RITE OF SENDING
Explanatory Notes:

[image: ]The RITE OF SENDING provides the parish community the opportunity to expresses its joy as the candidates for Confirmation are about to celebrate the Rite of Confirmation. They are sent forth to the celebration of Confirmation, in behalf of the Church to the bishop who is the normal minister and presider at the celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation.
The candidates are sent forth assured of the parish's care and support.
(2) The RITE OF SENDING is celebrated in the parish church at a Sunday Liturgy immediately (or at an anticipated Saturday Vigil Mass) before the scheduled reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation or as close to that date as possible. This occurs after the Determination for Readiness has been concluded.
(3) The Pastor/Deacon and the Director of Religious Education and/ Coordinator of the Confirmation Process are the normal ministers of the RITE OF SENDING.
(4) Candidates and their sponsors should be present. If the sponsor cannot be present the parent or mentor could take their place at the altar.
(5) The RITE OF SENDING occurs AFTER the Homily and is concluded with the Profession Of Faith and Universal Prayer (Prayer of the Faithful)
(6) As in the Rite of Blessing, two Candidates (and their sponsors) could be invited to present the Offertory Gifts. This should be decided in advance.
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RITE OF SENDING
DRE/Confirmation Coordinator:
Father/Msgr. these candidates, whom I now present to you, will be confirmed on:(date of Confirmation) at (place of Confirmation) by Bishop Mark Bartchak, (or other celebrant of Confirmation if necessary)
They have found strength in God's grace and support in our community's prayers and examples. Now they ask that they be recognized for the progress that they have made in their spiritual formation and that they receive the assurance of our blessings as they go forth to be confirmed.
DRE/Confirmation
Coordinator: Will the Candidates and Sponsors please stand.
Candidates for Confirmation, as your name is called, please come forward with your sponsor, or your parent if your sponsor was unable to be present.
DRE/Confirmation Coordinator will read the names of the Candidates.
The adult should have their right hand on the right/left shoulder of the Teen as they approach the altar area and line UP facing the altar, side-by-side, as the pastor begins.
	Pastor:
	My dear friends, these candidates, already one with us by reason of their Baptism in Christ, have asked Bishop Mark (name ) to confirm their initiation into the Church.
Those who know them have judged them to be sincere in their desire. During the preparation process they have listened to the Word of God and endeavored to follow his commands more perfectly. They (he/she) have (has) immersed themselves in acts of service, exhibiting their genuine commitment to live as a disciple of Jesus.
They (he/she) have (has) shared the company of their Christian brothers and sisters in this community and joined them at Sunday Mass.

	Pastor:
	And so I announce to all of you here that our community ratifies their desire to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Therefore, I ask their sponsors to state their opinion, so that all of you may hear,
He addresses the sponsors and/or parents:

	Pastor:
	Sponsors of these teens, as God is your witness,


do you consider these candidates ready to receive the
Sacrament of Confirmation?
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Sponsors/ parents: We do.
When appropriate to the circumstance of a smaller group, or having been reviewed in advance, the celebrant may ask one of the adult leaders or sponsors to briefly testify for the readiness of the candidate (s).
Pastor: I invite everyone present to also show a sign of their approval. (applaud)

Pastor: And now, my dear young people, I address you. Your own sponsors have spoken in your favor and this entire assembly has shown their sign of approval.
The Church, in the name of Christ, accepts their testimony and sends you to Bishop Mark Bartchak to complete your initiation into the Catholic Church, at _________________ (location) on ___________ (date).
(or the name of the extraordinary minster of Confirmation).
ALL RETURN TO THEIR SEATS FOR THE CREED
ADD TO UNIVERSAL PRAYER:
For the Confirmation Candidates whom we are sending forth, that they may be faithful to their calling to build up the kingdom of your Son and be sealed with the promised Holy Spirit on the day of their Confirmation. We pray to the Lord.
PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS:
Two candidates (and their parents/sponsor) could be invited to present the Offertory Gifts. Three candidates should be asked if the monetary collection is included in the normal presentation. This should be decided in advance,
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