eyes.  All she could 
do was surrender to the pain and 
try to collect the very last drops 
of His very being.   

Mary a mother!  A mother 
who felt her baby’s first kick in 
her growing womb.  A mother 
who cried at the sight of her 
newborn son first smile.  A 
mother who rejoiced at His first 
step.  A mother who taught Him 
to read.  A mother who would do 
anything to protect her son from 

the bruises and bumps of child-
hood.  A mother, like all mothers, 
who would give her very life to 
save her very child’s.   A mother 
whose heart broke in a million 
pieces as she probably prayed 
to allow her to take His place. A 
mother who stood their helpless, 
as she knew in her heart God had 
other plans.

I think sometimes we un-
der - estimate the pain that Mary  
experienced as she watch the 
events of the Passion unfold.  I 
believe  Mary, although with-
out sin, still had every human 
emotion and feeling of  every 
mother and her pain and grief  
experienced during Christ’s Pas-
sion and death was no less than 
excruciating!  Excruciating as 
she stood there and cradled her 

son’s lifeless body in her hands, 
the same baby boy she held so 
tenderly on the first Christmas 
day.   Excruciating as she ran her 
fingers through his soft hair, the 
same tussles she combed loving 
when He was a small boy.  

Excruciating as her hands 
touched His bruised back, the 
same frame she used to hug and 
hold tight, whispering into his 
ears, “Be careful”  as He went 
off to play.   Excruciating has 
she kissed His cheek, the same 
tender way she would kiss him 
goodnight.  Excruciating has she 
caressed His hands, the same 
hands that held a fistful of wild-
flowers, a sweet childhood gift 
for His mom.  Excruciating as 
she held him close to say, “ I 
love you son” and to now hear 
silence replace the familiar, “I 
love you too mom!”

Nothing less than excru-
ciating.  Excruciating pain and 
deeply felt grief.   Mary was a 
mother!   A mother who cried 
for the loss of her only son.  A 
mother who did not understand.  
A mother who trusted. A mother 
who did not know about Easter 
Sunday.  A mother who simply 
loved her Son and her God more 
than life itself!   Holy Mary, 
Mother of God, Pray for us Sin-
ners, now and at the hour of our 
death.  Amen.

CNS Photo/Ed Zelachoski, Catholic Accent

Although we have now passed the fifth Sunday of Lent, 
and are looking ahead to Holy Week, my thoughts keep going 
back to the second Sunday of Lent, when we read the gospel 
story about one of my favorite incidents in the life of Jesus:  
the Transfiguration.

I like to speak of the Transfiguration as a “preview of 
coming attractions.”  The Lord Jesus and His disciples were 
making their way to Jerusalem when this manifestation of His 
glory occurred.  The Lord was already walking the road that 
would take Him to the cross when He was transfigured on the 
mountain.  The Transfiguration was a preview of the glory of 
His Resurrection.  To men facing the certainty of His death, it 
provided a window of hope.

When I preached on that gospel story, this year, I spoke 
of the Anglican Book Of Common Prayer, a masterpiece of 
English literature composed by Thomas Cramner, the first 
post – Reformation Archbishop of Canterbury, during the reign 
of the boy – king, Edward VI.  Cramner had a powerful gift of 
poetic expression.  In his funeral rite, he coined the phrase, “in 
the midst of life, we are in death” - - a masterful way of giving 
voice to the boundless grief we feel when a loved one passes 
away.

But, I pointed out in my homily, that phrase “in the midst of 
life, we are in death,” also exposes the inadequacy of Cram-
ner’s theology.  Our Christian faith compels us to go on and 
complete the thought.  Our faith in the Resurrection of Jesus, 
so beautifully prefigured in the mystery of His Transfiguration, 
demands that we say “In the midst of death, we are in life.”  Our 
faith tells us that death is not the end, nor will death emerge 
as the victor.  For God’s faithful people, life is changed, not 
ended.  Life will always be victorious.

Our parish community learned that lesson later that week, 
when a tragic accident took the life of a young man well – 
known to us all.  As members of the parish community rallied 
around his bereaved mother and father, many of them said to 
me “Now I know what your homily was all about.”  In the midst 
of death, we were in life as we came together as a family to 
support one another in the midst of a great grief that devas-
tated many in our community.  The promise, the hope of Res-
urrection loomed large in our hearts, minds and souls as we 
grieved together, prayed together and worked together.  Life 
was changed, not ended.  We understood Transfiguration and 
Resurrection as we never had before.

This has not been an easy Lent in our parish, for many 
reasons.  We are facing the closing of our 125 – year – old 
school building, and are looking for other, appropriate uses 
for that space.  But the strength of a parish is not in the build-
ings it owns and maintains.  The strength of a parish family, 
a true faith community, is in how it witnesses together to the 
truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  We are strong enough to 
face changes in our parish life and ministry because we have 
learned together that in the midst of death, we are in life.  As 
a parish family, we have shown that we know that to be so.

As Lent draws to a close, may the same be true for all of 
you, in all of your parish communities, throughout our Diocese.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- In their first encounter, Pope 
Francis received U.S. President 
Barack Obama at the Vatican 
March 27 for a discussion that 
touched on several areas of 
tension between the Catholic 
Church and the White House, 
including religious freedom and 
medical ethics. 

During an unusually long 
50-minute meeting, the two 
leaders discussed “questions 
of particular relevance for the 
church in (the U.S.), such as the 
exercise of the rights to religious 
freedom, life and conscientious 
objection as well as the issue of 
immigration reform,” the Vati-
can said in statement.

The mentions of religious 
freedom and conscientious ob-
jection presumably referred to 
the contraception mandate in the 
new health care law, which has 
become a major source of con-
flict between the administration 
and the church.

According to the Vatican 
statement, Pope Francis and 
Obama also had an “exchange of 
views on some current interna-
tional themes, and it was hoped 
that in areas of conflict, there 
would be respect for humanitar-
ian and international law and a 
negotiated solution between the 
parties involved.”

In September, Pope Francis 
launched a high-profile cam-
paign against Obama’s proposal 
for military strikes to punish 
the government of President 
Bashar Assad for its presumed 
use of chemical weapons. The 
pope wrote to Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, host of a G-20 
summit, decrying the “futile 
pursuit of a military solution,” 
and a few days later led a prayer 
vigil for peace in Syria that drew 
some 100,000 people to St. Pe-
ter’s Square.

The Vatican did highlight 
two points of harmony with 
Obama in the discussions: immi-
gration reform, on which the ad-

ministration’s position is closer 
to that of U.S. bishops than that 
of the Republican opposition; 
and a “common commitment to 
the eradication of trafficking in 
human persons in the world.”

Later in the day, at a joint 
news conference with Italian 
Prime Minister Matteo Renzi, 
Obama said he had spent the 
“largest bulk of the time” with 
the pope discussing “issues of 
the poor, the marginalized, those 
without opportunity and grow-
ing inequality” and the “chal-
lenges of conflict and how elu-
sive peace is around the world,” 
particularly in the Middle East.

Obama said Pope Francis 
“did not touch in detail” on the 
contraception mandate, but that 
in the president’s subsequent 
meeting with Cardinal Pietro Pa-
rolin, Vatican secretary of state, 
“we discussed briefly the issue 
of making sure that conscience 
and religious freedom was (sic) 
observed in the context of apply-
ing the law.” 

“I pledged to continue to di-
alogue with the U.S. conference 
of bishops to make sure we can 
strike the right balance” on the 
issue, Obama said. 

At the end of their talk, 
Pope Francis gave Obama a 
bound edition of his apostolic 
exhortation “Evangelii Gaudi-
um” (“The Joy of the Gospel”), 
published last November. The 
gift prompted the president to 
respond: “You know, I actually 
will probably read this in the 
Oval Office when I am deeply 
frustrated, and I am sure it will 
give me strength and will calm 
me.”

“I hope,” the pope replied 
with a laugh.

Pope Francis also presented 
Obama with a pair of bronze 
medallions, one commemorat-
ing the 17th-century construc-
tion of the colonnades around St. 
Peter’s Square; another portray-
ing an angel that brings together 
the world’s North and South in 
“solidarity and peace founded 
on justice.”

The president’s gift to the 
pope was a selection of fruit and 

vegetable seeds from the White 
House garden, in a box made 
from reclaimed wood used to 
build Baltimore’s Basilica of the 
National Shrine of the Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
the first Catholic cathedral in the 
United States.

The president’s motorcade 
entered the Vatican a few min-
utes after 10 a.m., under cloudy 
skies with temperatures in the 
low 50s. Archbishop Georg 
Ganswein, prefect of the papal 
household, greeted him in the 
San Damaso Courtyard of the 
Apostolic Palace, then led him 
upstairs to the pope’s private 
library, followed by Obama’s 
entourage, which included U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry; 
Susan Rice, the national security 
adviser, and Ambassador Ken 
Hackett, the U.S. envoy to the 
Holy See.

The pope greeted the presi-
dent outside his library a few 
minutes before the appointed 
time of 10:30.

“Wonderful meeting you, 
I’m a great admirer,” Obama 
told the pope as they shook 
hands.

Inside the library, the two 
leaders sat down on either side 
of the pope’s desk, each with an 
interpreter beside him. Through 
his interpreter, Msgr. Mark 
Miles, the pope, who spoke in 

Pope, President Discuss Religious Freedom,
Life Issues, Immigration At First - Ever Meeting

Spanish, could be heard telling 
the president: “I’d like you to 
feel really at home here.”

After his meeting with the 
pope, Obama met with Cardi-
nal Parolin for more than half 
an hour. Kerry, Rice and Arch-
bishop Dominique Mamberti, 
the Vatican’s foreign minister, 
also participated in that meeting.

The Obama administration 
requires that nearly all health 
insurance plans, including those 
offered by most Catholic univer-
sities and agencies, cover ster-
ilizations, contraceptives and 
some abortion-inducing drugs, 
all of which are forbidden by the 
church’s moral teaching. The 
U.S. bishops have strenuously 
opposed the contraception man-
date and have rejected existing 
exemptions as inadequate.

Legalized abortion and 
embryonic stem-cell research, 
which Obama supports and 
Catholic teaching forbids, have 
also been sources of conflict 
between the president and the 
church since the start of his ad-
ministration, and were among 
the major topics of discussion 
during Obama’s 2009 visit with 
Pope Benedict XVI.

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

CNS Photo/Stefano Spaziani, Pool

POPE AND PRESIDENT:  U.S. President Barack Obama walks 
with Pope Francis during a private audience at the Vatican Thursday, 
March 27.

The Green Path: 
Developing a Shared Ethic for 

Protecting the Planet

Wednesday, April 23, at 7:00 p.m.

Presented by Ibrahim Abdul-Matin, 
consultant, author, former sustainability

advisor for Michael Bloomberg

francis.edu/ethics-lecture-14
814-472-3396

The lecture is free and open to the public

JFK Student Center Auditorium
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CARROLLTOWN SCIENCE FAIR:  Saint Benedict School, Carrolltown, students competed for awards in the school Science Fair. Win-
ners in fourth through eighth grades in the front row are (left to right) Fourth Grade: Isabella Barrett, Brandon McNulty, Aydin Swander, 
Blaine Farabaugh; Fifth Grade: Julie Westrick, Edwin Maykovich, Ethan Cunningham, and Emma Farabaugh. In the back row are Seventh 
Grade: Eric Farabaugh, Nathan Lamb, Kelsey Krug, Julie Snedden; Eighth Grade:  Mariah Farabaugh, Sam Cunningham, Matthew Behe, 
Lauren Dvorchak; and Sixth Grade: Adam Link, Mavrick Farabaugh, Nicholas Witham, Jacob Sharbaugh.

Luddy Scholarship

Altoona:  The Monsignor 
Joseph M. Luddy Scholarship 
Foundation is accepting appli-
cations for its annual awards. 
The following criteria will be 
utilized in the selection process:

1. Applicants must be cur-
rent or former residents of Blair 
County, Pennsylvania.

2. Financial need, estab-
lished scholastic achievement 
and faculty recommendations 
will be considered.

3. Attendance or accep-
tance into a graduate education 
program in the fields of social 
work or the Roman Catholic 
priesthood. The social work pro-
gram must be accredited by the 
Council on Social Work Educa-
tion and the priesthood - training 
program must be sanctioned by 
the Roman Catholic Church.

Application forms are avail-
able at colleges and universities 
in Pennsylvania and surrounding 
states. Students may also obtain 
scholarship application forms 
from the Monsignor Joseph M. 
Luddy Scholarship Foundation 
c/o The Greater Altoona Jewish 

In The
Alleghenies

Federation 1308 17th Street, Al-
toona, PA 16601. Completed ap-
plications and transcripts are to 
be submitted by Thursday, May 
1. Announcement of the award 
will be made in July.

The Foundation was estab-
lished as a memorial to Monsi-
gnor Luddy’s work in the fields 
of social services and the Ro-
man Catholic priesthood. He 
was serving as the Director of 
Catholic Social Service for the 

Altoona - Johnstown Diocese 
as well as Chaplain at Garvey 
Manor at the time of his death 
in 1984.

The intent of the Founda-
tion is to offer an annual scholar-
ship award. Individuals, frater-
nal, and civic organizations who 
wish to donate to the Foundation 
can send their tax deductible 
contributions to the Monsignor 
Joseph M. Luddy Scholarship 
Foundation c/o The Greater Al-

 Carmelite Community of the Word 
12th Annual Paschal Festival 

 
Friday, April 25, 2014 
 
Holy Name Parish Hall 
500 N. Julian St.  
Ebensburg, PA 

 

Dinner, Silent Auction, 
Entertainment 
 

Featuring  
The Singing McGuire Brothers   
Bill and Mike McGuire, natives of Cresson, Pa   
are back by popular demand to entertain you with  
their musical talent and variety show!    

For tickets or more information, contact: CCW Incarnation Center, 
394 Bem Rd., Gallitzin, PA 16641 Phone: 814-886-4098 

Doors open at 5:45 p.m.  
Social 6:00 p.m. 
Dinner 6:30 p.m.  

Entertainment 7:30 p.m.   Tickets: Adult $30 
Children 13 & under $15 
Deadline for Tickets April 11 

 

 

We Make Fundraising & Festivals Easy!
Here Is A Sampling Of What We Have To Offer:

• Chicken
• Charcoal
• Hams
• Rolls

• Pit BBQ Racks
• Turkeys
• Deli Meats & Cheeses
• Side Dishes
and so much more!

CALL FOR DETAILS...

800-446-5377

toona Jewish Federation 1308 
17th Street, Altoona, PA 16601.

Life And Justice

Poverty Workshop

Cresson:  Jesus calls us to 
care for the poor in our society.  
But how do we answer his call?  
What does it mean to care for the 
poor?   Is it enough to donate to 

the local food pantry?  Or give to 
the collection at Mass?   Both of 
those actions support the work 
of others who are caring for the 
poor, but is it really all that we 
can do?  

Caring for the poor means 
understanding those who live 
in poverty first.  Caring for the 
poor means lifting people out of 
poverty.  

Prices are ALL-INCLUSIVE w/  
Airfare from anywhere in the  

continental USA  

Trips to Scotland, France, Ireland, 
Shrines of Europe and much more.. 

ranging from  $3,599—$4,899. 

Italy/Switzerland: Jun 7-19, Jun 
14-26, Jun 19-Jul 1, Jun 26-Jul 8, ... 
Italy: Jun 7-15, Jun 14-22, Jun 21-29, 
Jun 28-Jul 6, Jul 5-13, Aug 30-Sep 7... 
Holy Land/Italy: Jun 2-15, Jun 9-
22, Jun 16-29, Jun 23-Jul 6...  
Holy Land: Jun 2-12, Jun 9-19, Jun 
16-26, Jun 23-Jul 3, Jul 2-12… 
Ireland/Scotland: Jun 7-19, Jun 
14-26, Jun 21-Jul 3, Jun 23-Jul 5… 
Poland: Jun 7-18, Jun 15-26... 

Call us 24/7 

855-842-8001 | 814-479-4165  
Carmela Manago - Executive Director  

www.proximotravel.com 
email: carmela@proximotravel.com 

(Continued From Page 3.)

(Continued On Page 15.)
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A Financial Report
To The People Of The

Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
 
In this edition of The Catholic Register, we are providing you an annual report on the finances of the 
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown for the fiscal year ending on June 30, 2013. And, once again, the certified 
public accounting firm of Reilly, Creppage & Co., Inc., has given us an unqualified opinion as to our 
financial management. 
 
This is a time of great excitement and opportunity in the universal Church, and certainly here in the Dio-
cese of Altoona-Johnstown. Recently, I announced a new model for Catholic education, which includes 
organizing our 20 elementary schools within four quadrants. The goal of this arrangement is to keep our 
Catholic schools available, accessible, and affordable for years to come by sharing resources and work-
ing together to meet the challenges of operating efficiently and effectively.

I am happy to share with you exciting news regarding vocations in our Diocese. When I arrived three 
years ago, there was only one seminarian in formation for the Priesthood. Today, four men are in semi-
nary formation, and several young men are in the process of applying for admission to the seminary. In 
fact, the diocesan Director of Vocations, Father Matthew Reese, and I are currently in contact with about 
30 young men who are considering a priestly vocation. I have also spoken to many young women ex-
ploring the possibility of religious life. Indeed, the Holy Spirit is at work as these individuals and others 
prayerfully discern how the Lord is calling them to fulfill their vocation in life.
 
This past year has also seen significant progress in the Cause for Canonization for the Servant of God 
Demetrius Gallitzin. We concluded the Diocesan phase of the inquiry last fall, and now the Roman phase 
of the Cause is underway. Other ministries continue to thrive, as well, thanks to your support. The Office 
of Youth Ministry celebrates our faith with more and more teens every year through events including 
Camp Timothy, Camp Zacchaeus, Junior High Youth Day, and the Senior High Youth Conference (SHY-
CON). Through our Christian Initiation ministry, we welcome men, women, and children who have said 
“yes” to the Lord’s call to full communion in the Catholic Church.  
 
As you can see, God’s grace is at work in our Diocese. Challenges remain, however. We are in the midst 
of a year of Pastoral Planning during which we recall Pope Francis’ message to journey with God in our 
life; to build His Church here on earth; and to profess His Good News. Together, you and I will take this 
opportunity to look toward the future and ensure the strength and growth of our Diocesan Church while 
always being good stewards of the valuable resources entrusted to us. 
 
As we continue on our Lenten journey and prepare for Christ’s glorious resurrection at Easter, I thank 
you, as always, for your prayers and support. May the Lord richly bless you and the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown.
 
Sincerely in Christ,
  

Most Rev. Mark L. Bartchak
Bishop of Altoona-Johnstown
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UPMC's Doctors and Hospitals Accept ALL

You’ve worked hard to reach retirement — a time when you can focus on the important things in life. And staying  
healthy is key to doing what you’ve always wanted. 

to worry whether their UPMC doctors will accept their Medicare plan.

They will. 

UPMC’s doctors and hospitals accept ALL local Medicare plans — even Highmark’s. And we’re committed to accepting

them for years to come.

Have questions? UPMC is always here to help. Just call our toll-free Senior Info Line at 855.946.8762.

UPMC understands the importance of keeping a close relationship with your doctor. That’s why seniors will never have  

Local Medicare Plans — Even Highmark's.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- Although he served as pope 
for less than five years, Blessed 
John XXIII left one of the most 
lasting legacies in the Catholic 
Church’s history by convening 
the Second Vatican Council.

A plump, elderly, smiling 
Italian of peasant origins, the 
future pope had an illustrious 
career as a papal diplomat in 
Bulgaria, Turkey and postwar 
France.

He became pope amid the 
dismantling of colonialism, the 
rise of the Cold War and on the 
cusp of a technological trans-
formation unlike anything the 
world had seen since the Indus-
trial Revolution.

Citing the Holy Spirit as his 
source of inspiration, he called 
the Second Vatican Council to 
help the church confront the rap-
id changes and mounting chal-
lenges unfolding in the world 
-- and, by inviting non-Catholics 
to the council, to work toward 
Christian unity.

much effort as pope to try to 
recover the unity lost over the 
centuries. It was Blessed John 
who, as pope in 1960, created 
the Vatican’s office for promot-
ing Christian unity.

With his humility, gentle-
ness and active courage, he 
reached out like the Good Shep-
herd to the marginalized and the 
world, visiting the imprisoned 
and the sick, and welcoming 
people from every nation and 
faith.

He visited many parishes 
in Rome, especially in the city’s 
growing suburbs. His contact 
with the people and his open 
display of personal warmth, 
sensitivity and fatherly kindness 
earned him the nickname, “the 
Good Pope.”

Blessed John brought a 
humble yet charismatic, per-
sonal style to papacy. He placed 
great importance on his modest 
upbringing in a village about 25 
miles northeast of Milan, say-
ing: “I come from the country, 
from poverty” that he said was 
“happy and blessed poverty -- 
not cursed, not endured.”

Born in Sotto il Monte, It-
aly, in 1881, Angelo Giuseppe 
Roncalli was one of 13 children 
in a family of sharecroppers. 
He entered the minor seminary 
at the age of 11 and was sent to 
Rome to study at the age of 19.

He was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1904 and, after 
several years as secretary to 
the bishop of Bergamo, he was 
called to the Vatican. In 1925 he 
began serving as a Vatican dip-
lomat, first posted to Bulgaria, 
then to Greece and Turkey and, 
finally, to France. He was named 
a cardinal and patriarch of Ven-
ice in 1953.

After more than five years 
as patriarch of Venice, then-Car-
dinal Roncalli was elected pope 
Oct. 28, 1958.

He died of cancer June 3, 
1963.

Blessed John was beatified 
in 2000, by Blessed John Paul II, 
with whom he will be canonized 
April 27.

CNS Photo/Catholic Press Photo

BLESSED POPE JOHN XXIII

Short Pontificate, Long Impact:  Blessed John XXIII
Launched Many Church Reforms

By Catholic News Service

As pope from 1958 to 1963, 
Blessed John launched an exten-
sive renewal of the church when 
he convoked the council, which 
set in motion major reforms 
with regard to the church and its 
structure, the liturgy, ecumen-
ism, social communication and 
Eastern churches.

After the initial session’s 
close in 1962, he set up a com-
mittee to direct council activities 
during the nine-month recess. 
Subsequent sessions -- the final 
one ended in December 1965 -- 
produced documents on the role 
of bishops, priestly formation, 
religious life, Christian educa-
tion, the laity and interreligious 
dialogue.

He produced a number of 
historic encyclicals, including 

“Mater et Magistra” on Chris-
tian social doctrine and “Pacem 
in Terris,” issued in 1963 at the 
height of the Cold War, on the 
need for global peace and jus-
tice.

He established the Pontifi-
cal Commission for the Revi-
sion of the Code of Canon Law, 
which oversaw the updating of 
the general law of the church af-
ter the Second Vatican Council, 
culminating in publication of the 
new code in 1983.

Before he was elected pope, 
he served as a Vatican diplomat. 
His work in Bulgaria and Tur-
key put the future pope in close 
contact with many Christians 
who were not in full commu-
nion with the Catholic Church 
and inspired him to dedicate so 

St. Peregrine Shrine

At the Church of
The Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

1127 McKinley Avenue, Johnstown PA 15905-4323

Saint Peregrine is the Patron Saint 
of Cancer Sufferers.

He is a powerful intercessor with 
God for all those who are seeking 
good health.

Saint Peregrine (1260-1345) was 
a Servite Friar canonized in 1726. 
His feast is May 1.

Father Barry Baroni and the faith community at Visitation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish Invite you to send your 
prayer intentions to the new Shrine of Saint Peregrine at 
their parish church. The suggested donation for a candle to 
burn at the Shrine is $3.00; a novena booklet may be ob-
tained for $1.00. All intentions will be remembered at every 
Mass celebrated at the parish for a period of 30 days.

Please remember my intentions at the Shrine:

Name: _____________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

Intention: __________________________________

___________________________________________

Although he served as pope for less than five 
years, Blessed John XXIII left one of the most 
lasting legacies in the Catholic Church’s his-
tory by convening the Second Vatican Coun-
cil.
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- 
Blessed John Paul II, who will 
be canonized April 27, was one 
of the most forceful moral lead-
ers of the modern age.

He brought a philosopher’s 
intellect, a pilgrim’s spiritual 
intensity and an actor’s flair for 
the dramatic to his role as head 
of the universal church for more 
than 26 years.

The Polish pope was a tire-
less evangelizer and forceful 
communicator, speaking to mil-
lions in their own languages. But 
toward the end of his life, his 
powers of speech faltered with 
his worsening illness, which left 

him often unable to even mur-
mur a blessing.

The first non-Italian pope 
in 455 years, Blessed John Paul 
became a spiritual protagonist in 
two global transitions: the fall of 
European communism, which 
began in his native Poland in 
1989, and the passage to the 
third millennium of Christianity.

As pastor of the universal 
church, he jetted around the 
world, taking his message to 
129 countries in 104 trips out-
side Italy -- including seven to 
the United States.

Within the church, the pope 
was just as vigorous and no less 
controversial. He disciplined 
dissenting theologians, excom-
municated self-styled “tradi-
tionalists,” and upheld often 

unpopular church positions like 
its opposition to artificial birth 
control. At the same time, he 
pushed Catholic social teaching 
into relatively new areas such as 
bioethics, international econom-
ics, racism and ecology.

In his later years, the pope 
moved with difficulty, tired eas-
ily and was less expressive, all 
symptoms of the nervous system 
disorder of Parkinson’s disease. 
Yet he pushed himself to the 
limits of his physical capabili-
ties, convinced that such suffer-
ing was itself a form of spiritual 
leadership.

He led the church through a 
heavy program of soul-search-
ing events during the Great Ju-
bilee of the Year 2000, fulfilling 
a dream of his pontificate. His 
long-awaited pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land that year took him 
to the roots of the faith and dra-
matically illustrated the church’s 
improved relations with Jews. 
He also presided over an unprec-
edented public apology for the 
sins of Christians during darker 
chapters of church history, such 
as the Inquisition and the Cru-
sades.

His social justice encyc-
licals, including his landmark 
document, the apostolic letter 
“Novo Millennio Ineunte” (“At 
the Beginning of the New Mil-
lennium”), made a huge impact, 
addressing the moral dimensions 
of human labor, the widening 
gap between rich and poor and 
the shortcomings of the free-
market system. He called for a 
“new sense of mission’’ to bring 
Gospel values into every area of 
social and economic life. At the 
pope’s request, the Vatican pub-
lished an exhaustive compendi-
um of social teachings in 2004.

As a manager, he set direc-
tions but often left policy details 
to top aides. His reaction to the 
mushrooming clerical sex abuse 
scandal in the United States un-
derscored his governing style: 
He suffered deeply, prayed at 
length and made brief but force-
ful statements emphasizing the 
gravity of such sins by priests. 
He convened a Vatican-U.S. 
summit to address the problem, 
but let his Vatican advisers and 
U.S. church leaders work out the 
answers. In the end, he approved 
changes that made it easier to la-
icize abusive priests.

 The pope approved a 
universal catechism as one rem-
edy for doctrinal ambiguity. He 
also pushed church positions 
further into the public forum. In 
the 1990s he urged the world’s 
bishops to step up their fight 
against abortion and euthanasia, 
saying the practices amounted 
to a modern-day “slaughter of 
the innocents.” His sharpened 
critique of these and other “anti-
family” policies helped make 
him Time magazine’s choice for 
Man of the Year in 1994.

The pope was a cautious 
ecumenist, insisting that real 
differences between religions 
and churches not be covered up. 
Yet he made several dramatic 
gestures, including: launching 
a Catholic-Orthodox theologi-
cal dialogue in 1979; visiting a 
Rome synagogue in 1986; host-
ing world religious leaders at a 
“prayer summit” for peace in 
1986; and traveling to Damas-
cus, Syria, in 2001, where he 
became the first pontiff to visit 
a mosque.

To his own flock, he brought 
continual reminders that prayer 
and the sacraments were cru-
cial to being a good Christian. 
He held up Mary as a model of 
holiness for the whole church, 
updated the rosary with five new 
“Mysteries of Light” and named 
more than 450 new saints.

The pope lived a deep 
spiritual life -- something that 
was not easily translated by the 
media. Yet in earlier years, this 
pope seemed made for modern 
media, and his pontificate has 
been captured in some lasting 
images, like huddling in a pris-
on-cell conversation with his 
would-be assassin, Mehmet Ali 
Agca, who shot the pope in St. 
Peter’s Square May 13, 1981.

Karol Jozef Wojtyla was 
born May 18, 1920, in Wado-
wice, a small town near Krakow, 
in southern Poland. He lost his 
mother at age 9, his only brother 
at age 12 and his father at age 
20.

An accomplished actor in 
Krakow’s underground theater 
during the war, he changed paths 
and joined the clandestine semi-
nary after being turned away 
from a Carmelite monastery 
with the advice: “You are des-
tined for greater things.”

CNS Photo/Joe Rimkus Jr.

BLESSED POPE JOHN PAUL II

Blessed John Paul II
Brought Moral Force,

Intellect And Flair 
To World Stage

By Catholic News Service

Following theological and 
philosophical studies in Rome, 
he returned to Poland for par-
ish work in 1948, spending 
weekends on camping trips with 
young people. When named 
auxiliary bishop of Krakow in 
1958 he was Poland’s youngest 
bishop, and he became archbish-
op of Krakow in 1964. He also 
came to the attention of the uni-
versal church through his work 
on important documents of the 
Second Vatican Council.

Though increasingly re-
spected in Rome, Cardinal Woj-
tyla was a virtual unknown when 
elected pope Oct. 16, 1978. In 
St. Peter’s Square that night, he 
set his papal style in a heartfelt 
talk -- delivered in fluent Italian, 
interrupted by loud cheers from 
the crowd.

After more than 26 years as 
pope, Blessed John Paul died at 
the age of 84 at the Vatican April 
2, 2005, the vigil of Divine Mer-
cy Sunday.

Divine Mercy Sunday had 
special significance for Blessed 
John Paul, who made it a church-
wide feast day to be celebrated 
a week after Easter. He was be-
atified by Pope Benedict XVI on 
Divine Mercy Sunday, May 1, 
2011, and will be canonized by 
Pope Francis on the same feast 
day, April 27, 2014, together 
with Blessed John XXIII, the 
pope Blessed John Paul beati-
fied in 2000.

$4,299 ALL-INCLUSIVE w/  
Airfare from anywhere in the  

continental USA—Call us 24/7 

814-479-4165 
855-842-8001  

Carmela Manago 
Executive Director  

www.proximotravel.com 
email: carmela@ 
proximotravel.com 

Ireland’s  
Croke Park Classic 

Aug 23-Sept 3, 2014 

12 day tour includes:  
Our Lady of Knock •  

Galway •  Killarney • Cliffs of 
Moher • Cork...and, of course, 

Dublin on Game Day! 

UCF 
Knights 

PSU 
Nittany 
Lions 
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WWCP - TV FOX Channel 8

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will include:

April 13 - -  Serra Club members Louise Fisher and Mary 
Beyer preview the annual Bishop’s Night for Vocations.

April 20 - - On this Easter Sunday, Kevin and Jen Sheridan, 
members of Saint Clement Parish in Johnstown, share their 
inspirational story of choosing life for their young son.

NEW YORK (CNS) -- 
A classic bit of impertinence 
from 19th-century German phi-
losopher Friedrich Nietzsche 
notwithstanding, it seems that 
“God’s Not Dead” (Freestyle).

While that may be a wel-
come piece of news to those who 
were entertaining any doubts, 
the message movie that endeav-
ors to proclaim such reassurance 
from the big screen turns out to 
be earnest but ineffective.

Pity poor college freshman 
Josh Wheaton (Shane Harper). 
No sooner does Josh stroll onto 
the picturesque campus of his 
new university than he encoun-
ters Professor Radisson (Kevin 
Sorbo), the militantly atheistic 
faculty member who presides 
over the introductory philoso-

phy course for which committed 
believer Josh has ill-advisedly 
registered.

Nearly the first order of 
business in Radisson’s class is 
for each student to write out, 
sign and pass to the end of the 
row the succinct formula: “God 
is dead.” Not surprisingly, Josh 
demurs; astoundingly, no one 
else in the packed lecture hall 
seems to have the least objection 
to fulfilling so flagrantly inap-
propriate a requirement.

Josh’s stand-out obstinacy 
drives his infuriated instructor 
to challenge him to a multipart 
debate on the subject of the Al-
mighty’s existence, with Josh’s 
classmates as the jury and the 
lad’s grade for the course hang-
ing in the balance.

Josh takes up the gauntlet, 
despite the active discourage-
ment of his believing but ambi-
tious girlfriend Kara (Cassidy 
Gifford), who thinks he should 

go with the flow to avoid ruining 
their perfect future together. He 
is pre-law, after all.

So the stage is set for a rath-
er dreary exchange of views -- 
angry on Radisson’s side, meek 
but steadfast on Josh’s -- during 
which such names as Charles 
Darwin and Stephen Hawking 
get bandied about for one side’s 
benefit or the other’s. Josh -- no 
flat-Earther he -- insists that both 
the Big Bang theory and the 
hurried pace of early evolution 
weigh on the side of a Creator 
and correspond to the symbolic 
details contained in the Book of 
Genesis. 

Subplots abound around 
this core story. One involves 
strictly brought-up Muslim lass 
Ayisha (Hadeel Sittu). Though 
she dislikes the headscarf her 
traditionalist father makes her 
wear, and ditches it as soon as 
he drops her off on campus each 
morning, her inclusion in the 
movie seems, initially, to hold 
out the hope that the filmmak-
ers are taking a broad view, and 
that believers of all stripes are 
eventually to be seen rallying to 
the cause. Take that, Professor 
Radisson!

Alas, not a bit of it. Ayisha 
harbors a secret, one that only 
reinforces the rigid presupposi-
tions on offer here.

Other characters being 

made to conform to the script’s 
cramped and caricatured world-
view include crassly material-
istic business exec Mark (Dean 
Cain), his hippy-dippy main 
squeeze Amy (Trisha LaFache) 
and Josh’s fellow student and 
newfound pal, People’s Repub-
lic of China-bred Martin (Paul 
Kwo) -- to whom any mention 
of matters divine apparently 
comes as a shock.

On the side of the angels, 
meanwhile, lurk the local min-
ister, Rev. Dave (David A.R. 
White), his missionary best 
friend, Rev. Jude (Benjamin 
Ochieng), as well as Radisson’s 
beleaguered (and possibly live-
in) love interest Mina (Cory 
Oliver), a semi-closeted Chris-
tian for whose timidly proffered 
ideas her companion has only 
scorn.

CNS Photo/Icon Media Group

GOD’S NOT DEAD:  Willie and Korie Robertson star in the movie “God’s Not Dead.” The Catholic 
News Service classification is A-II -- adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of America 
rating is PG -- parental guidance suggested. Some material may not be suitable for children.

There might be the kernel 
of an intriguing documentary 
buried within director Harold 
Cronk’s stacked-deck drama, 
given the extent of real-life aca-
demic hostility toward religion. 
But even faith-filled moviegoers 
will sense the claustrophobia of 
the echo chamber within which 
this largely unrealistic picture 
unfolds.

The film contains mature 
themes, brief domestic violence, 
a potentially upsetting accident 
scene and vaguely implied co-
habitation. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II 
-- adults and adolescents. The 
Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG -- paren-
tal guidance suggested. Some 
material may be not suitable for 
children.

‘God’s Not Dead,’
But This Movie Doesn’t

Help His Cause
By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service
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All this and more will be the 
topic of the diocesan Commis-
sion for Life and Justice’s work-
shop: Bridges out of Poverty.  

Last fall, participants of the 
poverty simulation were able 
to “walk in the shoes” of a per-
son living in poverty and see 
what life is like in poverty.  The 
hands-on, interactive Bridges 
out of Poverty Workshop, will 
open our minds to the culture 
of poverty – to enable us to see 
poverty in a new lens and pro-
vide us with resources to eradi-
cate poverty in our communi-
ties.  With that new lens and a 
new understanding, we will be 
empowered to create a positive 
impact on the lives of those liv-
ing in poverty – providing them 
with a hand-up, not a hand out.  

As always, the day included 
fun and games. 

For the third consecu-
tive year, Bishop Mark, Dioc-
esan priests, and religious order 
priests heard Confessions.

And new this year, students 
from each parish or school made 
a scrapbook-style poster, which 
they signed and hung on the 
wall.  

For Anna DeRubeis, Junior 
High Youth Day is an opportu-
nity to share her Catholic faith 
with peers from throughout the 
Diocese.

“I feel like young people my 
age often want to stay home and 
want to stay on their phones and 
not talk to others,” said the Saint 
Mark, Altoona, parishioner. “I 
think this is a really good oppor-
tunity to talk to different people 
and make friends because you 
share similar beliefs.”

Added Swope, “It’s impor-
tant for the students to deepen 
their relationship with Jesus, 
but also to come together and 
let that faith grow outside of just 
their parish.” 

Father Mark S. Begly, pas-
tor of Our Mother of Sorrows 
Parish in Johnstown and vicar 
forane of the Johnstown Dean-
ery, will be the keynote speaker 
at the 16th annual Bishop’s 
Night for Vocations Dinner.  A 
priest of the Altoona – John-
stown Diocese since 1984, Fa-
ther Begly, in addition to his 
leadership in all of the organiza-
tions of the parish and school, 
also  teaches a course on Priestly 
Spirituality at Saint Vincent 
Seminary in Latrobe.  Before 
being assigned to Our Mother of 
Sorrows in July 2010, he served 
for nine years as pastor of Saint 
John the Evangelist Parish in Al-
toona.  

Bishop’s Night for Voca-
tions is a joint effort of the Di-
ocesan Vocation Office and the 
Serra Clubs of Cambria County 
and Altoona.  Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak, will be the host for the 
evening.   Student winners of 
the contests in essay, poetry and 
prose, sponsored by the Dioce-
san Vocation office, will receive 
their awards at the event.

The dinner will be held on 
Wednesday, May 7 at Our Lady 
of Loretto Community Hall in 
Loretto, with a social at 5:30 
p.m., followed by dinner and 
program at 6:00 p.m.  Tickets 
for the event may be obtained by 
sending a $30.00 check to Joyce 
Dailey, Bishop’s Night Trea-
surer, 500 Diamond Boulevard, 
Johnstown PA 15905.  Checks 
are to be made payable to the 
Serra Club of Cambria County.   
All seats are reserved     Dead-
line for requests is Thursday, 
April 25.

FATHER MARK S. BEGLY

Father Begly Is
Bishop’s Night

Speaker

Divine Mercy Novena
April 18-April 28 Saint Francis Xavier Parish

211 Powell Avenue, Cresson

All who seek God’s Mercy for themselves, for their loved ones and for the whole 
world are invited to Saint Francis Xavier Church in Cresson to participate in The 
Divine Mercy Novena. This novena, which focuses on the power of Jesus’ Passion, 
Death and Resurrection, begins on Good Friday, April 18.

Jesus told St. Faustina: “Encourage souls to place great trust in My fathomless 
mercy. Let the weak, sinful soul have no fear to approach Me, for even if it had 
more sins than there are grains of sand in the world, all will be drowned in the 
unmeasurable depths of My Mercy.” (Diary 1059).

Good Friday
7:00 PM Novena Prayers, Chaplet & Reflection

Holy Saturday
3:00 PM Novena Prayers, Chaplet & Reflection

Easter Sunday
7:00 PM Novena Prayers, Chaplet & Reflection

Monday-Saturday
7:00 PM Novena Prayers, Chaplet & Mass

Divine Mercy Sunday
8:00 AM  & 10:30 AM Masses

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
www.gazetteprinters.com

Your local connection to great printing.

 • Easily raise to a standing position
 • Gently lower to a seated position
 • “Full Napper” position
 • Exceptional lumbar support
 • Superior leg extension

 1-800-233-0915 • www.walnutmedical.com

 Give Your Loved One The Comfort of
 a LIFT CHAIR this  Easter !

 226 Main Street
 Johnstown, PA 15901

 Free Heat & 
 Massage
 Available 

 Select Models.

 6
 Convienent 
 Locations!

In The
Alleghenies

(Continued From Page 6.)

Junior High Day
(Continued From Page 16.)

The workshop will be at 
Mount Aloysius College on Sat-
urday, April 12 from 9:00 a.m. – 
12:00 p.m. with lunch at noon.  
Doors open at 8:30 a.m. with a 
light breakfast.  Registration is 
$15.00.  Cost includes all mate-
rials, breakfast food and lunch.  

To register, send payment, 
with your name, address, email 
and phone number to Commis-
sion for Life and Justice 5379 
Portage Street, Lilly Pa 15938 
or by calling (814) 886 - 5551.

Prayer

Retreat

Gallitzin:  The Carmelite 
Community of the Word is con-
ducting a retreat, “Breathe In 
Me, Holy Spirit,” Friday, May 2, 
at 7:00 p.m.  to Saturday, May 3 
at 3:00 p.m.  Conferences, pri-
vate and communal prayer, and 
time for private reflection, as 
well as opportunity for spiritual 

direction will be included.  Do-
nation is $45.00, and includes 
two meals, overnight lodging in 
a private room, and materials. 
Pre-registration is required by 
Tuesday, April 29; $10.00 non 
- refundable deposit due with 
registration. 

Sessions are held at Incar-
nation Center, 394 Bem Road.  
To register, get directions, or for 
more information, call (814) 886 
- 4098.  
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Did you ever see the movie 
“Diary Of A Wimpy Kid”?

It is a comedy, but it deals 
with an issue that is no laugh-
ing matter, said Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak to sixth, seventh, and 
eighth grade students gathered 
for the annual Junior High Youth 
Day.

The film is about an eleven 
year old boy named Greg who 
lost his best friend because Greg 
was more concerned about him-
self and being popular.

The Bishop recalled watch-
ing the movie recently with his 
nieces and nephews. 

“The moral of that story is 
that if you take advantage of oth-
ers and use them, you are prob-
ably going to experience nega-
tive consequences,” he warned. 
“The more that you take away 
from others, the more you will 
end up losing what you want and 
who you are.”

Bishop Mark’s message 
stemmed from the theme of 
Junior High Youth Day 2014, 
“What Would You Do for Your 
Friends? Take Up Your Cross 
and Follow Me.”

According to Francine 
Swope, coordinator of the Office 
of Youth Ministry and principle 
organizer of the event, the idea 
comes from the scripture read-

ing about laying down your life 
for a friend.

“Jesus is our friend and He 
laid down his life for us, so we 
have to take up our cross and 
be Jesus for others,” she said. 
“Could we lay down our lives 
for our friends?”

Referring to the Gospel 
story of the day, Bishop Mark 
mentioned the meeting between 
Jesus and the Samaritan woman. 

He noted that Samaritans 

and Jewish people did not as-
sociate. 

“This Gospel story tells us 
that Jesus went there to make 
new friends with people who 
would never expect to be friends 
with a Jewish person,” Bishop 
Mark said. “And Jesus went 
there to make new friends with 
people who would never ex-
pect to meet the Son of God this 
way.”

The meeting between the 
two, said the Bishop, teaches us 

Junior High Youth Day Participants Challenged
To Seek Friendship With Jesus

JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH DAY:  Bishop Mark L. Bartchak poses with a group from Saint Francis 
Xavier Parish in Cresson at Junior High Youth Day on Sunday, March 23. Almost 300 students from 28 
parishes and schools participated in the day - long event. 

ways we can deepen our friend-
ship with the Lord, including 
daily prayer, inviting Jesus to be 
part of our lives, and introducing 
Him to other young people.

“You don’t do it to brag so 
that you can be popular,” he add-
ed. “You do it because you know 
that the Lord Jesus is the only 
friend who can give as much of 
Himself to everyone as he gives 
to you. A lot of time, friendship 
can be very exclusive. And a lot 
of times those exclusive friend-

ships really don’t make you 
happy. The love and friendship 
that we find in Jesus is inclusive. 
It is supposed to be shared with 
others.”

Held at Bishop Carroll 
Catholic High School in Ebens-
burg, about 300 students from 
28 parishes and schools partici-
pated in Junior High Youth Day, 
Swope said.

Besides Mass with the 
Bishop, the day included two 
keynote addresses by national-
ly-recognized speaker Bob Per-
ron, the so-called STOOGE-4-
CHRIST.

Perron drove home the mes-
sage that Jesus is our friend so 
much so that He died on the 
cross for us, and we have to give 
back the love He showed for us 
to others.

Students gave Perron rave 
reviews.

“He can connect with kids 
easily and help you understand 
Jesus is your real father, and 
He’s there whenever you’re in 
trouble,” said Juliana Smeddler, 
a member of Saint Benedict Par-
ish in Carrolltown.

“He motivated you to get 
closer to God,” added Abby Far-
abaugh, also a Saint Benedict 
parishioner.

(Continued On Page 15.)
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