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                Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown

                                                            Sister Linda LaMagna, CCW
              2713 West Chestnut Avenue

               Altoona, PA  16601 
            (814)742-7894 or (814)934-0699
September 24, 2020
Dear Pastors, Parish Administrators and Deacons, 

I hope that everything worked out well for you with the delay of our Season Five of ‘Arise Together in Christ.’  We do believe that our people will feel more comfortable engaging in their Small Faith Sharing Groups once we are past the Corona Virus. Hopefully we will be by the Easter Season of 2021.
I want to take a few steps back and revisit the survey tool which was sent out to you in early summer.  The evaluation was also sent to Parish Coordinators, Small Group Leaders and Arise Teams.  We were able to gain some valuable impute from the responses received.  Now, we feel it is important to hear from folks that did not participate in Arise but could provide us with valuable input by expressing their thoughts to assist us in our future planning and efforts towards Intentional Discipleship.  
With this in  mind, I would like to ask if you would you consider offering  those who did not participate in Arise, but would have the willingness to share their thoughts, insights, ideas and desires to grow spiritually, so that we can gather as many ideas as possible to begin exploring possible spiritual opportunities for planning for ‘after Arise.’

Faith Sharing seems to have been a profitable experience for most of the people who participated in Arise.  We want to assure that in the future we can provide the tools and the opportunity for this to be ongoing.  We also became aware through some of the evaluations that Faith Sharing doesn’t fit everyone’s spirituality. Thus,  as a diocesan Team, it is our hope to pursue and provide other opportunities for spiritual growth throughout the diocese for those who are seeking something more or who desire to engage in ongoing spiritual growth experiences through programs such as Alpha, Christ Life, Scripture Study, Prayer,  understanding the Mass and much more.   These are some of the recommendations we gleaned so far from those completing the evaluation.  We would now like to hear the voice and recommendations of our everyday parishioners if they are willing to take a few minutes to complete the evaluation and to make recommendations.  The evaluations can be completed and submitted online to help us better calculate the responses or they can be sent to Sr. Linda (address at the top of the page) as a hard copy to be reviewed by our Diocesan Arise Team.   
May I suggest that you encourage your parishioners to participate through a bulletin announcement, which I will provide, as well as through your encouragement. May I recommend that you place the Survey forms in the Vestibule for them to pick up if they plan to take the time to complete it, so that you don’t have to waste paper.  
As always, I am so grateful for you taking the time to help us gather the information.  

Trust that you have a daily remembrance in my prayers and that I am grateful for all that you do to keep the parishes in the Diocese alive and active.  We certainly see how hard you work.  May you receive a special and unique blessing from the Lord.  
In Gratitude, 

Sr. Linda LaMagna CCW

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT:
Evangelization Survey
The diocese's Evangelization Committee is looking beyond the fifth and final Season of the Arise! initiative that will conclude next spring. Even if you have not participated in an Arise small group, your opinion will help the committee identify opportunities for both individual and family spiritual growth. Please visit www.diocese.org/arise to complete the survey online, or ask the parish office for a printed copy if you do not have access to a computer. Surveys will be accepted during the entire month of October.

