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Holy Year Of Mercy

Pilgrimage Inspired By Example Of Mother Teresa

CNS Photo/Courtesy Catholic Press Photo

SHOWING MERCY:  In an 
undated photograph, Mother Te-
resa shows loving mercy to an 
ailing man in one of her homes 
for the dying in India.  Her can-
onization on Sunday, September 
4 is a celebration of God’s mer-
cy revealed through her life and 
ministry, and will be the high-
light of The Catholic Register 
Holy Year Of Mercy Pilgrimage 
to Italy.

Pope Francis, in calling for 
the celebration of a Holy Year 
Of Mercy, asked the Christian 
faithful to be “Merciful like the 
Father.”

In announcing that Mother 
Teresa Of Kolkata will be can-
onized during the Year Of Mer-
cy, on Sunday, September 4, the 
Holy Father might also have 
asked the faithful to be “Merci-
ful like the Mother.”

The foundress of the Mis-
sionaries of Charity, embodied 
two meanings of the word “mer-
cy” during the course of her life 
and ministry.  Choosing to leave 
the Sisters of Loreto in order to 
found a new order, Mother Tere-
sa wanted to live with the poor-
est of the poor, and to stand in 
solidarity with them.  That defi-
nition of “mercy” is found in the 
Hebrew word “Hesed.”

In standing in solidar-
ity with all who were suffering, 
Mother Teresa further embodied 
another aspect of mercy, as de-
fined by the Latin word “miseri-
cordia” - - to give a heart to the 
wretched.

In responding to the call to 
be merciful like the Father, and 
in imitating Mother Teresa, to be 
merciful like the Mother, Catho-
lics in the Diocese of Altoona - 
Johnstown are being offered the 
opportunity to make a Holy Year 
Of Mercy pilgrimage to Italy, 
during which they will be able 

to participate in Mother Teresa’s 
canonization Mass in Saint Pe-
ter’s Square at the Vatican.

The pilgrimage is being 
sponsored by The Catholic 
Register.  In announcing the sa-
cred journey, Monsignor Timo-
thy P. Stein, editor, said “This 
Year Of Mercy is a time for us to 
join with one another in prayer 
and good deeds that reflect the 
infinite mercy of God to our 
world.”

A pilgrimage, he noted “is 
not a vacation or a jolly holiday, 
but a real act of prayer and pen-
ance.  The pilgrim is able to re-
ceive gifts of grace that can be 
shared with others.  I am sure all 
of us will be remembering the 
very special intentions of very 
special people during the pil-
grimage.”

(Continued On Page 10.)
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SAINT CLEMENT:  Saint Clement Parish, Johnstown, celebrated Confirmation on Thursday, April 14.  Pictured are (left to right) First 
row:  Delana Kirwan, Alexis Pollock, Sydney Distefano, Madelyn Bridges, Zachary Krieger, Megan Rutledge, Kayla Vizza.  Second row:  
Logan Casper, Anthony Cacciotti, Alexander Barnhart, Alexis Schiffauer, Alayna Kalinyak, Jacob Elders, David Swank and Matthew 
Gaborek.  Father William E. Rosenbaum is pastor and Mandy Vigna is director of religious education.

CLINTON COUNTY CONFIRMATION:  The Clinton County parishes of Holy Spirit, Lock Haven and Saint Joseph, Renovo, cel-
ebrated Confirmation at Holy Spirit Church on Sunday, April 17.  Pictured are (left to right) First row:    Hailey Risley (Saint Joseph Parish), 
Quinn McCluskey, Rebecca Piergallini, Amy Watt, Andrea Motter, Ciera Strouse, Kathryn Kline, Father Charles Ugo (pastor, Saint Joseph 
Parish.  Second row:  Father Joseph Orr (pastor, Holy Spirit), Jacob Wasilko, Jeremiah Hoy, McCartney Register, Bishop Mark L. Bartchak, 
Spencer Wockenfuss, Nicholas Noll and Alexander Roller.

RECEIVES AWARD:  Sonny Consiglio (center), executive direc-
tor of the Saint Vincent DePaul Society in the Altoona - Johnstown 
Diocese was honored with the Paul Harris Award by the Rotary 
Club of Altoona, for exemplifyng Harris’ motto “Service above 
self.”  Presenting the award were Jason Ebersole (left, Rotary Club 
president) and John Wolf (right, past president and sponsor of the 
Paul Harris Award.)

High Schools

Students Donate

Ebensburg:  In April, stu-
dents in Mr. Nagy’s Introduction 
to Economics Class at Bishop 
Carroll Catholic High School 
participated in the annual Busi-
ness Simulation Project, a 
project that teaches students 
valuable business skills and eco-
nomic concepts and benefits a 
local charity.

The project required stu-
dents to research, market, and 
sell a product, thereby learn-
ing how businesses function. 
This year’s choice was portable 
phone chargers.

Proceeds from sales always 
benefit a charity selected by the 
class. This year, the class chose 
the Holy Name Gabriel Project, 
a Parish Ministry of Holy Name 
Church that offers spiritual and 
emotional support and generous 
basic needs to expectant moth-
ers and families in the Northern 
Cambria Region of Cambria 
County.

Mothers/families are given 
items such as new Pack ’N Plays 
and car seats if needed, as well 
as diapers, wipes, clothes, lo-
tion, blankets, sheets, and other 
necessities throughout the ba-
by’s first year of life. 

Thanks to the success of 
their project, Bishop Carroll 
students were able to present a 
check for $713.43 to Stephanie 
Neighbors, coordinator of the 
Gabriel Project.

In addition to benefitting 
a good cause, the assignment 
allows students to experience 
various economic concepts first-
hand. For example, it required 
each student to contribute a dol-
lar to the class, or “company,” 
which simulated the ownership 
of stock in the company, giving 

each stockholder a voice in what 
happens.  

The class then elected a 
leadership team and developed 
a company name, logo, and mis-
sion statement. They developed 
a variety of ideas for products, 
keeping in mind that they must 
include a Bishop Carroll sym-
bol (the logo, name, paw, etc.). 
Before selecting a final product, 
students conducted valuable 
market research on the demand 
for the product by surveying 
classmates, teachers, parents, 
etc.

“Everyone had a different 
view of how to approach making 
money for the Gabriel Project at 
first, but after we elected lead-
ers, we got more organized,” 
said senior Cole Crusciel. “Once 
we were able to collectively 
make a decision and move for-

ward, we were more unified and 
were able to really pull together 
for the Gabriel Project.”

 “For me, the project was 
very enlightening,” said senior 
Lucas Hutsky. “It showed us 
how businesses work on a ba-
sic level, and it was astound-
ing to me to see that the money 
we raised went to such a noble 
cause as the Gabriel Project.”

People

Receives Award

Altoona:  Anthony “Son-
ny” Consiglio has received the 
Paul Harris Award from the Ro-
tary Club of Altoona for his ser-
vices to assist the needy in the 
greater Altoona community.

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

(Continued On Page 3.)
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In The Alleghenies

HOLY ROSARY:  Holy Rosary Parish in Juniata, Altoona, celebrated Confirmation on Wednesday, 
March 30 and First Holy Communion on Sunday, May 1.  Pictured are (top photo, left to right) Ryan 
Maucieri, Zackary Miller, Dylan John, Brendan Kowalski, Jason Roland, Monsignor Michael Servinsky 
(pastor), Maura Kelly, Abigail Luensmann,  Rhiannon Stangl and Kamryn Mercer; and (bottom photo, 
left to right) First row:  Jacob Zavalanski, Braxton Eckenrode, Marina Petucci, Julianna Zavalanski, 
Haylee Herist, Evan Burke, Anthony Kowalski, Dante LaRocco.  Second row:  Cathy Vorndran (cat-
echist) and Monsignor Servinsky.  Jeanette Fabbri is director of religious education.

Sonny has served as execu-
tive director of the Saint Vin-
cent DePaul Society for the past 
twelve years, which have seen 
major strides in their program to 
assist those in need. 

In 2015, $375,000 in fi-
nancial aid was raised to assist 
28,000 in need.  Food for Fami-
lies served 35,000 people.

The newest project, an ex-
panded thrift store at 1213 7th 
Avenue, Altoona, is receiving 
positive comments on the ex-
panded selection and value pric-
ing for clothing and home fur-
nishings for those in need.

Rotary International is a 
network of 35,000 clubs around 
the world founded by Attorney 

Paul Harris in Chicago, 1905.
The Paul Harris award is an 

honor given to those who por-
tray his motto, “Service Above 
Self.”

Publishes Book

Cresson:  Lance Loya, 
mens’ basketball coach at Mount 
Aloysius College, has had a new 
book published.

Building Good Teammates: 
The Story Of My Mount Rush-
more, A Coaching Epiphany, 
And That Nun, is an inspira-
tional and insightful look into 
the value of getting people to 
be good teammates, whether 
it is on the sports field, in the 
workplace, or as part of a fam-
ily. 

Loya previously wrote and 
illustrated the popular children’s 
book, Be A Good Teammate, 
which teaches kids the impor-
tance of teamwork. The success 
of that book led to the publica-
tion of his new adult non - fic-
tion title.

“Everybody is part of a team 
in some capacity.  A community 
is a team.  A family is a team.  
Even the church is a team.  And I 
think that is why the message of 
the children’s book resonated so 
well with kids and adults. 

“I would visit schools to 
talk about the children’s book 
and inevitably a teacher or prin-
cipal would approach me af-
terwards and tell me I needed 
to write an adult version of the 
book,” Loya said.

HOLY FAMILY, COLVER:  Holy Family Parish, Colver, cele-
brated Confirmation Sunday, April 10.  Pictured are (left to right) 
Sister Anna Maria Lorenzon of the Sisters of Saint Ann (catechist), 
Michael Walwro, Kaylee Miller and Anthony Vicini.  Father Ber-
nard Grega is pastor.

Building Good Teammates 
is the story behind the good 
teammate philosophy.  It details 
how a “Mary Poppins - ish” nun 
caused the coach to explore how 
his methods were influenced by 
his unusual childhood and his 
personal Mount Rushmore - - 
the four men who had the big-
gest impact on his life.

Through the examination of 
the virtue of trust, a key compo-
nent to being a good teammate, 
he explains how the coaches 
who impacted his life demon-
strated how to have trust, build 
trust, and earn trust. Those three 
elements coincide with Loya’s 
three components of a good 
teammate: care, share, and lis-
ten.

When Sister Eric Marie Set-
lock joined Loya’s quest to build 
good teammates, the practices of 
the unassuming woman became 
the basis for the coach’s system. 
He explains how the Sisters of 
Mercy values of mercy, justice, 
hospitality, and service can be 
applied to using sports to teach 
kids to be good teammates.

“Coaching kids to be com-
petitive is a worthwhile endeav-
or, but it should take a backseat 
to teaching kids to be good team-
mates. That is the kind of intan-
gible skill that will allow players 
to experience happiness for rest 
of their lives,” Loya said.

Loya coaches men’s basket-
ball at Mount Aloysius College, 
where he is currently the insti-
tutions’ all - time winningest 
coach.  He also operates several 
popular youth camps and is a 
two - time recipient of the pres-

tigious Schoenfeld Sportsman-
ship Award, as presented by the 
Collegiate Basketball Officials 
Association.

The book is published by 
Jetlaunch Publishing and is 
available through Amazon.com 
and various other book outlets.

Prayer

Reflection Rescheduled

Bellefonte:  The Evening 
Reflection on the Spiritual 
Works of Mercy scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 17 at Saint John 
the Evangelist Parish has been 
moved to Monday, May 16. The 
gathering will be held from 6:00 
- 9:00 p.m., and will include 
a Gospel reading, homily, and 
group discussion. 

All are invited to attend.

Carmelite Novena

Loretto:  The year’s fifth 
novena to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel and Saint Therese, the 
Little Flower, ofered by the 
Discalced Carmelite Nuns, will 
open on the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Trinity, Sunday, May 
22, and conclude on Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 30.

All intentions submitted to 
the nuns will be remembered 
in the special novena prayers 
offered after daily Mass in the 
chapel at Carmel.

(Continued From Page 2.)

(Continued On Page 6.)
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Point Of View

Another 
Perspective
By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

Point Of View

Family Matters
By Amy Kanich

Save The Shrine

Call A Spade A Spade

“Call a spade a spade, Amy.  
You know very well people like 
me don’t belong in church.” she 
said.  “I have too many battle 
wounds, deep scars, not to men-
tion the war stories.  If I even 
tried to come back to church, the 
whispers from the pews would 
make me run for cover!” she 
bluntly added.   

As I sat there listening to her 
reveal the depths of her aching 
heart, I struggled to find words 
of comfort that would possibly 
penetrate her almost desperate 
like soul.  My thoughts wan-
dered...  Should I tell her she is a 
beautiful child of God who loves 
her very much?   Should I tell 
her church is for the saints and 
the sinners? Should I apologize 
for the people within the church 
who instead of embracing her 
found another opportunity to 
further wound her hurting heart?

Although, I am sure these 
words of comfort may have 
provided some cool relief to her 
parched soul, I knew deep inside 
they would not be enough.  For 
this woman did not want some 
canned version of comfort.  She 
did not want another religious 
person telling her about re-
pentance and conversion.  She 
wanted proof, actual evidence, 
cold hard facts that God can take 
a messy, a not so pretty life and 
turn it into something worth-
while and she wanted proof she 
did belong within the congrega-
tion that too often, although un-
spoken, told her otherwise. 

As I sat there struggling to 
find the words of comfort, I said 
a fast prayer to the Holy Spirit, 
the ultimate comforter.   As 
quickly as my prayer arose in my 

heart, a reflection I was given at 
a retreat quickly came to mind.   
It wasn’t the typical emotional 
story. It wasn’t a feel good, make 
it all better read.  It simply was 
a blacklist of people and their 
faults, a list of sinners and their 
sins.   Perhaps the possible proof 
of evidence this woman needed 
to hear that would convince her 
God and His church does loves 
her very much and wants more 
than anything for her to come 
home.   The reflection is titled, 
“If you feel you don’t belong, 
just remember…..”

If you feel you don’t belong 
remember:

• Noah was a drunk. 
Abraham was too old

• Isaac was a daydream-
er. Jacob was a liar.

• Leah was ugly. Joseph 
was abused

• Moses had a stuttering 
problem. Gideon was afraid

• Samson had long hair 
and was a womanizer. Rahab 
was a prostitute

• David was an adulterer 
and a murderer

• Elijah was suicidal. 
Isaiah preached naked

• Jonah ran from God. 
Job went bankrupt

• John the Baptist ate 
bugs. Peter denied Christ

•  The disciples fell 
asleep while praying.  Martha 
worried about everything

• The Samaritan woman 
was divorced (more than once) 
AND Lazarus was DEAD!

As she read the last of the 
names her furrowed brow soft-
ened and a glimmer of hope ap-
peared her eyes.  As she gripped 
tightly to this list in her hand, 
she looked up at me, smiled 
and said, “Maybe I do belong in 
church.....”  Returning her smile, 
I said. “You sure do my friend!  
Welcome Home!”   Blessings!

Photo By Monsignor Timothy P. Stein

I don’t like to eat my words, but this is one time that I have to.
A few months ago I wrote a column dealing with the vast 

number of buildings owned by our parishes and schools that have 
outlived their usefulness, and made the point that in the end build-
ings are just buildings, and when they are no longer serviceable, 
can and should be disposed of - - that we are not called to leave 
monuments behind us when we leave this earth, because here we 
have no lasting city.

While still holding to that position, I would make one very 
big exception to that rule, and that is in the case of the National 
Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel located at the Motherhouse of 
the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament in Bensalem, a suburb of 
Philadelphia.

On page 13 of this issue you can read about the decision an-
nounced by the Sisters on May 3 to sell their Bensalem property, 
and to move the body of Saint Katharine to a new tomb in the Ca-
thedral – Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelphia.  Sister 
Donna Breslin, president of the community said the decision to 
sell was made after much prayer and reflection, and that proceeds 
from the sale of the Bensalem property, and property in Virginia, 
would be used to support the mission of the Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament in fighting racism and working for justice, and in secur-
ing the continuing care of retired Sisters.

I wonder what Saint Katharine Drexel would have to say 
about all this.  A Philadelphia – born banking heiress, the inheritor 
of one of America’s largest fortunes, Saint Katharine was not con-
cerned about securing the future of her congregation.  The only 
family money she spent on her community was for the construc-
tion of the chapel and Motherhouse in 1891.  She refused to en-
dow the works of the community or the community itself, believing 
that God in His providence would provide.  The millions of dollars 
that passed through her hands all went to support the work done 
by others serving the Black and Native American populations.  Her 
only material gift to her Sisters was the house she built for them.

In 2003 the Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament showed a simi-
lar trust in providence when they built in Bensalem a vast new 
Mission Center and Visitors Center at the Shrine.  Maybe those 
resources could have been better spent elsewhere, but the Sis-
ters followed Saint Katharine’s lead and spent without counting 
the cost, so that people coming to learn about Saint Katharine and 
to venerate her remains could be given a fitting welcome.

The National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel and the Moth-
erhouse are more than just buildings.  They are holy ground.  A 
Saint built them, lived and worked there, prayed there, suffered 
and died there.  Unlike many other Saints, Saint Katharine’s body 
has never been exhumed.  It has rested in peace in the very same 
tomb since 1955.  Now she is to be displaced.

Saint Katharine’s tomb, her shrine and her convent have great 
significance for the Church in the United States.  Saint Katharine 
is only the second Saint to have been born in the United States.  
Her tomb, her shrine and her convent home should be preserved 
for the whole American Church.  A few years ago, the Pope John 
Paul II Cultural Center in Washington DC was facing bankruptcy 
and closure.  The Knights of Columbus came forward to buy the 
property and turned it into the National Shrine of Saint John Paul 
II.  I hope and pray that they will show a similar interest in Saint 
Katharine’s Shrine.  Maybe they will be the Knights in white armor 
saving this damsel in distress.

This great national treasure must not be lost to the Church.  
This is a place worth preserving.



The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                           Page 5

The Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown has published a list of clergy who have been the sub-
ject of credible allegations of sexual abuse of minors. The list below is posted on the Dioc-
esan website at www.dioceseaj.org, and is considered to be a working document. As the 
Diocese confirms more information, it will add the names of other priests against whom 
credible accusations of sexual misconduct involving children have been made.

The list below identifies Diocesan priests who were the subject of credible allegations of sexual abuse of minors 
and the current status of each.  

Ackerson, Francis
Bender, Joseph
Boyle, John J.
Bunn, James
Carroll, Thomas M.
Coleman, Dennis
Crouse, William
Fabbri, Mario
Figurelle, Elwood F. 
Gaborek, Joseph
Grattan, Bernard V. 
Koharchik, George D. 
Kovach, William
Lemmon, Thomas (Deacon)
Luddy, Francis 
Maurizio, Joseph D. 
McCaa, Francis
McCamley, Martin D. 
O’Friel, Daniel
Rosensteel, William A. 
Skupien, James
Strittmatter, Joseph

The list below identifies Diocesan priests who have been suspended from ministry by the Bishop of the Diocese of Altoona - John-
stown as a result of receipt of an allegation of sexual abuse of a minor.  

Priests Under Suspension
Arseneault, Fr. David
Bodziak, Fr. Charles

Cingle, Fr. Martin
Coveney, Fr. James

Kelly, Fr. Robert
Little, Msgr. Anthony

None of the individuals listed above is permitted to serve in ministry or function as a priest.  

Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Removed From Public Ministry
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Laicized
Laicized
Laicized
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Incarcerated 
Deceased
Removed From Public Ministry
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased
Deceased

Diocese Releases List Of Clergy
With Credible Allegations Against Them

Name Current Status



Page 6                              The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                                        The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                                Page 7

In The Alleghenies

SACRED HEART:  Sacred Heart Parish, Altoona, celebrated Confirmation on Wednesday, March 30.  
Pictured are (left to right) Anthony Bertani, Malia Schimminger, Kylee Clawson, Jenna Yahner, Ol-
ivia DeAngelis, Kathleen Price, Samantha Baker, Jacob Hord, Andrey Lear, Preston Whitfield, Michael 
Campbell, Timothy Becker and Jonathan Stroh.  Father Lubomir Strecok is pastor and Judy Wahl is 
director of religious education.

CURSILLO:  A Mens’ Cursillo was held April 7 - 10 at Mount Saint Ann, Ebensburg.  Pictured are 
(left to right) First row:  Ron Stellabotte, Denny Previte, Jerry Neugebauer, Nick Banda, Greg Solomon.  
Second row:  Father Larry Lacovic (spiritual advisor), Rick Messina, Anthony Falvo, Christian Ridilla, 
Gary Bradley, Ken St. Clair, John Verba, Joe Russell, Jason Morse.  Third row:  Alex Svirsko, Kegan 
Solomon, Joe Hrbal, Tom Simmons, David Lee and Tom Price. Not pictured are spiritual advisors Sister 
Letizia of the Sisters of Saint Ann and Benedictine Father Ananias Buccione.

STUDENTS DONATE:  The eleventh grade religious education 
students at Saint Mark Parish, Altoona, sponsored an all - you - can - 
eat pancake breakfast on Sunday, April 10, and donated the proceeds 
of $620.00 to the parish’s Saint Vincent DePaul Society Conference.  
Pictured are (left to right) First row:  Makayla Blattenberger, Timo-
thy Leberfinger Sr. (Saint Vincent DePaul Society), Timothy Leber-
finger Jr., Alyssa Cumming.  Second row:  Lizzy Pearlman, Austin 
Palmerine, Father Ronald V. Osinski (pastor), Nick Carothers and 
Jim Kulik (catechist).  Not pictured is Hailey Sanders.

Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament is held every 
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. and every 
First Friday of the month at Car-
mel, followed by veneration of 
the relic of Saint Therese.

Those desiring to share in 
the graces and blessings of these 
nine days of prayer, and in the 
private prayers of the Discalced 
Carmelite Nuns during the no-
vena, are requested to send their 
petitions to Mother Prioress, 
Discalced Carmelite Monastery, 
P.O, Box 57, Loretto PA 15940.

Pilgrimage Of Mercy

Loretto:  The Sister Ser-
vants of the Most Sacred Heart 
of  Jesus are hosting a Pilgrim-
age of Mercy, Sunday, May 22, 
Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Trinity.

The pilgrimage will begin 
at 12:30 p.m. with a five mile 
walk from the Sisters’ convent 
at 1872 Munster Road, to Saint 
Francis University in Loretto.  
Arriving at the university, the 
pilgrims will pray the Stations 
of the Cross, and then will have 
lunch.

Following lunch pilgrims 
will visit the university’s Chapel 

of  the Immaculate Conception, 
the chapel at the monastery of 
the Discalced Carmelite Nuns, 
the shrines in the Sunken Gar-
dens at Mount Assisi and the 
Basilica of Saint Michael the 
Archangel.

For the day of the Pilgrim-
age, the door at the Basilica has 
been designated a Holy Door by 
Bishop Mark L. Bartchak, so 
that those passing through it will 
be able to receive the Holy Year 
of Mercy indulgence.

Shuttles will return pilgrims 
to the convent, where a spaghetti 
dinner will be served.  Proceeds 
from the dinner will be given 
to the Dorothy Day Center at 
Saint Francis University and to 
the Saint Vincent DePaul Soci-
ety in the Altoona – Johnstown 
Diocese.

The rain date for the Pil-
grimage is Sunday, June 19.

Reservations are not nec-
essary but are encouraged, and 
may be made by calling (814) 
505 – 2290, or by e – mail to sis-
terjacinta@gmail.com. 

SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE:  Celebrating Confirmation at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish, 
Bedford, were (left to right) Ian Lapinski, Ashley Enderle, Zachary Ritchey, Shawn Shaffer, Jordon 
Easter, William Katchman, Matthew Zubak, Allison Straub, Joshua Hickey and Jacob Clark.  Father 
Donald Dusza is pastor.

(Continued From Page 3.)

(Continued On Page 11.)
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A Prince In The Service
Of The Great King

The Servant Of God
Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
1770 - 1840

O God, light of the faithful and shepherd of souls, who sent 
Servant of God Demetrius Gallitzin to serve God’s people in 
the Allegheny Mountains, feeding your sheep by his words 
and forming them by his example, pour out your Spirit to sow 
seeds of truth in people’s hearts and to awaken in them obedi-
ence to the faith.

May the Gospel continue to be preached and the Sacraments 
bring power and grace to the faithful.  By the example of this 
man of faith, Demetrius Gallitzin, may your people advance in 
the path of salvation and love.

Confident of your faithfulness to us, we humbly ask you, our 
God, to grant us the favor of (name your intention).

May Christ’s saving work continue to the end of the ages, and 
may we feel a more urgent call to work for the salvation of 
every creature.  We pray this, as did your priest Demetrius 
Gallitzin, through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son, who lives 
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever.  Amen.

+  +  +

Kindly send information about favors granted to:
The Cause for the Servant of God

Demetrius Augustine Gallitzin
Diocese Of Altoona - Johnstown

927 South Logan Boulevard
Hollidaysburg PA 16648

Prayer For
Father Gallitzin’s Intercession

Pope Advances Causes Of
Irish Jesuit, Albanian Martyrs

By Junno Arocho Esteves
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) 
-- Pope Francis advanced the 
sainthood cause of an Irish Jesu-
it, who was raised Anglican, and 
dedicated his life to the sick and 
the dying as well as the cause of 
38 Albanian martyrs killed dur-

ing the communist persecution 
of Christians. 

During an April 26 meeting 
with Cardinal Angelo Amato, 
prefect of the Congregation for 
Saints’ Causes, the pope signed 
12 decrees, including one rec-
ognizing a miracle attributed to 
the intercession of Jesuit Father 
John Sullivan, clearing the way 
for his beatification.

Born in Dublin to a wealthy 

family in 1861, he joined the 
Catholic Church at the age of 
35 and entered the Jesuits four 
years later. Father Sullivan 
was known for traveling many 
miles on bicycle and on foot to 
comfort the afflicted in County 
Kildare, Ireland. 

Formally recognizing the 
martyrdom of the Albanian mar-
tyrs and a group of Spanish mar-
tyrs, Pope Francis set the stage 
for their beatification ceremo-
nies.

The Albanian martyrs in-
clude Archbishop Vincent Pren-
nushi, a Franciscan prelate, and 
37 other Catholics killed be-
tween 1945 and 1974.

The religious persecution 
the atheist state waged from 
1944 to the 1990s was so severe 
that it prompted Pope Francis to 
make Albania the first country in 
Europe he visited.

During the visit in Septem-
ber 2014, the pope was moved to 
tears after listening to the stories 
of two survivors of Albania’s 

communist crackdown against 
the church; the pope called the 
country “a land of heroes and 
martyrs.”

The martyrs of the Spanish 
Civil War who will be beatified 
are Benedictine Father Jose An-
ton Gomez and three compan-
ions who were killed in 1936.

In recognizing a miracle at-
tributed to Blessed Alfonso Ma-
ria Fusco, an Italian priest who 
founded the Congregation of the 
Baptistine Sisters of the Naza-
rene, Pope Francis cleared the 
way for his canonization. 

In causes just beginning 
their way toward sainthood, the 
pope signed decrees recognizing 
the heroic virtues of three men 
and five women, including:

-- Father Thomas Choe 
Yang-eop, a Korean priest who 
died in 1861. Known as the 
“martyr of sweat,” he traveled 
more than 2,500 miles every 
year and listened to some 4,000 
confessions. 

-- Father Sosio Del Prete, 
an Italian Franciscan priest and 
founder of the Little Servants of 
Christ the King. 

-- Father Walenty Katar-
zyniec, a Polish Franciscan 
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FATHER JOHN SULLIVAN
S.J.

priest who died in 1921. 
-- Mother Emilia Pasqua-

lina Addatis, the Italian founder 
of the Congregation of Mother 
of Sorrows Servants of Mary. 

-- Mother Caterina Carras-
co Tenorio, a Spanish nun and 
founder of the Franciscan Sis-
ters of the Flock of Mary. She 
died in 1917.

-- Mother Laura Baraggia, 
an Italian nun born in 1851 who 
founded the Sisters of the Fam-
ily of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

-- Mother Ilia Corsaro, an 
Italian nun and foundress of the 
Little Missionaries of the Eu-
charist. She died in 1977.

-- Maria Montserrat Grases 
Garcia, a Spanish laywoman and 
member of Opus Dei who died 
in 1959 at the age of 17.

Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950

Letrent’s

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark
  Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

PHARMACY

(814) 623-1442

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with 
Airfare Included in this price 

from anywhere  
in the USA 

 

Several trips to different  
destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland;  

Medjugorje, Lourdes, & Fatima;  
Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, 
Germany, & Switzerland; Greece & 
Turkey; Viking Cruises; Caribbean 

Cruises; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady 
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil;  

Domestic Destinations; etc… 
We also specialize in custom trips for 

Bishops, Priests, and Deacons. 
(Hablamos Español) 

 

www.proximotravel.com 
anthony@proximotravel.com 

Call us 24/7 
508-340-9370  
855-842-8001 



Page 8                              The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                                        The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                              Page 9

ONE MORE TIME: Pilgrims from the Altoona - Johnstown Diocese are seen waiting to cross a busy 
street in Rome during the Diocesan Centennial Pilgrimage to Italy June 25 - July 3, 2001.  The second 
diocesan pilgrimage to Rome was made in 2013, and this year, The Catholic Register is sponsoring 
a Holy Year Of Mercy Pilgrimage to Rome, coinciding with the canonization of Mother Teresa, from 
August 29 to September 8.  For more information, see the article on Pages 1 and 10 of this edition.

Your Family
By Bill Dodds
Accepting What God
Has Chosen For Us

Word of Life
The
Pope Teaches
By Pope Francis
Nothing Keeps God From
Seeking Those Who Stray

I’ve explained to God that 
he might want to rethink this 
free-will business. Yes, my gen-
eration can handle it, but those 
young people may not be able to 
handle it.

“It seems to me,” I’ve told 
him, “it’s just too much respon-
sibility and freedom for them.” 
Apparently God disagrees.

I suppose every aging gen-
eration feels that way at some 
point. “Kids today!” And the 
older one gets, the broader the 
definition of the word “kids” 
becomes. When my mother was 
in her 90s, she still referred to 
my four siblings and me as “her 
kids.” At the time of our mom’s 
death, the “young one” was 57.

In those later years, Mom 
and I talked a little bit about 
God’s will. This was after my 
wife, Monica, had died and Mom 
had been a widow for 14 years. I 
would jokingly say, “God’s stu-
pid will,” and she would smile a 
little smile and answer, “Well, I 
wouldn’t use that word.”

She was joking right back, 
appearing to say she wouldn’t 
use it, but she didn’t completely 
disagree with my statement. We 
both knew God’s will was best 
for us. We both knew that some-
times we didn’t understand it or 
like it. But because we have free 
will, we could choose to accept 
it. We could choose to take the 
time and make the effort to fig-

ure out his will for us. We had 
both been through such a huge 
and horrible change in our lives.

Truth be told, a lifetime of 
free will means a lifetime of fig-
uring out and choosing.

In the words of the Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, 
found in No. 1730: “God created 
man a rational being, conferring 
on him the dignity of a person 
who can initiate and control his 
own actions. God willed that 
man should be left in the hand 
of his own counsel, so that he 
might of his own accord seek his 
Creator and freely attain his full 
and blessed perfection by cleav-
ing to him.”

It continues: “Man is ratio-
nal and therefore like God; he 
is created with free will and is 
master over his acts. Freedom is 
the power, rooted in reason and 
will, to act or not to act, to do 
this or that, and so to perform 
deliberate actions on one’s own 
responsibility. By free will one 
shapes one’s own life. Human 
freedom is a force for growth 

and maturity in truth and good-
ness; it attains its perfection 
when directed toward God, our 
beatitude.”

That’s where parenting 
comes in. A mom’s role, or a 
dad’s, includes helping a child 
grow and mature in truth and 
goodness whether that “kid” is 
6 or 60. From adolescence to 
being an old-timer, there are so 
many choices and opportunities 
to accept and come to grips with 
our free will. And, as is so often 
the case, good builds on good. 
Bad leads to bad.

A parent can also help a son 
or daughter become better at lis-
tening to the promptings -- the 
nudges, if you will -- of the Holy 
Spirit and come to see that “your 
will be done” is always a good 
deal. In fact, it is the best deal. It 
is never “stupid,” even when it 
can seem or feel that way.

That’s so because God 
never lets us know his will for 
us and then abandons us. Where 
there’s his will, there’s always 
the way, the truth and the life.

VATICAN CITY (CNS) -- There is no such thing as a soul that is 
lost forever, only people who are waiting to be found, Pope Francis 
said.

God is not part of humanity’s “throwaway culture” and does not 
shut out the sinner and those most in need, the pope said May 4 dur-
ing his weekly general audience.

Because of his immense love for everyone, God takes the il-
logical step of leaving his faithful flock behind in the harsh desert to 
seek out the one who has gone missing, he told those gathered in 
St. Peter’s Square.

The pope reflected on the Gospel parable of the good shepherd, 
which, he said, reflects Jesus’ concern for sinners and God’s commit-
ment to never give up on anyone.

Jesus uses the parable to explain how “his closeness to sinners 
must not scandalize, but, on the contrary, encourage everyone to 
seriously reflect on how we live our faith,” the pope said.

The parable, he said, responds to the doctors of the law and 
the Pharisees, who “were proud, arrogant, believed themselves just,” 
and, therefore, became suspicious or shocked seeing Jesus wel-
come and eat with sinners.

The parable according to the Gospel of Luke begins, “What man 
among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of them would 
not leave the 99 in the desert and go after the lost one until he finds 
it?”

The query, the pope said, introduces a paradox that questions 
how smart this shepherd could be when he abandons his precious 
flock, not in a safe pen, but in the dangerous desert just for one 
sheep.

“He could have reasoned, ‘Well, let’s look at the numbers: I have 
99, I lost one, oh well,’” the pope said. But, “no. He goes looking for 
it because everyone is very important to him and that (sheep) is the 
one most in need, the most abandoned, the most rejected and he 
goes out to find it.”

The story might make people think that the good shepherd 
doesn’t care about the ones he leaves behind, the pope said, “But in 
actuality it’s not like that. The lesson Jesus wants to give us instead is 
that no sheep can be lost. The Lord cannot resign himself to the fact 
that even one single person may be lost.” 

God’s desire to save all his children is so “unstoppable, not even 
99 sheep can hold the shepherd back and keep him locked up in the 
pen.”

“We are all forewarned -- mercy toward sinners is the way God 
works” and “nothing and no one will be able to take away his will of 
salvation” for all of humanity, the pope said.

“God doesn’t know our current throwaway culture,” he said. 
“God throws nobody away. God loves everyone, seeks out everyone, 
everybody -- one by one.”

The parable shows how everything depends on the shepherd 
and his willingness to look for the lost ones.

But it also tells the faithful flock that they will always be on the 
move, that they “do not possess the Lord, they cannot fool them-
selves keeping him imprisoned in our mindset and game plans,” 
Pope Francis said.

“The shepherd will be found where the lost sheep is,” he said, 
and it is up to the flock to follow the shepherd’s same journey of 
mercy so all 100 may be reunited again and rejoice.
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Question Corner For The Journey
By Father Kenneth Doyle By Effie Caldarola
The Internal Forum Called To Mercy, Not Anger

Never formally canonized a saint, Simon Stock is venerated by 
the Carmelite order and some Dioceses. He was the sixth master 
general of the Carmelites and was responsible for their transfor-
mation to a mendicant order. Born in England, Simon suppos-
edly became a hermit at 12. According to legend, Simon received 
a vision of the Virgin Mary who presented to him the brown scap-
ular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Devotion to her and the 
wearing of the scapular have remained popular for centuries.

© 2016 Catholic News Service

Simon Stock
1165 - 1265
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ONE MORE TIME: Pilgrims from the Altoona - Johnstown Diocese are seen waiting to cross a busy 
street in Rome during the Diocesan Centennial Pilgrimage to Italy June 25 - July 3, 2001.  The second 
diocesan pilgrimage to Rome was made in 2013, and this year, The Catholic Register is sponsoring 
a Holy Year Of Mercy Pilgrimage to Rome, coinciding with the canonization of Mother Teresa, from 
August 29 to September 8.  For more information, see the article on Pages 1 and 10 of this edition.

Your Family

and maturity in truth and good-
ness; it attains its perfection 
when directed toward God, our 
beatitude.”

That’s where parenting 
comes in. A mom’s role, or a 
dad’s, includes helping a child 
grow and mature in truth and 
goodness whether that “kid” is 
6 or 60. From adolescence to 
being an old-timer, there are so 
many choices and opportunities 
to accept and come to grips with 
our free will. And, as is so often 
the case, good builds on good. 
Bad leads to bad.

A parent can also help a son 
or daughter become better at lis-
tening to the promptings -- the 
nudges, if you will -- of the Holy 
Spirit and come to see that “your 
will be done” is always a good 
deal. In fact, it is the best deal. It 
is never “stupid,” even when it 
can seem or feel that way.

That’s so because God 
never lets us know his will for 
us and then abandons us. Where 
there’s his will, there’s always 
the way, the truth and the life.

Q. In a recent editorial in 
a Catholic newspaper, I read 
that, with regard to whether 
civilly remarried Catholics 
may receive holy Communion, 
Pope Francis is now encourag-
ing people to talk to their priest 
“in the internal forum.” What 
does that mean? (From what I 
can understand, I think it means 
that the priest will help them to 
examine their individual con-
science so they can decide for 
themselves whether they feel 
worthy to receive.) (Indiana)

 
A. Your understanding of 

the “internal forum” is correct. 
It refers to a private conversa-
tion between a Catholic and 
his or her confessor, which can 
help to determine the degree of 
subjective responsibility for a 
particular action. In his apos-
tolic exhortation “Amoris La-
etitia,” issued in April of 2016, 
Pope Francis recommends that 
divorced and civilly remarried 
Catholics discuss with a priest 
the specifics of their situation.

While the norm remains 
unchanged -- marriage is indis-
soluble and, generally speak-
ing, without the benefit of a 
church annulment, a divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholic 
is not considered eligible to re-
ceive Communion -- the pope 
acknowledges that each situa-
tion is different. The degree of 
responsibility is not equal in all 
cases, circumstances can some-
times mitigate culpability and 
that “discernment can recognize 
that in a particular situation, no 
grave fault exists.”

The pastoral discernment 
Pope Francis encourages is far 
from an instantaneous and fac-
ile solution. Instead, it requires 
a fair amount of reflection and 
of prayer. The pontiff says it 
would be wrong to conclude that 
“any priest can quickly grant 
‘exceptions.’” People, the pope 
explains, should ask themselves 
such questions as: “How did 
they act towards their children 
when the conjugal union entered 
into crisis; whether or not they 
made attempts at reconciliation; 

what has become of the aban-
doned party …”

Such a thorough exami-
nation might help a person to 
assess where he or she stands 
before God and to determine 
his or her worthiness to receive 
Communion. Whatever the deci-
sion with regard to Communion, 
divorced and civilly remar-
ried Catholics should, the pope 
notes, always be welcome in 
Catholic parishes and supported 
in their efforts to raise their chil-
dren in the Catholic faith.

 
Q. Something’s been going 

on for a while in our church. I’ve 
never said anything to anyone 
about it, but I do find it annoy-
ing. I was raised to believe that 
the moments right before, dur-
ing and after holy Communion 
are a sacred time because we en-
counter Christ in a special way.

There are a few ushers in 
our parish who shake hands with 
people in line to receive Com-
munion. Often there is some 
laughter and small talk that ac-
company that greeting.

This has now evolved into 
a situation where some of these 
same parishioners, while walk-
ing up the aisle, tap friends on 
the shoulder who are kneeling 
and praying and greet them, too.

I have thought about speak-
ing to our pastor in private about 
this, and maybe he can mention 
from the pulpit that Communion 
is a time for special focus and 
inner prayer and that such greet-
ings are inappropriate. What do 
you think? Am I just being a 
grouch? (Newport News, Vir-
ginia)

A. You are not being a 
grouch at all. You are being re-
spectful and reverent and rea-
sonable. Holy Communion is, as 
you note, a special time -- and 
for the precise reason you men-
tion: here we meet Jesus Christ 
in a very personal way, our most 
intimate contact with the divine 
this side of heaven.

You would be well-advised 
to speak to your pastor regard-
ing your concern, or perhaps 
send him a note. Sometimes, 
it seems, we are more logical, 
more persuasive when we write 
things out.

Standing in line at the grocery, I waited for a young mom with 
a couple of kids to finish paying. The little girl with her leaned 
languidly against the counter, wearing a T-shirt emblazoned with 
the words, “I’m not arguing. I’m just explaining why I’m right.”

At first glance, I was amused. But then, I wondered what 
kind of child receives a T-shirt like that? And what message 
does that send the kid? “We find your intransigence and stub-
bornness funny, so here’s a T-shirt reinforcing that behavior.”

Later, I thought about how many adults could probably be 
handed the same apparel -- all those folks who think they know 
the truth about everything. You find them writing vituperative, 
sometimes dishonest blog posts, or responding aggressively in 
the anonymous comments section to articles or news items.

They are usually indignant, and always right. They only 
read the opinions they already agree with, and they want you to 
listen, but they don’t want to listen to you.

Here’s the thing about our country, and even our church, 
right now: There are a lot of disgruntled people out there, people 
convinced that they have a certain truth that the rest of us are 
lacking. Please, don’t try to dialogue with them because they 
already have the answer.

These people are almost always angry, and angry people 
are not prayerful people. I don’t mean that anger is always 
wrong. There are instances that call for righteous anger.

A refugee child’s body washed ashore on a beach, a person 
killed by a drunken driver, someone discriminated against for 
who they are -- these things call forth our anger. But if we are 
people of prayer, anger does not define us. It doesn’t become 
a core value, an intrinsic part of our day’s emotion, a first and 
final response.

Prayerful people are people with a peaceful core, or at least 
they’re on their way to that core, and prayer is taking them there.

Anger defines many in various circles of the church. I’ve 
known social justice activists who are firebrands for their causes, 
but when they become discouraged, they can grow angry and 
embittered. They forget that the greatest social justice activist of 
all time was nailed to a cross. Immediate success in a cause is 
not guaranteed.

And then there are people who cling to the rules so strenu-
ously that they lose sight of the bigger picture of God’s mercy 
and love. Those are often the people most critical of Pope Fran-
cis. They feel threatened by a church that reaches out to those 
on the margins. These people are often angry and unwilling to 
dialogue.

I love that Pope Francis has called us to mercy -- a concept 
far from anger -- and that one of his favorite words is dialogue. I 
love his emphasis on the primacy of conscience. In our current 
political situation, if we only had more real dialogue, and less 
anger, we’d be discussing real issues and how to solve prob-
lems rather than shouting at each other.

My favorite homilist recounted once how he struggled with 
the rules himself. His spiritual director, a nun, advised this priest: 
“Don’t focus on the rules. God is a rule-breaker. Focus on God.”

Notice, she didn’t tell him to break the rules. She told him 
they weren’t the main point, they weren’t the central message. 
God is the focus, and as we form a deeper relationship with 
God, we stop spending our time explaining why we’re right and 
instead begin to listen.
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Monsignor Stein acknowl-
edged that the Year Of Mercy 
and the Register pilgrimage co-
incide with a difficult time in the 
life of the Diocese of Altoona - 
Johnstown.

“Many people are hurting 
from what they have read about 
our Diocese in the newspapers, 
or have heard about us on tele-
vision since the Pennsylvania 
Attorney General’s release of a 
report of a Grand Jury investiga-
tion about  the sexual abuse of 
children by priests in our Dio-
cese,” he said.

“In the wake of what we 
have learned, many people are 
questioning God’s mercy, and 
may even be questioning wheth-
er or not it is appropriate for the 
Register to be sponsoring this 
pilgrimage.

“Yet,” Monsignor Stein 
continued, “I can’t help but 
think that Mother Teresa would 
encourage us to go to Italy, to go 

CNS Photo/L’Osservatore Romano

CONTEMPORARY SAINTS:  Pope John Paul II greets Mother 
Teresa of Kolkata at the Vatican in an undated file photo. When pil-
grims from the Altoona - Johnstown Diocese attend Mother Teresa’s 
September 4 canonization, they will have the chance to pray at the 
tomb of Saint John Paul II in Saint Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican.

to Rome and to the other shrines, 
as a way of standing in solidarity 
with all who are hurting, and to 
share our hearts in prayer and in 
penance with all who are feeling 
wretched and maybe even feel-
ing abandoned by God.”

Mother Teresa, Monsignor 
Stein pointed out, was no strang-
er to those sorts of feelings her-
self.

In reporting on plans for her 
canonization, Cindy Wooden of 
Catholic News Service wrote 
“After her beatification, Mis-
sionary of Charity Father Brian 
Kolodiejchuk, the postulator of 
her sainthood cause, published a 
book of her letters, Mother Te-
resa: Come Be My Light. The 
letters illustrated how, for de-
cades, she experienced what is 
described as a ‘dark night of the 
soul’ in Christian spirituality; 
she felt that God had abandoned 
her. While the letters shocked 
some people, others saw them 
as proof of her steadfast faith 
in God, which was not based 

Pilgrims Will Be Invited
To Be Of Service To Others

(Continued From Page 1.) on feelings or signs that he was 
with her.”

Monsignor Stein noted that 
Mother Teresa was a frequent 
pilgrim to Rome and was famil-
iar with many of the holy places 
that will be visited during the 
Register pilgrimage.  “It can 
be incredibly healing,” he said, 
“ to visit those places where the 
Saints walked, and to find your-
self quite literally following in 
their footsteps.  I think her pil-
grimages helped Mother Teresa 
find peace with God when she 
was troubled.  I hope that many 
pilgrims from our Diocese will 
join us and will find the mercy of 
God’s peace on our pilgrimage.”

Monsignor Stein also said 
that the day chosen for Mother 
Teresa’s canonization is a day 
originally designated by Pope 
Francis as a special Jubilee day 
for all who engage in works of 
mercy.  He said that brings a 
special dimension to the pil-
grimage.

“The people of the Diocese 
of Altoona - Johnstown certainly 
know what it is to carry out the 
works of mercy,” he stated.  “I 
am thinking of the number of 
people who serve in the minis-
tries of the Saint Vincent DePaul 
Society, the folks who volunteer 
at Garvey Manor and at the hos-
pitals, people who serve in pris-
on ministry, and who give their 
time helping out in our parishes 
and our schools.  The special Ju-
bilee day is a celebration of all 
the good things that those people 
do.”

To keep the pilgrims fo-
cused on the works of mercy, 
Monsignor Stein is working 
with pilgrimage organizers 
UNITOURS to arrange for a 
service dimension to the pil-
grimage, either to be carried our 
locally before departure, or in 
Rome in conjunction with some 
charitable agency there.  Partici-
pation in any service project will 
be voluntary, and will not be re-
quired of any pilgrim.

The Diocese of Altoona - 
Johnstown established a tradi-
tion of incorporating service 
into the pilgrimage experience 

last September, when pilgrims 
traveled to Philadelphia for 
Pope Francis’ visit there for the 
conclusion of the World Meet-
ing of Families.  Donations from 
the pilgrims funded two lunches 
and one dinner for the city’s 
homeless people, and the young 
pilgrims from Saint Francis Uni-
versity, Loretto and Saint Vin-
cent College, Latrobe, donated 
70 sleeping bags to people living 
on the streets.

Said Belinda Lewis Held 
who coordinated the Philadel-
phia pilgrimage and who is 
working on arrangements for the 
Year Of Mercy trip “The tradi-
tion of not taking from a com-
munity, but leaving it better than 
you found it, is a good one,” and 
one that pilgrims from Altoona -  
Johnstown have embraced.

The Year Of Mercy pilgrim-
age will depart from Dulles In-
ternational Airport in Virginia 
on Monday, August 29, and 
will return to the United States 
on Thursday, September 8.  The 
cost for the 11 day pilgrimage 
is $4,299.00 and is inclusive of 
travel to and from the airport, 
round trip airfare on British 

Airways, daily breakfast and 
most dinners, hotel accommoda-
tions and ground transportation 
in Italy, accompanied by local 
tour guides and a full - time tour 
manager.  The departure tax and 
current fuel charge is also in-
cluded in the pilgrimage price.

The pilgrimage will visit 
Pisa, Montecatini, Florence, Si-
ena, Orvieto, Assisi and Rome.  
There will be one free day in 
Rome with optional excursions 
to other Italian sites offered.

For information and res-
ervations contact Marianna at 
UNITOURS at 1 - 800 - 777 - 
7432; the pilgrimage may be 
booked online at www.bit.ly/
AltoonaCanonization, and a 
video about traveling with UNI-
TOURS may be viewed at www.
Unitours.com/traveler.

Information may also be 
obtained by calling The Catho-
lic Register at (814) 695 - 7563, 
and asking for a brochure.

“I hope many of our friends 
and readers will join us on this 
Year Of Mercy Pilgrimage,” 
said Monsignor Stein.  “It truly 
promises to be a trip of a life-
time!”
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CATHEDRAL OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
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it more abundantly” John 10:10 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
PRESENTED BY THE CATHEDRAL CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP 

 



                                       The Catholic Register, May 16, 2016                              Page 11

Relics To Be Venerated

Johnstown:  The first class 
relics of Saint Sharbel, a Ma-
ronite hermit, will be vener-
ated at Our Mother of Sorrows 
Church, 412 Tioga Street in 
Westmont, on Saturday, May 28 
and Sunday, May 29

A great number of miracles 
have been attributed to Saint 
Sharbel since his death. It is re-
ported that everyday around the 
globe, a miracle occurs through 
his intercession.  In fact, dur-
ing this current tour through the 
United States, a woman in Ari-

SAINT JOHN THE EVANGELIST, BELLFONTE:  Celebrating Confirmation on Friday, April 1 at Saint John the Evangelist Parish, Bellefont were (left photo, left to right) 
First row: Lauren Young, Amber Smoyer, Angela Capparelle, Kiara MacMath, Sofia Bjalme, Morgan Dubbs, Joey Bertolino, Jenna Catalano, Natalie Kormanik, Elizabeth 
Knepp.  Second row:  Father George Jakopac (pastor), Erinn Cavanaugh, Tanner Kresovich, Lindsey Schoch, Roger Nagel, Benjamin Gingher, Antonia Masullo, Kayla O’Leary 
and Andrew Ripka; and in the photo at right (left to right) Evan Miller, Clayton Moyer, Noah Miller (Good Shepherd Parish, State College) and Anna Lawrence.   

SAINT BENEDICT, JOHNSTOWN:  Saint Benedict Parish, Johnstown, celebrated First Holy Commuion on Sunday, May 1.  Pictured are (left to right) First row:  An-
nmarie George, Haidee Errett, Sadie Instone, Emma Choufani, Anna Choufani, Jessica McGuire, Malia Sorg, Kaitlyn Rzasa, Benjamin Rzasa, Michelle Robatin (sacramental 
preparation director), Beth Eckenrod (catechist). Second row: Timothy Hoff, Erik Radkowski, Landon Arrington, Marcello Vizzini, Joseph McAneny.  Third row: Pam Direnzo 
(catechist), Father David Peles (pastor), Father Brian Warchola (parochial vicar), Braden O’Dowd, Brynn Conrad, Anthony Strugala, Sophia Kutsick, Hagen Bradley, Diana 
Ortiz, Cameron Smith, Laura Martyak, Jonathan Orr, Lucas Polacek, Jennifer Polacek (catechist). Fourth row: Matthew Hostetler, Madelyn Kilraine, Jacob Mathis, Ava Zucco, 
Nathan Pugh, Marissa Naylor, Chase Zakraysek, Jillian Cutlip, Geno LaMonaca, Layla Magro, Marissa Lydic (Catechist).  Absent from the photo was Deacon Michael Russo.

In The Alleghenies

zona was cured of her blindness.  
Three days later, an ophthalmo-
logic examination noted the mi-
raculous healing. By then, five 
doctors had already examined 
Dafne Gutierrez. The healing 
defies scientific explanation.

On December 5, 1965, 
Pope Paul VI presided at the 
beatification of Father Sharbel 
at the conclusion of the Second 

Vatican Council. The Pope said: 
“A hermit of Mount Lebanon is 
enrolled in the number of the 
blessed… a new eminent mem-
ber of monastic sanctity has by 
his example and his intercession 
enriched the entire Christian 
people … may he make us un-
derstand, in a world largely fas-
cinated by wealth and comfort, 
the paramount value of poverty, 
penance and asceticism, to liber-
ate the soul in its ascent to God.”

For more information visit 
www.omstoday.com.

(Continued From Page 6.)

SAINT KATERI:  Saint Kateri Tekakwitha Parish in Spring Mills 
celebrated Confirmation on Friday, April 1.  Pictured are (left to 
right) First row:  Abigail Thom, Emily Thom, Alicia Houser, Han-
nah Schuster.  Second row:  Father George Jakopac (pastor), Sum-
mer Shirey, Stephen Gover, Braden Stodart and Owen McFeeley.  
Teresa McNitt is the Confirmation coordinator.

Friday, July 15 is the deadline for the sub-
mission of First Holy Communion, Confir-
mation, May Crowning and Graduation pho-
tos for publication in The Catholic Register.  
No exceptions will be made to this deadline.
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Holy Land Travel Center
Phone: (505) - 217 - 9460
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Beaverdale Native, Bishop Kudrick
Resigns As Head Of Byzantine Eparchy

Photo Courtesy Eparchy Of Parm

BISHOP JOHN M.
KUDRICK

Pope Francis has accepted 
the retirement of Bishop John 
M. Kudrick of the Byzantine 
Catholic Eparchy of Parma, 
Ohio and has named Archbishop 
William C. Skurla of Pittsburgh 
as apostolic administrator.  

 Further, Pope Francis has 
accepted the retirement of Bish-
op Gerald N. Dino of the Byz-
antine Catholic Holy Protection 
of Mary Eparchy of Phoenix 
and appointed Bishop John S. 
Pazak of the Eparchy of Saints 
Cyril and Methodius, based in 
Toronto, Canada as Bishop of 
the Eparchy of Phoenix, while 

remaining apostolic administra-
tor of the Toronto eparchy.

Bishop Kudrick’s retire-
ment and the other episcopal 
announcements were made Sat-
urday, May 7 in Washington DC 
by Msgr. Walter Erbi, charge 
d’affaires of the Vatican nuncia-
ture.

A statement issued by the 
Eparchy said “The clergy and 
faithful of the Eparchy of Parma 
are saddened by the unexpected 
news of Bishop Kudrick’s retire-
ment. He was appreciated as a 
prayerful leader, who loved the 
Church and the Eastern Catholic 

Tradition. Among his accom-
plishments, he showed great 
pastoral vision in trying to re-
store Eastern monasticism by 
establishing a women’s monas-
tery in the eparchy. He also cre-
ated a new pastoral plan, aimed 
at invigorating parishes and en-
couraging efforts for evangeli-
zation.”

Bishop Kudrick was or-
dained the fourth Bishop of 
Parma in 2002. Born in Beaver-
dake (Lloydell), in 1947, and 
graduated as valedictorian of his 
class from Adams - Summerhill 
High School in Sidman in 1966. 
Joining the Third Order Regular 
of Saint Francis on January 29, 
1967, Bishop Kudrick studied at 
Saint Francis College in Loretto, 
graduating with a bachelor of 
arts in philosophy and in mathe-

matics in 1970. Bishop Kudrick 
continued his studies for the 
priesthood at Saint Francis Sem-
inary, from which he received 
a master of divinity degree in 
1975. He also received a master 
of science degree in mathemat-
ics in 1973 from Indiana Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania as well 
as a master of science degree in 
computer and information sci-
ence from Ohio State University 
in 1977.

Bishop Kudrick was or-
dained a priest on May 3, 1975, 
staying on at Saint Francis Col-
lege as a member of the math-
ematics and computer science 
faculty.In 1978, he was named 
director of the university’s com-
puter services. He was director 
of postulants for the order from 
1976 until 1980. Bishop Kudrick 

assisted at parishes of the Byz-
antine Catholic Archeparchy of 
Pittsburgh during his time as a 
Franciscan friar, and eventually 
petitioned for incardination into 
the archeparchy, which he re-
ceived in May 1987. He served 
at several parishes as a priest un-
der Archbishop Judson Procyk, 
and his last assignment was as 
protopresbyter of the Cathedral 
of Saint John in Munhall from 
1998 until 2002.

When Archbishop Procyk 
died on April 13, 2001, Bishop 
Kudrick was elected administra-
tor of the vacant Archeparchy 
of Pittsburgh on April 24, 2001. 
He served as administrator of 
the Archeparchy of Pittsburgh 
until the installation of the new 
Archeparch, Metropolitan Basil 
Schott, on July 9, 2002. He was 
consecrated a Bishop by him a 
day later on July 10, 2002.

The Parma Eparchy was es-
tablished in 1969.
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PHILADELPHIA (CNS) 
-- The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament, the congregation 
founded by St. Katharine Drex-
el, announced that it will sell its 
historic motherhouse in Bensa-
lem, Pennsylvania. The 44-acre 
property also contains the Na-
tional Shrine of St. Katharine 
Drexel and her tomb.

At a future date, St. Katha-
rine’s tomb will be moved to the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul in Philadelphia.

At the same time, the con-
gregation has placed for sale a 
2,200-acre property in Virginia 
that was the location of two 
schools founded by St. Katha-
rine and her sister, Louise Drex-
el Morrell.

Blessed Sacrament Sister 
Donna Breslin, the president of 
the congregation, said in a state-
ment that a portion of the pro-
ceeds from the sales will support 
the care of retired sisters.

As her order prepares to 
celebrate its 125th anniversary 
in July, she said the sisters are 
also “serving some of the most 
vulnerable people in the United 
States, Haiti and Jamaica.”

Proceeds from the sale 
of the properties will be used 
“to challenge, in new ways, all 
forms of racism as well as the 
deeply rooted injustices in the 
world,” Sister Donna said.

The decision, according to 
the statement, will make it pos-
sible for the congregation to car-
ry forward the vision and spirit 
of St. Katharine Drexel, who left 
her prominent Philadelphia fam-
ily to establish a religious order 
in 1891 with the primary pur-
pose to minister to Native Amer-
icans and African Americans.

In a separate statement, 
Philadelphia Archbishop 
Charles J. Chaput voiced his 
support and prayers for the sis-
ters.

“I’m also happy to share 
that I have guaranteed archdi-

ocesan support for the sisters as 
their plan unfolds over the next 
few years,” he said. “They’ve 
committed to keeping the na-
tional shrine open to visitors 
through at least 2017. When 
the time is right to do so, the 
remains of St. Katharine Drexel 
will be transferred to the care of 
the archdiocese and entombed 
in an appropriate location in the 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul.

“It is both an honor and a 
blessing to accept this responsi-
bility. We’ll also work collabor-
atively with the sisters to make 
sure their archival records are 
cared for appropriately within 
our archdiocese.”

The Sisters of the Blessed 
Sacrament at their peak num-
bered about 600, but have dwin-
dled to about 104 today, with 
more than half retired and living 
at the motherhouse.

Most of the deceased mem-
bers are buried on the Bensalem 
property as are the parents, sis-
ters and brothers-in-law of St. 
Katharine and priests prominent 
in the congregation’s history. 

Sisters Put Saint Katharine Drexel Shrine,
Blessed Sacrament Motherhouse, Up For Sale

The statements did not address 
what will become of the cem-
eteries.

The area of the cathedral 
suggested for St. Katharine’s 
tomb is near the altar dedicated 

By Lou Baldwin
Catholic News Service

CNS Photo/Sarah Webb, CatholicPhilly.com

FOR SALE:  The National Shrine of Saint Katharine Drexel and the motherhouse of the Sisters of the 
Blessed Sacrament in Bensalem, will be sold, it was announced May 3.

to her at the rear of the basilica. 
The altar was donated by St. 
Katharine and her sisters Eliza-
beth and Louise in memory of 

SAINT KATHARINE
DREXEL

their parents, Francis and Emma 
Drexel.

St. Katharine Drexel was 
born Nov. 26, 1858 into Phila-
delphia’s wealthiest family. She 
left everything to found her con-
gregation in 1891 and devoted 
her considerable fortune to the 
Native and African American 
missions.

She died March 3, 1955 and 
was canonized Oct. 1, 2000. The 
Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter 
and Paul where she will now be 
entombed was the site of her fu-
neral Mass.

The Bensalem property 
that contains 10 buildings was 
also the site of the former Holy 
Providence School a small resi-
dential school.

The Virginia property was 
the site of St. Francis de Sales 
School, a residential school for 
African-American girls found-
ed by St. Katharine, and St. 
Emma’s Academy, a residential 
school for African-American 
boys founded by Louise and Ed-
ward Morrell. Before the schools 
closed in the early 1970s, they 
educated nearly 15,000 students.

CNS Photo/Sarah Webb, CatholicPhilly.com

PRAYS AT SAINT’S TOMB:  A Sister of the Blessed Sacrament 
prays before the tomb of the congregation’s foundress, St. Katharine 
Drexel, whose remains will be transferred from Bensalem, Pa., to 
the Cathedral Basilica of SS. Peter and Paul in Philadelphia. The 
congregation announced May 3 that it will sell its historic mother-
house.

Saint Katharine’s tomb will be moved to the Cathe-
dral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul in Philadelphia.
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Sunday Mass
Broadcast Live from 

the Cathedral of 
the Blessed Sacrament, Altoona

10:00 a.m. WFBG Radio, 1290 AM

Sunday Mass Telecast
Live from Saint John Gualbert Cathedral

Downtown Johnstown
11 a.m. - Noon WATM - TV ABC Channel 23

Proclaim!
10:30 a.m. 

A half - hour of local Church news and features 

Now Showing

Coming Up On ‘Proclaim!’

Upcoming guests on “Keeping The Faith,” Bishop 
Mark L. Bartchak’s segment of “Proclaim!” will in-
clude:

May 22 - - Newly-ordained transitional deacons 
Peter Crowe and Jonathan Dickson share their 
memories from ordination and look ahead to their 
final year of priestly formation.

May 29 - - Graduates from Catholic high schools 
in the Diocese recall the benefits of their Catholic 
education and discuss their future plans.

NEW YORK (CNS) -- 
Busy 3-D visuals fail to mask 
the flat tone and by-the-numbers 
storytelling of the animated sci-
fi adventure “Ratchet & Clank” 
(Gramercy). In fact, even unde-
manding youngsters may feel 
the space-time continuum yawn-
ing before them as the seem-
ingly interminable 94 minutes of 
this video-game adaptation tick 
away.

There’s nothing particularly 
wrong with the film’s underly-
ing message. As encapsulated 
in the repeated tagline, “You 
don’t have to do big things to 
be a hero; just the right ones,” 
it actually echoes -- however 
faintly -- Mother Teresa’s fa-

mous formula: “small things 
with great love.” But the vehicle 
used to convey this respectable 
theme bears more resemblance 
to a tired jalopy than a gleaming 
spaceship.

Thus there’s a strained qual-
ity to the attempts at humor with 
which the script -- penned by 
co-director Kevin Munroe in 
collaboration with T.J. Fixman 
and Gerry Swallow -- tries to 
make the predictable plot more 
involving. When your primary 
hero, the titular Ratchet (voice 
of James Arnold Taylor), is a 
catlike creature called a lombax 
whose very nature requires an 
explanatory detour, moreover, 
it doesn’t bode well for the jour-
ney ahead.

An accomplished, albeit 
somewhat scatterbrained, me-
chanic, Ratchet longs to leave 

the garage behind and join a 
glamorous band of interplan-
etary peacekeepers known as 
the Galactic Rangers. When 
he tries out for this prestigious 
team via an interview with their 
vain leader, Qwark (voice of Jim 
Ward), however, things go so 
badly wrong that Ratchet finds 
himself back among the spare 
parts being consoled by his gruff 
but kindly employer, Grimroth 
(voiced by John Goodman).

Yet plucky underdogs can’t 
be kept down forever. At least in 
the world of kids’ movies they 
can’t. So it’s not long before 
Ratchet teams with brainiac ro-
bot Clank (voice of David Kaye) 
to take on Drek (voice of Paul 
Giamatti), a planet-destroying 
villain who has temporarily 
managed to stymie the Rangers.

We know that the aptly 
named Drek must be about the 
blackest hat going since he’s not 
only a tycoon, but a polluting 

Gazette Printers
ALTOONA AREA OFFICE

3495 Route 764 Suite 100
Duncansville, PA 16635

For all your Printing, Mailing, 
Binding, Design & Fulfillment needs

Contact Michael Colledge
Phone | 814-515-1627

mcolledge@gazetteprinters.com
www.gazetteprinters.com

Your local connection to great printing.

CNS photo/Gramercy Pictures

RATCHET & CLANK:  Ratchet, center, voiced by James Arnold Taylor, appears in the animated 
movie “Ratchet & Clank.” The Catholic News Service classification is A-I -- general patronage. The 
Motion Picture Association of America rating is PG-13 -- parents strongly cautioned. Some material 
may be inappropriate for children under 13.

industrialist whose frequently 
seen factory spews soot into the 
air with merry abandon.

Joined at the helm by Jeric-
ca Cleland, Munroe adds moral 
observations about the dangers 
of pride and the need to be a 
team player to the aforemen-
tioned outline of everyday hero-
ism. If their eyes haven’t glazed 
over, those are ethical signals 
parents and little ones alike can 
profitably take on board.

Momentary dangers and 
some loud mayhem, however, 
suggest that the very young-

Positive Message
Not Enough To Save

Yawningly Flat
‘Ratchet & Clank’

est moviegoers might better be 
steered in a different direction. 
All the more so if those super-
vising them have a low tolerance 
for tedium.

The film contains some car-
toon violence, including explo-
sions, and occasional peril. The 
Catholic News Service classifi-
cation is A-I -- general patron-
age. The Motion Picture Asso-
ciation of America rating is PG 
-- parental guidance suggested. 
Some material may not be suit-
able for children.

There’s nothing particularly wrong with the film’s un-
derlying message. As encapsulated in the repeated 
tagline, “You don’t have to do big things to be a hero; 
just the right ones,” it actually echoes -- however faint-
ly -- Mother Teresa’s famous formula: “small things 
with great love.” But the vehicle used to convey this 
respectable theme bears more resemblance to a tired 
jalopy than a gleaming spaceship.

By John Mulderig
Catholic News Service
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May
They Rest 
In Peace

NEW YORK (CNS) -- Je-
suit Father Daniel Berrigan, 
whose protests against govern-
ment policies earned him mul-
tiple jail and prison sentences, 
was remembered as a "fierce, 
mischievous visionary," a "Beat-
nik Jesuit friend," a priest who 
"taught the sacrament of resis-
tance," and a loving uncle ruled 
by faith, not fear, during his fu-
neral Mass.

More than 800 people 
packed the Church of St. Fran-
cis Xavier to cheer the life of the 
Jesuit at a festive service May 6.

Father Berrigan, a poet, au-
thor and longtime peace activist, 
died April 30 at age 94.

The Mass was concele-
brated by more than two dozen 
priests, including retired Auxil-
iary Bishop Thomas Gumbleton 
of Detroit. Jesuit Father Stephen 
M. Kelly prefaced his homily 
with a tongue-in-cheek welcome 
to members of the FBI, which 
was met with laughter and ap-
plause. During his life, Father 
Berrigan's anti-war demonstra-
tions and meetings were routine-
ly monitored by the FBI.

Father Kelly recalled Father 
Berrigan and his late brother and 
fellow activist Philip as men 
who lived the Resurrection and 
challenged religious leaders to 

know "bomb-blessing has no 
place in Jesus' self-giving." He 
suggested their lives of radical 
witness made them candidates 
to be doctors of the church.

At the Offertory, as the 
choir sang "Make Me a Channel 
of Your Peace," a procession of 
children and relatives presented 
gifts described as important to 
Father Berrigan's life: copies 
of his books, framed photos, a 
Salvadoran cross, a hammer, a 
green shirt he was fond of wear-
ing, and a large banner with Isa-
iah's admonition to beat swords 
into plowshares.

Elizabeth McAlister, wid-
ow of Philip Berrigan, got a 
sustained standing ovation when 
she opened her eulogy with a 
rousing statement Father Berrig-
an used to rally the so-called Ca-
tonsville Nine and their support-
ers in 1968. The group entered 
a Selective Service office in 
Catonsville, Maryland, outside 
Baltimore, removed files, pour 
their blood on them and burned 
them using homemade napalm 
in an adjacent parking lot. Fa-
ther Berrigan and others were 
found guilty of conspiracy and 
destruction of government prop-
erty and served jail sentences.

McAlister said Father Ber-
rigan invited his students into 
the streets to witness against 
the atrocities of war and they 
returned to their classrooms 
changed. "Dan shared ways to 
dig into resources and live deep-
ly even with so much wrong in 
the world," she said.

"The gift I walk with most is 
his practice of talking deeply but 
briefly at the end of an evening 
about something in the world 
and then posing the question, 
'What gives you hope?'" He ex-
perienced getting insights from 
others, he built and rebuilt the 
base, remembered the reasons 
for hope and returned to faith, 
hope and love," McAlister said.

"Sisters and brothers, it is of 
no service to Dan or to his mem-
ory for us to simply hold him 
up as an icon especially in ways 
that exempt us from responsibil-

ity," McAlister said to applause. 
"How much better would it be if 
we asked for a double portion of 
Dan's spirit, and better yet, if we 
acted on it?"

In other eulogies, three 
nieces and a nephew recalled 
Father Berrigan as a wonderful 
storyteller, an uncle who intro-
duced them to a gritty, cheeky 
New York, and a man whose 
mind was unleashed through his 
pen. "It was almost like he lived 
right in the heart of God and re-
ported back to us," Jerry Berri-
gan said.

Before the Mass, Jesuit Fa-
ther James Keenan recalled with 
a smile that although their as-
signments never overlapped, he 
was grateful to Father Berrigan 
because, "He made a good de-
cision on my part. He was one 
of my four interviewers coming 
into the Society (of Jesus) from 
Brooklyn Prep."

Ken Curtin recalled Father 
Berrigan as a frequent visitor 
to his Bronx office in the early 
1970s when he worked with 
the Defense Committee, an in-
dependent group established to 
publicize and support people 
who participated in draft board 
raids. He laughed as he said 
Father Berrigan's example cost 
him a lot of money through the 
years.

"The night before the last 
time I was arrested in Wash-
ington in 1974, Father Berrigan 
bought me dinner, saying, 'If 
you're not working, you don't 
pay' and I've had to follow that 
practice ever since," Curtin said.

About 300 gathered before 
the funeral and marched through 
Greenwich Village to the church 
on West 16th Street, following 
a serpentine path that passed 
buildings and locations signifi-
cant to Father Berrigan's life. 
The mourners assembled in the 
rain at Mary House, a Catholic 
Worker house in the East Vil-
lage. Led by a brass band named 
the Rude Mechanical Orchestra, 
and a woman on stilts carrying 
a parasol, they carried photos, 
banners and new and worn anti-

war placards. Without comment, 
but with occasional song, they 
passed the St. Joseph Catholic 
Worker house, a Jesuit residence 
on Thompson Street, Wash-
ington Square Park and Union 
Square.

Organizer Matt Daloisio 
said, "Somehow it was fitting to 
walk through the rain to come 
sing Dan home."

The marchers came from 
near and far. Art Laffin, a 39-
year friend of the Jesuit from 
Dorothy Day Catholic Worker 
in Washington, said 50 Catholic 
Worker communities were rep-
resented. "Dan never wavered in 
calling for the abolition of war. 
He spoke out clearly. He knew 
the cost of discipleship and he 
paid the price. He gave his life 
to make the Word flesh," he said.

Retired teacher Trudy Sil-
ver from Manhattan's Lower 
East Side, said, "I've just been 
so appreciative of the Berrigans 
and the role they've played in the 
movement over the years. Their 
inspiration guides my thoughts, 
actions and teaching. I put them 

At Funeral Mass, Father Daniel Berrigan
Hailed As Visionary Ruled By Faith

CNS Photo/Bob Roller

FATHER DANIEL
BERRIGAN S.J.

By Beth Griffin
Catholic News Service

up there with Gandhi, Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and others who 
make life better."

Despite the pelting rain, the 
march and funeral had the air of 
a reunion. As she surveyed the 
marchers, Silver said, "I've seen 
people here I've been arrested 
with over the years. People 
pulled together to honor Dan."

There were mourners of 
all ages at the church, but the 
baby boomers were the best-
represented group and there was 
an impressive display of gray 
beards and ponytails.

Joseph Finneral, a white-
bearded self-described profli-
gate from the Catholic Worker 
community in Worcester, Mas-
sachusetts, leaned on his sumac 
walking stick to offer an assess-
ment of Father Berrigan.

"There's little to cherish in 
this world and he's the one who 
pointed to it," Finneral said. "He 
was a great teacher and I loved 
the man. To tell the truth, and 
although the Berrigans would 
laugh about it, I'm a bit in awe of 
them," he said.

 

 

 
Carmelite Community of the Word  

12 th Annual Golf Tournament 
 
Monday, June 6, 2016 
Scotch Valley Country Club 

EARLY “BIRDIE” SPECIAL 
 Register Before May 24 - $125 per Golfer $450 per foursome 
 Register After   May 24 - $150 per Golfer  $600 per foursome 

Individual Golfers always welcome! 

Fee includes Golf, Breakfast, Course refreshments, Dinner, Prizes, 
and a Live Auction.  Shotgun Start at 8:00 a.m., Dinner at 1 p.m. 

To Register, or for more information, 
Contact Sr. Jane Miller, CCW: 

CCW Incarnation Center 
394 Bem Road, Gallitzin, PA 16641 

Phone: 814-886-4098 or email: jmseashell@msn.com 
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“I felt such a big  sense of 
loss, loneliness, grief, and ex-
perienced real doubts about my 
self worth,” recalled Sondre 
Harteis, of her divorce several 
years ago.

But, The Family Office 
came to her aid a few years ago 
with a new program, brought to 
the Altoona - Johnstown Dio-
cese by Amy Kanich, director of 
the Family Life Office.

“A Divorce Survival Guide 
for Catholics,” helped Harteis 
begin to heal, and discover emo-
tional issues of which she was 
not even aware. “It brought un-
resolved issues to the surface, 
issues I didn’t know existed,” 
Harteis continued. “The pro-
gram helped the healing process 
and taught me how to experience 
God’s love for me,” she said.

The first of the six-week 
sessions was held on Wednes-
day, May 11. There are five more 
workshops scheduled on con-
secutive Wednesdays from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at the Family Life 
Office, located at 5379 Portage 
Street in Lilly. The facilitated 
workshop is based on a DVD by 
Rose Sweet. There is no fee.

According to Kanich, each 
session is self - contained and 
has value in itself. It’s not neces-
sary to attend them in sequence. 
“I do encourage people to attend 
as many as possible because it’s 
such a good program,” added 
Kanich.

“I really like this program 
because it is faith - based for 
Catholics who have experienced 
the heartbreak of divorce and 
want to renew their passion and 
purpose for life,” Kanich said of 
the program she discovered at a 
conference in Philadelphia.

“We offer so much for the 
Sacrament of Marriage, but we 
didn’t have a ministry dealing 
with  divorce, based on the con-
text of faith.”

Kanich said what intrigued 
her about the program was the 
well - known Catholic theolo-

gian - presenters. They included; 
Father Mitch Pacwa of EWTN, 
Father Donald Calloway, Doc-
tor Ray Guer, and Christopher 
West. 

“Living through a divorce 
is similar to experiencing the 
stages of grief,” said Harteis, 
who is the facilitator for “A Di-
vorce Survival Guide for Catho-
lics.” “There is a feeling of loss, 
loneliness, feelings of doubt, 
the questioning of your own 
self - worth, even to the point of 
questioning your own value as a 
person. This program shows that 

‘Survival Guide’ Helps Bring Healing To Divorced

we all have value as a child of 
God.”

It can be tough, continued 
Harteis. She said sometimes 
your identity is wrapped up  in 
your spouse. You don’t fit the 
couples’ scene, and you won-
der how to find your place in 
the world. The program dem-
onstrates that your identity is in 
God, and your relationship with 
God never leaves.

There is a large segment on 
how to offer forgiveness. Par-
ticipants also learn how to deal 
with feelings of anger, resent-
ment, vindictiveness, etc.

Each session involves jour-
nal - led discussions, and a re-
view of the DVD. No one has 
to speak or offer any personal 
information. It’s a very non - 
threatening environment.

“This is a time for healing 
and hope,” reminded Kanich. 
“The Church is here for you, it 
loves you, and wants to walk 
with you through this personal 
experience. We all go into mar-
riage and hope it will last for-
ever, but we realize it doesn’t 
always.”

Kanich said by attending 
“A Divorce Survival Guide for 
Catholics,” you will be with 
people who are sharing similar 
experiences. The support for 
each other is very comforting.

Harteis said after the shock 
of her marriage ending she dealt 
with many issues in her life that 
held her back emotionally. “I 
found forgiveness very hard, 
and this program taught me how 
to forgive,” said Harteis. “For-
giveness is a huge part of heal-
ing and it’s not the easiest thing 
to do.” Harteis reiterated that 
the program helped her become 
aware of  issues of which she 
wasn’t even aware. “It showed 
me how I can heal in my own 
life,” she added.

“This is not counseling,” 
said Kanich of “A Divorce Sur-
vival Guide for Catholics,” “but 
a chance to feel God’s love as 
we as a Church is called to do.”

For more information on the 
free program, call Family Life 
at (814) 886 - 5551 or online at 
familylife@dioceseaj.org.

“Living through a divorce is similar to experiencing the stages of grief,” said 
Sondre Harteis, who is the facilitator for “A Divorce Survival Guide for Catho-
lics.” “There is a feeling of loss, loneliness, feelings of doubt, the questioning 
of your own self - worth, even to the point of questioning your own value as a 
person. This program shows that we all have value as a child of God.”

By Bruce A. Tomaselli


