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In the July Issue I seemed to have given you three new address street numbers. The real new address is:
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown,
Parish Life Office: Christian Initiation/Sacrament Prep.

2713 W. Chestnut Avenue 
Altoona, PA 16601-1720
Phone numbers remain the same.  Main Office: 814-695-5579 Ext. 2672;
Direct line: 814-317-2672 Please call in advance if you would like to stop in for visit or a tour.
It is that time of year again! 

As school begins most parishes are “advertising” RCIA and when those parish classes will begin.   How we meet, greet and form friendships with the Inquirers within our faith communities will affect not only their growing relationship with the Lord, but their possible formal decision to become fully initiated members of the Catholic Church.  
I do have some bulletin announcements to share already on the website. But, I will be sending you some newer versions in light of reflecting on how we are reaching out to those men, women, young adults, youth, and families who are desiring a deeper relationship with God first.
TeamRCIA website in their FREE online Newsletter has an excellent article about this very topic.  PLEASE go to teamrcia.com and read it. It is very discouraging when I am told in August that “we don’t have anybody this year” after a bulletin posting has only been up for three weeks announcing classes. This will lead to another discussion about “on-going inquiry” and ongoing, year-round Christian Initiation Processes in my next News and Notes. The Holy Spirit does not move on a linear, calendar year!
The 2019 and 2020 Liturgical and Formation Calendars for Christian Initiation 
Calendars are posted on the Administration Mail and Christian Initiation Website. There are two workshops scheduled.
1. Connecting Families to Sacramental Ministries for Children and Youth, Saturday, September 7, 2019 at Mount Aloysius College, Cresson 8:30 AM – 2:30 PM.  Presented by the Center for Ministry Development (CMD): 2019 National Workshop Series for Catholic Leaders. This interactive day will be a time for all those engaged in parish ministries (not only catechists) involving families of all configurations and ages. In order for CMD to send preliminary reading material and complete packets for the day we need the email addresses of everyone attending as close to August 23 as possible. Registration brochures can be printed from the attachment or obtained from the office. A completed registered form is needed for each person. 
2. Understanding the Annulment Process, November 9, 2019 at Saint Michael School, Loretto. 8:30 AM – 1:30 PM  Presenter: Very Rev. John D. Byrnes, JV, JCL  

Please RSVP by Monday, November 4. Lunch and breakfast are provided.
Primarily for adults in Christian Initiation Ministry, Marriage Preparation, Catechetical Lay ministries, and parish leaders, this workshop is directly focused on the grounds, actual steps and the procedure for being granted an annulment in the Catholic Church. Having accurate information is the best information!
Adults who will be attending the Lay Ecclesial Ministry Third Year Track: Catechumenate Team Ministry will have to attend both workshops for their certification even with the first one (September 7) being scheduled before the class formally begins. Deacons, Master Catechists, Certified Lay Ecclesial Ministers can use the workshop hours for CEU credits. All Clergy are encouraged to come too.
2019-2020 Catechumenate Team Ministry Course

Please read the schedule and registration form information. The class will be held at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Altoona this year.  The deadline to register has been extended to August 30. Please email or call the office by August 26 with your intention and you may can then send the forms and fee. If there are less than 8 people, I will have to reconsider holding it this year. 
Youth Protection Office
Youth Protection Awareness (Protecting God's Children) and Mandated Reporting Training workshops will be held throughout the diocese starting late August until mid-November, please watch for upcoming dates and details.  If your parish or combined parishes would like to host a session with at least 20 participants, please contact Cindy O'Connor at coconnor@dioceseaj.org or (814) 317-2621 to schedule.  Both trainings are also available online.
Resource Corner:

Liturgy Training Publication (LTP) Bulk Orders

Please talk to your pastor/administrator about the possibility of ordering LTP products for your initiation process. Items can be purchased at a 40% discount cost (plus shipping/handling) with our diocesan account. For an extra $4.00 (drop ship fee) your order will be delivered directly to your parish! There will be bulk orders processed in Mid-September and mid-October for At Home with the Word, Sourcebook for Sundays, Seasons and Weekdays; Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers of the Word; The Year of Grace Liturgical calendar. The form is posted as an attachment to this mailing or you can call my office for the forms.
LTP is offering FREE online training on Wed. September 11, 1 PM ET and 7:30 PM ET for the 2020 SOURCEBOOK, an excellent teaching tool for all ministries. The interactive training is 60 minutes of ”How to get the most out of your Sourcebook.”  
Take Five app. From True Quest Communication (truequestweb.com) Enjoy this FREE daily reflection on the lectionary readings of the day correlating to the liturgical year cycle of saints and seasons.

USCCB (United States Catholic Conference of Bishops) is always the standard site for information and Church teaching of all categories. I recommend using it as much as you can.
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