		                     RITE OF BLESSING 
Explanatory Notes:
(1) 	The RITE OF BLESSING is celebrated at the parish in the fall at a 	 gathering, after a Teen (s) has/have submitted their Commitment to Discipleship form and met with their Mentor for the first time. If the Rite takes place outside of Mass, if necessary, the Rite could be led by a person other than the Pastor, Administrator, Parochial Vicar or Deacon. The prayer leader can be a lay leader with permission: Director of Religious Education or Coordinator of the Confirmation process.  
(2) 	If the RITE OF BLESSING is at the conclusion of a Teen/Mentor/Parent gathering the prayer leader should begin with the Sign of the Cross, include the invitation to sing a hymn in praise of the Holy Spirit, and proclaim an appropriate reading from scripture. The selection of readings can co-me form the Lectionary citations for Confirmation, Numbers 763 through 767 (pgs. 915-925). A short reflection should follow or a silent reflection period on God’s word.
THE RITE OF BLESSING would follow as is printed. Following the Prayer of Blessing, the Rite could conclude with a hymn of praise and thanks.
RITE OF BLESSING during Sunday Mass 				            The Rite is celebrated after the HOMILY by a priest or deacon. It should conclude with the Profession of Faith (Creed) and the Universal Prayer (the 	Prayer of the Faithful), Priests and Deacon are encouraged to tie the Holy Spirit and Confirmation into their homilies.
	Parents/Mentors/Sponsors 	could all be invited to participate.
Parents/Mentors/Sponsors can accompany the Teens in the Opening Procession and be seated in designated reserved pews.  A BRIEF explanation of the Rite should be given to the assembly by the Priest, Deacon, DRE or Confirmation Coordinator begin Mass begins.
 			        RITE OF BLESSING

Prayer Leader: (DRE or Confirmation Coordinator)
	Father/Msgr. _____________________________
I present to you these baptized young Christians who seek to deepen their Christian commitment and become full           members of the Catholic Church by receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. They continue their journey of living their call to follow Christ first received at Baptism.   
Prayer Leader:  (DRE/Confirmation Coordinator reads the names of the Candidates:
Would the candidates, parents and mentors please stand. As the Teens name is called please come forward (to the sanctuary if at Mass).
 
Pastor: Dear parents and mentors (and sponsors)- (if any are       	      present) of these young people, 						    are you willing to undertake the task of guiding these 	    candidates in their formation towards full initiation into 	    the Catholic Church?   

Parents/Mentors                                                                                                                                   (Sponsors):   We are.       
 
Pastor:   Do you promise to support them by your prayers and 	      faithful Christian witness during this time of the            	      preparation process and, also, throughout their lifetime?         Parents/Mentors                                                                                                                                   (Sponsors):   We do.        
Pastor:  	Would the Confirmation Coordinator/Catechists and/or Confirmation Team (name who reflects the roles in your parish)please stand?
	     Are you willing to verify for our parish community that 	     there is a genuine sense of commitment to following 		     Jesus Christ’s way of life within the Roman Catholic 		     Church?
 
Coord./Catechists                                                                                                                                  (Team):	 We are (I am).      
 
Pastor:	Candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation, are you willing to continue the process of Christian Initiation       begun in you at Baptism and continued in the          Eucharist?
 
Candidates:	I am
 
Pastor:	Do you understand that the Sacrament of Confirmation 		is not the completion of your religious education and 		faith formation but rather a mature commitment to 			continue spiritually and intellectually as Christian 			adults?
 
Candidates:	I do.
Pastor:	Then may God bring to completion the good work that 		has begun in Jesus Christ.
		Before the imposition of hands:
The imposition of hands is a liturgical gesture found in the Old Testament, continued in the New Testament, and still used in the Church today.  It expresses identity and solidarity between the one imposing hands and the one receiving the imposition.
Pastor:	I invite everyone present to join in imposing their hands in blessing over the candidates seeking the Sacrament of Confirmation.
		Pastor with hands outstretched over the candidates:
Pastor:	Lord, our God, look with kindness on these young candidates of the Sacrament of Confirmation whom the faithful of the Church commends to your tender care.
		Send your blessing on them so that they may grow in 		Christian maturity and, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 		become Christ’s witnesses in the world, spreading and 		defending the faith.
		We ask this through Christ our Lord.
ALL:		Amen.

Pastor:	I invite everyone present to show affirmation in support 		of the Candidates.  (applaud)              
All return to seats.

IF AT MASS:  “CANDIDATES PLEASE REMAIN STANDING IN THE SANCTUARY 			   FOR THE CREED AND UNIVERSAL PRAYER”
ADD TO: UNIVERSAL PRAYER: 
For the parents, mentors, sponsors catechists and all who have and will be contributing to the spiritual formation of these candidates for the Sacrament of Confirmation, let us pray to the Lord…
For these Confirmation Candidates that they may grow in holiness and love of Jesus Christ during this time preparation, let us pray to the Lord…

Two or more Candidates could be invited to present the Offertory Gifts.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

