
27PROCLAIM  |  FALL/WINTER 2020  |  WWW.DIOCESEAJ.ORG26

Civil discourse
Political discussions, while always contentious, have 

been characterized increasingly by online arguments 
that do no credit to those who engage in them.

In promoting the use of the Civilize it — Dignity 
Beyond the Debate initiative, the bishops call on all 
Catholics to actively work to counter the divisiveness 
that currently permeates U.S. society. 

How do voters choose a candidate?
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB), in Forming Consciences for Faithful 
Citizenship, affirms that, as citizens, “we should be 
guided more by our moral convictions than by our 
attachment to a political party or interest group. When 
necessary, our participation should help transform the 
party to which we belong; we should not let the party 
transform us in such a way that we neglect or deny 
fundamental moral truths or approve intrinsically evil 
acts. We are called to bring together our principles 
and our political choices, our values and our votes, to 
help build a civilization of truth and love.”

The bishops state, “Our purpose is to help Catholics 
form their consciences in accordance with God’s truth. 
We recognize that the responsibility to make choices 
in political life rests with each individual in light of a 
properly formed conscience, and that participation 
goes well beyond casting a vote in a particular election.”  

U.S. Bishops call for 
FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP
A s we prepare for an intensely contested 

national election, Catholics must draw 

on moral principles and the teaching of the 

Church to guide their decision about the 

candidate for whom they will vote. There 

are a number of issues and behaviors that 

are important as we move further into the 

election season.

WHAT THE CHURCH SAYS ABOUT SOME OF 
THE CRITICAL ISSUES IN THIS ELECTION:

The importance and dignity of life 
In a new introductory letter to Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship, 

the bishops declare respect for the dignity of human life the highest priority 
for Catholic citizens. “The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority 
because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary 
of the family, and because of the number of lives destroyed. At the same time, 
we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such 
as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death penalty.”

The bishops also teach us that, “Human life is under direct attack from abortion 
and euthanasia. It is threatened by cloning, embryonic stem cell research, the use 
of the death penalty and the intentional targeting of civilians in war or terrorist 
attacks. Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war.”

Racism
The Catholic Church has condemned racism, and the U.S. Bishops have 

addressed it particularly in their letter, Open Wide our Hearts. In it, they state, 
“... racism still profoundly affects our culture, and it has no place in the Christian 
heart. This evil causes great harm to its victims, and it corrupts the souls of 
those who harbor racist or prejudicial thoughts.

Violence is self-destructive and self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence 
and so much is lost. Let us keep our eyes on the prize of true and lasting change.

Legitimate protests should not be exploited by persons who have different 
values and agendas. Burning and looting communities, ruining the livelihoods of 
our neighbors, does not advance the cause of racial equality and human dignity.

Gender Identity
Speaking on behalf of the bishops, Archbishop Gomez, president of the 

USCCB, said, “I am deeply concerned that the U.S. Supreme Court has effectively 
redefined the legal meaning of ‘sex’ in our nation’s civil rights law. This is an 
injustice that will have implications in many areas of life ...

By erasing the beautiful differences and complementary relationship between 
man and woman, we ignore the glory of God’s creation and harm the human 
family, the first building block of society. Our sex, whether we are male or 
female, is part of God’s plan for creation and for our lives.”

Civilize it — Dignity Beyond the Debate: 
www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it

Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title

Open Wide our Hearts
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf

To read more 
about the 
important 
issues noted in 
this article, visit: Every vote counts.
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