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October 4		27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 	
In the Gospel, as the parable makes it clear, if we choose to not respond, or respond in a negative way, God will find those who do. Jesus calls each of us to share fruit, our God-given talents, with others. Have consumerism and materialism stolen your claim to the vineyard that is your claim to the Kingdom of God here on earth? The good steward does not respond out of guilt. They respond to the needs of every voice that cries out.
Once a person actively commits herself or himself to the first step, to becoming a conscious or intentional steward, the next steps and portions of the stewardship journey will reveal themselves. (Catholic Update, Seven Secrets of Success Stewards, God will point the Way, St. Anthony Messenger Press, August 2002) 

October 11	28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Stewardship is opening our hearts, hands, and schedules to others.  Being available and willing to listen and give our time and love to others shows our willingness to invite others to the banquet table feast in God’s kingdom. Stewardship is on our hearts, but like any other discipline, good stewardship takes time to infuse our total being. 
It is not so much that good stewardship has a learning curve; it is more an experiential curve. Have you taken some real time with God in prayer to make a plan for you and your family to get better in sharing your time, talent and treasure with all those called to the banquet feast?  This week may be the week! (Catholic Update, Seven Secrets of Success Stewards, Realize God will point the Way! St. Anthony Messenger Press, August 2002)

October 18	29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
God does not actually need us to return anything to Him. It’s all His anyway. It is we who need to return some portion of times, talent and treasure as an act of love, of appreciation, of acknowledgement.  Good stewardship is a beautifully spiritual act, and also dangerously contagious. We surely are affected.  
When we see people in our parish leading by example of good stewardship, of not calling attention to their generosity, we are very likely to become “infected.” The practice of good stewardship is enormously attractive and appealing. Does my stewardship each year reflect that I am also as faithful about giving “to God what belongs to God?”  (Catholic Update, Seven Secrets of Success Stewards; It’s Catching! St. Anthony Messenger Press, August 2002)

October 25	30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
A person’s basic worth does not come from anything less than God’s unconditional and respectful love for all of His children. We fulfill the commandment to love our neighbor when we exercise good stewardship, joyfully sharing our gifts of life, abilities, and resources to meet our neighbor’s needs. Good stewardship is an offering to God that in some small but real way mirrors Christ’s own life, and a way to return the Father’s great love. 
The adage that is attributed to Saint Francis, “Preach the Gospel, and use words if necessary,” show others that as good stewards we have taken to heart the deepest part of God’s message, to love our neighbor as our self. This week think about how your actions show others that great love. If they don’t, how can you change that? (Catholic Update, Seven Secrets of Success Stewards; See stewardship as a spiritual act, St. Anthony Messenger Press, August 2002)
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