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We don’t always get what 
we want, and if we do, it’s not 
always immediately, Bishop 
Mark L. Bartchak reminded the 
gathering at the 49th Annual 
Family Marian Celebration, Eu-
charist and Rosary. “The Lord 
says that the one who has faith 
will live,” he said.

The Celebration was held 
on Sunday, October 2, at Saint 
Benedict Church in Johnstown. 
The theme this year was: “Mary, 
Mother of Mercy: Our Life, Our 
Sweetness and Our Hope.”

The Celebration began with 
the introduction of the Rosary 
by Father David Peles, pastor. 
The Five Glorious Mysteries 
were presented by Fathers An-
thony Petracca, Anthony Francis 
Spilka, Andrew Stanko, Brian 
Warchola and Angelo Patti.

Bishop Mark noted the par-
allel between the first reading 
from Habakkuk and the Gospel 
of Luke. Habakkuk’s prayer is 
of frustration. He complains to 
the Lord that he has been crying 
for help.

“Habakkuk was afraid that 
he would die without finding 
favor with God,” Bishop Mark 
said. “At the end of the reading 
Habakkuk says that the Lord 
answered him and explains that 

there have been some delays, 
but the person who has faith will 
not be disappointed. The Lord 
says that the one who has faith 
will live.”

People get impatient wait-
ing for God to provide. They 
say they are tempted to ignore 
God because it feels like God is 
ignoring them. They want their 

faith increased or answers to 
their prayers, right now.

When Habakkuk asked for 
help and the disciples asked for 
an increase in their faith, they 
were really asking for mercy. 
“They were asking for mercy; 
God’s mercy. And in case you 
are not clear about this, mercy, 
God’s mercy, is about hands - on 

faith,” Bishop Mark explained.
He said most of us think 

about mercy in terms of forgive-
ness of our sins. That’s definitely 
part of it. We pray for that kind 
of mercy at the beginning of 
Mass when we cry out: “Lord 
have mercy; Christ have mercy; 
Lord have mercy.

49th Annual Family Marian Celebration

Bishop:  “God’s Mercy Is About Hands - On Faith”

LEADING IN PRAYER:  Father Brian Warchola, parochial vicar at Saint Benedict Parish, Johnstown and administrator of Saint Michael 
Parish in Saint Michael, led the faithful in praying the Fourth Glorious Mystery of the Rosary, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
during the 49th Annual Family Marian Celebration held Sunday, October 2 at Saint Benedict Church.

Bishop Mark said “From 
the very beginning of this Ex-
traordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, Pope Francis has been 
reminding us that Divine Mercy, 
God’s mercy, and our response 
to that mercy is so much more.

(Continued On Page 10.)
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25, 30, AND 35 YEARS OF SERVICE: (Left to right) First row: Rose Bassaro, Holy 
Name School in Ebensburg; Betty Ann Bensor, Saint Benedict School in Carrolltown; 
Deborah Fisher, Holy Trinity Catholic School in Altoona; Kimberly Lallemand, Saint 
Benedict School; and Michele Kirk, Bishop Carroll Catholic High School in Ebens-
burg. Second row: Jo - Ann Semko, Assistant Director of Education; Bishop Mark; 
William Rhoades, Holy Name School, and Sister of Charity Donna Marie Leiden, 
Director of Education. Absent from photo is Elaine LaRocca, Divine Mercy Catholic 
Academy in Johnstown.

40 YEARS OF SERVICE: (Left to right) First row: John DeFazio, Bishop McCort 
Catholic High School in Johnstown; Patricia Berkey, Divine Mercy Catholic Acad-
emy; Mary Weidenhof, Our Lady of Victory School in State College; and Shirley 
Beldin, Holy Name School. Second row: Jo - Ann Semko; Bishop Mark; and Sister 
Donna Marie Leiden.

45 YEARS OF SERVICE: (Left to right) Jo - Ann Semko; Bishop Mark; Judine 
Hertzog, Holy Name School; and Sister Donna Marie Leiden.

MASTER CATECHISTS: (Left to right) Jo - Ann Semko; Debbie St. Pierre, Saint 
Benedict School; Bishop Mark; Cathleen Lykens, Holy Name School; and Sister Don-
na Marie Leiden.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak celebrated Mass and recognized educators from Catho-
lic schools in the Diocese marking five, ten, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, and 45 years 
of service on Friday, September 23. The Bishop also recognized those achieving the 
status of Master Catechist. The Liturgy and Years of Service Awards were part of the 

Diocese Recognizes Catholic Educators
annual Diocesan Education In-Service. Mauricio Velasquez, MBA, president of The 
Diversity Training Group, delivered the keynote address. The In - Service was held at 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, Altoona.

- - Photos By Tony DeGol
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In The Alleghenies

Diocese Recognizes Catholic Educators
annual Diocesan Education In-Service. Mauricio Velasquez, MBA, president of The 
Diversity Training Group, delivered the keynote address. The In - Service was held at 
Bishop Guilfoyle Catholic High School, Altoona.

- - Photos By Tony DeGol

Foundation

4 - Star Rating

Altoona:  The  Independent 
Catholic Foundation’s (ICF) 
strong financial health and com-
mitment to accountability and 
transparency have earned it a 4 
- star rating from Charity Navi-
gator, America’s largest inde-
pendent charity evaluator.   This 
is the third consecutive time that 
ICF has earned this top distinc-
tion.

Since 2002, using objec-
tive analysis, Charity Navigator 
has awarded only the most fis-
cally responsible organizations a 
4 - star rating. In 2011, Charity 
Navigator added 17 metrics, fo-
cused on governance and ethical 
practices as well as measures of 
openness, to its ratings method-
ology.  These Accountability & 
Transparency metrics, which ac-
count for 50 percent of a char-

ity’s overall rating, reveal which 
charities operate in accordance 
with industry best practices and 
whether they are open with their 
donors and stakeholders.  On 
June 1, 2016, they upgraded 
their methodology for rating 
each charity’s’ financial health 
with CN 2.1. These enhance-
ments further substantiates the 
financial health of our four star 
charities. 

Independent Catholic Foun-
dation’s exceptional 4 - star rat-
ing sets it apart from its peers 
and demonstrates its trustwor-
thiness to the public,” according 
to Michael Thatcher, President  
and CEO of Charity Navigator. 
“Only a quarter of charities rat-
ed by Charity Navigator receive 
the distinction of our 4-star rat-
ing. This adds ICF to a preemi-
nent group of charities working 
to overcome our world’s most 
pressing challenges. Based on 
its 4 - star rating, people can 
trust that their donations are go-

ing to a financially responsible 
and ethical charity when they 
decide to support local catholic 
ministries through ICF.

“It’s important our donors 
trust that we’re using their do-
nations properly to facilitate the 
temporal support of local Catho-
lic ministries,” said Jim Carrieri, 
President of ICF.  “Our 4 - star 
Charity Navigator rating dem-
onstrates to our supporters our 
good governance and financial 
accountability.”

Independent Catholic Foun-
dation’s rating and other infor-

mation about charitable giving 
are available free of charge on 
www.charitynavigator.org.

High Schools

Greenhouse Project

Boalsburg:  What does it 
take to create a living, growing 
school project that will not only 
teach, but also inspire, feed, and 
uplift students? The science de-
partment at Saint Joseph’s Cath-
olic Academy recently found 
out when Penn State University 
donated a greenhouse and The 
Walmart Foundation awarded a 
$500 grant for their greenhouse 
project.

In addition to providing in-
valuable hands - on lessons for 
students, the 8 foot by 12 foot 
greenhouse will also help the 
environment, be used for edu-
cational purposes outside of the 
science department, and see the 
surrounding garden transformed 
into a tranquil space for spiritual 
reflection for all students.

“Phase I planning took 
place over the summer,” said 
Saint Joe’s Biology and Chem-
istry Teacher, Tamara Badger. 
“Students participated in the 
clearing of the land and build-
ing of the greenhouse. Cur-
rently, our health and nutrition 
class is growing plants in the 
greenhouse. In the spring, the 
horticulture elective will be re-

sponsible for additional plant-
ing and further developing the 
greenhouse area.”

Badger adds that future 
plans include the addition of 
raised garden beds and purchas-
ing additional accessories for 
the interior of the greenhouse. 
Two grant proposals are in pro-
cess for additional funding.

The project has grown from 
a science department project 
into one that is much more far-
reaching. Once the greenhouse 
is up and running, and the gar-
dens surrounding it are com-
pleted, the final result will align 
with all four pillars that make up 
the foundation of Saint Joseph’s 
mission: faith, service, leader-
ship, and scholarship.

Faith: A spiritual garden 
area will include Biblical plants 
and provide space for medita-
tion and reflection.

Service: A vegetable gar-
den will provide food for home-
bound neighbors and local food 
programs.

Leadership: A pollinator 
garden and compost bins will 
support a commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship.

Scholarship: The project 
will create outdoor lab space for 
biology and environmental sci-
ence classes.

LIVING ROSARY:  The religious education students in grades 9 - 11 at Saint Bartholomew Parish, 
Wilmore, enacted the Luminous Mysteries of the Rosary during a Living Rosary at the parish church 
Sunday, October 2.  Pictured are the students portraying the Fifth Luminous Mystery, the Institution of 
the Holy Eucharist.  Father Joseph Nale is pastor and Diana Frantz is director of religious education.

 

Fifth Annual Patriotic Rosary Celebration 
WITH BENEDICTION OF THE MOST BLESSED SACRAMENT 

DATE/TIME:   
2:00 P.M. Saturday, October 29, 2016 

 

PLACE:   
Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona, PA 

PRESIDING:   
The Most Reverend Mark L. Bartchak, 

Bishop of Altoona-Johnstown 

Local elected officials to participate 

Sponsored by Altoona-Johnstown Diocesan Courts of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas 

Faith Travel
Fatima, Lourdes & Barcelona
Now is the time to make reservations. Join 
Fr. Grimme and St. Therese Catholic 
Church in Celebrating the !00th Anni-
versary of the Apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima plus other pilgrimage sites includ-

Departure May 10, 
Returning May 19, 2017

Book before November 11, 2016 and 
save $100 per person

Rates: Double Room $3,799 each
             Single Room $4,199
              Triple Room $3,769

Pilgrimage  includes: Fatima (3 days), {in-
cluding the 100th anniversary of the first 
apparition}, Burgos (1 day), Lourdes (2 
days), Carcassone (1 day), & Barcelona 
( 2 days)

Price includes: round trip from Altoona & 
Pittsburgh International Airport, air Taxes 
and fees/surcharges; ten days & 16 meals.

For Information contact:
814-942-4479

sttheresealtoona@atlanticbb.net

(Continued On Page 6.)
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Point Of View

Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Support for survivors of sexual abuse is available 
throughout the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. Survivors 
are encouraged to seek help through any of the following 
agencies.
 
Bedford County 
Your Safe Haven Inc.
http://www.yoursafehaven.org/
(800) 555-5671
We are a comprehensive crime victims center and re-
spond to victims of all crime whether it be through our 
office, the court system, the hospital, or police agency.

Blair County
Family Services Inc.
https://www.familyservicesinc.net/
(814) 944-3585

The Human Side
By Father Eugene Hemrick
The Heart Of Leadership

Election Demands Prayer

The Catholic Register neither endorses nor oppos-
es any candidate for elected office.

Our position as an agency of the tax - exempt Dio-
cese of Altoona - Johnstown precludes us from doing so.

That tax - exempt status also prevents us from ac-
cepting political advertising.  If we did run political ads, 
we would have to accept them from candidates rep-
resenting all sides of the political spectrum, including 
those who advocate positions opposed to the teachings 
of the Roman Catholic Church.  This we are not pre-
pared to do.  Nor will we accept political advertising that 
is supposed to be educational or informational.  We have 
made this decision for the very same reason.  To accept 
such advertising from one side would mean opening up 
the doors to such material from all sides.

What we can do, and what we have done in this is-
sue and will do again in our next issue is to present edu-
cational material prepared by the Pennsylvania Catholic 
Conference and the United States Conference of Cath-
olic Bishops.  We will report on the upcoming election 
using articles from Catholic News Service, the news 
reporting arm of the U.S. Bishops’ Conference.  All of 
these entities, as tax - exempt bodies, are bound by the 
same rules we are.

In this issue you will find an article from Catholic 
News Service reporting on comments Pope Francis 
made about our November elections.  The Holy Father’s 
advice is valid for this election in this country, and for 
any election in any country:  Pray, be informed, and vote 
your conscience.

The first part of the Pope’s advice to voters is the 
most important.  It is a right that no tax laws can take 
away.  As a Church, our first duty is to pray.  We must 
pray for the candidates and for an election result that 
will best serve the common good of our nation and our 
world.  We must always pray for our beloved country.

There is a scriptural mandate for this kind of prayer.  
In his First Letter to Timothy, Saint Paul says, “I ask that 
supplications, prayers, petitions and thanksgivings be 
offered for everyone, for kings and all those in authority, 
that we may lead a quiet and tranquil life, in all devotion 
and dignity.  This is good and pleasing to God our savior, 
who wills everyone to be saved and to come to knowl-
edge of the truth.” (I Timothy 2:1 - 4)

In the days and weeks ahead, let us respond whole-
heartedly to that mandate, praying for those in authority 
and those aspiring to authority, that our nation and our 
world might live in peace, and that God’s truth will reign 
in the hearts of all.

How I wish those desiring to 
lead our country could take to 
heart the message Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis gave in his ad-
dress at the August J.S. Paluch 
vocations seminar.

Archbishop Hebda listed 
three qualities of leadership 
Pope Francis exemplifies best: 
humility, consistency in values 
and leading with the heart as 
well as mind.

“Pope Francis isn’t afraid 
to admit his limitations,” Arch-
bishop Hebda pointed out. Often 
the pope has said, “I am a sin-
ner,” a humble admission that is 
so contrary to leaders who feel 
the need to appear strong and 
faultless.

St. Bonaventure gives us a 
unique insight into humility. 
For St. Bonaventure, poverty 
and humility were the source of 
Christian perfection that need to 

be brought forth in acts of char-
ity and love. Christ, the ultimate 
leader, embodied all of these vir-
tues -- clearly seen in his humble 
and loving submission to death 
on the cross. 

Connecting virtues to leader-
ship is crucial and leads to other 
valuable insights. For example, 
it teaches us to acknowledge 
that without God’s support we 
wouldn’t exist. It exhorts leaders 
to get off their high horse and to 
drop to their knees in gratitude 
to God because without thank-
fulness, there’s no humility, and 

without humility, a vital leader-
ship quality is missing.

Often leadership is pictured 
in terms of people possessing 
special talents, strong character 
and inspiring ideas. But from 
whom did these gifts come ulti-
mately? Is it not from God? 

To admit everyone is poor 
and dependent on God is by 
no means a sign of weakness. 
Rather it is a humble way of 
living the truth. This is difficult 
because we live in an atmo-
sphere immersed in half-truths, 
twisted truths and outright lies 
that weaken our resolve to live 
the truth constantly no matter 
the cost. 

One look at Pope Francis’ 
leadership teaches us he is per-
sistent in reaching out to the 
poor and encouraging the church 
to be more merciful.

Further examination of his 
character reveals a man who 
leads with his heart as well as 
his mind. In Latin, “mercy” 
contains the word “heart,” the 
heartfelt love that Pope Francis 
desires in the church.

Leadership has always been 
extremely difficult, needing her-
culean strength to practice it. 
Conducting it humbly, balanc-
ing heart with mind and consis-
tently following Christ’s model 
of leadership is the crux of that 
needed strength.CNS Photo/Paul Haring
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Reporting Child Abuse

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak and the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown are firmly committed to protecting children and 
young people.    If you have any information concerning suspected sexual or other abuse of minors, you are urged 
to report it immediately to:

- - PA Child Line 1 - 800- 932 - 0313 (intake is available 24/7)

- - Pennsylvania Attorney General Hotline (888) 538 - 8541

- - Pennsylvania State Police Headquarters (717) 783 - 5599 or your local Pennsylvania State Police Station

- - Your local police department

If there is an indication of imminent danger, you should call 911 immediately.

The Diocese reports all information regarding sexual abouse of minors to law enforcement.  You are urged to do 
the same.  Anyone may and should report suspected child sexual abuse.

To report to the Diocese any suspected abuse of a minor, please call Jean Johnstone at (814) 944 - 9388.

Support for survivors of sexual abuse is available 
throughout the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. Survivors 
are encouraged to seek help through any of the following 
agencies.
 
Bedford County 
Your Safe Haven Inc.
http://www.yoursafehaven.org/
(800) 555-5671
We are a comprehensive crime victims center and re-
spond to victims of all crime whether it be through our 
office, the court system, the hospital, or police agency.

Blair County
Family Services Inc.
https://www.familyservicesinc.net/
(814) 944-3585

Crisis intervention and counseling, therapeutic counsel-
ing, legal and medical advocacy and accompaniment, 
information and referrals, safety planning, transportation, 
other supportive services.

Cambria/Somerset Counties
Victim Services Inc.
http://victimservicesinc.org/
(814)288-4961 and (800) 755-1983
24-Hour Hotline (1-800-755-1983) and Crisis Interven-
tion; Counseling (Bachelors level, highly trained and ex-
perienced staff); Therapy (Master’s level/licensed, highly 
trained and experienced staff, EMDR); Support Groups 
for Survivors of Sexual Abuse, Families of Homicide Vic-
tims, and others as requested/needed in the community; 
“Safe and Unsafe Touches” Individual Education Pro-
gram for Children; Accompaniment to Medical, Police, 
and Justice System Proceedings; Court Preparation / 
Orientation to the Criminal Justice System; Assistance 
with Victims Compensation Claims; Victim Notification; 
Referrals to Other Resources; Prevention Education 

Programs for schools/colleges; Professional Trainings 
on trauma, sexual abuse, victim-centered response, etc. 
(can be developed to meet your needs); Certified Man-
dated Reporter training (2 certified trainers on staff).

Centre County
Centre County Women’s Resource Center, Inc.
http://ccwrc.org/
(814) 234-5050
Crisis counseling, 24 hour hotline, legal & medical advo-
cacy, information and referral, civil legal representation, 
emergency shelter, transitional housing, primary preven-
tion programs, safe custody exchange/supervised visita-
tion, support groups.

Clinton County
Clinton County Women’s Center
http://www.ccwcsafe.org/
(570) 748-9509
24 hour hotline service; Sexual Assault Protection Or-
ders; advocacy and options counseling, support groups; 
medical advocacy; Prevention and outreach education; 
Safe shelter for victims of domestic violence, legal ad-
vocacy; PFA assistance; screening for TBI; referrals for 
community services; and children’s advocacy.

Franklin/Fulton Counties
Women In Need/Victim Services
http://www.winservices.org/home.aspx
(717) 264-4444
Direct services for dv/sa victims-ind. counseling, group 
counseling, legal advocacy including accompaniment, 
medical advocacy, hotline, prevention education, shelter, 
VCAP assistance, Sexual assault response team.

Huntingdon/Mifflin/Juniata Counties
The Abuse Network
http://www.abusenetwork.org/
(717) 242-2444
Trauma-informed Empowerment Counseling, Support 
Groups, 24-Hour Hotline Counseling, Legal Advocacy 
and Accompaniment, Medical Advocacy and Accompani-
ment, Prevention and Awareness Educational Programs, 
Services are Free and Confidential.

Support For Survivors

By Anne Ard of Centre County Women’s Resource Center

It is the conversation every parent fears most.  Something just doesn’t seem right 
with your child, something seems “off.”  So you ask, “What’s bothering you?  You 
seem upset.”  Your child might hesitate, not wanting to tell.  So you push a little bit, 
“What is it, sweetie?  You can tell me, you won’t be in trouble.”  Then it comes, in 
a rush of words, or perhaps slowly, agonizingly, the story comes out.  Someone has 
touched your child in an inappropriate way.  Someone has sexually abused your child.  

This conversation between you and your child is full of both challenges and op-
portunities.  The challenges include understanding and responding appropriately to 
your child’s physical and emotional needs as well as your own.  The opportunity lies 
in the reality that your child’s healing from the trauma of sexual abuse can begin with 
this very conversation. 

The opportunity for healing to begin actually starts with recognizing your child’s 
courage in disclosing sexual abuse and continues as you manage your own understand-
able emotional response.  While you may be feeling shock, disbelief, anger, and a myr-
iad of other emotions, it is important not to manifest those to your child.  When you 
express anger or disbelief, it reinforces the belief many children have, often suggested 
by those who abused them in the first place, that they (the children) have done some-
thing wrong, will be in trouble, or won’t be believed.  So respond calmly to your child 
and believe what your child is telling you.  Children rarely make up stories about abuse 

and your child needs to know that he/she will be believed, supported, and protected.  
Your second response should be to thank your child for telling you and for being 

brave.  It takes an incredible amount of courage to disclose abuse, even to the most 
loving and supportive parents, so let your child know that you are proud of her/him 
for telling.

When you start by believing, you have laid the groundwork for further healing 
conversations to happen.  As hard as it may be, listen calmly and openly, let the child 
take his/her time, tell your child that she/he can tell you anything.  Don’t ask lead-
ing questions, and allow the child to tell you in his/her own way and on her/his own 
terms.  According to the national child sexual abuse organization, Darkness to Light, 
key phrases you can say to your child include:  “What happened is not your fault,”  “I 
believe you,”  “I’m the adult and it is my job to protect you,” and “We will get through 
this together.”

Once you have listened to your child’s story, you can explain to him/her that you 
may need to talk to another adult to address the situation.  That will help prepare your 
child for the next step in their healing process – talking to a trained professional who 
can explore the details of the abuse appropriately and refer you and your child to 
support and resources in your community. Your local rape crisis center can provide 
support to you and your child and connect you with appropriate resources in your 
community such as a Children’s Advocacy Center.  Abuse should also be reported 
to Childline (800-932-0313). Your local office of Child Protective Services can also 
provide assistance with reporting and resources.  

Remember that you are the most important resource available to your child as he/
she heals from the trauma they have suffered.  Give them your attention, your com-
passion, your belief in them.  And find ways to care for yourself in the process.  Your 
child’s trauma has impacted you as well and you will need support and compassion as 
you give those to your child.  Healing can happen – for both of you.

When A Child
Discloses Abuse
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Saint Joe’s biology, chemis-
try, physics, and environmental 
science teachers are collaborat-
ing on the design and imple-
mentation. The goal is for the 
greenhouse and garden areas 
to be 100% student - led year 
after year. In 2016 – 2017, the 
first phase of the project will in-
clude the greenhouse, a pollina-
tor garden, and a vegetable gar-
den. Other components that are 
planned for later years include 
a spiritual garden and an apiary.

“Having a greenhouse is an 
important addition to the teach-
ing tools that we have for our 
students in the sciences,” said 
Catherine E. Merovich, Ph.D., 
Biology Teacher. “It’s an oppor-
tunity for our students to engage 
in long-term projects where they 
can explore the biology of plants 
and conduct quality experiments 
throughout the school year and 
even into the summer months.”

Just this month, the students 
in nutrition class planted fall 
vegetables including potatoes, 
onions, two types of lettuce, 
spinach, Swiss chard, radishes, 
carrots, herbs, and a few peren-
nial flowers. They plan on har-
vesting the vegetables in late 
November. Some of the harvest 
will be used by the school caf-
eteria and the remainder will be 
donated to a local food pantry. 

Presidents’ Award Winners

Altoona:  Fourteen Bishop 
Guilfoyle Catholic High School 
students were selected Presi-
dent’s Education Award recipi-
ents.

The criteria for the award is 
based on cumulative grade point 
average, exhibits discipline and 
drive to excel academically, 
demonstrates the characteristics 
that positively reflect Bishop 
Guilfoyle, and receives recom-
mendations by 75 percent of the 
recommending faculty.

The award winners include 
Anna Audley, Angelica Bart-
kowiak, Lauren Betar, Sarah 
Callan, Jordan DeLeo, Kai-
tlyn Edmiston, Preslee Litz-
inger, Danielle Miller, Delaney 
Myrick, Corey Patterson, Kath-
leen Price, Claire Resick, Karis 
Taddei, and Joshua Trybus.

Guide Rails Installed

Ebensburg:  Thanks to 
Representative Frank Burns, 
Bishop Carroll Catholic High 
School student - athletes, coach-
es, and fans no longer have to 
worry about being harmed by 
traffic accidents occurring on 
Route 422 during their time on 
the field. 

A few years ago, Penn Dot 
removed the guiderails along the 
road since the field’s location 
doesn’t meet their new criteria 
for guide rails. 

However, Route 422 han-

dles a lot of traffic, including 
coal trucks and other tractor 
trailers. Without the guide rails, 
potential traffic accidents near 
the field posed a major threat to 
the safety of the school’s ath-
letes, coaches, and fans.

Representative Burns 
worked closely with Bishop 
Carroll CEO Jerry Stephens to 
find a donor for guide rails and 
connected him with Penn Dot to 
ensure Bishop Carroll’s mainte-
nance staff installed them prop-
erly.

“We are very grateful for 
Representative Burns’ attention 
to this situation,” said Stephens. 
“This field is much safer today 
thanks, in no small measure, to 
the help we received from him.”

Higher Education

Academic Award

Cresson:  The Mount 
Aloysius women’s soccer team 
earned the 2015-2016 National 
Soccer Coaches Association 
of America (NSCAA) College 
Team Academic Award for ex-
emplary academic performance 
over the course of the 2015-
2016 academic year. The honor 
is the second consecutive for the 
Mountie women’s soccer pro-
gram under Head Coach Matt 
Davis.

To qualify for the award, 
a team must have a minimum 
grade point average of 3.0 or 
higher for the entire academic 
year. Mount Aloysius earned 
a 3.13 team GPA over the Fall 
2015 and Spring 2016 semes-
ters.

Celebrating its 75th An-
niversary in 2016, the National 
Soccer Coaches Association was 
founded in 1941 and is based in 
Kansas City MO. It is a non-
profit organization with the mis-
sion of advocating for, educat-
ing and serving soccer coaches 
to encourage excellence and el-
evate the game.

Accreditation Reaffirmed

Loretto:  Saint Francis Uni-
versity President Third Order 
Regular Franciscan Father Mal-

In The Alleghenies

TORONTO (CNS) -- The 
statistical probabilities behind 
praying your way out of stage 
4 cancer are not good. When 
you’re too skinny, too weak 
and hallucinating half the time, 
when friends and family come 

achi Van Tassell, is pleased to 
announce that the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Educa-
tion (MSCHE) has reaffirmed 
accreditation of Saint Francis 
University, with no requirements 
for a follow-up report.  The Uni-
versity first achieved MSCHE 
accreditation in 1939 and has 
maintained continuous accredi-
tation since.  “I am very grateful 
to all the faculty, staff, students, 
and trustees who served and 
contributed during the evalua-
tion process.  I believe, too, that 
this is an affirmation of the many 
ways we serve our students, to 
help them grow in wisdom and 
knowledge, develop an appre-
ciation for beauty and truth, and 
deepen their faith,” Father  Mal-
achi said of the achievement.

The reaccreditation action 
is a culmination of a multi-year 
effort beginning in 2014 that in-
cluded a year  -long, self  -study 
process followed by a site visit 
in April 2016 by an evaluation 
team consisting of eight faculty 
and administrators from peer 
institutions in the Middle States 
region. After committee review 
at MSCHE, the full Commission 
approved the final reaffirmation 
action in June 2016. 

FIELD TRIP:  Pictured on a Monday, September 26 field trip to Harper’s Ferry WV are (left to right) 
Bishop Carroll Catholic High School, Ebensburg teacher Jon Nagy and students Lance Li, Ava My-
ers, Alexa Dunchack, Brandon Durbin, Annie Sharbaugh, Calvin Wirfel, Madeline Vasilko, Dani Vella, 
Anna Kline, and Kevin Blais.

THE DIOCESE OF ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN

Has an opening for the following position:

Advancement Coordinator

Responsibilities include building nonprofit databases, launching annual fund drives, 
scholarship programs, endowment growth, etc., in association with Catholic grade 
schools with an emphasis on Holy Trinity Catholic School (Altoona) and Divine Mercy 
Catholic Academy (Johnstown).

To view job description and qualifications, go to www.dioceseaj.org. Resumes must be 
submitted by October 21, 2016 to 927 South Logan Boulevard, Hollidaysburg, PA 
16648; Attn: Human Resources

(Continued From Page 3.)

(Continued On Page 15.)
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A Prince In The Service
Of The Great King

The Servant Of God
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
1770 - 1840

O God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls, who sent 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin to serve God’s people in 
the Allegheny Mountains, feeding your sheep by his words 
and forming them by his example, pour out your Spirit to sow 
seeds of truth in people’s hearts and to awaken in them obedi-
ence to the faith.

May the Gospel continue to be preached and the Sacraments 
bring power and grace to the faithful.  By the example of this 
man of faith, Demetrius Gallitzin, may your people advance in 
the path of salvation and love.

Confident of your faithfulness to us, we humbly ask you, our 
God, to grant us the favor of (name your intention).

May Christ’s saving work continue to the end of the ages, and 
may we feel a more urgent call to work for the salvation of 
every creature.  We pray this, as did your priest Demetrius 
Gallitzin, through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

+  +  +

Kindly send information about favors granted to:
The Cause for the Servant of God

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown

927 South Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg PA 16648

Prayer For
Father Gallitzin’s Intercession

TORONTO (CNS) -- The 
statistical probabilities behind 
praying your way out of stage 
4 cancer are not good. When 
you’re too skinny, too weak 
and hallucinating half the time, 
when friends and family come 

to your house and just cry, you 
don’t make any long-term plans.

Unless you’ve got a rock 
from the crypt of Bishop Mi-
chael Power. 

Bits of broken brick and 
limestone from the basement of 
St. Michael’s Cathedral, all taken 
from near the final resting place 
of Toronto’s founding Catholic 
bishop, have made their way 
into the hands of at least 18 seri-

ously ill people across Canada. 
Some of them are now claiming 
miraculous cures. 

Bishop Power was buried 
beneath his cathedral in 1847, 
two years before it was conse-
crated. He was just shy of his 
43rd birthday when he died af-
ter weeks of ministering to sick 
Irish refugees in sheds at Toron-
to’s lakefront.

The idea that stones un-
earthed from below Toronto’s 
cathedral might hold the power 
to cure started with Carol Brag-
agnolo, project manager for An-
gelus and Associates and an in-
veterate rockhound. As she kept 
the cathedral’s restoration proj-
ect on schedule and on budget, 
Bragagnolo found herself think-
ing about how the very stones 
of the cathedral have absorbed 
generations of prayer.

“There are years’ worth of 
prayers in each stone of the ca-
thedral,” said Bragagnolo. “The 
closer I collected them to Bishop 
Power’s crypt, the more power-
ful they would be.”

“Power ministered to the 
sick and dying without concern 
for his own health and safety, so 
it makes sense for those who are 
sick to seek his intercession,” 
said Father Michael Busch, St. 
Michael’s rector.

What’s central to the ex-
perience of those who have 
endured and conquered illness 
with the help of stones from 
Bishop Power’s crypt isn’t some 
magic ingredient in the rocks, 
but the faith of those who pray 
with them, said Father Busch.

“It’s not the actual object 
that saves,” he wrote in an email. 

“It serves only as a focal point of 
prayer.”

Deborah Zago was dying 
of uterine cancer when she re-
ceived a bit of broken brick from 
Bishop Power’s crypt.

“They gave me two weeks 
to live,” said Zago of Burling-
ton, Ontario. “There was really 
nothing they could do for me. 
I was too far gone. I was 70 
pounds. ... I had my priest come 
around and give me Commu-
nion and my last rites.”

Before Easter 2014, a home 
care nurse recommended pallia-
tive care. There was faint hope 
that if she could get her weight 
up, Zago might get strong 
enough to recover from sur-
gery and endure chemotherapy. 
Then she was given a broken bit 
of brick from Bishop Power’s 
crypt.

“When I was dying, I need-
ed a morphine drip of course, 
right? I had the worst pain. 
God knows, I would never have 
wished this pain on anybody. I 
used to go down with this pain 
that had me screaming on the 
front room floor,” she said. 

But after receiving the 
brick, her weight increased and 
she began chemotherapy at 
Hamilton’s Juravinski Cancer 
Centre. Through the months in 
hospital, followed by months in 
the big red armchair in her living 
room, Zago hung onto her rock. 
She has no doubt that prayer and 
the stone brought her back.

“As they kept on giving 
me chemo, I kept on praying 
with this stone. I kept on saying, 
‘Dear stone, that you may be 
filled with the people’s prayers 
and the people asking you to 
work their miracles for them in 
their life -- whatever their life 
had, in the facts that they were 
struggling with.’ I held my stone 
since the time I was sick. I have 
great faith in the stone, and I 
have great faith in God.”

Dr. Jacalyn Duffin, Queen’s 
University medical historian and 
hematologist, has examined 400 
years’ worth of miracles in the 
Vatican libraries for two books 
she has written about miracles. 
She is not a Catholic and is skep-
tical of religious faith generally. 
Her study of medical miracles 
is a scientific inquiry into what 
Catholics mean when they say 

they’ve experienced a miracle.
“Even though I am not part 

of that world view, I think we 
(doctors) have to respect the 
fact this is how they experience 
their illnesses,” she said. “I have 
enough humility to admit that 
if I have no explanation, that 
doesn’t mean that I can refute 
hers.”

Though medical science 
prefers to ignore miracles or un-
explained cures, Duffin believes 
they are happening all the time. 

“Prayer is helpful even if 
you don’t get the miracle,” Duf-
fin said. “It’s consoling. It gives 
you strength. It gives you cour-
age. It grounds you somehow.”

Father Busch said he would 
love to see pilgrims coming to 
St. Michael’s Cathedral and the 
tomb of Bishop Power, but he 
hopes the pilgrims look beyond 
miracles.

“I am not sure if people 
came expecting a miracle that 
they would find what they came 
for,” he said. “If they came to 
ask for assistance with the bur-
dens they carry through Michael 
Power’s intercession, they may 
receive some benefit. I gave my 
own sister, who was dying of 
lung cancer, a rock to hold. It 
did not cure her. But it did fo-
cus her prayer and helped her 
carry the burden of the disease. 
She seemed less afraid, and she 
lived much longer than anyone 
thought she would.”

Cures Claimed With Rocks
From Toronto Bishop’s Crypt

By Catholic News Service

Travel with Msgr. Stanley Carson to 
Lourdes and Fatima; June 24th-

30th, 2017; $3,000 
Several other trips to different  
Destinations- prices starting at 

$2,500 w/ airfare included from 
anywhere in the US: The Holy Land; 

Italy; France, Portugal, & Spain;  
Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, &  

Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; 
Austria, Germany, & Switzerland; 
Greece & Turkey; Viking Cruises; 

Caribbean Cruises; Budapest;  
Prague; Our Lady of Guadalupe; 

Colombia; Brazil; Domestic  
Destinations; etc… 
(Hablamos Español) 

 

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel.com 

Call us 24/7 
508-340-9370  
855-842-8001 



Page 8                              The Catholic Register, October 17, 2016                                        The Catholic Register, October 17, 2016                              Page 9

Paolo Francesco Danei, the oldest son in a poor but noble Italian 
family, lived austerely even as a teen. After a year in the Venetian 
army, he returned to a monk-like life of prayer and penance, and 
refused to marry. In a vision in 1720, Our Lady, wearing a black 
habit with a white cross and bearing Jesus’ name, told Paul to start 
an order to preach Christ’s passion. With his bishop’s approval, 
he founded the Discalced Clerks of the Most Holy Cross and 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which he led for the rest of 
his life, and later began a nuns’ institute. Passionists were soon 
doing missions, retreats and spiritual direction throughout Italy. 
Paul was canonized in 1867.

© 2016 Catholic News Service

Saint Paul
Of The Cross

1694 - 1775
Feast - October 20

ONE MORE TIME:  Girl Scout Troop 125 of Saint Leo Parish, Altoona, honored winners of the Mar-
ian Award in 1962.  Pictured are (left to right) First row:  Paulette Frederick, Beth Martin, Mary Bravin, 
Barbara Craver, Sheila Turchetta, Mary Jo Heverly, Karen Yeager.  Second row:  Father John P. Man-
ning (pastor), Helen Casciotti, Bonita Frederick, Joyce Macharola, Helen Wilczenski and Bernadette 
Weakland (leader).

Spirituality
For Today
By Father John Catoir
‘Spotlight’ On Child Abuse

Word of Life
The
Pope Teaches
By Pope Francis
Pray, And Vote Your
Conscience

ABOARD THE PAPAL FLIGHT FROM AZERBAIJAN 
(CNS) -- Catholics facing difficult political choices must study 
the issues, pray about the election and then vote according to 
their consciences, Pope Francis said.

Flying back to Rome from Azerbaijan Oct. 2, the pope was 
asked by a reporter what U.S. Catholics should do in a presi-
dential election where both candidates hold some positions 
contrary to church teaching.

Although he was in a relaxed mood and welcomed report-
ers’ questions for almost an hour, Pope Francis said he would 
never comment on a specific electoral campaign.

“The people are sovereign,” he said. “Study the proposals 
well, pray and choose in conscience.”

Pope Francis also was asked when he would name new 
members to the College of Cardinals and what criteria he 
would use to choose them.

He said he still had not decided precisely when to an-
nounce the names or hold the consistory to create the new 
cardinals, but it would likely be at the end of this year or the 
beginning of 2017.

As for the choices, Pope Francis said, the list of worthy 
candidates is long, “but there are only 13 places” to reach the 
limit of 120 cardinals under the age of 80.

The selection process will aim for a geographic mix, he 
said. “I like it when one can see in the College of Cardinals 
the universality of the church, not just the European center, 
shall we say.”

Although he and the reporters traveling with him had not 
yet returned to Rome and already were set to go to Sweden 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, a journalist asked the pope where he would be 
traveling in 2017.

A trip to Fatima, Portugal, is definite, he said. He intends 
to go May 13 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the appari-
tions of Our Lady of Fatima.

Also on the calendar, the pope said, is a trip to India and 
Bangladesh and another trip to Africa, although the specific 
nation or nations has not been decided.

Asked about his promise to visit Colombia after peace 
was established in the country, Pope Francis said the peace 
agreement signed in September between the government and 
rebels was important, but the people of Colombia still have to 
vote to ratify the agreement and begin the real work of living 
in peace.

In addition, Pope Francis confirmed that he had spoken 
with Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes, about setting aside the usual five-year waiting 
period to allow the collection of eyewitness testimony regard-
ing the murder in July of French Father Jacques Hamel as he 
celebrated Mass.

The Oscar for best picture 
of the year went to “Spotlight,” 
the movie that told the story of 
the child sex abuse scandal in 
the Archdiocese of Boston. It 
was released Nov. 6, 2015, and 
received six Oscar nominations, 
including two wins. To date, it 
has grossed nearly $100 million 
in foreign and domestic sales at 
the box office.

I resisted going to see at 
first, but now I’m glad I did. It 
helped me to understand the 
bravery of The Boston Globe 
reporters who fought through a 
lot of opposition to uncover all 
the facts. It also brought to light 
the extent of the cover-up, which 
went far beyond Massachusetts.

My heart and prayers go 
out to all of the victims. I was a 
victim myself once. When I was 
13, a priest smelling of alcohol 
attempted to molest me. Even 
though I resisted, I remember 
crying for two days afterward. 
I was too afraid to report it to 
anyone. 

Years ago, when an accusa-
tion was made, many bishops 
hesitated to call the police im-
mediately. Bishops wanted to 
hear the priest’s side of the story, 
and they abhorred the possibility 
of a public scandal. In America, 
a person is innocent until proven 
guilty, but in these cases, once 
a serious accusation becomes 
public, the priest’s reputation is 
ruined, and then the presump-
tion of innocence disappears.

Many of these accused 
priests pleaded innocent. As a 

result, justice was often delayed, 
and sometimes even denied.

Today, there is a zero tol-
erance policy firmly in place. 
All of the recent popes have 
denounced these crimes, say-
ing that there is no place in the 
Catholic Church for a priest 
child abuser. 

I’ll tell you a story from 
my own experience to show 
how easy it is to be fooled by a 
child abuser. It never entered my 
mind that a fellow priest, whom 
I thought I knew well, was in 
fact a child abuser. There was 
no sign of it. But one day I read 
in the paper that he was accused 
of abusing a young boy; as it 
turned out, more than one.

In time, he was tried, found 
guilty, defrocked and sent to jail. 
Then, tragically, after two years, 
he committed suicide in his jail 
cell. Please say a prayer for him 
and others like him.

In the past, psychiatrists be-
lieved that with treatment and 

rehabilitation, a child abuser 
could be healed and allowed 
back into active ministry. They 
often put it in writing: “Father 
(so and so) is now ready to re-
turn to active duty.” The bishops 
were glad to give a repentant 
sinner another chance. Alas, this 
was a big mistake.

In those days, child abus-
ers were treated in the same way 
that alcoholic priests were treat-
ed. Once they repented, stopped 
drinking, went for rehab and re-
turned clean and sober, they pre-
sented themselves as ready for a 
new assignment. But in the case 
of child abusers, we now see that 
there is a high rate of recidivism 
among them. We can no longer 
take the risk, even when they are 
subjectively sincere. 

Human nature is the issue, 
not the priest’s sincerity. Pray 
for priests, and if you are one of 
the many who left the church be-
cause of these scandals, please 
think about coming home. We 
love you, and through the sacra-
ments and other ministries, we 
want to help you in the healing 
process.

 May the Lord be your 
strength and your joy. 

If you are one of the many 
who left the church be-
cause of these scandals, 
please think about coming 
home.
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Question Corner For The Journey
By Father Kenneth Doyle By Effie Caldarola
Where Is Heaven? Are Outward Signs Of Faith

Offensive?

Paolo Francesco Danei, the oldest son in a poor but noble Italian 
family, lived austerely even as a teen. After a year in the Venetian 
army, he returned to a monk-like life of prayer and penance, and 
refused to marry. In a vision in 1720, Our Lady, wearing a black 
habit with a white cross and bearing Jesus’ name, told Paul to start 
an order to preach Christ’s passion. With his bishop’s approval, 
he founded the Discalced Clerks of the Most Holy Cross and 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which he led for the rest of 
his life, and later began a nuns’ institute. Passionists were soon 
doing missions, retreats and spiritual direction throughout Italy. 
Paul was canonized in 1867.

© 2016 Catholic News Service

Saint Paul
Of The Cross

1694 - 1775
Feast - October 20

ONE MORE TIME:  Girl Scout Troop 125 of Saint Leo Parish, Altoona, honored winners of the Mar-
ian Award in 1962.  Pictured are (left to right) First row:  Paulette Frederick, Beth Martin, Mary Bravin, 
Barbara Craver, Sheila Turchetta, Mary Jo Heverly, Karen Yeager.  Second row:  Father John P. Man-
ning (pastor), Helen Casciotti, Bonita Frederick, Joyce Macharola, Helen Wilczenski and Bernadette 
Weakland (leader).

By Father John Catoir

Q. I am 91 years old and I 
am wondering just where heav-
en is. I have heard priests say 
that it is here on earth, the same 
as hell and purgatory. But when 
I pray the Apostles’ Creed I say, 
“He ascended into heaven and is 
seated at the right hand of God 
the Father almighty.”

We all want to go to heaven 
and see Jesus, but I would like 
to have some idea of where it 
is. Can you help me? (Altoona, 
Pennsylvania)

 
A. In addition to the words 

to which you refer in the Apos-
tles’ Creed, there are multiple 
scriptural quotations that might 
lead one to believe that heaven is 
“up.” In the account of Christ’s 
ascension, for example, the an-
gels say to the apostles: “Men 
of Galilee, why are you standing 
there looking at the sky? This Je-
sus who has been taken up from 
you into heaven will return in 
the same way” (Acts 1:11).

In the Gospel of John, 
Christ tells Nicodemus; “No one 
has gone up to heaven except the 

one who has come down from 
heaven, the Son of Man” (Jn 
3:13). And Psalm 14 says, “The 
Lord looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men” (Ps 
14:2). 

The reality, though, is that 
God does not occupy some re-
mote geographic corner of the 
physical universe, and no Map-
Quest search can determine ex-
actly where heaven is. The diffi-
culty comes in trying to express 
transcendent ideas in human 
language; time and space are 
finite concepts, and God is not 
limited by them. 

Far better to be guided by 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, which tells us that the 
expression “who art in heaven” 
in the Lord’s Prayer “does not 
mean a place (‘space’), but a 
way of being; it does not mean 
that God is distant, but majestic. 
Our Father is not ‘elsewhere’: 
He transcends everything we 
can conceive of” (No. 2794). 
Or, as St. John Paul II said in a 
Wednesday audience on July 21, 
1999, heaven is “neither an ab-

straction nor a physical place in 
the clouds, but a living, personal 
relationship with the Holy Trin-
ity.” 

After death we will expe-
rience fully that unity with the 
divine, to our everlasting and 
perfect joy. Just how that will 
happen, what it will look and 
feel like, is not yet ours to know. 
But, as Billy Graham once said, 
“The only GPS that can give you 
flawless direction is the ‘Gospel 
plan of salvation.’”

Q. I have been following 
the legal wrangling over where 
the body of Archbishop Fulton 
J. Sheen should rest: New York, 
where he is buried now, or Peo-
ria, Illinois, where he was born. 
I am appalled that diocesan lead-
ers would do battle over some-
thing like this. 

Sheen belongs to God and 
the church -- not to whoever has 
his bodily remains. I feel that 
the arguing should cease, so that 
the canonization process can get 
moving. Am I missing some-
thing? (Yorktown, Virginia)

A. Fulton Sheen was born 
in 1895 in the village of El Paso, 
Illinois, which is part of the 
Catholic diocese of Peoria. But 
he spent most of his priestly life 
in Washington, D.C., and in New 
York City, where he served as an 
auxiliary bishop for 15 years and 
where, from 1951 until 1957, he 
hosted the television program 
“Life is Worth Living,” which 
drew some 30 million viewers 
every week.

When Archbishop Sheen 
died in 1979, he was buried in 
New York City in accordance 
with his family’s preference and 
his own choice.  

Peoria has long felt, since it 
has done the work and borne the 
expense of the canonization pro-
cess, that Archbishop Sheen’s 
body should be transferred for 
enshrinement in St. Mary’s Ca-
thedral in that city. Both Arch-
bishop Sheen’s family and the 
Archdiocese of New York have 
resisted, citing Archbishop 
Sheen’s own desire to be buried 
in New York.  

The canonization process 
has been tabled while this differ-
ence on the final resting place is 
being resolved.

rehabilitation, a child abuser 
could be healed and allowed 
back into active ministry. They 
often put it in writing: “Father 
(so and so) is now ready to re-
turn to active duty.” The bishops 
were glad to give a repentant 
sinner another chance. Alas, this 
was a big mistake.

In those days, child abus-
ers were treated in the same way 
that alcoholic priests were treat-
ed. Once they repented, stopped 
drinking, went for rehab and re-
turned clean and sober, they pre-
sented themselves as ready for a 
new assignment. But in the case 
of child abusers, we now see that 
there is a high rate of recidivism 
among them. We can no longer 
take the risk, even when they are 
subjectively sincere. 

Human nature is the issue, 
not the priest’s sincerity. Pray 
for priests, and if you are one of 
the many who left the church be-
cause of these scandals, please 
think about coming home. We 
love you, and through the sacra-
ments and other ministries, we 
want to help you in the healing 
process.

 May the Lord be your 
strength and your joy. 

I am settling into my cramped seat in a small aircraft when I 
smell it: the nauseating odor of fried food in close quarters. I turn, 
ready to glare, when I see that the culprit, a middle-aged man, is 
bowed in prayer over his meal, hands folded, eyes closed.

All is forgiven. I am a pushover for religious witness. As a person 
of faith, I welcome the expressions of others on their faith journey, 
whether my own tradition or another. I like to see people seeking 
God.

On a recent drive home, it was a Jewish man and his young son 
I spotted walking from the synagogue, dressed in matching black 
pants, jackets and black hats, sporting the traditional Jewish side 
curls. 

Another day, it is my friends who work in refugee resettlement, 
who are converts to Islam, wearing their tight-fitting head coverings.  

I love Ash Wednesday’s dark smudges, Good Friday’s public 
processions. 

However, in our pluralistic society, some take offense at outward 
signs of faith.

What is offensive to others?
The writer Leah Libresco was curious about that so she commis-

sioned a survey of two groups, one Christian and the other agnos-
tic and atheist. She asked the Christian group if they would expect 
someone to be uncomfortable by certain actions, and she asked the 
nonbelievers if they are uncomfortable by those actions. 

For example, “pray with physical object.” I envision someone si-
lently praying with her rosary.

Of the Christian group, 23 percent thought this might make oth-
ers uncomfortable, but only 12 percent of the agnostics and atheists 
replied they would be uncomfortable. Good news so far.  

Likewise, only 5 percent of nonbelievers reported discomfort if 
you decline food or beverage for religious reasons while 15 percent 
of Christians expected they might be uncomfortable. So maybe say-
ing no to that hamburger because it’s a Lenten Friday isn’t offensive.

But here’s a kicker: What made the nonbelievers uncomfortable, 
way more than the Christians expected, was someone saying, “I’ll 
pray for you,” or asking to pray with you.

I thought of Christopher Hitchens, the brilliant writer and outspo-
ken atheist. When he was dying of cancer, he was offended by those 
who told him they were praying for him.

I didn’t blame him, even though I prayed for him myself. But 
writing to him and waving that in his face? That’s like saying, “I know 
what’s best for you, like it or not.” 

Truly, that’s not the purpose of prayer.
We offer to pray for people who share our convictions regarding 

prayer. But to impose my prayer verbally upon another who may not 
believe in prayer is wielding my certainty of truth like a bludgeon. 
That’s not kindness, but a smug expression of rightness. 

So, in this era of political correctness, where do you stand on the 
issue of offensiveness?

If someone is uncomfortable with my Lenten ashes, too bad. 
I don’t want to give offense, but I feel assured that the majority of 
people will see my actions as my private witness. I’m not trying to be 
“in your face.” I’m trying to be in solidarity with people of faith, and 
that’s my right.

But if I cross that line that separates my behavior from an attempt 
to change others’ behavior, I may become legitimately offensive.  

But aren’t we supposed to evangelize?
St. Francis of Assisi is thought to have said, “Preach the Gospel 

always; if necessary, use words.”
The most effective witness we give is our lives, lives of mercy 

and compassion. That makes any outward sign of our faith impres-
sive and legitimate. That kind of evangelization is rarely offensive 
and often powerful.
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“He has repeatedly re-
minded us that we should all 
be engaged in practicing the 
spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy. They are hands - on acts 
of faith.”

He said the works of mercy 
are opportunities to touch the 
heart and soul of other human 
persons, especially in times and 
places where prejudice and even 
hatred towards other human 
persons tells us not to engage 
because they are of a different 
race, religion, economic, or eth-
nic background.

Pope Francis reminds that 
mercy is an attitude and way of 
life. When he announced the Ju-

bilee Year of Mercy on Divine 
Mercy Sunday in April of 2015, 
he said that we need constantly 
to contemplate the mystery of 
mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 
serenity, and peace. Our salva-
tion depends on it.

Said Bishop Mark, “In Pope 
Francis’s announcement of the 
Year of Mercy, he tells us no 
one has penetrated the profound 
mystery of the incarnation like 
Mary.

“He says her entire life was 
patterned after the presence of 
mercy made flesh. The Mother 
of the Crucified and Risen One 
has entered into the mystery of 
His love.

“Mary is Mother of Mer-
cy and She is Mother of God; 
Mother of Jesus. The Lord Jesus 

HONORED:  The statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary was honored 
with a place of prominence in the sanctuary of Saint Benedict Church 
during the Family Marian Celebration, held at the Johnstown church 
Sunday, October 2.

Celebration Honors Mary
As Mother Of Mercy

(Continued From Page 1.) received His human form from 
the Virgin Mary through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The 
eternal word of God was made 
flesh; which means God became 
very hands - on by entering our 
world.”

Bishop Mark said that mer-
cy becomes hands - on when we 
become someone who stands 
with and stands for persons who 
are hurting, neglected, abused, 
lost, sick, dying, lonely, con-
fused or afraid.

“Each time we receive the 
Body and Blood of Christ from 
this altar, we celebrate the sav-
ing mystery of the death and 
resurrection of Christ,” Bishop 
Mark reminded.

“Each time we receive the 
Body of Blood and Christ from 
this altar, our prayer for mercy is 

being answered.
“Every time we receive 

absolution in the Sacrament of 
Penance and Reconciliation, our 
prayer for mercy is being an-
swered.

“Every time we pray the 

Letrent’s

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark
  Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

PHARMACY

(814) 623-1442

HEALING 
MASS 

Monday 
October 17, 2016 

7:00 pm 
Fr. Bill Kiel, Celebrant 

 
CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
For all in need of physical, emotional or spiritual 

healing and those who support them. 
 
 
 

 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
MUSIC LED BY 

CATHEDRAL PRAYER GROUP MUSIC MINISTRY 

“I came so that they might have life and 
have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 

Hail Holy Queen, or the Hail 
Mary, our prayer for mercy is 
being answered

“The Hail Holy Queen may 
be a traditional Catholic prayer 
that uses old - style words, but 
it’s definitely a prayer about 
something  that is as up - to - 
date and hands on as anything 
that people in our world talk 
about today.

“It’s about mercy.
“We all want it.
“We all need it.”

Accord Medical-Legal Mediation and Consulting Services
Advocate, Ombudsman, Mediator, Educator, Psych Counselor, CLNC 

to Lawyers and Insurance Companies: 40 plus Consultant Services. 

More Services on Linkedin Profile
Nancy Rose Vincent RN, MEd. (plus doctoral work) CLNC 814-944-6992

pamediation.org, naclncdirectory.org Phone: 814-944-6992

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
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Pilgrimage to Fatima & 
Lourdes with Barcelona 

with Collette                
September 17—26, 2017 

Presents……. 

Call for details or presentation 
800-692-6314 
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Election Guide - - 2016

Part II of our Election Guide, featuring candidates for 
the United States House of Representatives, the Penn-
sylvania General Assembly, and statewide offices will 
appear in the October 31 edition.

Hail Holy Queen, or the Hail 
Mary, our prayer for mercy is 
being answered

“The Hail Holy Queen may 
be a traditional Catholic prayer 
that uses old - style words, but 
it’s definitely a prayer about 
something  that is as up - to - 
date and hands on as anything 
that people in our world talk 
about today.

“It’s about mercy.
“We all want it.
“We all need it.”
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VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- Wherever public policy, com-
munities and even religions may 
have failed, sports and recre-
ation are ready and set to lift 
wounded spirits and build coop-
eration and peace in the world, 
said a number of speakers at a 
Vatican conference.

“Sport is the medicine my 
mother couldn’t give me” to 
counteract the bullying and ex-
clusion growing up in York, 
Pennsylvania, one Special 
Olympic champion said.

Despite growing up poor, 
partially blind and mentally 
challenged, “I could do Double 
Dutch like no one else” with 
jump-ropes and could run faster 
than the others, Loretta Clai-
borne said during a global con-
ference on “Sport at the Service 
of Humanity,” hosted by the 
Pontifical Council for Culture 
Oct. 6-7.

Maria Toorpakay Wazir -- a 
professional squash player who 
grew up in the Taliban’s “hotbed 
of terrorism” tribal regions of 
Pakistan -- told the audience “it 
was an accident” and a blessing 
“I got into sports.”

“When I realized at 4 years 
old, boys have more freedom 
than girls,” and social practices 
would forbid her from playing 
sports, getting an education and 
leaving the house, she said, she 
burned all her dresses.

Seeing the mound of fire, 
her father said he would be her 
No. 1 fan and from then on call 
her Genghis Khan, helping her 
pretend to be a boy so she could 
follow her dreams.

After competing and plac-
ing second in the “under 15” 
boys’ division in weightlifting, 
she said, she turned to squash 
because lifting weights alone all 
the time became “boring.”

Her father favored the 
switch, too, because she was 
getting into fights with boys a lot 
and she said he told her, “Now 
you won’t hit people. You will 
hit a ball against a wall.”

But, a requirement to show 
a birth certificate for train-
ing meant everyone found out 
Genghis was a girl, which led to 
abuse, harassment, attacks and 
“extreme bullying for years.” No 
matter what other people said 
or thought about her though, “I 
knew I was strong,” she said. “I 
knew I was perfect.”

Despite receiving support 
and a security detail from the na-
tional government and winning 
third in the world junior wom-
en’s championship, she and her 
family faced huge threats, which 
forced her to stay confined to her 
home for three and a half years. 
She said she spent those years 
smashing a ball against the walls 
and doggedly emailing people 
“all over the world” looking for 
a sponsor to get her out of Paki-
stan.

Living in Toronto since 
2011, “I’ve played in freedom,” 
winning top rankings and be-
coming “a better player and hu-
man,” she said.

After seeing how people 
of many faiths can respect each 
other, she said the world’s prob-
lem “isn’t a clash of civilizations 
and religions, it’s a clash of ig-
norance. We are ignorant about 
each other.”

People learn to understand 
and respect others after they 
“connect emotionally,” she said, 
“and sports did that for me.”

Sports and recreation also 
have turned life around for thou-
sands of vulnerable and isolated 
people in Australia, including 
as ethnic minorities and people 
suffering from substance abuse, 
economic hardship, mental ill-
ness or homelessness, said Peter 
Cullen, founder of RecLink.

The organization brings 
public servants, private compa-
nies, charitable groups and vol-
unteers together to organize and 
run activities that “create a sense 
of community, help people feel 
better, improve their health, and 
feel like they belong,” Cullen 
told Catholic News Service.

He said their strategy is a 
low-cost, replicable model for 
any community. For example, 
a RecLink volunteer might get 
a police officer to volunteer 
to coach or manage a team, a 
welfare or probation officer to 
canvass potential players and a 
news outlet to draft players, pro-
vide publicity and track results.

The larger community ex-
periences change, too, he said. 
When people attend nationwide 
events and exhibitions showcas-
ing people’s achievements, they 
no longer see a prisoner, a drug 
addict and all the prejudices that 
often go with labels, Cullen said, 
but a human being.

Jesuit Father Patrick Kelly, 
professor of theology and reli-
gious studies Seattle University, 
told CNS that Catholicism is a 
natural advocate for promoting 
the importance of play for the 
integral good of every human 
being.

On the one hand, Catholi-
cism understands “that the per-
son is a unity of body, mind and 
spirit” and it recognizes that vir-
tue is about moderation.

St. Thomas Aquinas, for 
example, strongly endorsed the 
virtue of play and the sin of ex-
cess, which includes an excess 
of work or study, said the priest, 
who authored “Catholic Per-
spectives on Sport: From Medi-
eval to Modern Times.”

CNS Photo/Ettore Ferrari, EPA

FAITH AND SPORT:  Pope Francis is seen with U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, left, and Thomas Bach, president of the In-
ternational Olympic Committee, during the opening ceremony of a 
world conference on faith and sport Wednesday, October 5 in the 
Vatican’s Paul VI audience hall.

Where Policy, Religion Fail,
Sports Can Life Spirits,

Say Speakers
By Carol Glatz
Catholic News Service

“We tend to value work al-
most as the ultimate value,” he 
said, forgetting or disdaining the 
benefits of play.

Even the world of sport 
has become excessive in some 
ways with an overemphasis on 
winning, fame and fortune at all 
costs.

“My feeling is the play el-
ement gets marginalized and 
lost in the sports in the United 
States,” he said.

Even some parents lose 
sight when they “look at even 
children’s play instrumentally, 
as a means to a college schol-
arship,” and so they may push 

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

their kids starting at a young age 
to work year-round in order to 
standout in a particular sport.

Catholic institutions and 
their sports programs need to be 
careful not “to fall into the same 
mindset that’s predominant in 
the culture of viewing sport in-
strumentally as a means to an 
end,” he said. “Because that’s 
a very small step then to view-
ing our students as means to an 
end.”

Taking part in a sport, he 
said, has to remain “an educa-
tional experience that leads to 
the development of the full per-
son.”

Pope To Sports World:
Don’t Cheat People Out Of

Joy, Benefits Of Game
VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- Pope Francis challenged the sports 

world to fend off corrupt and manipulative practices and to uphold 
the values of honesty, fairness and transparency.

“It would be sad for sport and for humanity if people were 
unable to trust in the truth of sporting results, or if cynicism and 
disenchantment were to drown out enthusiasm” or joyful and un-
selfish participation, he said Oct. 5 in the Vatican’s Paul VI au-
dience hall. He spoke during the opening ceremony of a world 
conference on faith and sport hosted by the Pontifical Council for 
Culture Oct. 6-7.

In his talk, the pope mentioned a campaign led by the United 
Nations to “fight against the cancer of corruption in all areas of 
society.”

“When people strive to create a society that is fairer and 
transparent, they collaborate with the work of God,” he said.

The pope presented “representatives of sport and of the 
businesses that sponsor sporting events” with the task and chal-
lenge to maintain the honesty of sport and protect it “from the 
manipulations and commercial abuse.”
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EMMITSBURG, Md. 
(CNS) -- Members of the U.S. 
Navy, Marine Corps, Coast 
Guard, Merchant Marines and 
Public Health Services were rec-
ognized at the annual Pilgrim-
age for the Sea Services Mass 
Oct. 2 at the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton.

Cardinal Theodore E. Mc-
Carrick, the retired archbishop 
of Washington and son of a ship 
captain, celebrated the Mass. It 
was organized, among others, 
by retired Adm. William Fallon. 
Hymns were sung by the Catho-
lic Choir from the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis.

The story of St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, who became a Cath-
olic after traveling to Italy with 
her ailing husband, is familiar. 
The widow underwent many 
hardships, but founded the Sis-
ters of Charity, schools and or-
phanages. She died in 1821 and 
was canonized as the first Amer-
ican-born saint in 1975.

Less well known is that her 
two sons, Richard and William, 
served on the USS Cyane and 
USS Macedonian, respectively. 
Her devotion to them led then-
Msgr. John O’Connor, a former 
Navy admiral and chaplain and 
the future cardinal-archbishop of 
the Archdiocese of New York, to 
lead the effort to have her named 
“Patroness of the Sea” in the late 
1970s.

Fallon, whose education in-
cludes a Catholic high school 
in New Jersey and Villanova 
University, said Mother Seton’s 
work and entombment at the 
shrine that bears her name made 
it a natural location for the ac-
knowledgement of those who 
serve at sea.

“They face a lot of dangers,” 
he said, of the U.S. armed forc-
es. “It’s good to pay tribute to 
them.”

During his homily, similarly, 
Cardinal McCarrick spoke of 
Mother Seton’s dedication to her 

sons in the Navy, and praised the 
service of the men and women 
in the armed forces.

“I see a group of people who 
love their country,” he said. “We 
are not alone in wanting peace 
around the world.” 

Almost every pew in the 
shrine’s basilica was occupied. 

Special Mass Draws Members Of U.S. Military
Sea Services To Mother Seton’s Shrine

CNS Photos/Courtesy Seton Shrine

SEA SERVICES MASS:  (Left) The U.S. military’s Joint Ceremonial Color Guard leads the opening procession for the Pilgrimage of the 
Sea Services Mass Sunday, October 2 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Emmitsburg MD.  (Right) The 
U.S. Naval Academy Catholic Choir sings hymns during the Pilgrimage of the Sea Services Mass.

A Joint Ceremonial Color Guard 
led the opening procession, and 
remained at attention for the na-
tional anthem. A local Knights 
of Columbus council also par-
ticipated in the Mass. 

Afterward, worshippers con-
versed while enjoying a courtesy 
dinner provided by the shrine’s 
staff. 

“It’s a really good ceremony, 
it always has been,” said Mi-
chael Weaver, an Army veteran 
from Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
who attended with his daughter, 
Michelle. “Mother Seton kind 
of brought the religion to the re-
gion.” 

Carol Birzer, a Navy veteran, 

By Cameron Rogers
Catholic News Service

spoke highly of the Catholic 
Choir from the Naval Academy, 
which had not sung in the pre-
vious Pilgrimage for the Sea 
Masses she had attended at the 
shrine.

“It’s nice knowing we had a 
saint here,” said Birzer, of the 
grounds where Mother Seton 
lived and taught.

Tony DiIulio, program direc-
tor at the shrine, said he hoped 
the site’s beauty and history con-
tinue to draw people.

“I see (Mother Seton) as a 
model parent,” he said. “I also 
think, for anyone who has hard 
times, she’s a model on how to 
remain faithful and committed 
to the Lord.”

The story of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, who became a Catholic after traveling to 
Italy with her ailing husband, is familiar. The widow underwent many hardships, 
but founded the Sisters of Charity, schools and orphanages. She died in 1821 
and was canonized as the first American-born saint in 1975.  Less well known 
is that her two sons, Richard and William, served on the USS Cyane and USS 
Macedonian, respectively. Her devotion to them led then - Msgr. John O’Connor, 
a former Navy admiral and chaplain and the future cardinal - archbishop of the 
Archdiocese of New York, to lead the effort to have her named “Patroness of the 
Sea” in the late 1970s.
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WATM - TV ABC Channel 23

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop 
Mark L. Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will include:

October 23 - - As Bishop Mark prepares to celebrate 
his annual Mass recognizing Scouting in our Diocese, 
Boy Scout Matt Beam and his dad, Michael Beam, 
members of Saint Matthew Parish in Tyrone, recall a 
special Scouting project they completed for the par-
ish.

October 30 - -  Our People from the Pew series spot-
lights Lu and Mary Lessard, parishioners of the Ba-
silica of Saint Michael the Archangel in Loretto. The 
couple discusses their spirituality as members of a 
parish with a strong connection to the Prince - Priest, 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin.

NEW YORK (CNS) -- 
Director Tim Burton is on his 
home turf with the gothic fan-
tasy “Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children” (Fox).

While his adaptation of 
Ransom Riggs’ 2011 novel is 
mildly entertaining, however, 
it’s hobbled by an overly com-
plicated premise and by the 
head-scratching implications of 
time travel. 

Bridging the film’s two set-
tings, present-day Florida and 
the Britain of the 1940s, is kind-

ly grandfather Abraham ‘Abe’ 
Portman (Terence Stamp). As a 
boy during World War II, Abe 
had been sent from his native 
Poland to a remote island off 
the coast of Wales where he had 
found a refuge in the institution 
of the title. 

Though he has a frayed re-
lationship with his son, Frank 
(Chris O’Dowd), Abe and his 
grandson, Jake (Asa Butter-
field), are the best of friends, and 
Abe delights in regaling Jake 
with tales of the otherworldly 
goings-on he experienced at 
Miss Peregrine’s (Eva Green) 
establishment. As he gets older, 
though, Jake becomes skeptical 

about Abe’s yarns, to the detri-
ment of their bond.

Following Abe’s mysteri-
ous death, which seems to be 
linked to his past, Jake convinc-
es Frank to take him to Wales 
where he hopes to learn the truth 
about grandpa’s childhood. 

Once there, Jake enters the 
“time loop” which allows Miss 
Peregrine and her charges -- all 
of them endowed with paranor-
mal gifts -- to live the same day 
in the fall of 1943 over and over 
again. Each evening, we learn, 
they magically reverse time at 
precisely the moment a Luft-
waffe bomb is about to obliterate 
their Victorian mansion.  

As Jake falls for Emma 
(Ella Purnell), a girl who can 
float through the air, and battles 
an eyeless villain named Bar-
ron (Samuel L. Jackson), famil-
iar Hollywood tropes about the 
value of being different from 
everyone else and substituting 
a self-selected family for an in-
adequate biological one are trot-
ted out yet again. Jake discovers 
that he, too, is a “peculiar,” and 
receives from Miss Peregrine 
and her kids the love and atten-
tion good-hearted but ineffectual 
Frank has always failed to de-
liver.

CNS Photo/Fox

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR PECULIAR CHILDREN:  Eva Green, Asa Butterfield and 
Georgia Pemberton star in a scene from the movie “Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children.” The 
Catholic News Service classification is A-II -- adults and adolescents. The Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cautioned. Some material may be inappropriate for children 
under 13.

While too scary for tots -- 
one scene shows Barron and his 
evil cohorts feasting on gouged-
out eyeballs -- “Miss Peregrine” 
is generally well suited for their 
older siblings, many of whom 
will likely appreciate its maca-
bre elements. There’s mayhem 
aplenty, but it’s almost all blood-
less. Accordingly, only the occa-
sional touch of slightly vulgar 
language, together with a cou-
ple of lapses where the Second 
Commandment is concerned, 

Miss Peregrine’s Home
Too Peculiar For Most

Children
By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service

will raise a red flag for parents.
The film contains much 

stylized violence with mini-
mal gore, some disturbing im-
ages, at least one use of pro-
fanity, a milder oath and a few 
crass terms. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II 
-- adults and adolescents. The 
Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG-13 -- par-
ents strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate 
for children under 13.

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950
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Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

May
They Rest 
In Peace

will raise a red flag for parents.
The film contains much 

stylized violence with mini-
mal gore, some disturbing im-
ages, at least one use of pro-
fanity, a milder oath and a few 
crass terms. The Catholic News 
Service classification is A-II 
-- adults and adolescents. The 
Motion Picture Association of 
America rating is PG-13 -- par-
ents strongly cautioned. Some 
material may be inappropriate 
for children under 13.

Aurele H. Ledoux

Aurele H. “Butch” Ledoux, 
98, of North Dartmouth MA, 
died Wednesday, October 5, 
at Saint Luke’s Hospital.  He 
was the father of Father Albert 
Ledoux, pastor of Saint Deme-
trius Parish, Gallitzin.  

He was born October 31, 
1917, in North Dartmouth, the 
son of the late Henri & Arzelie 
(Brouillette) Ledoux. He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 
54 years, Georgianna (LeBlanc), 
and brothers and sisters Amelia 
Pepin, Alphonse, Loretta Tet-
rault, Gerard, Conrad, and Aline 
Saulniers. He was the last mem-
ber of his immediate family. 

He is survived by his sons 
Father Albert, and Leo, and his 
wife Susan of North Dartmouth. 

A World War II veteran of 
the U.S. Army Air Forces, he 
worked for 40 years at Morse 
Cutting Tools, retiring in 1980. 
An avid Yankees fan, he also ran 
the Saint George Parish Bingo 
in Westport for many years, and 
worked the Stang Bingo after 
that. 

He was a fervent Catholic 
and very devoted to St. George 
Parish, where he was a mem-
ber of the Holy Name Society, 
served on Parish Council, and 
likewise as an officer for the par-
ish Credit Union. Along with his 
wife, he was a recipient of the 
Diocesan Marian Award. 

The Funeral Mass for Au-
rele H. Ledoux was celebrated 
Wednesday, October 12 at Saint 
George Church, Westport MA.  
Committal was at Sacred Heart 
Cemetery #1, New Bedford.

The evaluation team report 
included several positive obser-
vations. The overview section 
of the report notes that “since 
its last self-study in 2006, Saint 
Francis University has under-
gone a number of changes that 
have placed it in an enviable po-
sition relative to its peer institu-
tions – mid-sized liberal arts col-
leges located in rural America.”  
Other observations include that 
Saint Francis University has 
strengthened its mission state-
ment and goals so that they are 
part of the living fabric of all 
aspects of the University, de-
veloped a number of successful 
market-driven programs in the 
health sciences and engineering 
and developed growing online 
master degree programs in busi-
ness and the health sciences, re-
structured itself as a university 
with four schools: Arts and Let-
ters, Business, Health Sciences, 
and Sciences, substantially ex-
panded the size of the full-time 
faculty, seen significant increas-
es in its enrollment, engaged in 
aggressive fundraising and seen 
modest endowment growth so 
that the university remains af-
fordable for the students that 
it serves, enhanced its physi-
cal plant both by building new 
structures and renovating old 
ones, installed a new president 
in the last two years, and begun 
a thorough assessment of all uni-
versity programs and activities. 

Overall, the evaluation team 
found that “Saint Francis Uni-
versity is a dynamic and vibrant 
educational community com-

mitted to its mission, offering a 
rigorous educational experience 
and graduating students who are 
excellently prepared to embark 
on their chosen careers.”

A few weeks ago, Saint 
Francis University welcomed 
more than 400 new students to 
begin the 2016-2017 academic 
year.  With returning students, 
total University enrollment is 
nearly 1,700 undergraduate 
and 600 graduate students. The 
University’s undergraduate pro-
grams are built upon a liberal 
arts foundation, informed by its 
Franciscan and Catholic values, 
delivered largely in a residential 
setting, and include 58 majors 
and 55 minors.  Graduate de-
grees are offered in the health 
sciences, business, and educa-
tion in on-campus, off-campus, 
and online formats.  Please visit 
the program index or call (814) 
472 - 3100 for information.

The Middle States Commis-
sion on Higher Education is rec-
ognized by the U.S. Secretary of 
Education to conduct accredita-
tion and pre-accreditation activi-
ties for institutions of higher ed-
ucation in Delaware, the District 
of Columbia, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, including distance 
education and correspondence 
education programs offered at 
those institutions.  The Com-
mission has served the Mid - At-
lantic Region since 1919. The 
Commission is a voluntary, non 
- governmental, membership as-
sociation that defines, maintains, 
and promotes educational excel-
lence across institutions with di-

verse missions, student popula-
tions, and resources. It examines 
each institution as a whole, rath-
er than specific programs within 
institutions. The Commission is 
led by commissioners who are 
institutional leaders from mem-
ber schools, decides actions for 
member schools, and employs 
a staff including vice presidents 
who serve as liaisons to each 
member school.

The University remains 
committed to the accreditation 
process that “ensures institution-
al accountability, self-appraisal, 
improvement, and innovation 
through peer review and the rig-
orous application of standards 
within the context of institution-
al mission,” as described in the 
mission statement of MSCHE, 
available at https://www.msche.
org/.  Please contact the Univer-
sity Accreditation Liaison Offi-
cer, Dr. Peter Skoner (pskoner@
francis.edu or 814 – 472 - 3085), 
with any questions.

Local Artist Exhibits

Cresson:  Local artist, S. 
Scott Steberger, is the latest cre-
ative talent to exhibit artwork 
at Mount Aloysius College in 
Cresson, Pa.  Over 40 of the 
artist’s landscape drawings and 
paintings are on display at the 
College’s historic Wolf-Kuhn 
Gallery.  Steberger, who grew 
up and still resides in Lilly, Pa. 
says that almost all of the pieces 
in the exhibition represent rural 
scene within 10 to 20 miles of 
his Lily home.

“My landscapes are inspired 
by the Alleghenies,” he said. “I 
am most attracted to sites where 
man-made “things” interact 
with nature to form scenes of 
harmony; cultivated farmland, a 
winding-road through the trees, 
an old silo shooting into the sky 
and of late, the windmills, danc-
ing like stick figures along the 
horizon.”

A graduate of the Penn-
sylvania State University’s Art 
Program, Steberger’s work 
has been exhibited throughout 
the southern Alleghenies and 
western Pennsylvania regions.  
Highlights include the Carnegie 

Museum of Art in Pittsburgh, 
the Westmoreland Museum of 
American Art in Greensburg, 
and locally, the Southern Al-
leghenies Museum of Art’s 
various museums as well as 
the Artworks/Bottleworks in 
Johnstown, Pa.  In addition to 
making art, Steberger is an ad-
junct instructor at both Mount 
Aloysius College in Cresson and 
Saint Francis University in Lo-
retto.

S. Scott Steberger’s “Barns 
and Trees and Things” will 
be exhibited until January 13, 
2017.  The Wolf Kuhn Gallery 
of Mount Aloysius College is 
located at 7373 Admiral Peary 
Highway, Cresson, Pa.  The 
Gallery is free to the public, 
weekdays, during normal school 
hours.  The exhibition can be 
seen on weekends.  Visitors are 
urged to call Mount Aloysius 
College at (814) - 886 - 6327 
or (814) - 886 - 4131 to verify 
availability.  They will happily 
accommodate visitors.

Prayer

Carmelite Novena

Loretto:  The year’s tenth 
novena to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel and Saint Therese, the 
Little Flower, offered by the 
Discalced Carmelite Nuns, will 
open Saturday, October 22 and 
conclude Sunday, October 30.

All intentions submitted to 
the Nuns will be remembered in 
the special Novena prayers fol-
lowing daily Mass in the newly 
renovated chapel at the Carmel-
ite Monastery.

Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament and venera-
tion of the relic of Saint Therese 
is held every Sunday and every 
First Friday of the month at 4:00 
p.m.

Those desiring to share in 
the graces and blessings of these 
nine days of prayer, and in the 
private prayers of the Carmelite 
Nuns during the Novena are re-
quested to send their petitions to 
Mother Prioress, Discalced Car-
melite Monastery, P.O. Box 57, 
Loretto PA 15940.

CARMELITE NOVENA:  The Discalced Carmelite Nuns of Lo-
retto will hold their monthly Novena to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and Saint Therese, the Little Flower, in their newly - renovated pub-
lic chapel and cloistered choir October 22 - 30.

(Continued From Page 6.)

Eternal rest grant 
unto him, O Lord.
May his soul, and 
the souls of all the 
faithful departed, 
through the mer-
cy of God, rest in 
peace.  Amen.
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MIRACULOUS MEDAL CHAPEL:  A chapel dedicated to the Miraculous Medal is among the 70 
chapels found in the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC.

Diocesan Faithful
Can Obtain

Jubilee Indulgence
During National Shrine

Pilgrimage
Throughout the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, the 

faithful have been able to obtain an indulgence by passing 
through designated Holy Doors at special places of worship.

Sixteen pilgrims from the Altoona - Johnstown Diocese re-
ceived the indulgence when they journeyed to Rome in early 
September and walked through the Holy Doors at the four Ma-
jor Basilicas, including Saint Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican.

Others of the faithful were able to receive the indulgence 
by visiting any one of three parishes - - Saint Thomas the 
Apostle in Bedford, Holy Name in Ebensburg, and Saint Pat-
rick in Newry - - which were observing their 200th anniversary 
this year.  Bishop Mark L. Bartchak designated those church-
es as the sites of the official Holy Doors for the Diocese of 
Altoona - Johnstown.

On Saturday, November 12, Bishop Mark will lead pil-
grims from the eight county Diocese to the Basilica of the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC 
where they will again have the opportunity to pass through a 
Holy Door, and become eligible to receive the indulgence.

In addition to passing through a Holy Door, pilgrims are 
also asked to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation, re-
ceive Holy Communion, and pray for the intentions of the Holy 
Father, Pope Francis.

Pilgrims will arrive at the National Shrine Basilica at 11:00 
a.m., and will celebrate midday prayer at noon.  Confessions 
will be heard beginning at 1:30 p.m., and Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 3:00, prior to departure from Washington at 4:30 
p.m.

Parishes are making arrangements to charter busses for 
the trip.

The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception houses more than 70 chapels and oratories hon-
oring the Blessed Mother of God.

Pilgrims to the Basilica have included three Popes:  Saint 
John Paul II, Pope Benedict XVI, and Pope Francis, who vis-
ited there in September 2015.
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