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Your birthdate___________________________________
Spouse birthdate_________________________________
Daytime phone___________________________________
Email address_____________________________________

I have included the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown  
in my will.
     
   I would like to learn more about supporting the 
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown through a bequest, 
a life income gift, or some other tax-wise gift plan. 
Please contact me.

I would like to support my faith through appreciated     
stock and/or qualified charitable distribution from  
my IRA. Please contact me.

‘WHAT IN THE WORLD AM I 
GOING TO DO?’
“Just over the limit”—the financial limit—is what brought 
Debbie to Catholic Charities seeking help. “I could pay 
for oil,” she said. “I just didn’t have enough money to  
pay for a broken furnace.” 

With a disabled husband in a nursing home, and 
medical issues preventing her from returning to work  
as a caregiver, Debbie became fraught with worry  
when the heat didn’t kick on one day.  

“I just hated to ask anyone for help, but I thought, ‘what 
in the world am I going to do?’” The last couple of years 
have been rough, as ongoing extensive medical bills 
(a result of a six-month hospital stay) gobble up their 
Social Security and small pension.  

“I am still able to get by, but there’s nothing for anything extra,”.  

Debbie was encouraged to apply for heating help, but when she did, the agency told her that her income 
was just over the limit for assistance. However, they provided her with the names of five other agencies  
that could help. 

“Catholic Charities was the last name on the list I called,” she said. “And the only one to help. They gave  
me $359. I was able to add $200 to it to get the furnace fixed.”  

“I think it’s wonderful that the Church helps people in need,” she added. “I’m a Protestant, and I thought 
that would be a roadblock, but they weren’t judgmental, and everyone was so nice.”  

Debbie said she now has two goals. “I want to go back to work, and as soon as I straighten up, I plan to give 
back to Catholic Charities. It’s God’s way of speaking, helping others—our neighbors—who need it, like me.”  

“CHRIST’S MESSAGE IS 
TO TAKE CARE OF OUR 
NEIGHBORS.” 
In 1950 Peter Kreckel’s grandfather was a widower 
raising eight children when he was asked to donate 
money for the construction for the new parochial school. 
Instead, the blacksmith offered his talent to sharpen the 
workers’ chisels, an essential tool in their toolbox. 

“My grandfather gave what he could, and it made  
a difference,” said Peter, who, along with his wife,  
Denise, are longtime area pharmacists. “We all  
have gifts, the things that we are capable of giving.  

I can’t sharpen a chisel, but I can earn money to help support what Christ is asking me to do.” 

Growing up, Peter said, he often passed the school – imagining his grandfather at work and reflecting  
upon the enormous contribution he made to his Catholic faith. It is a lesson that has continued to  
resonate with him and Denise. “We need to help all the people of our faith and even those who are not,” 
said Denise. “Christ’s message is to take care of our neighbors.”  

Through her work as a pharmacist and at Centre Volunteers in Medicine, Denise said she sees people 
suffering physically, emotionally, and spiritually every day. “People in our community are falling through  
the cracks. Many of them are homeless, and many can’t speak English. As faithful Catholics, we need to  
help one another in whatever way we can.” 

Added Peter, “This is our Church. The Church of Mother Teresa and John Paul II. It has an amazing history  
of faith, hope, and charity. We are called upon to give what we can, and it needs everyone’s support.”  

Denise and Peter Kreckel, CMD supporters 
and parishioners of St. Matthew Church, Tyrone

Debbie, a recipient of Catholic Charities 
emergency funding, with Jean Johnstone, 
Catholic Charities executive director

Mail to:  2020 Catholic Ministries Drive
              Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown
              PO Box 409
              Hollidaysburg, PA 16648-0409

Jean Johnstone, executive director of Catholic Charities, said Debbie’s story is a too-familiar one. Each 
year more people are seeking help, many of whom are middle class and falling through the cracks.

“They’ve worked their entire lives thinking Social Security and retirement would take care of them, and it 
doesn’t,” she said. “Any one of us could be a paycheck or two away from asking for help.”

Catholic Charities relies heavily on Catholic Ministries Drive dollars to help offset expenses for three 
offices that serve thousands annually throughout the Diocese.

“The Catholic Ministries Drive is essential to our existence. We have to keep the doors open to continue 
to help those in need.”

Any questions or concerns, please contact:  
Office of Stewardship and Development  
814.695.5577 or pseasoltz@dioceseaj.org  
 
Learn more about your Diocese online at: 
www.dioceseaj.org 




