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The start of a new school 
year always brings new begin-
nings.

For Mary Frances Truscel-
lo, it is the beginning of the end 
of a glorious career in Catholic 
education. 

Truscello, a seventh grade 
teacher at All Saints Catholic 
School in Cresson, will retire at 
the conclusion of the upcoming 
academic year.

As she spends these August 
days preparing her classroom 
and organizing lesson plans for 
the final time, she is reflecting on 
the past 20 years at All Saints as 
one of the greatest blessings in 
her life.

“We are a family there - stu-
dents, teachers, staff, and parents 
support each other with kindness 
and respect day in and day out,” 
she said. “In those 20 years, not 
only have I helped prepare my 
students with the knowledge 
they must have for higher learn-
ing, but I have been able to teach 
and hand on our Catholic faith.”

Truscello urged students to 
love others as Christ loves us. 
It is something she said brought 
joy and enthusiasm to the class-
room every day.

“Seeing each of their smil-
ing faces throughout the years 
tells me that God put me exactly 
where I was meant to be, and 
those faces are what I will miss 
the most,” she emphasized.

Truscello and other educa-
tors, along with students, par-
ents, administrators, and pastors, 
are eagerly awaiting the launch 
of the 2019-2020 school year in 

Students, Educators Ready To
Soar To Head Of The Class

A Message From
The Director Of Education

GETTING READY: Mary Frances Truscello, a seventh grade teacher 
at All Saints Catholic School in Cresson, prepares a bulletin board in 
her classroom for the start of the new school year. Truscello is retiring at 
the end of the upcoming academic year after 20 years at the school.

just days.
The first day for some Catho-

lic schools in the Diocese of Al-
toona-Johnstown comes as soon 
as August 22. Others begin the 
week of August 26.

The diocese is home to 13 
Catholic elementary schools and 
four independent Catholic high 
schools.

“It is such an exciting time,” 
said Peggy Beck, Executive Pro-
gram Assistant in the diocesan Ed-
ucation Office. “The classrooms 
are all brand new and fresh. The 
kids are all brand new and fresh. 
They look so much older than 
they did the year before. Every-
body is just ready for the growth 
of a new school year.”

Before beginning her new 
career on the diocesan level, Beck 
was a Catholic school teacher for 

30 years. 
“The values of a Catholic 

school are like no other,” she stat-
ed. “The love of God is evident 
through our principals, through 
our staff, through our families, 
and it’s such a family oriented 
institution. Those children go 
through those Catholic schools 
not just with their own set of par-
ents, but with every teacher, every 
other parent in that school.”

Danielle Michaud has much 
fewer years of experience than 
Beck and Truscello, but she is just 
as enthusiastic about the rewards 
of Catholic education.

Last year was her first year 
teaching at Holy Trinity Catholic 
School in Hollidaysburg.

After months of planning, 
we are eagerly anticipating the 
start of a new school year. Over 
the summer months, many of our 
teachers and administrators have 
been working to hone their skills, 
knowledge, and abilities as ex-
ceptional professionals by taking 
graduate classes, workshops, and 
seminars.

As we endeavor to maintain 
our status as premier Catholic 
schools, it is imperative that we 
continue to be on the forefront 
and cutting edge of instruction 
and pedagogy. We are constantly 
striving to improve our curricu-
lum and this year we are proud to 
present an exceptional academic 
program to provide our students 
with the resources and opportu-
nities they need to enhance learn-
ing and prepare for the future.

We have sharpened our fo-
cus and refined curricular areas, 
bringing more enrichment, proj-
ect-based, and hands on learn-
ing for all students so that our 
students continue to be highly 
competitive when they leave our 
PK-12 programs and move on to 
the college of their choice.

This year, our school will 
begin their second year of the 
R.I.C.H. (Respect, integrity, 
Courage, Humility) program 
after an extremely successful 
first year. After much positive 
feedback from students, admin-
istrators, and parents, our Faith 
Families and ARISE program 
will also continue to be an inte-
gral part of all our Catholic el-
ementary schools this year. Our 
secondary schools will continue 
with similar programs to culti-
vate and enrich the Catholic faith 
within their schools.

I would like to offer a heart-

felt “Thank You” to those who 
help make Catholic education 
possible: to our parish priests, 
parishioners, and EITC, OSCT 
and SPE donors for providing 
scholarship monies to help our 
students attend and thrive in 
our schools. Your support fi-
nancially, and your encourage-
ment to our students to continue 
to strive to reach their spiritual, 
physical, emotional and aca-
demic goals is second to none; 
to the teachers and administra-
tors that put their heart and soul 
into our schools each and every 
day; to the parents who choose 
a Catholic education for their 
children and continue to foster a 
connection to our faith at home; 
and finally to the students, who 
make our schools the successes 
they are with their dedication 
and eagerness to learn.

As always, we value the 

JO-ANN SEMKO

(Continued On Page 4.) (Continued On Page 4.)
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Husbands And Wives Reaffirm Commitment At Annual Outdoor Mass
By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register

Vince and Yolanda Bumann 
have some advice for married 
couples.

“Give a hundred percent,” 
Vince urged.

“Just hang in there,” en-
couraged Yolanda. “Eventually 
everything you wish for will 
happen in God’s way. Keep on 
trucking!”

Indeed, she and Vince have 
trucked through 64 years of 
marriage, which qualifies them 
to share some words of wisdom 
on the subject.

Members of Saint Mary 
(Immaculate Conception) Par-
ish in Altoona, the couple was 
blessed with six children and 
many cherished memories.

“We had a real good life 
together,” acknowledged Vince. 

“We don’t always agree, 
but that’s all right,” added 
Yolanda with a chuckle.

The Bumanns were among 
the hundreds of husbands and 
wives who attended the an-
nual outdoor Mass celebrating 
marriage on July 14 at the Our 
Lady of the Alleghenies Shrine 
in Loretto.

The Family Life Office of 
the Diocese of Altoona-John-
stown sponsors the Liturgy each 
year as a way of highlighting 
the importance of marriage and 
family in society and re-affirm-
ing the Church’s commitment 
to couples throughout their life 
journey.

“We’re celebrating that 
marriage means so much more 
than just two people being 
together,” explained Andre 
McCarville, Diocesan Director 
of Family Life and Missions. 
“It’s the witness of God’s love 
for the Church celebrated by a 
couple, and we’re blessing that, 
trying to encourage couples in 
their promises to each other, 
letting them know that we as a 
church support you. We want to 
celebrate who you are and the 
witness that you provide for the 
rest of the world.”

As part of the Mass, cel-
ebrated by Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak, the couples had the 

lovely opportunity to face each 
other, join hands, and renew the 
promises they made on their wed-
ding day. The Bishop then offered 
them a special blessing.

In his homily, the Bishop 
assured husbands and wives of 
his prayerful support. 

“You came here tonight be-
cause you already know or you 

have heard about this better way, 
which is the way of Christ who is 
loving and full of mercy,” Bishop 
Mark stated. “He goes out of His 
way to meet us here, up here on 
the mountain in beautiful Loretto, 
to feed us with His Word, which 
is the truth, and to nourish us and 
refresh us with His very Body and 
Blood in the Holy Eucharist.”

The Bishop thanked the 
couples for their witness to all 
that is challenging and good 
about marriage.

“May God continue to bless 
all of you and your children and 
grandchildren who will ask you 
sooner or later, ‘How do you 
have a happy and holy mar-
riage? What’s the secret to that 
success?’”

Following the Mass, Tom 
Fleming joked that one secret to 
a successful marriage is to agree 
with his very wise wife, Linda.

In reality, it would have been 
very difficult for him to disagree 
with her sentiments on that spec-
tacular summer evening.   

“Sometimes life gets so 
busy, it’s just good to take a min-
ute and really celebrate the sacra-
ment and recognize what’s good 
in your partner,” noted Linda. 

“Sometimes we take things for 
granted, and we really shouldn’t.  
We should praise God all the time 
for a healthy and enduring mar-
riage, and this was a great time 
to do that.” 

The Flemings, members of 
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish in 
Johnstown, are looking forward 
to their 30th anniversary later 
this year.

Jerry and Fran Fulare have 
been married for 33 years. Parish-
ioners of Saint Mark in Altoona, 
they enjoyed the opportunity to 
be part of the special Liturgy.

“It reflects to our children 
that we are very special to each 
other’s life and that God is very 
important to us and our family,” 
said Jerry.  

RENEWING THE COMMITMENT: Tom and Linda Fleming 
(above) and Jerry and Fran Fulare (left) reaffirm their commitment to 
each other during the annual outdoor Mass for married couples on July 
14 at the Our Lady of the Alleghenies Shrine in Loretto.

STILL GOING STRONG: Vince and Yolanda Bumann, married for 
64 years, were among the many husbands and wives who attended the 
annual outdoor Mass for married couples, sponsored by the diocesan 
Family Life Office.

4 Burial Plots
Calvary Cemetery, 

Altoona

1 With Existing Stone 
Monuments

All for $3,500 
A $6,000 Value

Call Joe at: 702-340-9999
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Bishop Reminds College Students To Stay True To The Faith
By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register

Logan Gottshall and Elisa-
beth Keim have an advantage as 
they head off to college this fall.

Both are attending Chris-
tian and Catholic universities 
respectively, which is a plus 
as they strive to maintain their 
commitment to the Catholic 
faith.

They received an extra 
boost from Bishop Mark L. 
Bartchak as he offered practi-
cal advice to young adults at 
the annual outdoor Mass for 
students entering and returning 
to college.

The Liturgy, which also 
welcomed 2019 high school 
graduates entering the military 
or workforce, was celebrated on 
August 4 at the Our Lady of the 
Alleghenies Shrine in Loretto. 

“I’m excited, and I think 
this really gave a way we can 
take our faith to college,” stated 
Gottshall, a member of Saint 
Francis Xavier Parish in Cres-
son and incoming freshman at 
Waynesburg University.

“I feel I gained a lot of 
knowledge on how to keep my 
faith in college, and it makes 
me excited that I’ll always have 
my faith even through college 
and after it,” added Keim, a 
parishioner at Holy Name in 
Ebensburg. Keim will attend 
Seton Hill University.

Some of the Bishop’s ad-
vice was blunt. 

“Stay away from sex, 
drugs, drinking, and smoking,” 
he warned. “In case you didn’t 
understand that, let me rephrase 
it. Stay away from sex, drugs, 
drinking, and smoking.”

Along those lines, he urged 
students to take care of their 
physical well-being.

“I hate to remind you of 
this, but your mom was right: a 
little pizza or ice cream once in a 
while is okay, but you really do 
need to eat healthy,” he pleaded. 
“If you don’t eat healthy, exer-
cise and get enough sleep, your 
brain will not work.”

The Bishop also reminded 
students to choose their friends 
wisely as they are about to meet 
plenty of new people – many of 

“Sometimes we take things for 
granted, and we really shouldn’t.  
We should praise God all the time 
for a healthy and enduring mar-
riage, and this was a great time 
to do that.” 

The Flemings, members of 
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish in 
Johnstown, are looking forward 
to their 30th anniversary later 
this year.

Jerry and Fran Fulare have 
been married for 33 years. Parish-
ioners of Saint Mark in Altoona, 
they enjoyed the opportunity to 
be part of the special Liturgy.

“It reflects to our children 
that we are very special to each 
other’s life and that God is very 
important to us and our family,” 
said Jerry.  
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Altoona
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A $6,000 Value
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BEST WISHES: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak greets one of the young 
adults at the annual outdoor Mass for students entering or returning 
to college and new graduates entering the military or workforce. The 
Bishop presented each young adult with Rosary beads.

COLLEGE BOUND: Sarah Farabaugh (left) and Kaylee Schall sing 
with the Bishop Carroll Catholic High School Choir during the annual 
outdoor Mass for students entering or returning to college. Farabaugh 
and Schall, both 2019 BCCHS graduates, will enter college this fall. 
Farabaugh will attend the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown; Schall 
will attend the Indiana University of Pennsylvania.

whom will not share their Catho-
lic values.

“Remember who you are,” 
he stressed. “You are a human 
person and every human person 
is made in the image and likeness 
of God. You have an awesome 
dignity. None compares. It is a 
gift from God, and God wants 

that gift to be your core for your 
whole life.”

The Bishop’s words of wis-
dom impressed Nathan Ring-
kamp, a member of Saint John the 
Evangelist Parish in Altoona. He 
will enter the Catholic University 
of America in the fall.

“It’s exciting that I can con-

tinue practicing my faith on a 
campus that I know supports 
that in every student,” he said. 
“I realized that my faith is really 
important to me, and it’s easier to 
continue your faith on a campus 
that supports that.”

Sarah Farabaugh is off to 
the University of Pittsburgh 
at Johnstown. Although it is a 
non-Catholic school, the Saint 
Nicholas, Nicktown, parishioner 
has no worries about staying true 
to her faith.

“I just plan to let it be in my 
action – just let them see that I’m 
a strong believing Catholic, and 
that’s how I plan to be and no one 
can change that,” she stressed.

Maria Schall knows what to 
expect when she returns to the In-
diana University of Pennsylvania 
in a few weeks. The Saint Bene-
dict, Carrolltown, parishioner 
will begin her junior year.

“One of the hardest things 
that I found going to college that I 
didn’t even think about was grace 
before meals, because I’m by my-
self or I’m with my friends who 
aren’t Catholic, and so sometimes 
I don’t even think to pray before 
meals,” she admitted. “Since I 
noticed I wasn’t doing that, I’ve 
tried to make a conscious effort. 
I’m still proud of my faith, and I 
still want to spread that – even if 

it’s just someone seeing me make 
the sign of the cross before I eat.”

A great way for college stu-
dents to engage in their Catholic 
faith is through participation in 
Catholic campus ministry pro-
grams. A Catholic Sunday Mass 
is celebrated on campuses, and 
there are opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Isaac Freidhof lives at home 
and commutes to the University 
of Pittsburgh at Johnstown. 

“I’m with my family, and I 
go to Church with my family, but 
there’s a chapel on campus if I 
ever want to go to Church when 
I’m there,” mentioned Freidhof, 
a member of Saint Nicholas Par-
ish in Nicktown. “I just have to 
hold onto my beliefs no matter 
what I’m doing.”

At the end of the Liturgy, 
Bishop Mark and Monsignor 
Michael Becker, diocesan coor-
dinator of Catholic Campus Min-
istry, invited the young adults to 
the altar for a special blessing, 
Rosary beads, and well-wishes.

“A lot of people are praying 
for you, myself included, as you 
go off in the future of your life,” 
Bishop Mark said. “Big changes 
are about to happen for all of 
you. We’re praying for you.”

Come have some fun @

Sun., Sep. 8, 2019
12pm–7pm
Saint John the Baptist Church 
101 Findley Street
New Baltimore, PA 15553
814.733.2210

The Day Includes:

· Youth Hour
· Adoration and Confession
· Padre Pio Healing Service w/Relics @ 5 PM

And more…

Free Admission

Live Music
Featuring:
Marie Miller,
Capuchin Brothers, 
and Girard Conroy

Food Vendors

Praise & 
Worship@ 12 PM

Outdoor Games 
& Children’s 
Activities

PadrePioFamilyFest

NewBaltimoreFamilyFestivalFlyer.indd   1 6/1/19   1:43 PM
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“One of the things that 
stands out most to me is being 
able to add faith and spirituality 
to the school day,” she noted. 
“As a woman of faith, I be-
lieve that adding this aspect to 
the school day truly rounds out 
the students’ learning and helps 
teach the students responsibility 
and accountability. Students can 
learn that their faith doesn’t have 
to be separated from academic 
learning, but can be experienced 
throughout the school day.”

Joey Lehman cannot wait 
for the school bell to ring this 
coming year. The Holy Trinity 
Catholic School student is one of 
many youngsters who will make 
the transition from elementary to 
middle school.

“I am happy and excited 
to go to the middle school,” he 
stated. “I’m thinking the middle 
school could be more of a chal-
lenge. The classes will be a little 
longer and I’m looking forward 
to having more time with my 
friends.”

Lehman loves Math, Sci-
ence, Social Studies, and 
STREAM.

 “It’s also going to be fun 
to pick electives by myself,” he 
continued. ”I will be choosing 
ones that have something to do 
with building. I feel good about 
picking electives that might have 
to do with building with my 
hands or with computers.”

The new school year also 
brings new responsibility for one 
of our priests.  

Father Brian Warchola was 
recently appointed pastor of 
Holy Name Parish in Ebensburg, 
which includes a vibrant school. 

“We certainly look forward 
to a wonderful school year that 
will help our students, faculty, 
and administration to grow in 
knowledge and wisdom as we 
continue to follow our universal 
call to holiness,” he commented. 
“It is my hope and sincere prayer 
that the Holy Spirit will descend 
upon Holy Name School and all 
our diocesan schools and fami-
lies. 

input and suggestions of com-
munity members, students, and 
parents. Please be sure to keep in 
touch with your school’s adminis-
trator, teachers and the Diocesan 
Education Office. We are one 
family and together we will stay 

Director Of Education Jo-Ann Semko Message 

After spending a year as a 
novice and three years in tem-
porary vows, Brother Barnabas 
(Michael) O’Reilly, OSB, of 
Johnstown, professed solemn 
vows, or vows for life, on July 
11 at Saint Vincent Archabbey in 
Latrobe before Archabbot Doug-
las R. Nowicki, OSB. 

 He is a 2008 graduate of 
Bishop McCort Catholic High 
School in Johnstown. He earned 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Biology and Theology in 2012 
from Saint Vincent College. He 
began studies at Saint Vincent 
Seminary in 2016. In 2018, he 
received a Master of Arts degree 
in Catholic philosophical studies, 
cum laude. 

He entered the novitiate 
at Saint Vincent Archabbey on 
July 1, 2015, and made simple 
profession of monastic vows on 
July 10, 2016. Following simple 
profession, he was assigned as 
assistant to the director of Cam-
pus Ministry at Saint Vincent 
College (2016-present), and a 
Benedictine resident in Gerard 
Hall (2016-present). 

Brother Barnabas is the son 
of Lawrence and Eileen O’Reilly, 
members of Saint Andrew Parish 
in Johnstown. 

McCort Graduate 
Professes Solemn Vows

BROTHER BARNABAS 
O’REILLY, OSB

Altoona-Johns town i s 
blessed by the presence and ser-
vice of the Capuchin Franciscans, 
and that religious community is 
blessing the faithful the diocese 
with a unique family event.

The Padre Pio Family Festi-
val is scheduled for September 8 
on the grounds of Saint John the 
Baptist Parish and Retreat Center 
in New Baltimore. Several Capu-
chin friars reside at the parish and 
serve that faith community and 
others in the diocese.

According to Father Tom 
Betz, OFM Cap, Provincial Min-
ister of the Saint Augustine Prov-
ince, the location of the church 
and retreat center is a wonderful 
setting for the event.

“We have come to know 
that there are truly good Catho-
lic people who love and support 
this iconic church,” he noted. “I 
also believe that the grounds of 
Saint John the Baptist above the 
Turnpike are beautiful. Imagine 

many hundreds of people coming 
to pray on those grounds as traffic 
whizzes by.”

Some of the young Capuchin 
friars formed a music group and 
perform for religious and evan-
gelical events. 

“I thought that it would be 
great if we could bring a high 
energy Catholic event to the 
Altoona-Johnstown Diocese,” 
Father Betz mentioned.

The festival, which includes 
free admission, begins with the 
celebration of Mass outdoors at 
Noon. Following the Liturgy and 
throughout the afternoon, guests 
can enjoy live music, games, and 
a program that is geared toward 
youth and young adults. 

“We especially urge young 
Catholics to come to New Bal-
timore on September 8,” Father 
Betz added. 

The day will be dedicated 
to Padre Pio, a Capuchin friar 
who passed in 1968 and was 
canonized.

“God marked his body with 

the wounds of Christ,” explained 
Father Betz. “He had nail marks 
in his hands and feet and a lance 
mark on his chest. When he cel-
ebrated Mass he would bleed.”

The wounds of Christ drew 
many people to him, continued 
Father Betz.

“He was sought after as a 
confessor and he spent hours in 
the confessional,” he added. ”He 
helped to build a large hospital 
for the sick and the poor.  He 
had a remarkable gift of inter-
cession. His prayers for others 
were often granted and many 
miracles are attributed to his 
intercession.” 

In that spirit, a Padre Pio 
Healing Service will be held at 
5:00 p.m. Relics of Padre Pio 
– a glove that he wore over his 
wounded hand and a cloth with 
some of his dried blood – will 
be present.

“We invite people to come 
and pray with Padre Pio’s relics,” 
urged Father Betz. “Capuchin 
friars will be on hand to pray 
with those seeking God’s help.”

Family Festival To Celebrate Padre Pio In
 Picturesque Parish Setting

SWEET SOUNDS: The Capuchin Café, a music ministry comprised of Capuchin friars, performs at an 
outdoor venue. The musicians are scheduled to perform at the upcoming Padre Pio Family Festival on Sep-
tember 8 at Saint John the Baptist Parish and Retreat Center in New Baltimore.

By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register

strong, grow exponentially, and 
follow the path of Jesus Christ to-
gether each and every day.

We are the Catholic schools 
of The Diocese of Altoona-John-
stown and we invite you to come 
visit and learn more about us. 

Come join us as we walk with 
Christ and each other to achieve 
the goals, celebrate the successes 
and support the spiritual and aca-
demic well-being of our children.

(Continued From Page 1.)
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Florist, Gifts, Greenhouses
179 S. Montgomery Street, Hollidaysburg

814-695-9431

Since 1950

By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register

The Family Life Office of the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese has 
announced the scheduling of the Annual Wedding Anniversary Litur-
gies honoring couples celebrating their first, fifth, 10th, 25th, 40th, 
50th, 55th, and 60th+ anniversaries within the 2019 calendar year.  

Couples and their families may attend the Eucharistic celebration 
in Altoona on Sunday, September 15 at the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament or Johnstown on Sunday, September 22 at Saint John 
Gualbert Cathedral. 

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak will be celebrant and homilist at both 
Masses, which begin at 2:00 p.m.  

This public recognition of those who have faithfully lived the vo-
cation to married life provides an opportunity for all to recall the value 
and importance of such commitments in today’s world.

A beverage and cookies reception will follow the Eucharistic cel-
ebrations for celebrating couples and their family members.    

Couples who wish to attend one of these celebrations should con-
tact their home parish by Thursday, August 22 to make the necessary 
reservations.

Bishop To Celebrate Annual Wedding 
Anniversary Liturgies

Birth Of Mary Celebration Planned
The 38th annual Birth of Mary Celebration will be held on Sep-

tember 8 at Saint Catherine of Siena Parish in Duncansville. The theme 
will be “Life of Mary, Our Mother.” 

The Pastor, Monsignor Robert Saly, will celebrate Masses at 8:00 
a.m. and 11:00 a.m. in the church. Recitation of the Rosary will begin 
at 9:00 a.m. and continue through 10:30 a.m. in the church. The Ro-
sary will again be prayed in the church and shrine from Noon until 
4:30 p.m. 

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak will celebrate Mass at 5:00 p.m. at the 
shrine, followed by the Rosary Procession around the grounds. Please 
bring a lawn chair.

Displays will be available in the church hall, and a spaghetti din-
ner will be served from Noon until 4:00 p.m. There will be coffee and 
cake after the evening Mass.

Address petitions to: Birth of Mary Celebration, P.O. Box 88, 
Duncansville, PA  16635.

A Blue Mass honoring first responders for their service will be 
celebrated on September 8 at 11:00 a.m. at Saint John Gualbert Ca-
thedral in Johnstown. This Liturgy is open to all police, law enforce-
ment, public safety, firefighters, and EMTs and their families. The 
Blue Mass celebration will be open to the general public and honors 
those who serve our community in a most outstanding way as first 
responders. Anyone wishing to attend, plus those seeking further in-
formation, can contact (814) 659-6240 or evyanz@hotmail.com. The 
Mass will be broadcast live on WATM ABC 23. 

Saint John Gualbert Cathedral To Celebrate 
Blue Mass

Visit the Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown’s e-news site, 
Proclaim!: The Good News of Altoona-Johnstown. Access 
the site at proclaim.dioceseaj.org and sign up for regular 

e-mail updates of diocesan news and information.

Making the world a better 
place requires us to love as 
Jesus loved.

That message will be high-
lighted at a special convocation 
leading up to the launch of 
season three of the diocesan-
wide renewal initiative ARISE 
Together in Christ.

The new season, titled “In 
the Footsteps of Christ,” will 
invite the faithful to reflect 
on their mission as disciples 
of Jesus and to act on the call 
through the lens of Catholic 
Social Teaching.

The six-week small group 
faith-sharing sessions are 
scheduled to begin in the fall. 

To prepare those engaged 
in ARISE, and to enlighten 
those who do not participate 
in the groups, a convocation 
is planned for the morning of 
September 21 at Bishop Car-
roll Catholic High School in 
Ebensburg. 

Doctor Donald Asci, a Pro-
fessor of Theology at Francis-
can University of Steubenville, 
will present “Following Jesus 
and Transforming the World: 
The Social Dimension of Chris-
tian Discipleship.”

Doctor Asci will focus on 
the way in which the social 
teachings of the Church present 
some fundamental truths of the 
Gospel that all Christians are 
called to incorporate into their 
daily lives.

“I will seek to highlight 
how our social teachings are 
an expression of the love of 

neighbor that we are all obliged 
to practice,” he noted.

Doctor Asci plans to pres-
ent core truths by which our 
social teachings unfold, focusing 
especially on how they empha-
size the dignity of every human 
person and the solidarity among 
all humans. 

“I will also address the ways 
in which we can practice the 
social dimension of our Chris-
tian vocation by working to 
affirm the inherent dignity of all 
humans, while opposing evils 
that threaten human dignity, and 
by seeking to better the lives of 
those to whom we show Christian 
love,” he added. “This means that 
our Christian vocation requires 

Convocation  Speaker Will  Highlight The Importance 
Of Catholic Social Teaching

us to defend human dignity at 
the cultural, political, and legal 
level, while also working toward 
solutions to problems such as 
poverty, homelessness, lack of 
access to education, and lack of 
access to healthcare.”

There is no charge to attend 
the convocation, but attendees 
are asked to register in advance. 
Reservations can be made by 
visiting the special ARISE sec-
tion of the diocesan website 
www.dioceseaj.org. Click on the 
ARISE circle on the upper right 
of the home page. 

Doors will open at 8:30 a.m. 
on the morning of the convoca-
tion, with the opening prayer 
at 9:00 a.m. The gathering will 
include praise and worship music 
from Saint Joan of Arc Parish 
in Frugality and an overview of 
season three of ARISE Together 
in Christ.

Doctor Asci, also the Vice 
President of the Faculty Coun-
cil of Franciscan University, is 
looking forward to sharing his 
message with the faithful of 
Altoona-Johnstown.

“Above all, I hope to reaf-
firm that the social teachings 
express truths that need to be 
lived by all Christians who are 
commanded to love as Jesus 
loved but also that we cannot 
expect to make the world a better 
place unless we are willing and 
able to love as Jesus loved,” he 
stated.  “Our Christian charity 
obliges us to seek to better the 
lives of those around us, and our 
Christian charity will also be the 
key ingredient to making the 
world a better place.”

DR. DONALD ASCI

Come join us as we walk with 
Christ and each other to achieve 
the goals, celebrate the successes 
and support the spiritual and aca-
demic well-being of our children.

OUT OF THIS WORLD: 
Sacred Heart Parish in Al-
toona sponsored Vacation Bi-
ble School earlier this month 
with the theme “To Mars and 
Beyond.” Very Reverend Lu-
bomir Strecok, VF, Pastor of 
Sacred Heart, holds the puppet 
robot EP3-20 – which stands 
for Ephesians 3:20 in the Bible 
– while Ryleigh Stollings en-
joys the education and enter-
tainment.
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Letrent’s 
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135 West Pitt Street • Bedford, PA 15522

Phone (814) 623-1442

After Hours Emergency Phone (814) 623-8021

Open Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM - 7:30 PM
Open Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

www.letrentspharmacybedford.com

• Prescriptions
• Hallmark Cards
• Gifts

135 W. Pitt Street
Bedford, PA

(814) 623-1442
www.letrentspharmacybedford.com

Family-owned since 1972

As a craft project, young-
sters at Camp Zacchaeus 2019 
had the opportunity to make 
little objects out of beads.  

Some of them chose to 
make frogs, and all of them 
“leapfrogged” in their faith 
throughout the week.

Held July 21-26, dozens 
of students entering grades 4-9 
embraced the spirituality, cama-
raderie, and fun that only Camp 
Z can offer.

Immersed in another craft 
project – clothesline pin crosses 
– campers Catie Cammarata 
and Vivienne Compton gushed 
about the experience.

“You get to be with your 
friends and you get to do a 
bunch of different activities that 
are really fun,” noted Camma-

rata, a member of Saint Rose of 
Lima Parish in Altoona.

“And then at night, right 
before you go to bed, you have 
evening devotion, which is differ-
ent forms of prayer you can do,” 
explained Compton, a parishio-
ner at Sacred Heart in Altoona. 
“And there’s a campfire before 
that where you sing a bunch of 
songs. That’s really fun.”

Amid all that fun comes a 
hefty dose of the Catholic faith. 

“It just makes me think of 
how much God does for us, and 
how much He loves us,” said 
camper Clare Lessard, a mem-
ber of Saint Nicholas Parish in 
Nicktown. 

That sentiment was exactly 
what Camp Director Francine 
Swope loved to hear.

“We’re trying to convince 
our campers that, yes, they are 
Catholic Christians, and every 
time we go to Mass we profess 
the Creed, but do you really 
believe what you’re saying, or 
are you just saying it because 
you have it memorized?,” posed 
Swope.

Based on what she wit-
nessed, the students surely do 
believe.

“They’re happy to learn 
more about their faith, they’re 
happy to learn more about their 
faith and grow deeper in that 
relationship with Jesus,” she 
continued.

Once again, Father Brian 
Saylor, Pastor of Saint Rose of 
Lima Parish in Altoona, served 
as camp chaplain. He, adult staff, 
and counselors assisted Swope 
throughout the week. 

Diocesan Director of Vo-
cations Father Matthew Reese 
celebrated Mass on one of the 
days, and Father Brian Warchola, 
Pastor of Holy Name Parish in 
Ebensburg, and Father George 
Gulash, Pastor of Resurrection 
Parish in Johnstown, visited and 
showed their support for the 
campers.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak 
also spent much of a day engag-
ing in the Camp Z experience. Af-
ter celebrating Mass, he enjoyed 
lunch with the kids and then 
fielded their thought-provoking 
questions about the faith. 

Camper Lola Wilson thor-
oughly enjoyed hanging out with 
the Bishop, but there were other 
highlights, too.

“The pool is really fun, and 
I think my favorite part was the 
campfire,” said the parishioner 
of Saint John the Evangelist in 
Everett. “It’s just fun to be here 
when you have friends who you 
can meet who are nice.” 

 

HAPPY CAMPERS: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak poses with a counselor and some campers during his visit 
to Camp Zacchaeus. In the middle photo, Catie Cammarata (left) and Vivienne Compton show off their craft 
projects. In the bottom photo, campers are all smiles as they await their next Camp Z adventure.

Camp Zacchaeus Engages Youth In Faith And Fun

For video highlights of Camp Zacchaeus 
2019, visit the Diocese of Altoona-John-

stown Youth Ministry on Instagram.



The Catholic Register, August 2019                             Page 7

By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register

131 South Pleasant Ave., 
Somerset, PA 15501
(1 block east of 
Somerset Hospital)

Michael J. Fapore, R.Ph.

“What a Pharmacy Was Meant To Be”
814-443-9500

Have Faith In Your 
Donor-Advised Fund 

 
Use your donor-advised fund to create the 
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Not every family likes to 
admit it has ups and downs. 

Refreshingly, the spiritual 
“dad” of the Resurrection Parish 
family in Johnstown put it all 
out on the table.

“Do we always get along? 
No; Do we get mad at each 
other? Yes; Do we say un-
kind things about each other? 
Never!,” proclaimed the pastor, 
Father George Gulash, amid 
roaring laughter. “But that’s 
what family does, so I want to 
personally thank you for allow-
ing me into your family.”

That  amazing family 
marked a milestone earlier this 
summer as it celebrated Resur-
rection’s 10th anniversary as a 
parish.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak 
presided at a Mass in honor of 
the occasion. Father Gulash 
concelebrated the Liturgy, along 
with the Very Reverend Alan 
Thomas, VG, the first Pastor of 
Resurrection, and Father Brian 
Warchola who was assigned 
there as a seminarian.

A reception followed the 
Mass.

The faith community was 
created after the merger of the 
five parishes in the Cambria 
City section of Johnstown – 
Immaculate Conception, Saints 
Casimir and Emerich, Saint Co-

lumba, Saint Rochus, and Saint 
Stephen – in 2009.

Admittedly, blending each 
of the former parishes’ cherished 
ethnic traditions was a challenge 
in the early days after the merger. 

All these years later, strong 
bonds have clearly formed.

“We are no longer five sepa-
rate parishes,” assured Resurrec-
tion Pastoral Council President 
Michelle Rager. “While we em-
brace and celebrate our diversity, 
we are united as one. Let’s not 
look at where we were, but 
where we’ve come, and – more 
importantly – where we’ll be in 
the future.”

Christine Babik has been a 
Resurrection parishioner since 
the beginning. 

“It’s wonderful to see people 
that you didn’t know that now 
are a part of your family,” she 
reflected. “It’s a wonderful thing 
to see how we’ve come together 
and increased our faith. I know it 
has increased my faith.”

Brande Conway began at-
tending Mass at Resurrection 
right after the merger, and be-
came an official parishioner six 
years ago. 

“The people are just very 
welcoming and warm and loving 
and accept you for who you are,” 
she said.

One of the many highlights 
of the past decade has been the 
parish’s outreach to others. In 

fact, the faith community was 
recently honored with the Spirit 
of Community Award, presented 
by the Arbutus Park Retirement 
Community. 

The parish also sponsors an 
annual mission trip to help the 
less fortunate in West Virginia. 

As a young adult member 
of Resurrection, Brendan Veney 
sees his parish as vibrant and 
welcoming of new ideas. 

“This Church is a commu-
nity, and we come together and 
help the community outside of 
here, and that’s really important 
to me that the Church has a role 
in broader society,” he explained.

As Resurrection looks to the 
future, parishioner Bryan Hodos 
hopes the faithful will continue 
to build on the success of the past 
10 years.

“The Cambria City area of 
Johnstown is really starting to 
blossom as an ethnic area, and I 
think we can be part of that, not 
just on our own, but with every-
one,” he said.

Babick, the Director of Re-
ligious Education, is especially 
encouraged that future genera-
tions will be rooted in the parish. 

“This is our home, and the 
neighborhood of Cambria City 
is our community,” she said. 
“I want to strive to build that 
foundation so they can say ‘this 
is my Church, and I am proud of 
my Church.’”

Johnstown Parish Celebrates Unity At 10th Anniversary 

SHARING A LAUGH: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak enjoys conversation and laughter with the faithful at a 
gathering celebrating the 10th anniversary of Resurrection Parish in Johnstown. 

A local observance will mark 
a global celebration of care for 
our environment.

The Season of Creation is an 
annual celebration among Chris-
tians around the world. 

Happening September 1 
through October 4, the Feast of 
Saint Francis of Assisi, it aims 
to promote prayer and action to 
protect creation.

According to Monsignor 
Michael Becker, Pastor of Saint 
John the Evangelist Parish in 
Altoona and Ecumenical Minister 
for the diocese, an ecumenical 
steering committee provides re-
sources to celebrate the Season 
of Creation, and proposes a theme 
for each year. 

The theme for 2019 is “The 
Web of Life,” a theme that con-
nects our role as the stewards of 
God’s creation with the urgent 
need to protect biodiversity.

“In fulfillment of our role as 
the guardians of God’s creation, 
we extend a particular invitation 
to join the ecumenical family in 
celebrating the Season of Cre-
ation,” Monsignor Becker said. 
“During the Season of Creation, 
people of all faiths unite in pray-
ing and acting together to care 
for our common home.

In honor of the Season of 
Creation, a communal prayer 
service will be held on Septem-
ber 8 at 6:00 p.m. at Saint John 
the Evangelist Parish in Altoona.

Prayer Service Planned In 
Celebration of “Season of Creation”
By Tony DeGol
The Catholic Register
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Diocesan seminarian Mi-
chael Pleva is still in the midst 
of his formation for the priest-
hood, but he has some words of 
wisdom any young man should 
seriously ponder. 

“God calls ordinary men 
to do extraordinary things,” he 
reminded. “Don’t be afraid, and 
allow God to work in your life 
through constant prayer and de-
votion to Him and His Mother, 
and allowing Him to lead you 
wherever He desires you to go.”

Pleva’s comments came at 
the conclusion of yet another 
milestone for him and fellow 
seminarian Mark Groeger.

Bishop Mark L. Bartchak 
admitted the two to Candidacy 
during a Mass on July 28 at 
Saint John Gualbert Cathedral 
in Johnstown.

Candidacy is another for-
mal step in a seminarian’s jour-
ney toward ordination as a tran-
sitional deacon and then a priest.

“It is just an amazing day 
for me, and so grace-filled,” 
stated Groeger, a member of 
Saint Peter Parish in Somerset, 
after the Liturgy.

“I feel truly blessed by God 
to be a seminarian and study for 
the diocese, added Pleva, who 
belongs to Holy Rosary Parish 
in Altoona. 

“The significance of today 
is showing that they’re publicly 
committed to continuing their 
formation, to praying about and 
discerning what God is calling 
them to,” explained Father Mat-
thew Reese, Diocesan Director 
of Vocations. “It’s not a final 
commitment, as ordination will 
be. It is just simply a temporary 
commitment in the sense of 
saying ‘yes, I’m still discerning, 
but I am taking that discernment 
seriously.’”

Both Groeger and Pleva are 
in formation at Saint Vincent 
Seminary in Latrobe and will 
resume their studies in the fall.  

Their anticipated ordina-
tion as transitional deacons will 
be in the spring of 2020; their 
anticipated ordination to the 
priesthood will be in the spring 
of 2021.

According to Father Reese, 

this most recent milestone for the 
two seminarians might inspire 
other young who are just begin-
ning to discern a vocation to the 
priesthood. 

“I would say to them to take 
a look at what these men today – 
Mark and Mike – have done as 
far as taking a step to candidacy,” 
he said. “They’ve already had 
several years of formation and 
discernment. Talk to them or just 
try to understand that the discern-
ment process is not an overnight 
commitment.”

Groeger’s advice to anyone 
contemplating a vocation is to 
turn to the Lord in prayer. 

“Pray with an open heart 
and listen,” he urged. “The part 
of prayer people forget about is 
the listening part. The Lord will 
speak to your heart in many dif-
ferent ways, but when we have 
great peace and great joy when 
we have those thoughts, we know 
those are from the Lord.”

CANDIDACY: Bishop Mark L. Bartchak admitted diocesan seminarians Mark Groeger and Michael Pleva 
to Candidacy on July 28 at Saint John Gualbert Cathedral in Johnstown. Pictured (left to right): Groeger, 
Bishop Mark, Diocesan Director of Vocations Father Matthew Reese, and Pleva.

ANOTHER MILESTONE: Diocesan seminarians Michael Pleva 
(left) and Mark Groeger face the Bishop as he formally admits them 
to Candidacy, which is another formal step in their formation for the 
priesthood.

PROUD PARENTS: Diocesan seminarian Michael Pleva poses with his parents after being admitted to 
Candidacy. Michael and his family are members of Holy Rosary Parish in Altoona.

GREETINGS: Diocesan seminarian Mark Groeger, a member of 
Saint Peter Parish in Somerset, greets well-wishers after the Mass dur-
ing which he was admitted to Candidacy.

Two Diocesan Seminarians Mark Formation Milestone

For additional photos and vid-
eo highlights on Proclaim!, 
visit the Diocese of Altoona-

Johnstown on Facebook.


